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E 4 n — Copy of a Lin . the Governor 10 
12 zo the . and Council at Dacca. 


ying any regard to the orders which the Na- 
bob had ſent to your factory. 
We are now to acquaint, that neither the Nabob 


nor the Preſident, ever underſtood any dilolls or 
weavers employed by the Company, or the Eng- 
liſh gomaſtahs, to be the dependants of the Sircar,. 


you are therefore to afford them the ſame protec- 


tion, and maintain the ſame authority over them 
as you have done formerly; and you will continue 


to carry on your buſineſs as before, until you re- 
ceive regulations from the Board, taking always 
the greateſt care to prevent your Agents from in- 
N or oppreſſing the country people. 


5 . ſame 3 to Luckypoor,” 


H Es E orders being given, we e 3 | 
the arrival of the Members of the Board, 


who had been bent for ſrom the ame facto— 
Vor. II. . riet, 
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ries, and nothing remarkable occurs till they aſ- 
ſembled, the 15th, except a minute delivered in 
by Mr. Amyatt, the 3d, intended to prove, in 


contradiction to the Preſident's arguments, that he 


had ated without authority from the Board. How 
far this purpoſe was anſwered, is left to others to 


judge from the minute itſelf, which follows. 


Mr. Amyatt lays before the Board the following 
minute, in reply to that which the Preſident deli- 
vered in laſt Council dax. . 
In conſequence of my having preſided at the 


Board during the abſence of Mr. Vanſittart, I ſhall 


now take the liberty to reply in part to the minute 
which he laid before the Council on the iſt in- 


ſtant. 


Firſt, as the ſubject of the letter to the Nabob, 
in reſpect to the tranſactions therein contained, I 


all leave it to be debated and determined at the 


full Board, when the reſt of the Members ar- 


rive, and when I make not the leaſt doubt, hav- 


ing received the aſſiſtance of their deliberations, 
but we ſhall be able to form a ſet of regulations 
equally equitable with the Preſident's, and every 


way as conducive to the intereſt of the Country 


Government, and. our own, and, I truft, of a much 
8 tendency to prevent future jealouſies and 
nimoſities between vs, of which the clauſe for 


 fubjefting us fo thoroughly. ra their judicature, 


muſt have proved an inexhauſtible ſource. _. 
What I have therefore chiefly to point out is, 


that the Preſident, in this tranſaction, has acted 
without a proper authority. It was but laſt Coun- 
cil day, Gentlemen, that all the proceedings in 


this affair were read at our Board, and although 


1 gave the greateſt attention to the peruſal, I 
could no 'whete diſtinguiſh that we veſted the Pre- 


ſident with the power he pretends. Nay, I ob- 


* 10 


ſervt that he himſelf can only pick out one phraſe 


Relative 16 the Difturbaucis ii Bewakt. 3 
to anſwer: his purpoſe ; from perverting even the 


ig liceral ſenſe of which, and entirely the well known 


meaning of the Board, he rand) a fanction wud ours 
for. what he has done. 
- Right ſorry am I to * e 13 iy 
to —— on words, becauſe I think it is a cuſtom 
which ought to be utterly excluded in matters ſo 
ſerious as generally prove the buſineſs of this Board; 
and orders from them, which ate not explicit, 
ſhould rather be ſcrupulouſly followed than taken 
in a vague and unlimited ſenſe. It is needleſs to en- 
large much more on the ſubject. ® — on receipt of 
the articles from the Preſident and Mr. Haſtings, 
which we then underſtood to be only propoſed, 
Plainly demonſtrate that we never gave, or intend- 
ed to give them power to conclude theſe or an 
other. Of courſe. the Prelident's doing it was an 
authority aſſumed. But if he could ſo well under- 
ftand, or I ſhould rather fay miſ underſtand the means 
ing of the Board in the above particular, and act 
in conſequence; how happens it, I ſhould be glad 
to know, that their directions and earneſt recoms 
mendations for procuring reſtitution for the late 
loſſes _— W were not * an * Je: 
tot hf 
ent, with r to the letter n in 
by Meſſrs. 2 mag and Hay, which I always 
held as a mere ſecondary matter, but which I find 
the Preſident has expatiated upon very largely; I 
muſt in the name 2 he Board deny that it met 
from them the approbation which he alledges, 
their minute, of which I think the ſenſe cannot 
well de perverted, ſerving no further than to ex- 
preſi their opinion, that the apology of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen was for the tranſaction in queſtion to them 
ge" en ws nd * agree | 
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with the Preſident, that the ſaid letter is filled with 
unjuſt and indecent reflections, yet I concur intirely 


that our Honourable Maſters ſhould become the 


Judges of this as of all our other proceedings. 
- F remain ſtill of opinion, that the Major ought 
to be preſent at the Board, for as I eſteem ſound 
reaſon and knowledge of the policy of the country 
to be greater requiſites for executing the buſineſs in 
hand, than an acquaintance in the articles of the 
tradle itſelf; I think his opinion and advice may be 

of equal weight and utility with any other member 
of the Board. Theſe, added to what ſtands mi- 
nuted on the conſultations of the 17th, are my rea- 
ſons for deſiring the Major's preſence; for I aſ- 
ſure you, Gentlemen, I wiſh not more than the 
Preſident, that the matter in — en _ . 
eome a point of conteſt or party, - 
The Preſident anſwered this minute a8 wet ya 5 
it ſeemed neceſſary, the 15th of February, as ſoon 
as the General Council had met; that is, he quot- - 
ed the words of their letter of the 15th November, 


and his own anſwer of the 1ſt of December.. 


G4. The General Council, which aſſembled 


dime rgth of February, conſiſted of ihe following 


Members; the Preſident, Mr., Amyatt,, Mr. 
Batſon, (Chief of Coſſimbuzar Mr. Billers, 
(Chief of Luckypoor) Mr. Cartier, (Chief of Dac- 
ea) Mr. Haſtings, (Chief of Burdwan) Mr. John- 
ſtone, Mr. Hay, Mr. Merriett, and Mr. Watts. 
Their buſmeſs, or at leaſt the firſt — was to 
ſettle a plan for carrying on their private trade; it 
muſt therefore appear ſtrange, that the Council 
ſhould be opened by a motion — Nr. Amyatt, 
that Major — ſhould be ſummoned to fit as a 
Member of this Couneil. It has been already men- 
tionad, chat the Major was by the Company's ap- 
pPointment to be a Member of the Board when mi- 
—_ alain only were wur debate, and it 3 
li 


. 


* 
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likely, either that Mr. Amyatt and the reſt of the 
Council would have impoſed upon him a trouble 
ſo foreign to his ſtation, or that he himſelf would 
have conſented to interfere, if they had not had 
ſome particular point to carry. The Preſident dif- 
ſented, as before, from this motion, and fo did 
Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Watts. The reſt of the 
Gentlemen refolved that he ſhould be called, and 
he was ſummoned accordingly. 
As it was thus determined, that Major Carync 
ſhould fit as a Member of the Board, the Preſident 
thought that the commanding Officer, - Major 
Adams ſhould fit alſo, as it was cuſtomary upon 
all occaſions to ſummon both, when it was DEE 
fary to ſummon either. 
-* Accordingly, the two Field Officers took theit : 
ſeat at the Council, which then conſiſted of twelve, 
and Mr. Amyatt began with laying before them 
the occaſion of their gone; in che following mi 
+ As the full Board are now aſſcinbled, I chiok i It 
In ſome meaſure incumbent on me to inform the 
Members lately arrived, with the occaſion of our 
having ſummoned them to the preſidency. 5 
Fou may remember, Gentlemen, that about ſix 
months ago, our trade in every part of the country 
mt with great interruptions, and which from that 
time continued ſo much increaſing, that in the 
month of October a conference with the Nabob was 
deemed abſolutely neceflary, to enquire into the 
cauſe and remove them. The Preſident accord- 
ingly, being about to pay a viſit to the Nabob at 
Mongheer, undertook to ſettle this amongſt; other 
buſineſs. To aſſiſt him in ſo doing, we furniſned 
him with copies of all the complaints which had 
been made, and continued to tranſmit him copies 
of all others which came before the Board, with 


er Wm to obtain ſatisfaction for 
. B 3 | the 


go 
*. 


6 ORIGINAL PAPERS 


the loſſes which thoſe delays had occaſioned, and 
endeavour to adjuſt matters ſo as to ren 0 
ſuch from happening in future. 
From theſe inſtructions, and the good diſpoſi- 
tion the Preſident ſeemed to be in, we naturally 
hoped for the beſt of conſequences, an interrupted 
freedom to our juſt trade, and an entire removal 
of the groundleſs jealouſies and diſtruſts which ſtill 
ſubliſted in a high degree on the part of the coun- 
try government, and gave us juſt grounds to ap- 

rehend that the Nabob . to break with us. 
Had our expectations been anſwered, a general 
harmony muſt have reigned at our Board, and 
which I do affure our Gentlemen I have long wiſh- 
ed to ſee. 

It was therefore with el {urptive hae! oe 
a Members of the Board, the beginning of laſt 
month, received advice from Dacca, of the Na- 
bob's having ſent a ſet of regulations to that fac- 
_ Tory for the government of their trade, and en- 
joined to them the ſtricteſt obedience, with the ſe- 
vereſt threats. Part of theſe regulations we had 
before received in a joint letter from the Preſident 
and Mr. Haſtings at Mongheer, but conceived 
them, as they expreſſed it, to be only a plan propoſ- 
ed ʒ ve wrote an anſwer accordingly, dated the 
_ 25th!» December, to which I refer you. The 
above letter from Dacca, however, having convin- 
red us that the Preſident, either from miſunder- 
ſtanding the orders of the Board, or too far ex- 
rendiog their meaning, had, on the part -of our 
- Government, granted his ſanction and ratifica- 
tion not only to theſe, but ſeveral other impor- 
tant articles, entirely without the advice of his 
Douncil; we thought it neceſſary to ſummon your 
| Preſence to the Board, to conſider of xhis mat- 
ter, as well reſpecting the . Ae of the yu 


1 as the * 0 regulations them- 


ſel res, bs 
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ſelves, which in our opinion are far from having 
a tendency towards anſwering the good purpolrs 
. Heceflary to us or wiſhed for.” 

I therefore ſubmit to your nee the ſe- 
veral papers relative to this buſineſs, moſt of which 
you will be directed to in our conſultation of 
1ſt inſtant; and I earneſtly adviſe your aſſiſtance 
for bringing to a ſpeedy determination a point fo 
eſſentially neceſſary to the freedom of our Ho- 
nourable Maſters buſineſs, and all private trade. 

There alſo lays a complaint from the Gentle- 
men at Patna, of the Nabob's having ſhut up the 
Burbunna Gate, and cut off the immediate com- 
munication between the city and the factory, and 
in which point it ſeems the Preſident then on the 
Tpot alſo concurred, contrary to the ſenſe of the 
Board laſt year, and which, for the honour of the 
factory, and influence ſuch a conceſſion muſt have 
on the minds of every man in the country to our 
prejudice, ought to have met with his ſtrenuous 
oppoſition. This is a circumſtance which muſt 
come before us in the courſe of our deliberations, 
and I only mention it here with a view to direct 
you-to a peruſal of the Patna letter, becauſe it doth 
not appear in the above- mentioned conſultation of. 
the ift inſtant. 1 

The conſideration of this affair will naturally 
lead us to compare the ſenſe, ſpirit, and tendency 
of the treaty now in queſtion, with thoſe made 
with Surajah Dowla, and confirmed by Meer Jaf- 
fier Cawn, &c. wherein the unqueltioned authority 


and validity of the Duſtuck is ſo expreſiy eftabliſh- 
ed, unclog'd with any diſtinctions as to the goods 
a for which it may be granted. F 
I have further to obſerve to you, Gentlemen, 
a circumſtance on ſuch an occaſion not unworthy 
of your attention. The Sunnuds by which we hold - 
e * 


8 ORIGINAL PAPERS | 


our late acquiſitions, are only Tuncaws, or an 
aſſignment of theſe provinces, towards defraying 
the expences of a certain body of troops, to be 


» - kept up for the aſſiſtance of the Nabob. In 


the preſent temper of the Nabob, this ſo weak 
a title can hardly fail of proving a freſh ſource 
of diſpute. He already ſhews a total diſincli- 
nation for the uſe of our troops, and may, when- 


ever he thinks himſelf in a condition to call our 
right in queſtion, tell us that he has no longer 
_gecaſion, and therefore will withdraw that reve- 
nue. To prevent ſuch pleas on the part of the Su- 


bah, and to eſtabliſh our right to theſe lands, as to 


Jaghbeers, by the fulleſt and moſt authentic Sun- 


nuds, and ſuch that, hereafter may be ever in- 
diſputable, ſhould other European nations come to 


take part in the affairs of Bengal, ſeems a point 
extremely requiſite to be now conſidered. The 


Company, ſor want of this matter being clearly 


explained, moſt probably ſuppoſe that the preſent 


Sunnuds are of the moſt extenſive and indiſput- 
can ſupport us in the poſſeſſion of them. "Et 
I I have the urmoſt confidence, Gentlemen, that 
the reſult of Jour deliberations will be ſuch as to 
convince our Honourable Maſters that you are in- 


able kind, whereas in fact our force more than * title 


capable. of bring influenced by. the ſpirit of party, 


OY 


— 9 — — 


f The nature of the grants by which the Company poſſeſs 
thoſe lands is of very little moment, It is by the treaty with 
the Nabob they are ceded, and as long as that treaty of 
+Mmenaſhip and alliance ſubſiſts, he cannot ' diſpute their right: 


if a breach of that friepdſhip happens, and a war breaks out, 


be will d.ſpoſieſs us if he is able, and that be would, if we had 
the King's Firmauns. Therefore the form of the grant is of 


-no conſequence; and this will hereafter be found to be the opi- 


nion of all the Council, when they entered into a new treaty 
with Meer Jaffier, at which time none of them thought tbese 
s any necellity for demanding Jagheery Sunnuds. + 


7 
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or any mercenary motives, | and that your only 


views are the preſervation of their honour and in- 
tereſt,” and the maintenance of their * bee and 


| er 


Ha. —=Copy of the POE? $ Minute 15 the 
\ 24 5th February 176 3 | 


N anſwer to that part of Mr. 3 8 minute 
1 of the 3d, where he ſays that I pervert the 
meanipg of the letter I received from the Board, 
dated the 15th November, I will only quote the 
words of the ſaid letter, and wy as dated the 
aſt of December, 


* 


Later —— the Gentlemen of Cont to the 
Governor. | 


Phra» we nn you an * — — your 
Luckypoor letter, explaining the Shawbunder 
duties which they have always paid, and the nature 
of the freſh extortions which are now demanded, 
which we imagine may be of ſervice to you in final- 
9 ſetling theſe a wpew 's ſolid plan. 


x 


+ 


| Eur n. the OIL 10 the Gentlemen ef 
E 4 Council. | 


Shall 8 with Mr. Haſtings S afliſtance 20 
1 concurrence, in ſuch enquiries as ſhall be neceſ- 
| lay on the ſubject of the complaints now in queſ- 
tion, and in eſtabliſning ſuch rules between the 
Nabob and us as may prevent them for the fu- 
ture. Accordingly, I framed with Mr. Haſtings 
ſuch rules as ſcemed to us moſt proper es the oc- 
gaben. and 3 them to the Nabob in ſeveral 


articles, 


1 


m—_ 
——— ev -51,4 
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articles, as contained in our letter to the Board of 


the 25th December. But the Nabob not chuſing 


to accede to thoſe articles, repreſented to me again 
his grievances in a letter the 26th December, the 
day before my departure for Patna and as I had 
no further inſtructions from the Board than thoſe 
before quoted from their letter of the 1 5th Novem- 
ber, and no reply to my anſwer of the iſt Decem- 
ber, where I ſaid I would eſtabliſh rules for the 
conduct of the Nabob's 2 and ours; and as 
the regulations propoſed ed to me altogether 

neceſſary and e, I made no doubt of their 


being approved by the Board, and conſequently 


made no ſcruple to write an anſwer to the Nabob, 
aſſuring him that things ſhould be carried on ac- 


* to thoſe rules. 
n the minute of the iſt inſtant; I have ſuf⸗ 


: ficiently ſhewn the reaſons why thoſe rules for car- 


rying on the private inland trade, and reſtraining 
the power of our Gomaſtahs, ſcemed to me equit- 
able and neceſſary, and the moſt proper for the 
end propoſed ; but as much as I am inclined to 

ive the Officers of the Country Govcrament their 


due authority, yet I am by no means diſpoſed to 


ſubmit to an abuſe of that authority, or ſuffer them 


to go beyond the limits preſeribed by thoſe regu- 


lations, which, were they ſtrictly obſerved by both 
parties, un 4 think, remove all oceafions of 
complaint from both fides. But 1 grant that the 
late conduct of the Government's Officers in many 


parts of the country, gives me too much reaſon to 


think with the reſt of the Board, that they cannot 
exerciſe authority without oppreſſion, and that 
Whatever cauſe they might have of complaint againſt 
the Engliſh Gomaſtahs, their own tyrannies are yet 
more inſupportable; for inſtead of freeing our trade 
from any impediment, detention, or obſtruction 


Wy PR of „ duſtore, &c. which 
22; was 
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vas my only intent in laying down ſuch rules, 
they have had a quite contrary effect ; the Officers 
of the Government preſuming upon the reſtraints 
Jaid on our Agents and Gomaſtahs, having gone 
directly contrary to the conditions pteſeribed to 
them. I agree therefore in the neceſſity of enter- 
ing into articles of agreement with the Nabob. 
ſuch as ſhall: appear moſt proper for regulating the 
manner of carrying on our trade in thoſe articles, 
which before the troubles uſed to be deemed illi- 
cCit, and for confining the Government's Officers, 
and our Gomaſtahs within the _ —_ of their 
ve employments, of which articles copies 
— be —— to every Officer of the Govern- 
ment, and every Gomaſtah, for their guidance. In 
the mean time, I have made the ſtrongeſt tepreſen - 4 
tations to the Nabob, upon the violences commit= 


ted by his Officers in different parts, in direct vio- 


lation of the agreement between us. Copies of 
my letters to the Nabob, Syed —— 
and Mahomed Aly Beg are hereunto annexed 
lay before you likewiſe a number of complaints 
tranſmitted to me by Syed Mahomed Caun from 
the Zilladors, and other Officers of the ſeveral 
diſtricts under his immediate direction, and which 
it will be neceſſary to take under conſideration at 
the time of debating upon the intended regula- 
tations, that ſuch of them as e well nns 
may de remedied. 7. 131 
14. Freſh — Now Parnknand Dacck 
fanden were read at this conſultation from the 
former, that ſome bullocks loaded with the Com- 
pany's ſalt- petre were ſtopt at one of the Chockeys 
or Guards; and from the latter, that great ob- 
ſtructions were given to their trade at Scrampote. 
On the other hand, a number of repreſentations 
were received alſo from Syed Mahomed Cawn, 
the” Nabob's deputy at Moorſhedabad, of the 
violence 
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violence and unjuſt proceedings of the Engliſh Go- 
maſtahs. Upon the firſt it was reſolved that all 
trade ſhould be carried on as before, and in caſe 
any of the Government's Officers ſhould obſtruct it, 
they ſhould be oppoſed by force and feized. Upon 
the ſecond, That the repreſentations ſhould be tranſ- 
lated and ſent to the ſubordinate factories which 
they concerned, and from whence, for the moſt 
Part, no anſwer was received, or, if any came, it 
was taken no further notice of. wei 9215 48 
As the officers of the Country Government had 
exerciſed: their authority ſo unjuſtly, the Preſident 
E it was become neceflary to reſtrain them by 
force upon ſome occaſions. The misfortune was, 
that thoſe who had long wiſhed for a rupture with 
the Nabob, muſt be the judges of thoſe occaſions, 
and conſequently it was to be feared that they would 
make uſe of this authority beyond what was in- 
tended or neceſſary, particularly Mr. Ellis; how- 
ever, there was no poſſibility of preventing it, and 
to have argued againſt it, would only have ſerved 
to make them more violent, becauſe the objections 
that would have been made muſt have been perſonal 
againſt ſome of the members then preſent at the 
board, or againſt Mr. Ellis, with whom they were 
firmly. united. The Preſident therefore thought 
the likelieft way of preventing any bad conſequences 
«this order, would be to acquaint the Nabob 
2 — with the danger to which his own 
hHaſtineſs and the inſolence of his officers had ex- 
poſed him, and recommend to him in the moſt ſtre- 
nuous manner to forbid their interrupting the buſi- 
neſs of any Engliſn Gomaſtah, or giving further 
occaſion for diſputes, CR. 1 _ N 
Mow — F003 0% 
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The following is 4 Copy of the Letter the Preſident 
' +...» » 4prote the Nabob on this Occaſon. 


have already informed you of the oppreſ- 
© ſions and inſolences of Mahomed Aly Beg, and 
* now incloſe you a copy of a letter wrote by him 
* to Abdulla Aumil of r er e Con- 
ce fider it is his deſign not to ſuffer a ſingle Engliſh» 
man in the country, and to puniſh whoever ſhall 
tc take upon - himſelf the name of an Engliſhman. 
« Accordingly, the Company's buſineſs and that 
e f private gentlemen, has been every where 
„ ſtopt, whereby they have been, and ſtill are ſub- 
«ze to many loſſes; and the agreement which 
© was made between you and me, for the removal 
& of the diſputes between your dependents and 
* ours, has been entirely broken off by Mahomed 
& Aly. As his proceedings are prejudicial both 
6 to your intereſt and the Company's, it would 
„ have been proper at the inſtant of my receiving 
the copy of his letter, to have diſpatched ſome 
«<.of the Company's people to ſeize him, and to 
t have ſent him priſoner to you. However, as he 
is a ſervant of yours, have contented myſelf with 
repreſenting the affair to you, and I wait your an- 
* ſwer; out of the friendſhip ſubſiſting between you 
«<.-and me, it is proper you inflict due puniſhment 


4 on him, and make him anſwerable for the loſſes, 


«he, has been the occaſion of; if not, I cannot ſit 
6 2 and ſee the Company's and private gen- 
«, tlemen's affairs go to ruin. Incloſed I tranſmit 
“ you the copy of a letter 1 have wrote to Ma- 
66 homed Aly.“ f | [ I 3 
Nothing elſe remarkable paſſed at this firſt meet 
ing of the Council, but a letter delivered in by 
Major Carnac, claiming the command, of the de- 
tachment ſtationed at Patna, The terms of his let - 
en ter, 
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ter, are proofs ſufficient, that he was the chief ad- 
viſer of the reſolution for calling down the members 
of the Board from the ſubordinates; and that to 
carry this point for himſelf, was one of the objects 

of that reſolution. ——The following n ee of 
his letter. 


oo ws "48 he TX, 


Copy 2 0 0 2 et A, Cars to TY 
* | Gauer ner and Council. 
erg ns 0 2 Dated 15 February, 1763 


1E — deprived of the . of a body 
of your forces, at the head whereof I had the 
2 fortune to meet with ſome ſucceſs, and the 
being ever fince detained here, you will readily be- 
© heve muſt have occaſioned much uneaſineſs to me; 
however, till now, I deſpaired of any remedy from 
a conviction that my remonſtrances would prove in- 
effectual, and only ſerve to involve me in freſh al- 
tercations, which I was willing to avoid. The 
ſtation of Patna being the moſt likely quarter from 
whence we are to expect troubles, is undoubtedly 
the poſt of honour, and as ſuch, from my rank, I had 
the beſt title thereto, unleſs l had forfeited it by any 
Hl behaviour on my part, which, whatever may be 
the opinion of a few of the members; I pleaſe my- 
ſelf with thinking is not the general ſenſe of the 
board. I am happy in the perſuaſion that I cannot 
now fail of redreſs, if I am deſerving thereof, and 
latter myſe f, Gentlemen, it you are for continging 
the Company's forces in that quarter, that 1 ſhalt 
have your orders to proceed thither and take the 
command of them, un eſs you have any other more 
immediate call for my ſcrvices. 
It will — that the reaſon for calling 
Major Carnacdown from Patna in June, 176 , was 
to _ an end to the diſputes with the Nabob, and his 
4 application 
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application to go back at this time, when diſputes 
were growing every day, has all the appearance of 
his wiſhing to make them worſe. . 
The conſultation of the 18 February, has a letter 
from the Patna Factory, which ſhews they were 
ready enough to make uſe of their own force with 
out waiting for our orders. um 


K 4.———Copy of a Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Patna, to the Board. K 


proved fatal to our troops here, made it neceſ- 
ary that ſome precaution ſhould be taken to avoid as 
much as poſſible our experiencing the like diſtreſs in 
Rn For this purpoſe, Mr. Amyatt, then Chief of 
this factory, eſtabliſhed a Gunge, where our people 
have ever ſince been amply ſupplied with proviſions, 
at a cheaper rate than they can be elſewhere, and 
at the ſame time prevented their falling into the 
numerous broils that muſt daily happen from their 
being obliged to ſeek their ſuſtenance in the dif- 
ferent markets of the city, Advantages well known 
to every perſon who has reſided any time at Patna. 
_ This Guoge the Preſident agreed with the Nabob 
ſhould be aboliſhed, and in its ſtead he deſired the 
Chief to lay up 20,000 maunds of grain on account 
aof the Company, which we however have thought 
mgſt proper to defer, not chuſing to 2 our em- 
nin to what we deem an unneceſſary and un- 
pro Kg riſk, without the ſanction of your orders. 
_ The encouragement. given Nobit Roy on this 
occaſion, has induced him to ſeize, and carry away 
by force, all the dealers of this gunge, to detain 
boats loaded with our own particular property hav- 
ing duſtucka, and ro ſead the Chief word that he 
| * : ts 


A rege ſome years ago, which had very near 
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will not ſuffer a further importation of grain; he 
has likewiſe publicly puniſhed three boatmen, who 
have been long employed in this ſervice, and made 
proclamations. through the city, that whoever 
brings grain to the Engliſh ſhall be treated in the 
ſame manner, which can be conſtrued in no other 
light, than a determination to diſtreſs us in the 
lie. render point, viz. that of the neceſſaries of 

e 

After ſuclf inſolence on his part, an obſervance 
of punctilios on our's would be truly ridiculous, 
1 alſo deſervedly ſubject us to the imputation of 
being wanting in our duty to thoſe we ſerve, as well 
as to thoſe committed to our charge, we ſhall 
therefore uſe as little ceremony in releaſing our 
boats as he does in ſeizing them, avoid at the ſame 
time any kind of offence, but acting conſiſtently 
with the firſt great law of nature. In the intetim 
we ſhall expect your orders. 
The ſubje& of this letter was reſerved to be con- s 
fidered along with the other diſputed points, and 


the following plan was ſetiled for conducting the ED 


debate. ming i 
Firſt, To collect the opinion of the Board o a 


the regulations - ſettled with the Nabob by the 


Preſident. _ 4 
| Secondly, To Werde on 82 Prin letters re. 


Qing the Burbunna Gate, the intrenchment by . 


x nd gp and the Gunge. 

Thirdly, On the diſpoſition of the troops and 
Major Carnac's jetter. | 
The 19th, the firmauns and grants not beit Hh 
ready, only the ſecond article of the on was oY ox 
ſidered, viz. Whether the Nabob ſhould be per- 


mitted to ſhut up one of the gates of the Phan” . . 
city, and to cloſe the breach between the wall and AP 


the river, and whether Mr. Ellis ſhould keep bis 
Gunge, —— The TE were as follows. 
Ene 
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Extrat of. Conſultation of the 19th F ebruary 1762. 


Read the following Minute delivered in by the 
4 Preſident relative to the Burbunna Gate, and 


the Iatrenchments.” 


The Preſident's Minute. 


In order to underſtand the queſtion concerning the 
Burbunna Gare, and the intrenchments by the wa- 
ter · ſide, it is neceſſary to deſcribe the ſituation of 
the places, and to refer to what paſſed on this ſubje 
laſt year. 

The city of Patna extending itſelf above two 
miles from Eaſt to Weſt along by the river-ſide, 

has two principal gates, one at the eaſt-end, the 
other at the weſt; between the weſtern gate and 
the river-ſide, is the Burbunna-gate, or rather 
wicket, being a ſmall entrance into a very narrow 
ſtreet; and the Engliſh ſactory being ſituated on 
the river- ſide, about two or three hundred yards 

to the weſtward of the city-walls, and from this 
gate- way, uſed to find a convenience in this en- 
trance, as the principal weſtern gate is a full half 
mile from the factory. The city is ſurrounded by 
a wall and ditch, except by the river-ſide. The 
north-eaſt angle is cloſed by the Citadel, or rather 
the Nabob's palace, which extends irſelf 1 into the 
river, ſo that there is no paſſage by it. 

At the north-weſt end is a baſtion, called the 
Mootany Baſtion, berween which and the river was 
an open paſſage into the town. 

In the month of February 1762, ſeveral men af 
Captain Cairſtair*s party having deſerted, Mr. Ellis 
ſeat to Rajebullub, then Naib of Patna, to deſire 
he would give orders to prevent any of our ſoldiers 
from going into the city. Rajebullub acquainted' 
ans Nabob with Mr. Ellis's end and — or- 

* 8 C ders 
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ders from him to ſhut all the gates and outlets of 
the city, except the caſt and weſt-gates,' of which 
he adviſed Mr. Ellis, and deſired he would order 
that none of the Europeans ſhould go into the city, 
and that ſuch of the people of the factory as had 
| buſineſs there ſhould enter by the weſtern gate. 
Mr. Ellis wrote to Raj. bullub in anſwer, that the 
ſhutting the Burbunna-wicket - would put a ſtop 
to all the buſineſs of the factory, and that therefore 
| he muſt not ſhut it, and that at the ſame time he 
repreſented to the Board the 1 "nes EF 
would attend the ſhutting it, the weſt- ga 
diſtant from the factory at leaſt half a — — 1 
mentioned that Rajebullub had begun to raiſe a 
wall from the baſtion next the factory down to the 
river, thereby to prevent all communication, in 
fo much that no boat could track up to the factory, 
and that the conſequence of allowing it would be 
the obliging all boats to pull up the other ſide of 
the river: At the ſame time Mr. Ellis ſent peop'e 
to prevent the Burbunna-wicket being ſhut, or the 
outlet by the water- ſide cloſed. In conſultation of 
the 22d of February, I was deſired by the Board 
to write to the Nabob, to requeſt him to order the 
Burbunna· gate to be left open, and in the letter to 
Mr. Ellis, where he is acquainted with this reſo. | | 
lution, that he ſhould prevent. the wall or breaſt- ; 
work being carried on by the river-ſide, ſo far as 3 
[ 
4 


it might obſtruct boats tracking up on that ſide of 
the river. Agreeably to the reſolution of the Board, 
1 wrote to the Nabob, deſiring he would order the 
Burbunna gate to be left open, for the convenience 
r and the Nabob gave n e, 
ingly. 
+ Thus the affairs reſted. till I came to * 
vrhen the Nabob repreſented the inconvenience of 
having thoſe two outlets left open. That the 
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de came into town by thoſe ways, quarrelled , 

* with the inhabitants, and plundered or ill- treated 
< them, and eſcaped again to the factory without 
0 its being poſſible to bring them to juſtice ; and 
« that beſides, the town could not be in a ſtate of 
© defence until the paſſage by the river was ſe- 
% cured? FEY 5 3 * Y 
As I was going to Patna, I told the Nabob 1 
ſhould be a better judge when I had ſeen the place 
myſelf. Upon my arrival at Patna, I took a view 


of the places with Mr. Ellis. The Burbunna-gate 


was no doubt a convenience to ſuch of the ſervants 


of the factory as teſided in the city, but to go 


round to the weſtern gate is not a greater incon- 
venience than every perſon who has to do with a 
forafied town muſt ſubmit to, nor do I find that 
the Company carry on any buſineſs in the city. 
And as to the opening between the Mootany- 
baſtion and the river, it is ſuch an one as no perſon 
who has the charge of a fortified place would on 


any account ſuffer ; ſo far from being ſecured by 
the Engliſh factory, I can aſſert, that it would be 
very ealy for an enemy to paſs by the factory by 
night, and enter the town before any alarm could 
be given; beſides the factory itſe f, which is in no 
reſpect like a fortification, might be taken by an 
enemy, and the City thereby expoſed to certain de- 
ſtruction, if this paſſage muſt be left open. A 
caſe which, though not likely to happen, yet ought 
certainly to be guarded againſt, 3 
As to the difficulty of boats going up by the 
river · ſide, it is a mere exaggeration, like many other 


one of Mr. Ellis's diſſertations on theſe ſubject. 
ats will have only to row or warp a few yards at the 


welt-end, as they are already obliged todo at theeaſts 
end, where, as lhave before obſerved, the Kella ſtops 
the paſſage, and where I ſaw boats paſs up without 
the leaſt difficulty; and it is well known that there 
VII | | . | 
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are very many places between this and Patna, where 
boats cannot track on account of the Junguls, the 
ſteepneſs of the banks, or other obſtructions. Fi- 
nally, as the city belongs to the Nabob, and he is 
anſwerable for the charge of it, and for the perſons 
and properties of the inhabitants, he has undoubted 
right to fortify it in any manner he pleaſes. Theſe 
my ſentiments E explained fully to Mr. Ellis. And 
Nobit Roy having applied to me on the ſubject, 1 
gave him an anſwer, of which application and an- 
ſwer, the following are copies. 


© ©* From Nobit Roy to the Cover nor. 
By reaſon of the paſſage by the water ſide, and 
the wickets of the fort being open, the town could 
not be properly taken care of; I therefore ſhut up 
the wickets, and left the eaſt and weſt gates for 
people to paſs in and out, yet the inconveniencies 
will not be remedied, until the Burbunna-wicket 
and the paſſages by. the water ſide are alſo ſtopt 
up. Had the paſſage of the eee, 
Kc. been ſtop-, how could the Bouglepoor thieves 
and priſoners have made their eſcape; the paſſage 
and wicket being open, renders it impoſlible for 
me to protect the town, and is a means of dif. 
turbance in my affairs, of contempt of the govern- 
ment, and of inſecurity to the fort. As the care 
of the fort is a neceſſary work, and the regulation 
of it is my buſineſs, it therefore belongs to me alſo 
to ſhut up the wickets and the paſſage; if 1 am 
prevented from doing this, what is the advantage 
of my ſtaying here? 3 


ö Non the Governor to Nobit Roy. 


I underſtand what you write about Gotting-up 
the Burbuana-gate and the paſſage by the river- 
ſide, and I have ſcen the two places you ſpeak of. 
5 Sy The 
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The ſtopping up the paſſage by the river-ſide is 
a very propet work. As to the ſhutting up the 
2 although there ſeems to be no great neceſſity 

r it, and the going round about will be an incon- 
venience to the factory, yet as it is the Nabob's or- 
der, do it whenever you think proper, no one will 


* 1 9 * * << * 


Major Carnac's Remark on ibe Prefident”s Minute. 
Major Carnac. begs leave to obſerve, in anſwer 
to that part of the Preſident's minute, in vindica- 
tion of the Nabob's ſtrengthening that part of the 
city fo cloſe to our factory, that it cannot be necef- 
ſary, unleſs he means to ſtrengthen it againſt the 
factory itſelf, which he perſuades himſelf the ma- 
jority of the Board will look upon as a greater ſe- 
curity to that end of the Ky than the temporary 
trifling works now thrown up by the Naboo. 


* du * 


- Mr. Watts's Opinion. 

Mr. Watts is of opinion that the Nabob ought to 
be wrote to, to open the gate and throw down the 
pallifadoes, and ſuch part of the entrenchment as 
obſtructs the tracking of the boats to the factory on 
that ſide of the river . f * * „ e " 


Mr. Marriotiis.of the ſame opinion. 
a . 5 M. Hay's Opinion. 

NMI. Hay is of the ſame opinion, with this ad- 
dition, that if the Nabob refuſes to comply with 


the Preſident's deſire, Mr. Ellis ſhould then have 
orders to open the gate, and throw down ſo much 


of the inttenchment as obſtructs the paſſage of the 
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that the Preſident ſhould write to the Nabob, and 
deſire him to cauſe the Burbunna - gate to be opened, 


. Johnſtone ? Opinion. 
Mr. Johnſtone is of opinion, that the ſhutting 
up the Burbunna gate, and making the trench and 
palliſadoes into the river, could be of no ſervice for 
the ſecurity of the town againſt a foreign enemy 
whilſt the Nabob depends on us as his friends; and 
that it remarks, in this time of tranquillity, a diſ- 
truſt of us in particular, and has been ſo underſtood 
by every body in thoſe quarters, and is conſidered 
as an advantage gained over our Chief in a point 
hitherto diſputed with the Nabob, though never 
deſired by his predeceſſors. To keep up our credit 
therefore, and for the great convenience it is to us. 


and ever has been to our factory, he thinks the 


Nabob ſhould be addrefied, as the general ſenti- 


ments of the Board, to reſtore things to the ſitua- 
tion they were in before, and if he refuſes, that 
Mir. Ellis ſhould be empowered to do it bimſelf. 


* * "© . 3 
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V. Haſtings's Opinion. 
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the people of the country with the appearances of dif: 
truſt, or contention between the Nabob and us, and 
it has been deemed that the caſes now in debate 
ve ſuch a'tendency, Mr. Haſtings is of opinion, 


and the entrenchments by the river ſile made paſ- 
fable for boats. But he fees no occaſion for ſend- 
ns Aa public order to the gentlemen at Patna, to 
effect either by force, nor does he think it can be 


done without manifeſt violation of our treaty of 
alliance with the Nabob, as he has the ſole autho- 


Tity t0-taks ſuch meafures for the regulation or 


ſtrengthening of his own fortified city, as he thinks | 


proper, 


Relative to the Diſturbances in BENYOA 3 23 
ken whilſt he encroaches yoo none of our 


nown rights. 
Mr. Cartier's ddr 

Me. Cartier bees leave to obſerve, that never hay- 
ing been at Patna, he can form no other judgment 
as to the affairs of the Burbunna-gate, an. the cir- 
cumſtances of its being ſhut, than what he has been 
informed of by the letters from Patna. _ 

From them he finds the ſervants of the 2 
have now a convenient communication with the city, 
28 likewiſe their hoſpital z that the ſhutting 
— is a matter of pique, and intended to a 0 
Mr. Ellis, and if him, conſequently the nation, and 
muſt have been conſidered in that light by the inha- 

bicants of Patna, who apprehenſive of the conſe. 
quences, many have left their houſes, and carried 
their families to other parts; that this proceeding 
has raiſed a notion in the country of our little at- 
tachment to the Nabob, which he has very impru- 
dently encouraged by the ſuſpicions he ſeems to 
harbour in his mind, and acting in a manner ſo con- 
trary to that confidence he ought to place in us3 
chat our attachment to bim is his ſole ſecurity and 
fafeguard, which if once leſſened, or even 
to be ſo, might probably have the worſt of conſe- 
2 es on his affairs; that for his on ſafety, and 
- —— 


the country from diſturbances, it ought to 
a point infiſted upon, chat the faid gate ſhould 
: — opened; more partieularly, as it was the only 
| one of the city ler open during the troubles of three 
Fears in that province, and no from being 
—— — in a time of ound peace can 
poſſibly be dreaded ; and if the Preſident's applica- 
f | tion on chis head is nor complied with, that direc- 
tions ſhall be ſent co Mr. Ellis to open it, and that 
part of the intrenchment to be thrown. ow * 
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Mr. Billers and Mr. Batſon's Opinions. 

Mr. Biſon conſiders the ſhutting up of the Bur- 
bunna-gate, and the intrenchments raiſed by the 
Nabob againſt our factory, is an indignity deſigned 
us, and really an act of hoſtility 3 he is therefore of 
opinion that the gate ſhould be ordered to be left 
open as formerly, and ſo much of the inttenchment 
removed, as Mr. Ellis and the council may judge 
for the ſafety and convenience of our factory; and 
we ſhould write to the Nabob to give orders for the 
above purpoſes, which if he refuſes to comply with, 
Mr. Ellis ſhould be ordered to execute them. 


Auer Carnac's Opinion... 


By the Burbunna-gate has been time out of mind 
à communication between the city and factory, 
therefore the Nabob's ordering it to be ſhut up can- 
not but argue in him an indiſpoſition towards us, 
eſpecially as the works executing there, carry all 
the appearance of a deſire to ſtrengthen himſelf on 
the ſide next to us; nor does it appear that any 
advantage or conveniency will reſult to the Nabob 
from the ſtopping this communication, and the 
reaſon principally inſiſted on ſeems to be, that the 
Nabob is maſter of his own city, and may do as he 
pleaſes. The ſame might with equal juſtice be 
given for his refuſing to allow any entrance what- 
ever to the Engliſh into the city; he has done the 
next thing to it; rendered our admiſſion as incon- 
venient as poſſible to us. Beſides, the gentlemen at 
Piatna aſſure us their boats will, from the obſtructions 
now made, be expoſed to great riſks. The Major 
is therefore of — that the Nabob ſhould be 
wrote to in the moſt preſſing manner, and tepreſen- 
tations made to him, that the ſhutting the Bur- 
bunna- gate cannot fail creating throughout tie 
4 0 * ä 4 | country * 
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country, the perſuaſion that he and the Engliſh are 


upon bad terms, which it is equally his buſineſs as 
ours to prevent; that therefore, to remove any ſuſ- 
picions of that nature, we muſt inſiſt upon that 
ate being again opened, and that part of the city 
ze left in the uſual ſtate. If after ſuch reprefenta- 
tions the Nabob continues obſtinate, the Major 
thinks the Board will be juſtified in giving orders 


to Mr. Ellis to open the communication, and the 


Nabob will have only himſelf to blame for having 
reduced us to that neceſſity. ggg 


| | Mr. Amyart's Opinion. 


Mr. Amyatt declares, that of his own knowledge 
this gate has been kept open for theſe nineteen years 
paſt, and was the only one of the city which was 


open during the time of the two ſieges at Patna, as 
being eſteemed a neceſſary communication with the 
factory, by the guns whereof it was covered; that 


he therefore imagines the ſhutting of it up muſt 
proceed either from a pique to Mr. Ellis, or an in- 


- tention to diminiſh the Engliſh influence in the 


country ; that for theſe reaſons, and, as it is at- 


tended with great 1nconvenience to us, and no ad- 
e 


- vantage to | 
Mr. Hay in regard to opening it, and removing 
the intrenchment by the water-fide 


Nabob, he agrees in opinion with 


Majer Adams's Opinion. 
; N _ 7 f + | 
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Major Adams is of opinion that the ſniutting of 
dis gate is of no advantage to the Nabob ; that ſo 
far from ſtrengthening the city, he thinks it rather 
contributes to weaken it, and has an appearance of 

a jealouſy ſubſiſting, which may be Rn to 


the Company's affairs, and to the Nabob himſelf ; 
and that therefore the Preſident ought to write to 
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the Nabab, to inſiſt upon the gates being opened, 
and a neceſſary paſſage left from the intrenchment 
for the tracking of boats. NG 

In conſequence of the ſubſtance of the opinion of 
the Board, the Preſident acquaints them he will 
ſend a leiter to the Nabob, to the following purport, 


* I £ * 
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19 February 1763. 


HE Chief and Council of Patna factory 
bave repreſented to me and the Council of 
Calcutta, that by ſhutting up the Burbunna-gate 
or wicket of the city, all the ſervants. of the factory 
are ſubjected to great inconvenience in going to and 
from their houſes, and the Company's buſineſs im- 
| ed ; and further, that by carrying on a wall or 
intrenchment from the Baſtion ra the wWater-ſide, 
boats are prevented from tracking up to the 725 


* 
3 — 


ap” big 


EC 


and will be obliged to pull up on the other ſide, 

Which will be a great inconyenience to the buſineſs 
ol che Company and the gentlemen of the factory, 
| and it appears to me that the Burbunna-gate bas 
| always been open. for twenty years paſt, and that 
Juring the troubles, when eity was beſieged, 

the ſaid gate was of particular ſervice, as aſſiſtance 


went by that road from the factory for the defence 


of the city, and the ſhutting it up at this time has not 
a good appearance, but raiſes diſtruſt and jealouſy 
in the minds of the people, and fills the inhabitants 
wich apprehenſions, as if there ſubſiſted not a per- 
fect ſriepdſhip between you and the Company ; and 
as ſuch reports are. equally prejudicial to your af- 
fairs, and the Company's, and jt is un bl 

ou ſhould lay any obſtructions in the way of the 

mpany's bufineſs, or the ſervants of the factory; 
Ir is therefore thought very improper. on all ac- 


counts 
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counts, to ſhut up the ſaid gate, and I write to you 
therefore, according to the advice of the Council. 
to deſire you will order it to be kept open as be- 
fore, as reports of this kind to prejudice and di- 
miniſh the Company's name, will. not be admitted; 
and that you will order the wall or entrenchment, 
from the baſtion to the river - ſide, to be made in 
ſuch a manner, that there may be room for the 
boat people to track up the boats. 
As your compliance herewith can be attended 
with no loſs or hindrance to your affairs, it is ne- 
ceſſary that you give orders accordingly, that the 
ple may ſee there is an entire confidence and 
Friendſhip between you and the Company, and all 
jealouſies and apprehenſions may be removed. 


I be reaſoning of the Council upon the foregs- 
ing ſubject, amounts to this, that the ſhutting up 
the gate of the city, and cloſing the breach or 
paſſage between that and the river, would have an 
appearance of a jealouſy or diſagreement between 
the Nabob and the Company; wherefore he ſhould 
be wrote to in a peremptory manner to keep them 
open, and if he did not comply, Mr. Ellis ſhould 
open them by force. A moſt extraordinary me- 
thod of removing all appearances of jealouſy and 
Maß eemen n.. „ e 
With reſpect to the Gunge, the whole Board 
agree in the umpropriety of Mr. Ellis's keeping it, 
and the following reſolution was made. . 
With reſpect to the Gunge, it is unanimouſly 
e agreed by the Board, that inſtead thereof, a li- 
e mited number of licenced ſhopkeepers ſhall he 
, eſtabliſhed, co ſupply with proviſions the Bazars 
of the army and the factory; that they ſhall not 
c however become a Gunge or wholeſale market, 
i buteredt their ſhops and ſtorehouſes in ſuch place 
_ V* as ſhall be agreed on between the Chief and No- 
"$83 "ON 
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hit Roy, and ſuffer the uſual cuſtoms to be col- 
« lefted by a Daroga on the part of the Govern- 
« ment; and that all this being done, the preſent 
Gunge is to be removed.“ 
L. - The next conſultation, the 22d, was taken 
up with the reading the firmauns and grants, and it was 
agreed that the ſeveral members ſhould prepare their 
opmions upon the regulations I had made with the 
Nabob, and the extent of the priviledges of our pri- 
vate. trade, by way of anſwer to the following fix 
queſtions. 8 

1. Whether by * hide and ſubſequent | 
| treaties, we have a right to trade in every article, 

whether for foreign or inland trade, duty free. 
24. Whether any duties ought to be paid to the 
country Government on alt, beetle · nut, tobacco, 
2 any other articles. 

© '2d. Whether the Ce s duſtuck ſhall be for 
the future granted for ſuch articles. 
Of late the trade of ſalt from Calcutta up the 
country has been carried on by the Engliſh inba- 
« birants in general, who having firſt paid the du- 
te ties at Hougly, and having got the Fougedar's . 
duſtuck or rewana, had then a paſſport or cer- | 
e rificate from the Preſident to accompany it,” 

+4/b. Whether certificates ſhould in future be 
4 5 to any but company's ſervants. 
- 5th. Whether the Engliſh Gomaſtahs in any 
part of the three provinces ſhall be ſubject in any 
manner to the controul of the Officers o che coun· 
try Government, and how far. | 

6th. If not, how are we to regulate. the aiſpurth 
that may happen begwixt them and the country Go- 
vernment, and particularly i in thoſe parts where we 
Have no fa 

At the ſame conſultation (the 22d kh was 
1010 the OOTY letter of OPT"? from Lucky- 


* Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. Middleton o the | | 
_  Governer and Council. 
Duated 16 February 176 > 


Addreſſed you the 14th inſtant, and informed 
you that the houſes of Golaim Hoſſein, and 
Mahomed Gezy, ſervants of this factory, were be- 
ſet by Aga Nazam, Mahomed Aly's Deputy at 
Jugdea. I have ſince received intelligence, that on 
the 12th inſtant Aga Nazam had ſummoned theſe 
le to ſurrender on that day, the conſequence © 
of which was, that the mother and ſiſter took poi- 
ſon, but inſtant relief being given them, they are 
yet alive; the reſt found means to eſcape by a back 
door, and left their houſes to the mercy of Aga 
Nazam, who of courſe has plundered and deſtroy- 
ed them. One of the womi#n that eſcaped has been 
brought to bed but a few days; what is become of 
her, the infant, and other women, I cannot tell, 
but have ſent people to enquire after them; T 
muſt inform you that theſe two men are of a con- 
ſiderable family, who have always been much re- 
ſpected in the country, and remarkab'e for their 
attachment to the Engliſh, particularly in the year 
1756, when they afforded protection and aſſiſtance 
to our ſervan:s, at a time that it was refuſed by the 
French, and every one elſe at Jugdea. I incloſe you a 
letter which I received from one Syed Buddul Cawn, 
a Fougedar appointed by Mahomed Aly in theſe di- 
ſtricts, to whom I wrote on this occaſion, by which 
this act ſeems to have been done by Mahomed 
Aly's directions. 1 alſo incloſe to you copies of 
two letters from Syed Buddul Cawn, and Aga Na- 
Zam, to Golam Hoſſein, and Mahomed Gazy, re- 
commending the latter to quit the Engliſh employ, 
if he expects to have any favours ſhewn him. 


theſe 


count tranſmitted 
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theſe letters and other circumſtances it appears that 


their being ſcrvatits to the Eagliſh is the ſole cauſe 
of their misfortunes; therefore I have aſſured them 
that you will not fail of obtaining all poſſible re- 
dreſs; and what further particulars I may be able 

to learn of this affair, I will hereafter communi- 
eee to you. | 

Our cloath "buſineſs in Fa Manorgunge Prod 
3 where ſeveral of the Company's ſortments 
are made, is entirely put a ſtop to by one Comar 


Aly. Wadader there, and our Gomaſtahs and other 
ſervants have been obliged to return to Lucky- 


poor; leaving a large ſum outſtanding in the pi- 
cars and weavers hands. This Comar Aly is the 


perſon who ordered by public beat of tomtom, that 
none of his tenants ſhould at their peril tranſact any 


buſineſs with the Engliſh, of which Mr. Billers ad- 
viſed you in his addrefs of the 2 ad ultimo. 
To what we have from time to time alledged 


againſt Mabomed Aly, give me leave to obſerve, 


that his rapacious cruelty is ſo conſpicuous in the 
unheard of oppreſſive meaſures taken by him in the 
Purguonahs hereabouts, and fo particularly aimed 


at thoſe people that are and have been in our em- 
1 or any way negotiating with us, that it ſeems 


is deſign is to the utmoſt of his power to throw 
every obſtacle in our way in the courſe of trade, 


both the Company's and private, but more parti- 


cularly the latter, that a powerful inveterate enmi- 
ty can ſuggeſt. How far we have ſuffered in our 
private concerns, is partly known to you by the ac- 
Mr. Billers. Several of our 


boats have ſince that been ſtopt on various pre- 

tences, although we have paid the Nabob's ny 
as in former times. 

_.. Yeſterday advice was brought me that ſome peo- 
ple belonging to the Government were meaſuring - 

our grounds, in order to take poſſeſſion of * 
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and had demanded rents from our tenants. I im- 
mediately ſent a few Seapoys and Peons, who this 
morning brought in two of the principals employed 
on this occaſion; ſoon after I had ſeized theſe peo - 
ple, a number of men collected themſelves toge- 
ther, and have been plundering the houſes of our 
tenants, and carried away their cattle, &c. This 
has obliged me to fend a ſtrong party of Seapoys 
to the extent of our bounds, to prevent any fur-- 


ther inſults of this kind. I thought it neceſſary 


to inform you of this circumſtance, as I imagine 
it will be repreſented in a very different light by 
Mahomed Aly's party. el 1 21 


© Upon this it was reſolved to ſeize three Officers, 
of the Government complained againſt, in which re- 
ſolution the Preſident agreed ; for as the queſtion was 
now, whether the acting perſons complained againſt 
ſhould be ſeized, or war made directly with the 
Nabob himſelf ; he concurred in the former, as he 
yet did not doubt but the Nabob would ſubmit. ta 
any terms that ſhould be propoſed to him by the 
Council, rather than enter into a war. 
Tbe next conſultation, (the iſt March) the opi- 
nion of all the Members were delivered in u 
the fix queſtions propoſed the 22d February. The 
majority declared the extent cf the priviledges of 
our private trade to be unlimited, and that the du- 
ries which hitherto had been paid to the country 
Government on ſalt, and ſome other articles, were 
only a compliment which might be continued or 
not, as we pleaſed. This pretenſion muſt appear 
to all reaſonable men as unjuſt, as it was new, for 
who can ſuppoſe the Mogul Emperor meant by his 
Firmaund to give us a right to trade from place to 
place in the centre of his own country, upon a bet- 
ter footing than his own ſubjects ? His granting us 
an exemption from cuſtoms upon our foreign or 
ſhipping trade, is natural, becauſe it was wy 
; Wit 
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with the double advantage of giving vent to the 
manufaQories of his dominions, and importing 
bullion and other uſeful commodities. Much has 
already been ſaid upon this ſubject, and we will 
come now to the ſeveral opinions of the members 
of hs Board, which were as . | 


43 


Extras of Conſultation of the 1. * 1. 


Mr. Watts's s Opinion. 


Mr. Watts is of opinion, - in anſwer to the quel 
tions propoſed laſt Council day, 
1/t. That by the Firmauns and Huſbulhookms, 
— — — Eaſt India Company have an undoubt- 
* wm} to trade in every article produced in the 
Indo Empire, either for foreign or inland 
trade, and that duſtucks ought to be given with any 
articles, and that Meer Mahomed Jaffier Aly Cawn 
in his treaty has very particularly confirmed the 
_ = the provinces under the Subadery of 
— That duties ought not to be paid to the 
Country Government in ſalt, beetle · nut, tobacco, 
or any article that have a duſtuck with them. 
34. That Duſtucks be a with ſuch articles N 
for the future. 

45. That no paſſports or certificates ſhould be . 
tanted to Company's ſervants or others, but that 
2 have a duſtuck with it, if the ſole property of 
a Company's ſervant, but not to other Engliſh inha- 

bitants. 
5th. That the Preſident, i in his letter to the Na- 


bob, has given up the privilege which the Com- 
_ pany enjoyed by this Firmaun; and therefore he 


continues in the ſame ſentiments as in the conſulta- _ 
tion of the 17th January. 
6/6, That * our Engliſh Gomaſtahs to 
| 2 & 
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the Country Government, would entirely prevent 
us from carrying on our trade, nor is there any 
neceſſity for any regulations in thoſe parts where we 
have an Engliſh factory, but in the diſtant .parts 
of the provinces ſomething is neceſſary to be ell a- ' 
bliſhed, as well for preventing out Gomaſtahs from 
being guilty of oppreſſions to the country people, 
as to keep the Officers of the Government from 
behaving in the manner they have lately done. 
That this point can only be ſettled betwixt the Na- 
A 1 ; N 


Mur. Marriot'? Opinion. x 
Mr. Marriot is of opinion, that the Preſident. 
ought to have waited till he could have received 
an anſwer, from the Board, before he wrote the 
letrer to the Nabob, as no paragraph. of the Board's, 
letter to the Preſident appears to authorize him to 
conclude a treaty without their approbation, unleſs 

their willingneſs to have affairs ſettled with the Na- 
bob on a ſolid baſis, with the ſecurity of our fights 
and privileges be copſtrued into that ſenſe, which 
he does not imagine was the intention of the Board. 
That in regard, to the treaty itſelf, it differs far 
from our Firmaund and Sunnuds, granted in con- 
MM ſequence. of our treaties with Surajah Dowla and, h 
affier Aly Cawn; particularly in giving up our | 
right of granting Duſtucks for inland trade, (tho? 

ſome few articles may have been denied us trading, 

in by the Country Government, unleſs we paid du- 

ties on them) notwithſtanding .our . Honourable. 

Maſters ſtrongly recommend the being jealous of 

our Firmaund privileges, and alſo in ſubmittiog 

our Gomaſtahs and dependaats to be under the Go- 

vernment's juriſdiction,. and liable on every occa - 

ion to be called before their courts, which is great · 

1y derogatory to the Engliſh name, and muſt take 
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from us that ſway we ought to have in the coun- 
try, without which no buſineſs will be able to be 
catried on, and will greatly prejudice not only the 
quality and quantity, bur alſo enhance the price of 
every article of the Company's inveſtments; that 
ſo far from ſubmitting our Gomaſtahs and depen- 
dants to the Government's courts of judicature, 
our Firmaund expreſly orders all our dependants 
that are indebted to us and run away, to be im- 
mediately delivered up to us, and that the Go- 
vernment's people ſhould give us all the aſſiſt- 
ance they can on ſuch an occaſion, in order to reco- 
ver our demands. . Er 5 

That in regard to exchange of money, as we 
have undoubted right to coin ſiccas from our Fir- 
maund and Sunnuds, we ought to inſiſt that thoſe 
we coin ſhould paſs; but to obviate any loſs that 
might ariſe by Batra on Siccas of a different mint at 
- another place, we ſhould get ſtamps of the ſeveral 
miats where we have occaſion to ſend money, and 


* ; , 


coin with thoſe ſtamps accordingly. 


For theſe reaſons I entirely diſſent to the trea- 
ty, the ill conſequences muſt now appear too plain 
every where, it being a dangerous ſyſtem to truſt 
the Government's people with To great a power. 
Their charafter of being rapacious and tyrannical 
would, T thought, have been well known to every 
ane. I am further of opinion the ſaid letter of the 
Preſident to the Nabob ſhould be demanded back, 
or hereafter bad conſequences may ariſe from it. 
_ In reply to the different articles propofed by the 
Board, Mr. Marriot is of opinion, that by the Fir- 
maund and ſubſequent treaties we have a right to 
trade in foreign and inland articles of trade, if a di- 
rect aſſertion is a ſufficient proof, and not one 
fingle article of trade prohibited us by the Fir- 
maund, &c. That the Government denying us to 
trade in a few articles, without we pay ne on 
1 K hs - 41 | 4 iem, | 
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them, is uſurping an authority they were formerly 


forbid, as by the tenor of the Firmaund it appears; 


that further uſurpations, and limiting aur trade 


were attempted by Aliverdy Khan's miniſters, in 


reſpect of paying duties on ſugar, and which the 
Company remonſtrate much againſt, and defire we 
will take care thoſe things may not be brought in- 


to a -precedent, which 'ſhews the opinion they en- 


tertained of thoſe encroachments, and by their ſe- 
veral regulations and orders concerning duſtucks, 
It plainly appears they only meant their ſervants 
ſhould not cover any black merchant's goods, or 
others that had not the privilege of a duſtuck, 


and by that means defraud the Government of the 


duties they would otherwiſe have collected on the 


faid merchant's goods, which, in caſe of being de- 


ee&ed, might have been a- plea for ſtopping the 
Company's buſineſs, and embroiling their affairs. 


That in conſequence of the Government's col- 


lecting a duty on falt, which we for the moſt part 
have acquieſced in, a duty ſhould be paid them at 
one place, and a ſtated ſum for each hundred 
maunds, at the rate the Moor merchants pay, and 
the ſalt paſs with the Company's duſtuck, (more 
ee as it is the produce of their own Jag- 
heers) and the collector of the ſaid duties receipt 
'for the ſame; after which the boats not to be de- 
tained at any gaut or chokey, further than to give 
the chokeydar time to take a copy of our duſtuck. 
That as the Company's duſtuck has been grant- 


ed for beetle-nut and tobacco, they are articles 


we ſhould not give up, but continue the Compa- 


ny's duſtuck for thoſe articles accordingly. That 


our acquieſcing in paying duties on falt ought to 
be looked on as a conceſſion on our parts, as the de- 
manding them is certainly an infringement of our 


Firmaund privileges; but as the other Subahs have 


received them, the Nabob has cuſtom to plead for 
EE D 2 his 
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his receiving them alſo, and as we have ſupported 
him in all all his ancient privileges, we ought to 
continue this to him, that it might not be detri- 
mental to his revenues. 

That the granting a certificate to Engliſh inha- 
bitants trading in ſalt for what they . purchaſe, 
has no bad conſequence attending it, as this inter- 


feres not with any branch of the Company's, and 


therefore thinks the Preſident ſhould grant them to 


thoſe who are not covenanted ſervants. 


That the ſubjecting our Gomaſtabhs to the con- : 


troul of the Officers of the Country Government, 


muſt, he conceives, be attended with the worſt of 


conſequences, as it is giving up one of our Firmaund 


privileges, which muſt make us eſteemed very 


light in the eyes of the generality of people, and 
conſequently treated with contempt by them, and 


be the means of depriving our Gomaſtahs of the in- 
fluence neceſſary ſor carrying on the leaſt buſineſs. 


That in order to prevent our Gomaſtahs from 


making a bad uſe of their authority, and injuring 
or diminiſhing the Government's revenues, or inter- 


fering the leaſt in them, (this being one of the 


chief articles of complaint againſt our Gomaſtahs) 


they ſhould be again poſitively forbid holding lands, 
villages, gunges, &c. of the Government, and an 


immediate example made of thoſe that diſobey, and 


then no other matters of diſpute can ariſe but in 


thoſe of trade, when the party injured ſhould apply 


Jor redreſs to the chief of the neareft Engliſn facto- 
ry, who no doubt is inveſted with authority. ſuffici- 


ent to make the Gomaſtah complained againſt ap- 


-pear, and anſwer to the complaint, if appearing 
true; and a few ſevere mpg a made on the G- 
maſtabs, would, I flatrer myſelf, in a ſhort time, 


have the defired effect, and no injuſtice be com- 


- 
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an Ar. Hay's Opinion. oo 
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„My 8 for j joining with the other members 
of the Board preſent, the 17th January, in paſſing 
the cenſure on the Preſident, minuted on the con- 
ſultation that day, are, that by the treaty or writ- 
ten ſecurity, that the Governor paſſed to the Na- 
bob the principal rights and privileges of the Eng- 
liſn Company, granted them by the King's Fir- 
maund and Huſbul-kookams from Delly, (con- 
firmed and fully explained by the treaties with Se- 
rajah Dow lah and Meer Jaffier Can, and enjoyed 
ſince thoſe treaties almoſt in full) are given up 
without one ſingle advantage gained for the Com- 
pany; but on the contrary, the total loſs of the 
Engliſh credit and reputation in theſe provinces, 
which has been declining theſe two years paſt, was 
the viſible conſequence of this agreement, to every 
one who ſaw it, and was the Jeaſt acquainted with 
the nature of the country people; and it now grieves 
me to think that the wiſeſt regulations, and the 
moſt ſteady conduct of the Board, will not be able 
to prevent the immediate bad effects of this ill 
cConcerted and unauthorized. proceedings of Mr. 
Vanſittart, as too plainly appears from the letters 


received from the Subordinates, and the general 


complaints of all our Agents and Gomaſtahs, which 

ſhew there is almoſt every where a ſtop to, or great 
incumbrances on our buſineſs, and that our ſervants 
are particularly ill uſed and oppreſſed. 

In conſidering the arguments for and againſt 
the preſent treaty, entered. into with the-Nabob by 
the Preſident, it is abſolutely neceſſary to the form- 
ing a true judgment on the affair, that the un- 
- juſt methods uſed in the country-courts of juſtice, 
as well as the methods practiſed by the country 
merchants, in — their affairs, ſhould be 


continually 1 in your mind. pe ed 
4 93 OE The 
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The impoſſibility of carrying on buſineſs when 
| ſubjected to the country-courts, I think muſt ap- 
pour lain to every one, when it is conſidered, that 
r al ſums of money recovered in them, you are 
obliged to pay, beſides the expences of the court, 
a chout of twenty-five per cent. on the money reco- 
vered, which if the Engliſh do not ſubmit to pay, 
it will always be the intereſt of the Jemmadars, &c. 
to decide againſt them. This 1 only mention as 
one of the numberleſs grievances we ſhould ſuffer if 
ſubjected to their authority. The country mer- 
chants are ſenſible of the impoſſibility of carrying 
on buſineſs under ſuch diſadvantages, and are 
therefore obliged to buy the protection of ſome 
perſon of authority in the Government, (if their 
own influence is not ſufficient) which ſets them 
above the reach of the lower Jemmadars of the coun- 
try, protects them from the violence of all, and at 
the ſame time gives them a kind of judicial autho- 
Tity, fo far as to confine the weavers and picars, 
when they cannot recover their 'balances from 
them otherwiſe. This being well underſtood, i 
imagine, was the principal reaſon for the Com- 
pany's being at fo great an expence in procuring 
their Firmaund and Huſbulhookums, which exempr 
the Company from thoſe inconveniences, - and like= 
wiſe of the great care that was taken to preſerve 
them in their full force, by the treaties with Sera- 
Jah Dowlah and Meer Jaffier Can. 
Before I come to conſider the different articles 
of the treaty, it is neceſſary to remark, that the 
_ Governor's arguing both in his letters and mi- 
nutes, in ſupport of this tranſaction, is on a ſup- 
poſition that the greateſt enormities have been and 
are committed by the Engliſh Gomaſtahs through- 
out the country, to the great detriment of the 
Nabob's revenues and Government. But that this 
has not been the caſe, will, I think, plainly _ . 
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from the ſeveral complaints made againſt them, be- 
ing no further ſupported than by the aſſertion of 
thoſe by whom made, and whoſe intereſt it was to 
make complaint, as ſome excuſe for their non- pay- 
ment of what was demanded of them; whereas if 
there was any foundation for theſe complaints, 
it was ſo much in their power, and fo agreeable to 
the preſent Government and the Preſident, that 
they ſhould be proved that they could never have 
wanted means to have done it, and likewiſe by the 
numberleſs oppreſſions that our Gomaſtahs and 
people. have ſuffered throughout the country ſor 
many months paſt; for it is not to be conceived, that 
2 treated in the manner they have been could 
ave it in their power to be guilty. of thoſe extra- 
vagant violences and enormities, which they are 
repreſented to have been by Mr. Vanſittart. Thus 
much premiſed, I ſhall now conſider Mr, Vanſit- 
tart's written ſecurity or obligation to the Nabob, 
Atjige Of arick.. ons fs res 1 Lars 
In the firſt, Mr. Vanſittart has given up the 
right which the Company have by their Firmaund, / - 
Huſbulhookums, and ſubſequent treaties of grant- 
ing duſtucks, except for ſhip-merchandize; laid a 
tax of nine per cent. on all other traffick, and in 
a manner acknowledged, that the Engliſh do car- 
ry on their trade by force or violence, extortion or 
I think the Board could never have juſtified 
_ themſelves for giving up the Company's privi- 
leges in this manner, and of courſe, that Mr. 
Vaaſittart, unauthorized as he: was to enter into 
any treaty, could have no right to do it; but ſup- 
ſe it otherwiſe, how was it to be determined 
which were, and which were not ſhip-merchan- 
dize. Mr. Vanſittart, indeed, in a ſubſequent ar- 
ticle, has left that to be determined by thoſe whoſe  - 
nennen 5 
poor * n 
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_ In the arguments uſed for the tax of nine per cent. 
on the trade from one part of the country to ano- 
'ther, it is throughout infinuated, that this is lefs 
than what has uſually been paid; and Mr. Vanſit- 
tart ſays, that on all the trade of this kind that he 
has carried on in falr, &c. he has paid the coun- 
try duties; but from my own knowledge as well 
as inquiry, I have reaſon to think, that of the in- 
numerable articles traded in in this way, only ſalt 
and tobacco have paid any; the former of which 
by far the moſt conſiderable, I believe laſt year, 
on a medium, did not pay above three per cent. 
although we ſubmitted to pay the eſtabliſhed 
country duties. Mr. Vanfittart, on being aſked 
in Council laſt Tueday what thoſe articles were 
that he meant by ſalt, &c. replied, only falt, for 
that he never traded in any other. How ill then 
is his argument ſupported by his declaration, when 
explained. On the whole, I believe we are b 
this, inſtead of trading duty free, which I thin 

we have an undoubted right to, loaded with a 
duty more than double what is paid by the Dutch, 

' "Armenians, or any people of the county. 
The acknowledging then in a'publick writing, 
"that the Engliſh do carry on their trade by force 

or violence, extortion or unfair dealings, as I ima- 
gine, without any foundation for ſuch aſſertion, is 

ſo hurtful to the reputation of the Engliſh in this 
country, that I look on it in the ſame light that 
I co the giving up the privilege of the Firmaund. 

By the ſecond article, contrary to privileges 
that the Engliſh enjoy by grants and treaties, 
themſelves and Gomaſtahs are ſubjected to the ju- 

Friſdiction of the meaneft Officer the Nabob em - 

pPloys, without the liberty of an appeal. 

II I find fo many object ions of the fame nature as 
Were made to the laſt to be made to this, and 
every article of this treaty, that I ſhall only remark 
i a | 3% & an 
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on the whole of the remaining articles; that by be- 
ing debarred the liberty of making ſalt, we are de- 
prived of a privilege that every perſon, European 
and others, in the country have but ourſelves. 7 
That giving up the right of coining in the dif- 
ferent mints, is overſeuting a privilege granted 
from Delly. ee 

That the throwing the whole trade of Aſſam 
wil Rungamatty into the hands of one perſon, is a 
monopoly moſt deſtructive to trade, and more par- 
_ ticularly if what Mr. Vanſittart advances be juſt, 
that the duty on cotton alone in that country brin 
in a revenue of 40,000 Rupees, which if you ſup- 
poſe at x per cent, muſt be raiſed on 800,000 Ru- 
pees“ worth, which if thus monopolized, muſt - 
greatly raiſe the price of that article, and of courſe 
the 3 of cloth. _ 

on the whole, I think the written, ſecurity 
ould d be demanded of the Nabob and deſtroyed, 
to prevent in future times, when our affairs may 
not be in the flouriſhing ſituation they are at pre- 
ſent in Bengal, in regard to force, a bad uſe being 
made of it; for it is probable that the government 
Would, in caſe of having the upper hand in the 
country, make uſe of it to invalidate the privileges 
the Engliſh enjoy by their F irmaund, Huſbul- 

hookum, and treaties. '* 

In anſwer to queſtion the 1ſt, I y Tes. 

To queſtion the 2d, No. 1 

To queſtion the gd, Yes. | 

To queſtion the 4th, That certificates ſhould he 
given after the duties are paid. 

To queſtion the ;th, Not at all. 

In anſwer to queſtion the 6th, I ſay as formerly, 
| agreeable to the Phirmaund, that a plan be laid 

down by the Board, to prevent any injuries being 
done by the Engliſh Gomaſtahs, and for puniſhing 
tem that are guilty, Which 1 think may be {wn 

: | ane 


42 ORIOINALTATER S 


done by a committee appointed for that purpoſe, 
who ſhould receive all complaints and appeals from 
ſubordinates, or the agents reſiding with authority 
of the Board in thoſe quarters, and examine them; 
and as it appears that great part, if not the whole of 
the troubles that have happened to the Engliſh and 
their Gomaſtahs of late, are owing to the orders 
ſent over the country by the Nabob, I think it 
highly neceſſary that we have always a ſenior ſer- 
vant, reſident with the Nabob, who ſhould be ac- 
quainted with all orders regarding the Engliſh. 
This, I think, we have a right to demand, and is 
what we ſhould inſiſt on, as it will in R re- 
vent our ſo long being ignorant of the pure c of our 
_— as we dane lately been. 


Ihr. J ohnſtone”s Opinion. 


Mr. Johnſtone thinks the Preſident's letter to 
the Nabob, containing the new regulations he in- 
tends to eſtabliſh is from its object ſtill as well as 
conceſſions highly n to us, and ſuch as 
could not fail of ruining our trade and influence, 
and reducing us lower than ever the Engliſn were 
yet, at any period in this country. That the Pre- 
fident without authority, or any urgent neceſſity 
that yet appears, or can be conceived, reſigned to 
the Nabob thoſe rights and privileges we are in- 

titled to by che Firmaund, and ſubſequent treaties, 
and have hitherto enjoyed by virtue of them. 
aft, By diſtinguiſhing the Company's trade from 
that of their ſervants, -and agreeing to an exorbitant 
duty of 9 per cent. on all articles of the inland- 
trade, without diſtinftion or examination of what 
Had uſually been paid on any of thoſe articles at the 
different ſubordinates, eſtabliſhing the rule upon 
that paid by the gentlemen of Luckypoor, though _ 
* mentioned by them to be more than what 


was 
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was paid at Dacca, and known to be above double 
the duty paid heretofore at Houghly, and though 
ſalt was the only article in his own private inland- 
trade, that the Preſident remembers to have ever 
paid any duty on before this time. | 2dly, In ſub- 
jecting the Engliſh and their Gomaſtahs under the 
authority of the Moors-courts of judicature, con- 
trary to the privileges we have ever enjoyed of 
protecting thoſe employed under us, and being our- 
ſelves the judges of their actions, the many ill 
conſequences of which, and the entire loſs of that 
credit and pre-eminence we have ever maintained, 
is evident to every body; of which we have had 
ample proof ſince the eirculation of the regula- 
tions in every quarter by the abuſe of the 
power fo eagerly put into their hands, by the ſtop- 
page of our trade, and attacks openly made on 
thoſe entitled to our protection. gdly, By prohi- 
biting at once, without reaſon, or ever conſulting 
the Board, the Company's ſervants at the factories 
of Luckypoor, Iſtamabad, &c. from making ſalt- 
works themſelves, which is a liberty not denied to 
any native of the country, and by which their for- 
tunes have been and are endangered, as no time was. 
allowed for collecting in the money they had laid 
out, and the balances due could only be recovered 
by receiving the ſalt from the Molongies they had 
employed. The article ordering, without any limi- 
cation, that all purchaſes of lands made by any of 
the ſervants of our factories ſhould be reſigned, 
was, I think, unjuſt and diſhonourable to us, as if 


the government, were not entitled to our protection. 

II be article directing, that the Chiefs and ſer- 

vants of the factories, are not to hinder the weavers 

or brokers of the government, has been conſidered 

as giving full power to the Nabob's officers over 

the peop!e, and may turn to the ruin of the —_ 
| BE wo, 


our ſervants, where they paid the due demands to 
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pany's inveſtments, as appears by the proceed ings 
of Mahomed Aly at the Dacca Arungs. 


The foregoing privilege we had of coining in 
the mints of Patna and Dacca, while no proviſion 


was made for the currency of our Siccas at thoſe 


places without diſcount, was yielding up: what the 
Company could demand of right. 

Ordering all purchaſes at y 67 AY to be made 
entirely through the Nabob's Droga, was an in- 
fringement of our rights of a free trade in that 
quarter, and againſt the treaty with Jaffier Aly 
Cawn, by which we are free from being even 
Chg to buy by the intervention of Dilolls. 
The minute of the Board the 17th January, on 
the proceedings of the Preſident, therefore to me 
appears well grounded, and I think the treaty ought 
to be recovered: from the Nabob and deſtroyed, 
that ſo bad a precedent . never de eſtabliſhed 
and uſed againſt W856! 251 

Next in regard to the ans — Th 
ind iſt, That by virtue of the — Huſ- 
bulhookums, and the treaties with Serajah: Dowla 
and Meer Jaffier Aly Cawn, the Company and 
their ſervants have a right, without any reſtriction 
or limitation, to trade in, and grant duſtucks for 
every article, whether for foreign or inland - trade, 
our having been reſtricted by the power of the Su-. 
bahs before the revolution from the full enjoyments 
of theſe rights, can never be urged as a good ar- 
gument to invalidate them, when we become 
23 enough to aſſert them; they were eſta- 

liſhed as fully and clearly as could be expreſſed in 
the public treaties then concluded, and in ſunnuds 
and duſtucks afterwards, in conſequence, by Se- 
rajah Dowla, and Jafficr Aly Cawn; for the inter- 
rupted currency of our trade, through the undiſ- 
putable authority of the duſtuck, wherever it was 
—_— 2 theſe ſunnuds were not — = 

uc 
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ſuch quarters where the Company had factories and 
aurungs, but comprehended alſo all the diſtant fron- 
tier provinces, where they had not the leaſt trade of 
any kind, as Rungpore, Purnea, Rangamatty, 
Dinagepoor, Sillet, &c. And Jaffier Aly Cawn 

yet agrees that he underſtoↄd the treaty in this ſenſe, 
that wherever a Company's duſtuck was granted, 
no duty could ever be demanded. If cuſtom, and 
what privileges we, enjoyed under the Moors" go+ 
vernment before the revolution, are to be eſtabliſned, 
as what only we have a right to trade in now, by 
virtue of our grants, Firmaunds, &c. there is 
ſcarce an article of the gruff- trade, whether for ex- 
port or conſumption, in Calcutta, and other places 
in the kingdom, but we muſt give up. For it is 
known we could not profeſſedly in our on names 
trade in theſe. articles, though willing to pay the 
duties, and arbitrary extortions required on ſuch 
occaſions. Theſe various other articles of gruff are 


no more particularized or excepted in any treaty or 


Firmaund, &c. &c than the two articles of ſalt and 
tobacco, and have been ever ſince the treaty with 
Serajah Dowla, carried on with the Company's duſ- 
tuck. That we have acquieſced in paying duty on 
the ſingle article of ſalt, and paſſing it with the 
Shawbunder's Raunna at Calcutta, Dacea, and 
Luckypoor, ſhould not now, I think, weigh with 
us to continue it, when our rights are called in 

eſtion, and we are bound to ſupport them in their 
ull extent. Above all, as this article is the pro- 

duce of the Company s own lands at Calcutta, Pur- 
gannahs Chittagong, Midnapore, Jallaſore, and 
| rdwan;-and as-it-makes|a conſiderable branch of 
their revenue, it ought as much as poſſible to be pro- 
tected and encouraged, inſtead of being oppreſſed 
with new taxes, exceeding above double of what it 
has yet paid. As for the article of tobacco, no 
duſtuck from the government has ever been n 


— — 
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pany's inveſtments, as appears by the eee 
of Mahomed Aly at the Dacca Arungss. 
The foregoing privilege we had of coining in 


the mints of Patna and Dacca, while no proviſion 


was made for the currency of our Siccas at thoſe 

places without diſcount, was yielding up: what the 

Company could demand of right. : 
Ordering all purchaſes at Gualparah to be made 


entirely through the Nabob's Droga, was an in- 


fringement of our rights of a free trade in that 
quarter, and againſt the «treaty with Jaffier Aly 
Cawn, by which we are free from being even 
der to buy by the intervention of Dilolls. 

The minute of the Board the 17th January, on 


the proceedings of the Preſident, therefore to me 


appears well grounded, and 1 think the treaty ought 
to be recovered: from the Nabob and: deſtroyed, 


that ſo bad a — _y never be able 


and uſed againſt us. t 
Next in regard to the ooflions. — 5 " 


chink, iſt, That by virtue of the Firmaund, Huſ- 


bulhookums, and the treaties with Serajah Dowla 


and Meer Jaffier Aly Cawn, the Company and 
their ſervants have a right, without any reſtriction 


or limitation, to trade in, and grant. duſtucks for 
every article, whether for foreign or inland- trade, 
our having been reſtricted by the power of the Su- 
bahs before the revolution from the full enjoyments 


of theſe rights, can never be urged as a good ar- 


gument to invalidate them, when we become 

werful enough to aſſert them; they were eſta- 
Elitved as fully and clearly as could be expreſſed in 
the public treaties then concluded, and in ſunnuds 


and duſtucks afterwards, in conſequence, by Se- 


rajah Dowla, and Jaffier Aly Cawn; for the inter- 
rupted currency of our trade, through the undiſ- 
putable authority of the duſtuck, wherever it was 
_ * theſe ſunnuds were not _ 4 
uc 
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ſuch quarters where the Company had factories and 
aurungs, but comprehendedallo all the diſtant! fron- 
tier provinces, where they had not the leaſt trade of 
any kind, as Rungpore, Purnea, Rangamatty, 
Dinagepoor, Sillet, &c. And Jaffier Aly Cawn 
yet agrees that he underſtood the treaty in this ſenſe, 
that wherever a Company's duſtuck was granted, 
no duty could ever be demanded. If cuſtom, and 
what privileges we enjoyed under the Moors“ go- 
vernment before the revolution, are to be eſtabliſhed, 
as what only we have a right to trade in now, by 
virtue of our grants, Firmaunds, &c. there is 
ſcarce an article of the gruff- trade, whether for ex- 
port or conſumption, in Calcutta, and other places 
in the kingdom, but we muſt give up. For it is 
known we could not profeſſedly in our on names 
trade in theſe. articles, though willing to pay the 
duties, and arbitrary extortions required on ſuch 
occaſions. Theſe various other articles of gruff ate 
no more particularized or excepted in any treaty or 
Firmaund, &c. & than the two articles of ſalt and 
tobacco, and have been ever ſince the treaty with 
Serajah Dowla, carried on with the Company's duſ- 
tuck. That we have acquieſced in paying duty on 
the ſingle article of ſalt, and paſſing it with the 
Shawbunder's Raunna at Calcutta, Dacca, and 
Luckypoor, ſhould not now, I think, weigh with 
us to continue it, when our rights are called in 
ueſtion, and we are bound to ſupport them in their 
Jul extent. Above all, as this article is the pro- 
duce of the Company's on lands at Calcutta, Pur- 
rn Chittagong, Midnapore, Jallaſore, and 
Burdwan, and as it makes a conſiderable branch of 
their revenue, it ought as much as poſſible to be pro- 
tected and encouraged, inſtead of beiog oppreſſed 
with new taxes, exceeding above double of what it 
has yet paid. As for the article of tobacco, no 
duſtuck from the government has ever been nn 
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and the duty paid on it has never been demanded till 
after its arrival at Dacca, and at Coſſimbuzar the 
Company's duſtucks have always been HO and 
never diſputed for this article, 
ad. 1 think therefore that the Government have 
no right to demand that, or any other duties where 
the duſtuck is granted, and that it ſnould be now 
granted on ſalt and tobacco, as it has been here- 
tofore for beetlenut, rice, ghee, opium, ſugar, &c. 
ande conſumed in the country as well as e 
3d, Thoſe European inhabitants who by the 
Companyh $ direions are not entitled to duſtucks, 
ſhould not be freed from pa paying the duties, yet, 
hen theſe are diſcharged, for the eaſe of trade, I 
think a paſſport or certificate from the Preſident 
might accompany the Ruanna of the Buxſhbunder. 
Ath, The Engliſh Gomaſtahs in any part of the 
three provinces, ſhould be ſubject in no manner to 
the Country Government: They are not in my opi- 
nion more than their principals to be accountable to 
them; I believe they never were; and e cage 
poſſibly have been taken more forely to ruin our 
her inflaence, and reſpect in the country, than 
acknowledging them our abſolute maſters and 
ges: the Company have ever protected their 
zxmaſtaks, and thoſe of their ſervants. While we 
— ſubordi nate factories, and a fixed government 
_ juſtice may always be had when complaints 
2 rounded, and carr be proved by the Go- 
sdependents; nor need we be ſtartled 
Ah prove laid before us, but from the ſubject, 
exaggeration, and groundleſineſs of moſt of them. 
Conceive hat a ſtate of wretched: dependence we 
 thould fall into, were we liable to be called upon 
every ſueh like abſurd complaint preferred to the 
Country Government. In thoſe more diſtant quar- 
ters where the Company have not factories, the 


r is generally managed by — Tag 
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had the approbation of the Board, to go up the 
country and give in ſecurity for their good beha- 
viour. They may be preſumed more to be de- 
pended on for determining equitably any diſputes 
about points of trade, which is all they ſhould or 
need have any connection with, than any zemin- 
dary court; an appeal might nevertheleſs always 
lie from them to the neareſt ſubordinate, and when 
ſuch perſons are publicly known in permiſſion, and 
authority of the Board, to whom they are to be 
accountable, they may, without any new regula- 
tion, or innovation, carry on their trade, to the 
ſatisfaction of the people, and without any detri- 
ment to, or interfering with the collection of the 


: * 


revenues. © 


Mr. Haſtings's Opinion. 

My name already appearing to the letter pro- 
poſing the regulations, which form the ſubſtance of 
the Preſident's letter to the Nabob, it will hardly 
be expected of me to join in the harſh and unme- 
rited cenſures paſt upon them by the members which 
then formed the Board. I at that time regarded 
theſe regulations, not as a conceſſion of any new 
rights to the Nabob, but a confirmation 4 thoſe 
which he held by the treaties already in force, nor 
has any thing appeared ſince, to make me change 


. « 


cr.” ET OILY 2 
My ſentiments upon the extent of our duſtucks, 
. and the privileges of our Gomaſtahs, I ſhall give 
fully bereafter, obſerving only in this place, that 
in ſettling the duties on the inland trade at 9 per 
cent. the Governor only fixed the rate, which was 
before variable, levied with continual diſputes, to 
the great derriment of the fair trader; and in this 
he acted in ſtrict conformity to the plain and literal 
mas, ok EE inſtructions 
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inſtructions of the Board, whatever ſenſe they were 
intended to convey. .- 

The Preſident has ſo ally explained the motives 
and reaſons for this tranſaction, that it is needleſs for 
me to take up the time of the Board with a repetitiort 
of them... Upon the whale, I declare it as my opi- 
nion, that the regulations in queſtion were calcu 
lated in the beſt manner to put our trade upon a 
proper footing, to diſtinguiſh our rights from thoſe. 
of the Nabob, to preſerve the Engliſh name from 
reproach, and the affairs of the Company from 
ſuffering by continual diſputes and contentians in 
which they had no concern. 

To underſtand the meaning of any treaty bete | 
the expreſſions are doubtful or defedive, recourſe. 
ſhould be had to the circumſtances of the parties con- 
cerned at the time in which they were made. Re- 
garding the Firmaund in this light, we ſhall make 
no ſcruple to. pronounce, that the Company could 
not when they obtained that grant from the Court 
of Delhy, underſtand it to extend beyond their 
own trade, or include privileges of which they 
could not make any uſe, and which (I may add) 
they never dreamt of. The commerce in imports, 
and exports ever bounded (as of neceſſity it muſt) 


their concerns in the country. For the encou- + 


ragement of a trade ſo beneficial to the country and 
its revenues, the Court, at that time in its moſt 
flouriſhing ſtate, and ſupported by wiſe and able 
miniſters, indulged the Company with the freedom 
which they petitioned for from duties. Then the 
trade in * commodities, as were produced and 
ſold in the country, was entirely confined to the 
natives. They were either farmed out here they 
were conſiderable enough to make an article in the 
public revenues, or circulated through the province 
by 325 r ſort of people, to whom, whillt they 
; 9 afforded 
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afforded a ſubſiſtence, they at the ſame time added 
to the income of the ſtate, by the duties gathered 
upon them. Let us ſuppoſe the Company's agents 
had petitioned for the liberty of trading in theſe 
articles without paying duties; can it be conceived 
that the government could have been ſo blind to 
it's own. intereſt, as to have given a privilege, to 
ſtrangers, which would have enabled them to mo- 
gnopoſize the whole trade of the country, to im- 
| poveriſh the natural ſubjects, and exhauſt the coun- 
try of it's wealth, without making any adequate re- 
turn for it? The privileges therefore claimed by the 
Company, and allowed by the government, were 
originally deſigned by both, for ſuch a trade only 
as was carried on by the former, that is in goods 


E brought into the country, or purchaſed in it for 


exportation. In effect, it was ever limited to thar, 
nor can it be proved that the duſtuck was ever al- 
lowed to paſs for any other, from the firſt engage- 
ment of this grant, till the death of Serajah Dowla. 
The Company, in their ſtanding, orders before that 
time, prohibited their ſervants from meddling with 

what we have now termed the inland- trade, and 
named it illicit; nor can any difference of power 
convey to us a right from former treaties, which 
ve confeſſedly wanted before. Though ſince the 
redſtoration of the Company's privileges we have 
by degrees dealt in the inland: trade, yet it was al- 
ways with a tacit acknowledgernent of the inva- 
lidity of our duſtuck for that trade, having gene- 
rally paid the government a duty thereon, and 
Where it was attempted without it, it has been con- 
ſtantly the ſubject of complaints and ophoßtion 
on the part of the Nabob's officers. = 
I am well aware of one objection, hich 1 . 
a frequently heard repeated in the courſe of the de- 
bates upon this ſubject, and which it may be proper 
| in this place to ae to, 1 ra that we ſaguld 

. E not 
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not be too vigorous in calling in queſtion our own 
_ "privileges, but where the ſenſe of a treaty is not 
 fufficiently clear, interpret it in ſuch a manner, as 
- may tend to our own advantage, leaving it to others 
to difpute it; and that therefore, as the Phirmaund 
gives us a general right to trade, duty free, with- 
out mentioning any exceptions, we ſhould infiſt on 
a free trade, in every thing, without exception. 
Without examining this principle, I ſhall only ſay, 
that if it be juſt at all, it can only be ſo where the 
points conteſted for are of real importance; but 
where they are either trivial in themſelves, os have 
a pernicious tendency, it muſt be an abſurdity to 
inſiſt upon them. 5 8 5 
1 muſt now beg leave for the firſt time, to diſ- 
tinguiſh between the intereſt of the Company, and 
that of individuals, which I am afraid have been 
too much confounded in theſe debates. That the 
Company will not ſuffer, by a reſtriction of the 
duſtuck to the foreign merchandize, is manifeſt, 
ſince, with that reſtriction, it will anſwer every 
purpoſe for which they want it; beſides, the odrum 
which a monopoly ſo injurious to the natural rights 
of the country merchants, muſt unavoidably caſt 
upon the Engliſh name, and the perpetual jea- 
louſies, which from experience we know it to be 
attended with, prove that this privilege is in effect 
© highly prejudicial to the real intereſt, as well as 
© honour of the Company. As they have been pleaſe 
to permit us to ſhare with them the benefit of the 
duſtuck, we may furely content ourſelves with the 
enjoyment of thar privilege within the ſame bounds 
to which they have limited themſelves. To at- 
tempt to extend it beyond that, for the ſake of dur 
don private advantages, and to make this a point 
of conteſt with the power in alliance with the Com- 
pany, is both a violation of juſtice, and a breach of 


* 


ii duty which we owe to our employers. 
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My opinion then upon the three firſt den 23 
before us, is, 
+ 1ſt, That we can claim no right . the The 
maund (nor of courſe the ſubſequent treaties which 
were but intended as copies of that in the articles 
regarding our commerce] to an exemption from 
Aauties on any but foreign trade, that is, in goods 
imported, or carried out of the country. 
d, That duties ought to be paid to the Country 
' Government on ſalt, beetle nut, and other articles 
which are produced and ſold in the country. 
3d, That of courſe the duſtuck ought not to 
be given for theſe articles, but that they paſs with 
a rewana, or certificate ſrom the officer of the cuſ- 
toms, in the ſame manner with the goods belonging 
to other merchants. 
The 4th article I deem altogether unneceſſary, 
whether we trade in ſalt with the Company's duf- 
tuck, or as other merchants without one, the duſ- 
tuck being a ſufficient diſtinction in the firſt caſe, 
and the latter requiring none. 
My opinion upon the 5th queſtion, is, that the 
Engliſh Gomaſtahs in every part of the three pro- 
vinces, whether in the diſtricts of the Nabob or the 
Company, ſhall be ſubjected to the authority of the 
magiſtrate, but with this diſtinction to be obſerved 
between private Gomaſtahs, and thoſe of the Com- 
pany, that the former ſhall. be equally accountable 
do the magiſtrate for any miſdemeanor, with any 
one of the Nabob's ſubjects, that ſhall at any time 
reſide in the territory of the Company, nor. enjoy 
any advantages above other merchants, but ſuch 
only as the Firmaund gives them, viz. that their 
1 ſhall paſs duty free wherever they have the 
protection of the duſtuck; the magiſtrate ſhall not 
oppoſe, but aſſiſt them in the recovery of theit juſt a 
debts, nor ſuffer any one to injure or oppreſs them. 
;h * as the re s Gomaſtahs have a weightier 
E 2 me. 
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charge, and axe. none of them ſituated at ſell a 
diſtance from the. Company 8 factories, but that 
complaints againſt them may be both eaſily heatd, 
and ſpeedily r̃edreſſed ; it ſhould be only permitted | 
to the magiſtrate to oppoſe them in the actual com- 
miſſion of any violence, or the aſſumption of any 
. rights not belonging to them, but in any diſputes 
with heir immediate dependants, ſuch as the wea- 
vers, pykars, or delolls in their ſervice, he ſhall 
not interfere otherwiſe than by aſſiſting them in 
carry ing their complaints to the preſidency, or the 
factories to which the Gomaſtah belongs, for redreſs. 
But the Gomaſtah ſhall not therefore protect his own 
dependants from any lawful claims of the govern- 
ment, nor their ſons: from juſtice" in wy criminal 
Aauſes. N 
This to me appears the only equitable method 
for preventing any miſbehaviour in our people, or 
diſputes between them and the Nabob's. If the 
_ magiſtrate at any time ſhould abuſe his authority, 
the Nabob ſhould be required, upon proof, to dif- 
miss him from his office; or inflict any other pu- 
niſhment ſuitable to the degree of the offence. If 
5 this juftice, ſo eſſential to the Nabob's own intereſt 
and the tranquillity of the country, be refuſed, or 
From the diſtance of his reſidence cannot be timely 
obtained, we have always the means/ in our power, 
hen ſuch extraordinary occaſions may demand it, 
to vindicate our Tights, 5 call the nen of 
hem to juſtice. 
From the peculiarity. of 0 a a natural 
- /penſity in the weaker part of mankind to run oo 
oc extreme to another, it has unfortunately hap- 
ned, that the power ſuddenly placed in the hands 
* the Nabob's officers, for the protection of his 
„ pe 2 has been ſo extravagantly abuſed, as” to 
"otcafion to à perſuaſion. in many, that no 
222 can with 238 be truſted in their hands. 
As 
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As I have formerly lived amongſt the country peo- 
ple in a very inferior ſta:ĩon, and at a time when 
we were ſubject to the moſt ſlaviſn dependance on 
the Government, I can with the greateſt confidence 
deny the juſtice of the opinion, and add further, 
from repeated experience, that if our people, in- 
ſtead of creating themſelves, into lords, and op- 
preſſors of the country, confine. themſelves to an 
honeſt and fair trade, and ſubmit themſelves to 
the lawful authority of the Government, they will 
be every where courted and reſpected, and the Eng- 
liſh name, inſtead of becoming a reproach, will be 
univerſally revered ; the country will reap a benefit 
from our commerce; and the power of the Eng- 
Uh, inſtead of being made a bugbear to frighten 
the poor inhabitants into a ſubmiſſion. to injury and 
oppreſſion, | will be regarded r. e. as their 
greateſt bleſſing and protection. 

-:It5is as impoſſible for any ſtate ro ſublil with, a 
divided power as with none. Our ſervants are as, 
| likely to make an ill uſe of their powet as the Nabab's 
© re; but are not ſo eaſily to he reſtrained. In whoſe | 

hands therefgte can it be ſo properly erden 
thoſe of the Government's to whom it belongs 2 T. 
take from chem that right (a righe which. 1 
never ſuffet to be conteſted im our on diſtricts) 
will be to introduce oppteſſion, rapine, and anarchy 
into the couitry which we · are engaged to protect, 
and whatever temporary advantage individuals ma 
gain from ſuch a ſcene of troubles, the affaits 
the Company muſt infallibly ſuſſet by it if not be 
involved in ohe common ruin with the 288 
That this conſequence may not appear too forc 
drawn, permit me to add, it has been A 
the wiſeſt auch moſt permanent ſtates have ever. 
to conqueted nations the exereiſe of their 
las, and) by that means inſured their ſubjection. 
- The» mou A og we have acquired in theſe. pro- 
ces Zonbs ga h wo 910g 
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vinces, has reduced them to a condition as nearly 
reſembling a conqueſt, as it is for our intereſts to 
wiſh it, but if we take ſo ungenerous, as well as 


ſo impolitic an advantage of their weakneſs, as to 
put ir in the power of every Banyan, who calls him- 
ſelf an Engliſh ſervant, to tyrannize over the inha- 
birants without controul, this is not only to deprive 
them of their own laws, but to refuſe them even 


he benefit of any. 
75 . Cartier's Opinion. 


Mr. Cartier gives it as his opinion, that the 
improper, and naturally tended, from the commiſ- 
name a diſcredit and a real diſgrace. © The late vio- 


lences, as well as infolences committed by the na- 
tives, are a certain argument of its impropriety, 


and which, were clearly foreſeen, the very inſtant 


the ſaid letter was made public. That the hope 


ven them of being conſtituted judges and arbi- 
Fe all diſputes that might happen in the in- 
tercourſe of our buſineſs, gave cauſe to the many 
jnconveniencies and tyranny that we have lately 
ſuſfered, and do ſuffer. T be ſubjecting us to ſuch 
4 controul would have effectually deſtroyed our 
inflaence and reputation in the country, and would 
una voidably have ſed us, from the manifold oppreſy 
ſions we ſhould have fell under by ſuch regulations 
taking place, to the neceſſity of taking up arms, 
for the redreſs of their grievances, which every 


Preſident's letter to the Nabob was in every reſpect 
ſions contained therein, to bring upon the Engliſh 


member of the colony muſt have felt by ſo arbi- 


trary 2 juriſdiction. As it is, the evil will ſpread 
wide, and has acquired ſuch ſtrength, that no other 


methods, I doubt, but forcible ones, will be able 


to temove it. He cannot think the members of the 
ard gave, or intended giving a direct conſent — | 
7 - oy 
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the Preſident's entering into a treaty with the Na- 
bob, on points ſo very intereſting to our privi- 
leges, nor did they imagine ſuch a ſtep was any 
ways neceſſary ; but what he thinks molt condem- 
nable, is, that the ſaid regulations, previous to the 
approbation or diſapprobation of the Board, were 
made known to the Nabob, and the ſame orders 
given by him to his different officers, to be carried 
into execution before ſuch agreement could have. 
the concurrence of the ſeveral members of the 
Council; he is likewiſe of opinion that the ſaid 
regulations and the ſaid letter to the Nabob, were 
in no reſpect agreeable to the tenor and ſpirit of 
our Firmaund, and the ſubſequent treaties entered 
into with the Nabobs Serajah Dowla, and Meer 
Jaffier, but would have been the means of con- 
fining our privileges into much narrower bounds - 
than our grants and treaties are intended to reſtrain. 
us in. 
- xt, On the extent and true meaning of the Fir- 
maund and all ſubſequent treaties. 
Mr. Cartier thinks, that by the o in⸗ 
veſted in us, by our Firmaund, Huſbulhookums, 
and our late treaties, our trade is under no limita- 
tion whatever, either in foreign or inland commo- 
dities. That the want formerly of power to aſ- 
ſert the immunities of the Firmaund, cannot, as 
he imagines, be conſtrued to an abſolute and entire 
deprivation of them; this reaſon now no longer 
exiſting, we ought to aſſert our privileges to their 
fulleſt extent and latitude, nor ſubmit to the capri- 
cious conduct and encroaching behaviour of * 
Country Government. 
2d, On the trade in ſalt and Aan he can 
have no objection to the payment of an equitable 
duty; more particularly, as we have hitherto both 
at the preſidency and the faories of Dacca and 


1 ſubmitted to p both of theſe ar· 
E 4 ticles; 
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ticles ; but let that be fixed at a medium of what 
hay been paid at the different ſettlements, and fur- 
thermore to be conſidered as a conceſſion made the 
Nabob, and not claimed as a right, paid as a thing 
which cuſtom has eſtabliſhed, and not to be con- 
firmed by any treaty, ( 
3d, If it is allowed that che m in Gale: wand: 
tobacco, is in every reſpect agreeable to our Fir- 
maur d privileges, he ſees no reaſon why a duſtuck 
ſhould not be granted for thoſe articles as well as 
for all others; though, at the ſame time, as a duty 
may probably be laid on thoſe two articles, they 
mould be accompanied by the Buxbundar's or the 
Shaſhbundar's receipt, to aſcertain that full duties 
have been paid, and that er ee is to be 
demanded on any account. 
Ath, As certificates have tern need indiſeri- 
minately to the ſervants of the Company, as well 
as to the inhabitants of Calcutta, he thinks the 
ſame ſhould be continued to the latter, on their ap- 
plication to the Preſident on producing the Bux- 
bundar's receipt for duties paid'; though at the ſame 
1 | time the duty ſtipulated and aprerd: upon to be le- 
vied on thoſe bucher of trade, the property of the 
Company's ſervants, ſhould ſerve as no 
5 for what may be demanded from them. 5 
| St, The nature of the Government in every 
5 Part of Indoſtan, being in all reſpects oppreſſive 
_ "and vena), and the decifion of all cauſes depending 
more on the ability of the parties engaged in brib- 
ing their judges, than the legality of them, it can 
ſearcely be thought even equitable that the ſervants 
ad Gomaſtahs in our employ ſhould on any com- 
Plaint or miſdemeanor be ſubject to their determi- 
nation. It is likewiſe a known truth, that in every 
diſpute concerning property and money matters, 
2 fourth part is appropriated for the ſervice of the 
Government and ONE" This probably might 
not 
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not be inſiſted upon from us, though it's not being 
ſo would in all likelihood be rather prejudicial than 
the contrary, as the other party might be ſub- 
ject to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the country, Which, 
if ſo, it muſt appear to every one what a ſuperior 
influence would be acquired on that ſide... But 
even independant. of the cuſtom, and ſhould ĩt not 
be expected or demanded from either party, yet 
the integrity of our propoſed judges is ſo little al- 
lowed ol, that it would be the higheſt abſurdity to 
expect it, or even to ſubmit to their having the leaſt 
power or authority over our people: Should this 
be ever permitted, it will not be preſumption to 
declare that we may then begin to date the com- 
mencement of our declining influence in the coun- 
try, and would moſt certainly be productive of 
continual broils, ſnould we have ſpirit ſufficient re- 
maining to reſent the injuſtice and indignities we 
- muſt in ſuch ſituation be expoſed to. 
| 6th, Though he thinks it improper to allow the 

Officers of the Government any kind of controul 
over our Gomaſtahs, yet he is far from wiſhing. 

their actions ſhould be in any reſpe& uncontroulable. 
Let the perſon injured, if not in our employ, lay 

his complaint before the magiſtrate of the diſtrict 
he is in, to be by him forwarded with the complaint 
to the Prefident, or Chief and Council of the dif- 

_ ferent factories, ad may be moſt near the diſtri. 
which the complaint comes from, when the Go- 
maſtah ſo complained againſt ſhall be ordered don 
to juſtify himfelf as to the accufation lodged againft 

im. Should the complaints ariſe in parts diſtant 

ftom either the Preſidency or the factories, he 

_ thinks à confidence might be repoſed in the gentle- 

men employed as our agents in thoſe parts, as they 
are men of character, and their appointments have 


* 
own 


| bees ede by the Board, und tach 0 
| upon to ſettle t complaints brougtit again 
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own Gomaſtahs. Should this not be approved, be 
can only ſuppoſe the method pointed out as to the 
determination of thoſe diſputes that may happen in 
the neighbourhood of the different ſettlements, or 
by an Aumeen properly authorized to make an en- 
quiry into them. It is neceſſary we ſhould become 
our own judpes in all diſputes in which we may poſ- 
fibly be concerned. Moſt true it is, it has not the 
moſt equitable appearance, but every gentleman 
muſt be convinced how highly eſſential ſuch a pri- 
vilege is for the ſupporting our influence, and 
avoĩding the chicanery and perplexities of a Moo- 
riſſi Court. And he can't help thinking, but a 
power fo lodged in our hands is liable to leſs abuſes, 
and will be exerciſed with the ſtricteſt impartiality, 
notwirhſtanding we may in ſome reſpect be intereſt - 


ed ĩn the deciſion of the cauſe. 
Mr. Billers's Opinion. 


The firſt patt of the Preſident's letter to the 
Nabob, contains the agreement for our paying a 
duty of nine per cent. on all articles for inland trade. 
The Firmaund and ſubſequent treaties are certainly 
the only guides which can enable us ro form a pro- 
per judgment on this ſubject, and having given the. 
gyeateſt attention to them when read at the Board 
Council day, I think they gave us an undoubt- 
ed right to trade duty free in all commodities what · 
ever, either for foreign or inland trade, upon the 
conſideration of our paying annually the peſhcuſn 
_ therein ſtipulated in lieu thereof. Theſe being my 
ſentiments. of the meaning of the Firmaund, &c. 
it follows of courſe” that 1 muſt diſapprove of the 
Preſident's. entering into an agreement, which ſo | 
. evidently deprives us of one of the greateſt advan- 5 
tages we have gained thereby, and particularly of 
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his having done it on the bare ſuppoſition, that it 
would be approved of by the other members of the 
Board; however, as the Nabob's revenues would 
ſuffer, were we to carry on our commerce of every 
kind, without paying any duties, I think it would 

be proper that ſome reaſonable conſideration ſhould - 
be made him for the privilege of the inland trade, 
but that he ſhould at the ſame time be made ſen- 
ible that he is by no means entitled thereto, and 
that it is entirely a mark of favour, 75 
With regard to the reſolutions the Preſident has 
laid down for the determination of all diſputes 
which may happen between our Agents and Go- 
maſtahs, and the country inhabitants; it is well 
known that theſe people cannot confine themſelves 
-within the limits of the authority with which they 
are inveſte J. The many daring inſolences and op- 
reſſions which have been committed by the Na- 
bob's Officers, ever ſince his orders for thoſe regu- 
lations were firſt iſſued, are evident proofs of the 
truth of this obſervation, and ſufficiently point out 
the impropriety of them without the uſe of fur- 
ther argument. Upon the whole, I think the 
Preſident might be deſired to recall this letter, Jeſt 
by falling into the hands of any of the Nabob's 
ſucceſſors, it might hereafter be uſed by them as 
a plea for the ſame purpoſe for which it was now 
J...... e 
I have already declared my opinion of the firſt 
query propoſed, in giving my ſentiments on that 
part of the Preſident's letter which relates to the 
nine per cent. duty. With regard to the ſecond and 
- third, I think the Company's duſtuck ſhould be al- 
ways granted equally for the inland, as well as the 
foreign "trade, when it has been ſettled, whether 
X we ſhall pay any, and What duty, as it will effectu- 
ally cut off all. ſubje& of diſpute, by putting it out 
ofthe power of the Officers to make any objec- 
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tions to the paſſage of the goods, and that tone but 
Company's ſervants ſhould have the Preſident's paſſ- 
port for the ſalt, which may have paid 0 Go- 


vernmest's duties at Hughly. 
As to any diſputes which may happen to our Go- 


. maſtahs or Agents, and the people of the country, 


I'think the only ſcheme for the determination of 
them, will be to oblige the perſon who may think 
himſelf aggrieved, to 557 for redreſs to the neareſt 
factory, whatever diſtance it may be from the 
place where the diſpute happened, and if he is not 
contented with their deciſion, he may e to me 
Goyernor and Council. 


Me. Batſon's. Opinion. 

" Mr. Batſon, Kr the Preſident s letter to the 
Nabob detrimental to. the. intereſt of the Company, 
and the nation in general, becauſe, by a forced and 
groundleſs explanation it invalidates the. een 
granted by the King's Firmaund and ſun, ry, Hu uſ- 
bulbookums, and confirmed: 7 the the treaties, with 
Serajab Dowlah and Merr J Soch an. CX- 
planation coming from the chief of the Engliſh 
may g-ve. great. advantage, 10. the Nahe 5, Bj 
other European nations, in any future negqtuations 
which, we may happen io have with them. By thi 
letter alſo the advantage of co ning in the 55 
of Dacca and Patna is given up. and at t. e fame 
time the Calcutta mint rendered of little or ro. 15 
vice, for by our being prohibited from uf 
authority over the Shroffs, the 8 N ot. 755 _ 
coined at Calcu: ta will be ſtopt in moſt e t 
country; and this is actually the 
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| given up without any publick conſideration. He 
- thinks alſo the ſaid letter tends to deſtroy the na- 
tional influence in this country, and to bring us in- 
to contempt, becauſe the form of addreſs, and ſe- 
veral expreſſions, are unbecomingly ſubmiſſive and 
.. condeſcending, but chiefly becauſe it ſubmits the 
Engliſh Agents, not excepting the Company's fac- 
tories, to the juriſdiction. of the Nabob's Officers, 
which would immediately put a ſtop to great part 
of the private trade, and would furniſh the Nabob 
- with continual pretences for ſubjecting the Company 
to the ſame oppreſſions which they underwent be- 
fore the rupture with Serajah Dowla, whenever he 
ſhould think himſelf in a condition to proceed to 
ſuch lengths; he therefore thinks we ſhould inſiſt on 
the Nabob's ſending back the faid original letter, 
In anſwer to queſtion iſt. 
He thinks by the Firmaund, 8 
and ſubſequent treaties, the Company, and under 
them their ſervants, have a clear right to trade in 
every article, whether for foreign or inland trade, 

which right it is our duty to preſerve entite and 
undiſputed, and that the arguments uſed. by the 
gentlemen on the other ſide of the queſtion, to 
prove the contrary, do really prove no more than 
that former Nabobs had the power and means 

of hindering us from eau the . gran 
in it's full extent. 

+ In: anſwer to aveſtion che 2d. 

He thinks we ſhould acquieſce i in paying the 
. duties on ſalt and tobacco, that have been 
Pte ſince: Meer Jaffier's coming to the Subabſhip, 

but that the ſame ſhould not be agreed to by any 

1 deed or writing; and here he thinks pro- 

to remark, that the ſalt trade being 3 

farmed by Coja Wazred for an inconſidet able ſum, 
could be no great advantage to the Nabob's reve- + 

nue, and by means of the monopoly, he allowed 

| 2 - ns 
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the makers and dealers at the firſt hand a. very 

" ſmall price, from twenty-five to thirty Rupees per 

hundred Maunds at the Aurungs. From hence any 

- perſon acquainted with the country muſt ſee that 

from the Engliſh trading in this article, the Nabob 
has reccived benefit, not ſuffered loſs ; his com- 

plaint on this head therefore * not from 
an real grievance. 

I.!n anſwer to queſtion the 3d and So. 2-10 

Hie thinks duſtucks ſhould be allowed to the 

| Company? s ſervants in future, for ſuch cs, 

- but not to others. 

In anſwer to queſtion the 6th. _ 

He thinks the buſineſs may be 8 as it * 
deen before without any ill conſequences; however, 
às a regulation concerning diſputes is required, he 

thinks the Officers of the Government may enquire 
into ſuch matters, and ſend reports of them to the 
neareſt Engliſh factory, or to the 2 42 as 
they may chuſe. | 


Major C arnac- s „ln 


# 


* 


+ = ae the confoltition of the 1 7th January, Major 

_ © - Carnac concurred in opinion with the whole of the 
Gentlemen then at the Board, on the regulations 
eſtabliſhed by the Preſident and Mr. Haſtings z and 

- "his reaſons for ſo doing were, firſt, That he deems 
highly diſhonourable our being chereby ſubjected 

to the Mooriſh juriſdiction, as this is acknow- 
ledging a dependency on the Country Government, 
the deliverance from which he had ever regarded 
as the greateſt happineſs reſulting from our firſt re- 

. volution, nor can any but iniquitous deciſions be 

expected from courts of ſuch notorious partiality. 

© Secondly. Major Carnac deems diſhonourable, 
as alſo extremely prejudicial to our trade, the agree- 
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land trade without diſtinction, none of which were 
ever before ſubject to duties ſince the eftabliſh- 
ment of Meer Jaffier, except ſalt and tobacco, and 
__ © theſe muſt have been thought condeſcenſion on 
our part, as our hg an univerſal freedom of 


Trade is fo particularly 


pecified, both by our Fir- 


maund and treaties, as not co leave the leaſt room 


 forcavilling. 4 


Major Carnac, thirdly, 1 it a inner 


able conceſſion. (and the gentlemen: at Patna have 
| ſhewn it will be detrimental to the Company) the 
' yielding up the coinage in the mint of Patna, to 
- which he believes we are intitled from our Fir- 


maund, but excluſive thereof we had a very good 
claim from having conſtantly enjoyed that * 
lege during the time of the preceding Nabob. 


11. 


The Major, in conſequence, thinks the letter from. 


the Preſident to the Nabob, containing the ſaid re- 
gulations, ſhould be withdrawn. —— This much 
being premiſed, anſwers on the part of Major Car- 
nac, the firſt and fifth queſtions. 


With reſpect to the ſecond and chird queſtions, 


Major Carnac is of opinion, that whatever rights we 
may have from our Firmaunds, and our different 

-. treaties, ſhould be inſiſted on; and therefore that 
the Company's duſtuck ſhould be granted for all 
cCommodities without exception, and that no duties 
whatever ſhould be paid to the Nabob, but in lieu 


thereof a duty to be levied upon duſtucks for the 


benefit of the Company. However, ſhould the 

Board think this would occafion too great a dimi- 
nution of the Nabob's revenue, he hopes they will 
not eonſent to any other duties, but the continu- 
ance of thoſe upon ſalt and tobacco; the former at 

2 hc Hughly rate, and the other according as has 

> been paid at Dacca; and that in ſuch caſe it will be 


clearly explained to the Nabob, that it is a pure in- 
dulgence from us, and which we may retract at 


"0 pleaſure. 
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-' pleaſure. The Company's duſtucks to be never- 
theleſs equally given for ſalt, and tobacco as for all 
other articles: — 5 3 
It it be determined to make a compliment. to the 
Nabob of a duty upon ſalt, the other Gentlemen 

2 the Board are the beſt judges how far the privi- 
of trading therein ought to be extended, and 
9 it ſhould be confined to the Company's 
ſervants or not. Major Carnac begs leave to wave 
giving any anſwer to the fourth queſtion, not being 
25 5 maſter of the ſubject. 
That the black people in our employ are guilty 
— gf great irregularities, and commit many abuſes un- 
der the ſanction of our authority, has been a fre- 
quent ſubje& of complaint, and it certainly behoyes 
us to ſeek every poſſible. remedy thereto, except 
ſuch an one as has been propoſed, which is worſe 
than the diſeaſe. There can be no difficulty at the 
places which are in the neighbourhood of any of 
dur factories; the Chiefs and Councils whereof 
ſhou'd be impowered to-enquire into the conduct of 
the Engliſh Gomaſtahs, and we are not to doubt 
54 m—_ the deciſions will be fair and equitable, In the 
places at a diſtance from our factories, ſuch. as 
gungpore, Gualpara, &c. there are generally ſome 
Engliſh gentlemen of character reſident, and theſe, 
in caſes of complaint, ſhould. be directed by the 
Board to, take information upon the ſpot, and to 
ſpare no coſt or pains to get at the truth, which 
ſhould be tranſmitted either to the neareſt factory, 
dr to Calcutta; and upon conviction of any Gomaſ- 
tah of miſbehaviour, the moſt exemplary puniſnu- 
ment ſhould be inflicted, in order to n others 
en the like practices. . 


Mr. Amyatt's Opinion. 


Mr. 3 in his minute of the iſt of Fe: : 


bg. e complains of the harſh and indecent opi- 
nion 
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hion of the Board on the 17th of January, againſt - 
his treaty entered into with the Nabob, and that 
his negotiation therein. did not merit ſuch treat· 
ment Irom us. | 

Me were unanimous on the nee being 5 | 
trimental and diſhonourable z which every article 
contained therein I think clearly denounced. - The 
Government formerly muſt have underſtood our 
Firmaund gave us a full and extenſive trade in 
every thing without diſtinction, and as far as our 
gentlemen were in capacity to carry on the inland 
trade, they practiſed it for many years. But parti- 
cular articles being farmed out by the Government 
to particular perſons, our trading therein gave um - 
brage, and Governor Stackhouſe (I think) was ob- 
liged to give a muchulka that the Engliſh would 
deſiſt from further dealing in ſalt, ſilk, and beetle - 
nut. This was at a time they could not maintain 
by force the privilege of the Delly grants, ſo-thro* 
neceſſity complied: with. An order at this time 
would have had the ſame effect, but they obliged 
the then Governor to invalidate the Firmaund, by 
_ giving this muchulka, which ſhewed they thought 
our right good, and by compulſion got this paper: 
to over- ſet our future pretenſions, and has been 
ever ſince the argument againſt them, therefore de- 
trimental and diſhonourable. Mr. Vanſittart's re- 
newing this muchulka, the adding an additional 
duty to what we have already paid through a con- 
deſcenſion, is doubtleſs detrimental ; the ſubjecting 
us to the Mooriſh laws, and which, to our honour - 
be it known, in the worſt of times, we never 
were; but now, not even an appeal to the Na- 
bob or the Council is mentioned: This doubtleſs is 
both detrimental and diſhonourable. How prejudi- 
cial, partial and unjuſt the nature of their Courts, 
e and laws are, is ſo well known to you 
by Vor. II. F | all, 
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all, Gentlemen, it is needleſs: for me to take up 
your time in giving my ſentiments in full thereon. 
Fhe mentioning that our ſervants, gomaſtahs, & c. 
ſhall not carry on trade by oppreſſions, &c. are 
diſhonourable terms to be inſerted in a publick trea- 
ty. Surely the Engliſh juſtice and honour was 
ſufficĩent for the Government to be ſatisfied, that 
ve ſhould ſeverely chaſtiſe any of them who dared 
to proſtitute our name by any illicit action, with- 
out making it an article for them to do it. Many 
complaints have appeared, but none been proved, 
and I flatter myſelf none will of any conſequence. 
The Nabob's orders in circulating Mr. Vanfittart's 
treaty are diſhonourable to us, and in a manner an 
act of hoſtility, bidding us open defiance. 

The foregoing were my reafons for concurring 
with the reſt of the Board on the 7th of January, 


in cenſuring the Governor's proceedings; and I am 


alſo to remind you, that we thought be had alſo 
been guilty of a breach of our privileges, in acting 
without our conſent; and I ſtill think ſo; for 1 fo- 
lemoly declare, I never ſuſpected he could defire 
ſuch an independent power on ſo material and na- 
tional a concern, or imagine the reſt of the gentle- 
men would have been more explicit and peremptory 
zn their letter to him. Is it conſiſtent with rea- 
ſon any Council. ſbould give fuch powers? 
Doubtleſs Mr. Vanſittart will aſk what regula- 
| tions we wanted to have ſettled with the Nabob, 
yr we hoped from: his influence with the Na- 
bob, (for he ſeems to know no one elfe) would 
be ſuch as tend to our advantage, and not to his 
prejudice for if trade went freely on, we would rea- 
dily acquieſce in paying the duties as had been hi- 
therto collected, but the removal of ſeveral vexa- 
tions we had lately laboured under was the point 
we Ones to: * Rn our * 
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| when certified to be Englifh property, not to meet 
with any impediment. I now come to the firſt 


The Nabob and Mr. Vanfittart ſeem to think 
and aſſert we have not a liberty to an unreſtrained 


trade. We have, Gentlemen, carefully peruſed all 


our Firmaunds, treaties, &c. and I think it clear- 
ly appears to me we have: Therefore, as the Na- 
bob wants to invalidate thoſe grants, we ,ought tg 
have them properly explained to him, and inſiſt on 
our. parts to the utmoſt of the Company's prero- 
gative, and demand the treaty back and deſtroy it. 
To the ſecond. I am to ſay, fince. the Nabob has 
wanted to impoſe on us a breach of our liberties, 
we ſhould not pay any duty on any thing, but ſup- 
* our rights. The Company may want to trade 
theſe articles, when we conlider their vaſt, tract 
of lands and productions thereof, eſpecially ſalt, on 
mn articles they raiſe a very large duty them- 
EIVES, 5 3 J. Boo: 
Io the 3d and 4th queſlions. According to the 
above plan, duſtucks cannot be granted to any 
but Company's ſervants, unleſs it be for ſuch goods 
produced upon the Company's lands, as paid their 
duties; but the certificates ſhovld; to ſuch as have 
paid the Nabob's any whete; on a proper rewana be · 
ing ſhewn to the Governots, or any Chief's ſa- 
tis faction, that the Nabob's cuſtoms have been duly 
_ _ To the gth and 6th queſtions. The ſervants: 
and gomaſtahs of the Engliſh ſhould not, on any 
account, lie under the leaſt conſtraint of the Go- 
vernment ; but I beg leave to defer ſaying any thing 
further on this head for the preſent, (how to regu- 
late the diſputes that may happen betwixt them and 
_ the Country Government, and indeed among them- 
ſelves) till ſuch time as I have heard it properly diſ- 
* evffed at the Board, where the mutual advantages of 
; | F 2 the 
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the cnatitry and ourſelves will be eee conk £ 
dered and deliberated n... 5 


Lie, Adams 0 Opinion. 


wa Adams does not think the agreement made 
with the Nabob, as contained in the Governor's let- 
ter to him, calculated to anſwer the end propoſed by 
it, viz. to ſettle things on ſuch a footing as may 
prevent further diſputes with the Country Govern- 
ment, of whoſe juſtice Mr. Vanſittart ſeems, in that 
treaty, to have entertained a much better opinion 
than their ſubſequent conduct ſhews they deſerve... 

In anſwer to queſtion 1ſt. F 
Major Adams is of opinion, That by the Fir- 
maund and ſubſequent treaties, and particularly the 
2d article of that with Serajah Dowla, the Engliſh 
Eaſt India Company are entitled to carry on any kind 
of trade, duty free, and in any part of the three Pro- 
vinces of Bahar, Bengal, and Orixa. 5 5 


15 


To the 2d queſtion. . 
That the above- mentioned Hand 3 trea- 
ties enirle/the (aid Company to carry on their trade 
free from any duties, but that to prevent as much 
as poſſible any diſturbances in the country, gh 
duties as have been collected on any ſpecies of t | 
ſince the laſt revolution, ſhould be opp | 
To the zu and 4th-queſtions. - n 
Major Adams is of opinion, chat as ; You privi- 
leges in the above: mentioned Firmaund, &c. were 
granted to the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, they 
and their repreſentatives ' here are the propereſt 
judges for 'what and whom duſtucks ſhould be 
granted; and as he looks upon the above quef- 
tions to be of a private nature, begs to 'be _—_—— 


giving. his opinion vpon them. TV) CGE pay 
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To the th queſt; | 
Major Adams tinkse «ho the experience we All 
520 of the tyrannicfl and rapacious diſpoſition of 
the officers of the 1 Government, almoſt 
renders the queſtion unneceſſary; however, as his 
opinion is required with the reſt of the gentlemen 
at the Board, his duty to the public obliges him 
7 declare, that he thinks it ſhould yt no means. ide 
allowed. | 
Jo the 6th and laſt queſtion. 1 261 | 
That wherever any. conſiderable trade i is canied 
on (however far diſtant) a Company's ſervant ſhould 
reſide, inveſted with full power to enquire. into any 
diſputes, / and puniſh | the delinquents z and that 
where the trade carried on, is not of conſequence 
ſufficient to require a Reſident, upon any complaint 
againſt gomaſtahs or Engliſh factors, the perſons 
complained of ſhould be immediately ſummoned to 
the neareſt Engliſh factory, as well as all the evi- 
dences againſt them; and that the Chief of each 
factory with his Council, ſhould be empowered to 
inflict "= ſevereſt puniſhment on ſuch gomaſtahs 
or factors, if found guilty; and that no expence 
ſhould be ſpared to bring offenders to juſtice ; but 
ſhould. the complaint be found to be falſe or-frivo- 
2 the eee ſhouldapsy all the ona and 
au,. es. wy . 8 | | 
” ft be Preſident's Opinion. wm. * | 
- This ß. zulstions contained in my letter * to the _— 


Nabob of the 26th, December, are ſuch as appear 
to me to be conformable to the true intent ad 


* . a th 1 n 3 1 2 2 


2 

2 The file of this (NE is the flile which 1 have always feds 
and the ſame I udderſtand which was uſed by my predecefiors 
-finice the troubles. No Perſian letter nor Faſtern forms of Xp | 
s will bear a. literal tranſlation. They appear abſurd in 
European «py although ors are natural * euſtamury 
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meaning of the Firmaund and ſubſequent rreaties, 
conſidered with the Company's orders relative to 
the trade of their ſervants, and particularly the 
24th and 29th paragraphs of the letter of the 17th, 
"1 a8; 177 
Tam e that the abuſes which ſome of the 
Nabod's officers have exereiſed, upon the appearance 
of the'e regulations, will be urged as an objection | 
to them; bur this is arguing by conſequences; and 
22 anſwer that theſe or whatever regulations may be 
ſed, will ſometimes be abuſe by both parties, 
eſperially on their firſt eſtadlihment and the only 
remedy for this evil is to puniſh all Were of 
ours who ſhall break through rules, and infift on 
the Nabob's deing the ſame. = 
A! h ſome men are Pee Win | 
through all lows, it is not a reafon why laws ſhould 


be aboliſhed. 
to the differevt articles objected 


But to ä 
geinſt: It is dad chat the inland- trade, that is, 
the trade in ſalt and other articles produced in one 
| — , country, and ſent to another part of the 
| country for fale and conſumption, Gat not be 
tarried on ler the Company's duſtuck, but ſhall go 
with the duftuck of the Country 8 government, = 
dfterpaying them a. duty of 9 RAP. os The Fir- 
maund fays, that. Whatever goods and mer“ 
te chandize the Gomaſtahs of the Engliſh Com- 
* ,pany. ſhall: bring into any port ot bes al be 
ee 9 by ſea or land, or carry . Ou be 
., of duty.” For my part, I can underſtand this 
no otherwiſe than that the goods they ſhall bring in 
from foreign parts, may be to any part 
"of that province by ſea or land duty free, and the 
goods” they purchaſe in any part of the province 
may in like manner be carried out. This I imagine 
to be all the Company aſked, and it is not to be 
ſuppoſed more was granted. By ſuch a trade che 
1 — 


Relative to tht Diſturbances in BRU I. 71 
Country reaps the benefit of the goods and money 
imported ; but all that is gained by us in m—_— 


The ſubſequent treaties confirm the privilege 
of the Firmaund, and particularly the ſecond ar- 
ticle of the treaty with Seraja-al-Dowla, declares, 
that * All goods going to or coming from any 
place, by land or water, with the Company's 
duſtuck, ſhall be free.“ It remains Mill to be 
limited by the Firmaund and the Company's or- 
ders, for what occaſions the duſtuek ſhall be 
2 and I think that it behoves us greatly to 
ke” care they are not granted for any purpoſe be- 
yondithe intention of the Firmaund, and to anſwer 
thoſe ends the Company had in view when they put 
themſelves to the ex pence of applying for it. | 
Wich reſpect to the power of our Gomaſtas 
the Firmaund ſays, That in every place where 
they buy or ſell, the officers of the Country G- 


vernment ſhall aſſiſt them in their lawful de- 


„ Mmands ; and every merchant, weaver or other 
% perſon, upon whom the Engliſh Gomaſtah ſhall 
have à juſt demand, the officers of the Govern- 
ment ſhall oblige them to pay it, and ſuffer no 
one to oppreſs the Gomoſtals 3 and if anyfervanc 
of the Company's being in their debt ſhall run 
away, the officers of the Government ſhall take 
them up, and deliver them to the Chief of the © 
factory. The Nabob Jaffier Aly Cawn in bis 
general Sunnud 19 £7, confirms all the Firmaund 
privileges, and adds, * That the Company may bay 
-* or: {dl wichout employing a banyan or broker, 
and that the officers of the Government ſhall - 
* affift them in all their juſt demands.” — Nothing 
here can be ſaid to give our Gomaſtahs power to 
decide. their own —_ or make uſe of any force 
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of their own, but they are to apply to the officers 
of the Government, and obtain redreſs Waroveh 
their means. 
As to the coinage, there i is an * grantiog the 
Company permiſſion to coin in the king's mint at 
Carriemabad; and in caſe it can be done without 
Joſs: to the king s revenues, three days of the week 
are to 2 ſet apart for the Engliſh Company's bul- 
Non; but there is no particular indulgence as to the 
rate of coining; they are to pay the ſame mint- 
Charges as other merchants; and this is all the Na- 
hob deſires, as I mentioned in my letter to Nobit 
Roy's complaints, of which anſwer I gave Mr. Ellis 
4 copy. Beſides, I think this privilege now un- 
neceſſary, as we have a mint of our own, in which 
ve may coin the Rupees of Pacca and W as 
we do of Murſhedabad. | 
Ins regard to making tuffals or ſalt-pans i in Gut 
Kerbund, I conſeſs my letter ta the Nabob does 
not fully expreſs what I intended. I mean that we 
odugght not to take away the grounds which other 
merchants have cleared, nor the workmen which 
they have hired, as appears by my letters to the 
Chiefs of Chittagong and Luckypoor, which I de- 
+, livered; ro the Nabob at the ſame time,———As 
to trading by our Gomaſtahs with the mountaineers, 
, Who come with cotton to Rungamatty, if it has 
been a cuſtom for that article to be farmed out 
| by the Country Government, and it is from that 
- only. the revenge proceeds, I think we have no 
right to overrule that cuſtom. Any innovations to 
the prejudice of the revenues of the 2 
vernment, and the excluſion of the Country m 
2 chants from that ſhare of the trade which they «na 
Jong enjoyed, 1 think ſhould be avoided, as ſuch 


_ proceedings muſt render us univerſally the 2 
Ob jealouſy and ill- will. 


4 e * queſtions Irherefore a. ps 
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uſt, That I think we have not a right by Fir- 
maund and ſubſequent treaties to carry on the In- 
land- trade, or the trade from place to place in the 
Country in commodities produced in the Country, 
but that we have a right to carry on all other trade 
cuſtom 3 

2d, That 1 think quties ought to b. paid to the 
Ob Government on ſalt, beetle: nut, tobacco, 
and all other articles of Inland- trade upen thoſe 
conditions, ſo that it may not hercafter, be diſputed. 
1 mean that duties ſhould be paid to the Country 
Government upon articles produced in the Country, 
and ſent from place to place in the Country for 
conſumption there, but when ſent to Calcutta for 
conſumption or exportation, they ſhall go with the 
Company's duſtuck, and pay no duties to the 
Country Government. In beh caſe the Country 
has its advantage in the vent given to their manu- 
factures or produced by the trade of this ſettlement, 
and the Company receive the cuſtoms; but on the 
Inland- trade we pay no duties at all, unleſs we pay 
to the Country Government, and yet that trade 
Ne A* afford duties better than any other.. 
ad Rand 4th, I think the Company's duſtuck 
Mou not be granted for any articles of Inland- 
trade, but that certificates ſhbuld be granted to ac- 
company the duſtuck of the Country Goyernment; 
and that ſuch certificates ſhould be granted equally 


d OCompapy's ſervants, and any other licenſed En 


nin merchants who have firſt duly paid the Go- 
| N duties, and got their duſtucks. 

F th and 6th, Trhink the Engliſh Gomaſtahs ſhould 
* NE? be 'under the controul of the officers of the 
CEddontry Government, at thoſe aurungs which are 
under the charge of the ſubordinate factories. but 
in eaſe of any complaint againſt them, the officers 
pf the Country Government ſhall apply to the Chief 
of the factory * redreſs, and in caſe the Gomaſtah 


has 
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has a diſpute. with, or demand upon any of the 
Country people (not the weavers or other imme- 
diate ſervants. of the Company) he ſhall apply to 
the officers of the Government for redreſs, and if 
the officers of the Government neglect or refuſe to 
grant it, the Gomaſtah ſhall then make his com- 
plaint to the Chief of the factory, who ſhall re- 

quire, and if neceſſary, exact an immediate com- 

8 Siving a full UE e the 


But at thoſe Aurungs which are not —— bs iT 
management of any of the Company's factories, 
but only ſome particulars have their Agents, or 

Gomaſtahs, there I think ſuch an authority cannot 


be truſted in their hands, nor indeed is it poſſible, - 


as there may be ſeveral different Gomaſtahs in one 
place, who have all an equal right to authority: 

F rhiok they ſhould apply to the Country Govern- 
ment for redreſs. on all accaſions, and if the officers 
of the Government do not grant them the ſatisfac- 
tion the matter requires, the Gomaſtah may then 


make his complaint to his principal, and he to the 


Board, who will inſiſt on The neceſſary reparation 
for all 'unreaſonable loſſes. 1 do not however mean 
that in caſe of complaint againſt an Engliſh, Go- 
maſtah, at ſuch place the Officer of the Country 
| Government ſhall have authority to ſeize the Go- 
maſtab, ſtop. his goods, or interrupt his buſineſs, 
but he ſhall give him notice of the complaint, and 
recommend to him to get it ſettled, and in caſe. itbe 
Gomaſtah refuſes or neglects to give ſuch ſatiſ- 
faction as ſhall appear to the Government's Officer 
to be reaſonable, he may then tranſmit the complaint 22 
to the Governor of Calcutta. I ſee nothing in the 
F Firmaind or ſubſequent treaties, . which forbids the 
Government's Officers from doing themſelves juſtice 
on e but yet the pau ofthe pepl . 


A... 
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is ſuch; that it would be dangerous to admit it, 
of which their preſent violent proceedings are ry 
ſufficient proof. | 

It was reſolved: that we had a right to trade in 
ſalr, beetle · nut, and every other article of Inland - 
rrade, duty free, and with the Company's duſtuck 
equally with the foreign trade. Yer it feems-as if 
the Council themſelves ſaw at the very time the in- 
Juſtice of their proceeding, by their admitting that 
a ſomething ſhould be paid to the Nabob in con- 
formity to the uſual practice, not that the Nabob 
had any right to demand it, but merely as an in- 
dulg oh which they were. willing to allow him. 

T he following are the OY, of relative to 


PU g this e | 
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—"— it is the opinion of the majority of ho Board, 
that a conſideration ought to be paid to the Nabob 
on certain articles of the Inland-trade, the members 
from the ſubordinates are afked what duties they 
have hitherto paid, and on what articles. 
Mr. Cattier ſays that at Dacca they oſaally paid 

On/falt'S*. Rr. 3: 8 per 4 4 RI 

On tobacco — 9 : 4 per Maund. - 
= 1 * \a Luckypoor they wually 


* 9: 14 3 per 100 Maunds, 

On tobacco 4 per Maund. | 
Nr. Marriot ſays that at Cuntagong and its al; 
vids nothing has been paid. | 
Coffimbuzar, Patna, and Malda, nothing. - 5 
From Calcutta nothing, except on ſalt, about 
the rate of 44 om 6 per 100 Maands paid 


at Tae. | 
That 
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That the trade in the article of tobacco has been 
carried on from the laſt Wen places with a 


duſtuck. 


Theſe inſormations being had, the following 
queſtion, is now put, to be anſwered i to · morrow. 

How much all in future be paid on ſalt or other 

articles of Inland-trade, which are carried on fror 
one place in the Country, to another for ſale an 


conſumption? .. | 
Mr. Hay 2 85 thit the following likes 


OE 


(ener the Ta oo other Produce of the Com- 
pany? 's lands are to pay duties to the t, Go- 


ernment. or not? wee, k. ue 
And Mr. Watts the following: ei 
Whether we have not a right to coin bull ion i 10 


| the mins of Patna, and Dacca, and on what terms? 


The next day (the 2d March) the opinions were 


| ede as NOS. 


Ss ofa lo 120 2 1 oh ww. py 
o Nau 25-21 22. 


lots ch G3 Ms. Wares Opinion. ine * 


Eoin 2011 


| * majority,c of the Board yeſterday. were of opi- 
nion that by our. Firmaund, Huſbulbookums,. and 


* 14 
33 


nd 


_ ſubſequent; treaties, we had-a right to trade in any 


article produced or brought in the Indoſtan em- 
pire, and chat in purſuance of the above privileges 
no duties ought to be paid, and that duſtucks ought 
to be granted with any articles, either ſalt, beeile . 
nut, tobacco or any other; but as former Nabobs 
had collected duties on ſome articles (though con- 
trarꝝ to the privileges granted us) they were wil- 


ling ſome conſideration ſhould... be. made to the N 


bob. For my own part, I am {till of the ſame opi- 
405 Fee ſhould; be paid on any articles, 

L ſhalhalways eſleem it as an opening left for 
the preſent Nabob to make a further infringement 
Rae | on 


i 1 
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oft our privileges when opportunity may offer. Nor 
do I ſet any reaſon. for this indulgence to be given 
to a man who has ſpared no pains to degrade the 
name of the Engliſh, taken every opportunity to 
inſult our flag, bas almoſt totally ſtopt our buſineſs 
for near ſix months _ and inſulted this Board 
by attempting to inforce'a treaty executed by the 
Governor only, and that by threats and arms. His 
letter to Mahomed Aly, Nabob at Dacca, is a ſuf- 
ficient proof of the firſt, and Mahomed Aly's letter 
to the Sicdar of G could not be uſual but _ 
his order, © | 

However as the majority of the Board are vl 
making ſome allowance, I think two and a half 
per cent. on the rewana on ſalt only is full ſuf- 
ficient; but as tobacco has only paid duties in ſume 
parts, and duſtucks been granted with it from 
others, [think that we _ not to Pay ww duties 
on it: 

Ihe ſalt ee on the Company 8 lands ought. 
not to pay duties. 

The right to coin bullion | in the winkas this 
empire, is fully confirmed by an expreſs Huſbul- 
hookum, Ne. 21. That 23 per cent. is what Jug- 
gutſeat paid to the Government, and much about 
what the Dutch pay ; therefore I think we ought 
to have the privilege of coining all the Company's 
monies in any of the mints of the three Provinces, 
at 24 per cent. which is more than ſufficient to de- 
fray & ne of e GE Pe ! 


P 


Mr. Marriott” 5 Opinion. - 


| Mr. en is of opinion that in conſequence 
of the Government's collecting a duty on ſalt, and 
which we have for the moſt part acquieſced in, a 
duty ſhould be paid the government of 25 per cent. 
on the k price, as it appears all che Rewanas 
« | run 
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run at that rate, but as he looks upon it as an 
infringement of the Firmaund privilege, the Nabob 
dung to be informed it is a conceſſion on our parts. 
That this duty of 2+ per cent. ſhould be paid ar one 
and no other demands made on any occaſion, 
ar boats Ropped with ſalt on any pretence, having 
the Droga s receipt on the back of the Company's 
duſtuck. That the ſalt produced on the Company's 
lands ſhould alſo pay duty as it has hitherto done, 
there having been ho difſtioion made. 
That tobacco and beetle · nut ought not to pay 
duties, as duſtucks for theſe articles have generally 
been given, and no duties paid at the place they 
were produced, except at Dacca and Luckypoor, 
on the fale of the former, which appears to have 
been an arbitrary thing, as the duty on that ar- 
ticle 9 — to have bore collected at 12 970 


That in regard to exchange of money, a Ce 
have — — right to coin Siccas from our Fir- 
maund and Sunnuds, we nt to inſiſt on what 
we coin ſhould paſs; but to obviate any lofs that 
might riſe by Hatta on Siccas of a different mint at 
another place, we ſhould get ſtamps of the ſeveral 

mints where we may have oceaſion to ſend _— 
? Ns Tang thoſe „ mM 


6: Hay's Opinion. 


1 how —.— given my opinion, hin no by YI 
ſhould be paid, and as I can conceive no reaſon for 
paying any, but to ſhem that we will not preſs our 
rights harder on the preſent Nabob than we did on 
the laſt, I therefore think if any duty is paid, that 
it ſhould be the ſame a in Meer Jaffier's time. 
I think the Company and their ſervants who 
carry out the produce of the a et 
ws aa ſhould Pay no duty. | 

. | think. 
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I I think by the grants from Delly that we have a 
right to coin and recoin money in the Nabod's 
mints, and that ic ſhould be done at the rates the 
Company receive from perſons that coin and recoin 
in their mints, which is about the ſame that had 
hitherto been paid at Patna. = ETAL. 


© Mr. Johnſtone's Opinion. 1 
That we have à right to a free trade without 


paying duties of any kind wherever our duſtuck is 


granted, and that it ſhould be granted for all ar- 
ticles of gruff, 8c. for the inland traffick and con- 
ſumption in the country, as well as for goods im- 
ported and exported, 1 expreſſed in my minute of 
yeſterday. But as the majority were for acquieſcing 
to continue to the Nabob, as a point of favour, not 
of right, a certain allowance on ſalt, though I diſ- 
ſent from all ſuch allowances in any manner as it is 

eſtabliſhing by cuſtom, though not by right, a duty 

upon an article that makes ſo very conſiderable a part 
of the produce and revenues of the Company's 
lands, and which they may hereafter probably diſ- 
approve. Let as the queſtion now. ſtands, that 
ſomething ſhould. be continued to be paid to the 
Nabob, and it is demanded what that ſhould be; 
two and a half per cent in the Rewana price, I 
think the moſt that ſhould be paid. _ | 
The article of tobacco having hitherto been car- 
tied on with the Company's duſtuck towards Coſ- 
ſimbuzar, Malda, and Patna, from Calcutta, and uo 
Rewana ever taken out for it at Dacca and Lucky- 
poor, where only it has ever been paid; I look on 
.our right to grant duſtucks for this article as fully 
eſtabliſhed as on any other gruff - article for which 
the Company now grants their duſtuck. This I 
think may be done with as much right in virtue of 
our Firmaund and treaties, as for any article of 


* Colts 
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conſumption to be imported to Calcutta, which che 
Preſident propoſes ſhould be carried on without 
duties, and on which, before the revolution, we 
as well as on any other articles. 
As the Calcutta ſiccas cannot pals at Dacca ad. | 
Patna without a diſcount, contrary to the treaty 
for eſtabliſhing our mint and the currency of the 
Calcutra ficcas through. the, three Provinces with- 
out. batta, and the Nabob, Meer Jaffier, in this 
cofſideration, granted perwanas for coining "the 
ſum neceſſary for the bulineſs of the factories at 
Patna and Dacca, I think we have a juſt claim to 
coin as formerly as much in thoſe mints at 2.4 per 
cent, which I think better than ſtamping ſiccas of 
- thoſe places in out mints, as it appears by the ex- 
—— of our Mooſhedabad ſiccas, that the Shroffs 
will always elude this method, and not receive e 
| Rupees but at a n 1 


1 AS Haſtings" s Opinion. 

Mr. Haſtings i is of opinion, in anſwer to queſ- 

tion the firſt, that nine per cent. on the prime coſt 
of each article ' ſhould be paid to the Government, 
which he judges to be pretty nearly the ſame with 
the duty paid. by other merchants. 
To queſtion the 2d. That every article of nd 
trade, being produced, though not in equal abun- 
dance, upon the Company's lands, to except them 
from the duty levied upon the ſame articles pro- 
duced in other parts, would be a ſource of conti- 
nual frauds and diſputes with the Government, and 
that therefore all ſuch goods ſhould be taxed, or 
none. 0 

To queſtion zd. That we have no ſuch right of 
coining in the Nabob's mints, nor the leaſt pie | 
dence to claim it, that he 4 of. 4 


9 . ; . 
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f. Cartier's Opinion. 


Mr. Cartier thinks that no duty ſhould be paid on 
any article of our trade but ſalt, as he finds tobac- 
co has paid no duties in any part of the country but 
Dacca and Luckypoor, and has ever been conſidered 
by the gentlemen in Calcutta, who have traded in 
it, as free from any; and duſtucks procured from 
the Preſidency, Coſſimbuzar, Patna, and Malda, 
% %% W 
That we ſhould likewiſe inſiſt upon the privi- 

leges of coining in the ſeveral mints of the pro- 
vinces, unleſs we can enforce the currency of the 
different ſpecies of Rupees, agreeable to the fixed 
batta of the place they may be ſent to, which will 
render any application on this head unneceſſary. 
That the ſalt produced in the Company's lands 
ſhould be ſubject to the ſame duty as what may be 
| produced in other parts of the country. So 
3 Mr. Billers's Opinion. : 

As it is agreed by the Board to pay a duty oncer- 
tain articles of inland trade, I give it as my opinion, 
that ſalt is the only article which ought to pay cuſ- 
tom to the Country Government, that 2 f per cent. 
on the Rewana price ſnould be the ſtipulated rate, 
and that the produces on the Company's lands 


a 


ſhould pay the ſaſgae. n e 
I think we have a right to recoin the Company's 
money either at Patna or Dacca, on paying 2+ 


per cent, being the uſual cuſtom paid hitherto at 
Mr. Batſon's Opinion. 1 
| Mr. Batſon, in anſwer to the ſeveral queſtions pro- 
poſed in conſultation, the 22d Feb. gave his opinion, 


that we ſhould acquieſce in paying the ſame duties 
_ Vor. II. G on 


* „ 6 


% ORIGINAL PAPERS 


on ſalt and tobacco that have been paid ſince Meer 
Jaffier's coming to the Subahſhip, but that the ſame 
ſhould not be agreed to by any publick deed; or 
writing. The 'Prefident yeſterday propoſed the 
fame queſtion to be anſwered again by yes, or no, 
without explanation or "cftriSion, Mr. Batſon 


therefore thinks proper to explain himſelf further 


* this bead. He thinks UNE je 8 . 
V to acquieſce in paying Tuck duties on ſalt and 
tobacco, and at fuck places only, as we did in Meer 


Jaffier's time; that the Nabob may not complain 


of bur uſing him worſe in any reſpect than we did 
Meer Jaffier, but that we ſhould not even make 
any publick declaration thereof, much leſs agree to 

any publick deed. ' He further thinks no new 


treaty ſhould be entered into with the Nabob on 
this head, but that we ſhould inſiſt on his adber- 
ing ſtrictiy to thoſe made with Serauge o Dowla 


and Meer Jaffer. | COSTS 

That he does not ſee any reaſon for making 24 
diſtinction in regard to goods produced in the 
Company's lands, and thinks we have a right to 
coin in the mints'of | Patna and Dacca; and that it 
ſhould be done at the ſame rate as it was in Meer 


Maier Carnac's Opinion. 
Major Carpae has given it as his opinion, that 
no duties whatever ſhould be given to the Nabob; 
however, a majority of the Board having determin- 


23 8 
* 


ed that a conſideration ſhould be paid for certain 


articles of trade, Major Carnae thinks it fnould on- 
ly be upon ſuch articles for which the Nabob can 
plead our conſtant practice, and this cannot be 
done of any other commodity ſave ſalt, the moſt 
equitable ſtatement for which "ſeems to be to 
pay the ſums ſpecified in the Rewana, viz. 2 + per 

25 . ' Mor 
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Major Carnac hopes whatever allowance may be 
agreed on, the Board will. be particulatly eateful 
to have it explained to the Nabob, that i it is mat- 
ter of W not of right. 2 


* 
— 
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pg aaa opinion of the Board beings we e had 
7 right to trade free from any duty 
whatever, but that the preſent Nabob ſhould en- 
joy a revenue equal with his predeceſſors z they 
agreed to pay him a conſideration for ſuch inland 
trade, to which Mr. Amyatt readily concurs, and 
thinks the confideration now to be allowed is intend- 
ed to amount to as much as was before; and is 
now paid, ſo that all the inland trade in general 
ſhould de taxed to pay this charge, as every ar- 
tiele can equally bear it, and # duty of 2 per cent, 
ſhould be e levied on all artieles purehaſed in any 
part of the country, to be ſent and fold in another 
part; but to prevent any impediments in carryin 
on our buſineſs, or vexations, from deſigned delay 
in recovering this duty by the Government's peo. 
1 e, he wou 4 that all goods paſs with the 
Company's duſtuck, which duſtuek being carried 
to the Buxbunder, they are immediately to receive 
there 2 per cent. «nd hes a receipt for the amount 
pon the back of the duſtuck, wy then thoſe goods 
fred to paſs and be ſold any where. 


2 
Mr. Amyate is of opinion, fince an allowaneg 


ſalt is agreed on, it ſhould be equally grant 
upon that Nane is made in our own Pers 


nnahs. 
Wich reſpect ts 2 mint at Fand * Dao 
he ſees no occaſion for the unlimited uſe thete 


and the ſum we have demanded to be yearly coin- 


&d wad being ſuffic ent for all reaſonable pur». 
G 2 1288 
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| poſes, he is of opinion that that, nd no more, 
aa be inſilted on. | 


Major Adin; Opinion. 


Major Adams eſteems his opinion ſu ficient! y ex- 
preſſed in his minute of yeſterday, in 1 to 
the ad queſtion propoſed the 1 1 namely, that 
duties which have hitherto been paid Thould conti- 
nue to be ſo, to prevent diſturbances and embroil- 
* our Wen wich the Country Government. | 


b n ant The Preſidents Opinion. 


As Lam of opinion the inland trade from place 
to place in the country, in articles of the produce 
of the country, is not comprehended within the 
privileges of the Firmaund, and conſequently that 
we. have no right to inſiſt or expect to carry it on 
cuſtom free, ſo I think, if we find it for our ad- 
vantage to carry it on, we muſt be. ſatisfied with 
the ſame terms as other merchants, and pay eſta- 
bliſhed King's duties at every place, unleſs we can 
agree with che Nabob for an equivalent. 
By all the informations I could get on this ſub- 
jee, I find that from this place to Patna, the King's 
duties are collected on ſalt at ſix different places, viz. 
-Houghly, Moorſhedabad or Jelinghy, Rajamaut, 
Carigola, Bauglepoor, and finally the Duany duty 
upon the ſalts at Patna. . The amount of theſe, 
reckoned at the loweſt of the ſeveral informations 
I took. was more than 25 Rupees per 100 Maunds, 
or if we reckon, them at what is ſaid to be the 
regular King's duties at every place where duties 
ate collected, that is 2 2 Fx cent. the amount will 
be is per cent. 
On tobacco, it appears that both at Dacca and 
Luckypoor they have 150 4 Annaes per . 
Whic 
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which reckoning the coſt 2 Rupees per Maund, 
will turn out about 12 per cent. | 

On heetle-· nut it appears they have hitherto pals 
no duties, but for my part I can conceive no other 
diſtinction between what ought to pay duties to the 
Country Government and what not, but this of 
Foreign trade, that is, goods imported and goods 
bought for exportation; and inland trade, in ar- 
ticles of the produce of the country, from place to 
Place in the country; the firſt of which being a 
Firmaund privilege, it goes from place to place in 
the country without paying any duties; and, with 
6 reſpect to the latter, I think the Goverament 
has. as much right to their cuſtom from us on 
ſuch trade as from other merchants. - 

Upon the whole, I think nine per cent. on the 
prime: coſt of the goods, a very ealy and advapta- 
geous. accommodation for the Engliſh dealers in this 
trade; and as the Nabob has conſented to accept 
that as an equivalent for all demands throughout 
the three Provinces, I am of opinion we ſhould 
readily agree to it, and obtain a confirmed right to 
what has hitherto been always diſputed; and I muſt 
add, that I think it is a tax which the trade will 
well bear, for reckoning ſalt at 80 Rupees per 100 
Maunds, which is a high price for the prime colt, 
we ſhall pay only 7+ per 100 Maunds. 

With reſpe& to the produce of the Company $ 
lands, I think the merchants who deal in that 
ſhould pay cuſtoms equally with others, as they 
have always hitherto done to the Country Government 
upon what has been carried up the country, and 0 
the Company themſelves, u pon 8 bas been im- 
ported at Calcutta. 

As to our rights by former grants to coin in the 
King's mints, it may be doubted whether to hold 
4 mint ourſelves does not ſuperſede the former: but 


wppoſing, it does not, and that we yet a right xa 
G 3 coin 
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coin in the King's mints, it is not with any-parti« 


cular indulgence as. to the rate of coinage, but we 
muſt pay the ſame mint charges as other merchants, 


It was no eaſy matter to determine who were the 
majority, and what was their opinion, at length it 
was made out thus; 3 


keen of Confultatio 7 tbe iff March. 
15 1 in read at the Board, 
the ſums of the anſwers to ens 
ſtand as follows : 
To the 1, in the affirmative. * Tan voices, | 

In the negative with reſpect Twi 

7+. to che inland trade. i 

- Tothe 26, in the affirmative. -; Seven. Fe 
40 In the negati ive. =- +». Tuo. 

= the 3d, in the a the affirmative, Nine. 
| 200 In the negative. Too 

Major Adams filent. - + 

Dis eg ueſtion being altered by the determi 
nation of the ad, ftands thus. FI 

As it is Getermined that duties mall be owe 
on certain articles, whether certificates ſhould be 
granted wo thoſe Who pay that duty, but are no 
Company's fervants?” And it being accordingly 
put; f the lam of the anſwers ſtands as e 


* the affirmative, Meſſrs. Hay, 
Sn, Ae and the Fre: ¶ Four rale. 


dent, 
gp Meiffs. Watts, 
25 ners 


— — | 
tiy illers and OS ul | > 
- Myer Carne and Adams filent,” 
— 5th and th queſtion, the opinion of all 
E Un Mr. „ W 


e! 


+ Bas 


ws + 
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the Engliſn Gomaſtahs ſhall not be under any 
actual controul of the Officers of the Country (Gor 
vernment, but be reſtrained. 25 ſuch gs eg as 
_ be laid dawn. 1. : 


Extra 15 Conſultation of: the 2d of Mack 


11 appears From the ede opinions, that the ma- 
forivy of the Board are agtead that 2 f per cent. on 
the Rewana price ſhall be the eſtabliſhed cuſtom on 
ſalt, and the article of ſalt only ſtrall pay a cuſtom to 

| the Country Government. Reſolved, that the deter- 

mination do form a part of the inſtructions to the 
gentlemen who ſhall be ſent to make known the 
matter to the Nabob, and that in the mean time 
trade do go on in the fame channel as formerly. 

Mr. Haſtings, at the conſultation of the 2d of 
March, defired leave to ſay ſomething further in ex- 
. of that article of his opinion of the 1ſt of 

arch, which related to the ſetting proper bounds 
of authority between the Government's Officers and 
the Engliſn eee ra en 
was as allows? 99-4 


u. Haſti abs Minute 75 the al of March. 


yr the eonfultation of. yeſterday, it having boeh 
” cial as the unanimous opinion of the Board, 
with the fingle exception of myſelf, that the Eng- 
liſh Gomaſtahs ſhould be ſubject to no controul 
from the Government, T muſt 'beg leave to ſubjoin 
another argument to what T have already ſaid! upon 
the ſubject, in favour: of this ingoleriry” of _ 
* * 

In all affairs xeiming to our eonneRions with the 
Country Government, one object we would ever 


met ee ED od the 16 3 to the 
8 4 future 


PPP 


- muſt patiently look on, nor dare even to defend the 
lives or properties of the ſubjects committed to his 
n a . on our mas and privi- 
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future welfare of the Company. I mean the dus 


ration of their acquiſitions and influence in this 
country. Whatever may ſerve to perpetuate and 


* fix theſe advantages, though attended with a pre- 


ſent inconvenience, ſhould be invariably purſued; 
and whatever. preſent” or- temporary conveniences 
have a tendency to deſtroy them, or to change our 


connections, ſhould be for the ſame reaſon. rejected. 


An union between two powers, which ſtand in need 
of each others aſſiſtance, and whoſe intereſts agree, 
may endure for ages; but where that mutual depen- 
dence is wanting, and their intereſts are perpetual- 


5 ly claſhing, the greateſt efforts of human wiſdom will 


y be able to-unite them on any ſolid founda- 


tion. Such unfortunatcly is our ſituation in our al- 
— Jance with the Nabob. His power, if properly 
ſupported, and a mutual confidence were eſtabliſh- 


ed between us, would indeed afford us the greateſt 
benefit and ſecurity. But the chief ſource of diſ- 
cord between us ariſes from the intricacy of our 
connections with him. Our lands (the leaſt ſubject 

of contention, becauſe divided by known and fixed 
boundaries) lie cloſe to, and even in the midſt of 
his; our trade is circulated through every part of 
his country, and our agents and dependents are 


intimately blended with his ſubjects, without any 


bounds to mark out rn of his authority, and 


our own privileges. 


2 6 fix ſock « limitation, ; by 
abſolviog every perſon; employed in our ſervice from 
the juriſdiction of the Government. This, it is true, 


will, prevent their ſuffering any oppreſſion; but it 
gives them a full licence of oppreſſing others, ſince 


whatever crimes they may commit, the magiſtrate 


 leges, 
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leges. Such is the expedient propoſed for the ſe- 
curity of our trade, and for TY the tranquil- 
liry of the country. 

Such a ſyſtem of government cannot fail to create 
in the minds of the wretched inhabitants an abhor- 
rence of the Engliſh name and authority; and how 
would it be poſſible. for the Nabob, whilſt he hears 
the cries: of his people, which he cannot redreſs, 
not to wiſh to free himſelf. from an alliance which 
ſubjects him to ſuch indignities. 

I forbear at preſent to take notice of the 9 
thods which are to be employed as checks of ſach 
a licentiouſneſs, but ſhall briefly obſerve, that if the 
chiefs of the factories are to be made the judges in 
all cauſes in which their Gomaſtahs are concerned, 
whatever their integrity may be, or how unbiaſſed 
ſoever their judgments, yet 2 weh is the infatuation 
of mankind, (not to ſpeak of Bengalees alone) 
that in ninety-nine caſes out of a hundred, theß 
will rather ſubmit to oppreſſion” than forſake their 
houſes, and travel with a croud of witneſſes to the ' 
neareſt factory in queſt of juſtice, when they be- 
lieve their judge to be intereſted in the ſuit againſt 


them, as there will be few inſtances in which it 


will not be in the power of the Gomaſtah to 
connect his own frauds and rogueries with the in- 
tereſt of his a to make it harzardous to 5 
rr Am | 


Ma 4. — Copy of a Letter 1 the Nabob fo. 
x . Mahomed * 


Y a letter from the —— I underſtand, 
that . with regard to the merchandize of the 
country, viz. tobacco, ſalt, beetle- nut, and dried 
++ fiſh, which at different places are purchaſed and 
10 fold, 3 want to pay 9 per cent, yet 
1 
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you are deſirous of ſtopping the buſineſs, and 
will not pay any regard to it, but endeavour to 
© interrupt the trade. That you lixewiſe demand 
66 duties on the Company's cloth, which has the 
« Company's duſtuck, and never was known to 
% pay any duties. That Coja Aſkaſuc, through 
«+ the means of Coja Warris, was appointed to 
tranſact the Governor's private buſineſs at Dacca, 
* and had, agrecably to the Company's duſtuck, 
provided thirty bales of cloth, rwenty-eight of 
**xwhich he ſent before, and afterwards the two 
. others; but you intercepted them, and demand - 
ed duties thereon, and without reaſon demanded 
duties on clothes, and on the Company's pur- 
©. chaſes, that before never paid any“. 
The Governor and myſelf have agreed, that on 
. the Company's exports and imports, having a du- 
ſtuck, no duties ſhall be demanded by any one; 
and whatever goods are purchaſed and fold within 
this country, being the produce of the country 
ſhall pay nine per cent. at the place they are 
bought. A copy of the agreement I before ſent to 
you, but it is amazing you will not obſerve the 
contents, but interrupt the Company's goods. Now 
I ſtrictly order you to examine well the agreement, 
and act according to it. You are not to make any 
demand on goods at any of the Company's places 
of trade, having the Company's duſtucks ; but on 
whatever goods are purchaſed, being the produce 
of the country, you are to take g per cent. at the 
place where they are purchaſed, and never in any 
reſpect deviate from the agreement, This ſtrictly 
_ obſerve. 5 f | 5 
P. S. „ The Governor writes that you impede 
44 the Gomaſtah for his private buſineſs. There 
no mention of private or publick in the agree- 
ment; yet as he is my true friend, I now write, 
that if the ſaid Gomaſtah has the Company's 5 
WS | 9 | | ne 
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the Goyernor's duſtuck, you are not to impede 


Extratt of a Letter from the Governor to the 


IH E Chief of Dacca ſent me a copy of a letter 
1 wrote by you to Mahomed Aly Beg, in 
which he is ſtrictly charged, To calc cuſtom 
* accorging to my agreement, and (although there 
c is no diſtinftion of perſons mentioned in the 
te agreement, yet as I have a proper friendſhip for 
«* you) not to interrupt the Gomaſtahs employed 
e in my trade, who ſhall be provided with my 
* duſtuck or the Company's.” The regulations 
contained in that letter or agreement of mine, which 
I wrote in anſwer to your perwana, in order to put 
an_end to the diſputes between your people, and 
the Engliſh Gomaſtahs, cannot now take place, 
becauſe that through too injurious a behaviour ol 
Mahomed Aly Beg, and Syed Jelaul Bockry, and 
the other Officers of the Sircar, greater diſturbances 
have ariſen than ever. This I have already ac- 
quainted you of. You order Mahomed Aly not tg 
interrupt any trade, ' which ſhall be provided with 
my duſtuck or the Company's. All the duſtucks 
granted either for my goods or other gentlemens', 
are the Company's, and the ſame which have ever 
been eſtabliſhed. I repreſented to you that no in- 
terruption muſt be given to the trade of the Englith, 
and did not ſpeak of my own in particular, 'becauſe 
ny buſineſs and other Gentlemens? is on the ſame. 
goting, and the diſtinclion you make in my fas 
Your cao only gain me an I] name, 
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provided, or are indebted for goods bought, the 
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M. 4. a. Extras of Fe en of the 5th March 

| ISS”. .. 
Taking now into conſideration the neceſſary regula- 
tions for reſtraining our Agents and Gomaſtahs from 
interfering with any affairs of the Country Go- 
vernment, injuring the people, or being injured by 
them, and fur deciding diſputes that may ariſe be- 


_ tween them; _ 


It is agreed 1ſt, That all theſe Aurungs which 
are adjacent to, or under the management of the 
ſubordinate factories, the Gomaſtahs, in caſe of be- 
ing injured by any of the Officers of the Govern- 
ment or their dependants, ſhall firſt make their ap- 


- plication for redreſs in writing to the Officer of the 


Government reſiding on the ſpot, from whom, if he 
does not receive immediate ſatis faction, he ſhall ſend 
hiscomplaint to the Chief of the neareſt faftory, who 
ſhall be empowered to take cognizance of the ſame, 
and demand or exact, if neceſſary, the ſatisfaction 


which the caſe may require z but that it is to be un- 
derſtood in reſpect of weavers, pykars, and all others 


who receive advances of money for goods to be 


Gomaſtahs ſhall retain their power as uſual to call 
ſuch weavers, &c..to account. Eine Fo 
That on the other hand, where the Government's 

ople ſhall have reaſon to complain of the Engliſh 


- Gomaſtahs or Agents, they ſhall give the ſaid 


Agent or Gomaſtah notice of the complaint in 
writing, requiring and recommending to him to 
ſettle it in an amicable and equitable manner; and in 


caſe the Agent or Gomaſtah refuſes or neglects to 


ſettle it in ſuch manner as ſhall appear reaſonable to 
the Government's Officers, he ſhall then tranſmit 
an account of it to the Chief of the neareſt Engliſh 


factpry, and deliver a copy of the ſaid account to 
the 


Gomaſtah. And the Chief of the factory is 
| | hereby 
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hereby required to examine. ſtrictly into the affair, 
and decide it according to juſtice, giving a copy of 
his determination to the officer of the government, 
who made the complaint. That the gentlemen of 
the ſubordinates ſhall keep a regiſter of ſuch com- 
plaints, with the deciſions: paſt on them; a copy 
whereof ſhall be — OI: to the Pre- | 
ſideneyp. 
24d, With — Ko che diſtant alias where eme 

is carrice* on, ſuch as, Rungpoor, Purnea, Gual- 
parah, and Rungamatty; there is at preſent no 
Reſident: on the part of the Company; but at 
Rungpoor a proviſion. of ſilk is made by a Go- 
maſtah from Coſſimbuzar factory: Which provi- 
ſion, it is hoped, may be increaſed and improved 
by the care of a covenanted ſervant. At the ſame 
time, the ſituation of the place is ſuch, as will be 
convenient for examining the complaints, and de- 
1 the diſputes which may ariſe in moſt of thoſe 


1 — therefore, that the addition of a ſenior 
ſepvurit be made to the Council at Coflimbuzar, and | 
thee he be appointed Reſident at Rungpoor. 
That the orders forbidding our ſervants or de- 
vetdants from holding lands, gunges, rents or em- 
ployments of any kind, under the Svyntey Go- 
vernment. ſhall be again-repeated, 
That ſuch — 2 as have inherited raalucs 
from purchaſe or other good right, ſhall not be 
obliged to give them up, but hold them as other 
taalucdars in the Country; being informed, once for 
all, that in reſpect to ſuch rents held from the Go- 
vernment, they are not to avail themſelves of our 
protection, to Woes they with: any er =_ 
g vileges. 12 7 
That ſuch pins as hw N buen: made 
and tranſmitted to the ſeveral — ſhall be 


W e into, and decided conformably to the above 
regulation, 


| „N ef en _ _ n 
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ation, and that ſuch as have not yet, ſhall now 
de forwarded to the Proper: ſubordinates for that 


This 8 might n very wall; if all 
the Chiefs and Reſidents of the Englith were difin- 
tereſted men, would receive complaints aganiſt 
their on Gomaſtahs with temper, and decide them 


with juſtice and equity, even if their own profits 
were to be leſſened by it. But 4 ſacceſſion of 


ſuch men is not to be in any ſer vice; and 
there is beſides another difficulty, proceeding from 
the diſtance of the places, where ſome of theſe Go- 
maſtahs are employed, from any of the Company's 


factories, ſo that in many caſes it would be impoſ. 


ſible to get at the truth; and it is eaſy to conceive 


the diſorder which muſt take place i in any community, 
where there exiſts no power of derermining on the 


z 


webu, Leto the 22d February 


HEN you came bere an e os 
| made between us, which I imagined all the 
* would agree to, but it is amazing that 
not a ſingle perſon has approved of it, Notwith- 
ſtanding all you have enpreſsly deſcribed to the 
Chiefs of the Patna and Dacea factories, they do 
not pay any regard to it, but return for anſwer: 


We do not approve of the Governor's proceed- 


„e ings; when the Gentlemen of the Council write 


to us, we will r follow their direc- 
40 tions. r 

Since the commencement of Meer Mahomed 
Jaffier Cawn's management to the preſent time, 1 
have not known any one but yourſelf, Now the 
Gentlemen of all the factories do not regard your 
alone, bur require the orders of the Council, 
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and they ruin the affairs of the Province of Bengal, 
the Zemindaries, the Merchandize, the Ryots, Ec. 
for what reaſon I cannot conceive. I neither have 
nor ſhall negotiate with any perſon but yourſelf; 
and therefore I plainly write, that, if you intend to 
regard the agreement made between us, you ſhould 
act in ſuch a manner, that the Gentlemen may not 
make their ohjections to it; if not, adviſe me of 
it. I underſtand that a number of che Gentlemen are 
inclitted to eftablifh another Subadar. This àp- 
Pears to me in an eaſy light. Ler them eftablith 
whom they pleaſe, it is of no conſequence to me. 
F do not regard matters of ſo ſmall importance. 
Gov made the world, and every thing is ruled by 
him. I beg you will ſpeedily. write me an anſwer 
to this letter. 

Herewith I ſend you copies af! a er Mee Mr. 
Ellis to Rajah Nobit Roy, and one from Jeſſarut 
Cawn to me. I gave you lands to the amount 
of fifty Lacks of Rupees, for the maintenance of 
troops to deſtroy my enemies, but it is amazing 
that à number of Gentlemen have on the contrary 
collected troops againſt me in order to ruin my 
country. Ir is evident to every one that the Euro- 
peans are to be confided 1 in 3 our to = 8 gs fur- 


7 5 me 82 8 
1 n 22 


G - Lis le. the Nu „ 4. 
| oo - Governor. od © 


- Dated 26 February = 


TOUR fewer * une atid has gen ine 
much ſatisfaction, You write that, At this 

« time you are informed by a letter from the Chief 
« of the Patna factory, that as the Company's ſalt- 


vhs * was . from about ä laden 
cs on 
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* on bullocks, the Aumil, at a place called Man- 
46 jee, took off the falt-petre from the bullocks, and 
« drove away the bullocks, and the ſalt · petre is 
< lying at the foreſaid place; alſo, that one boat of 
« the Company's laden with ſalt-petre, the officer 
<< at a place called Sceſan has ſeized, unladen the 


< ſalt-petre, nor will let it paſs; again, that * 


<< boats laden with beetle · nut, which were 
ing in the way, purſuant to a duſtuck from che 
<« Chief of the Dacca factory, the Fougedar of Raja- 


, mohal has detained, wanting to collect a 2 


<< If I have any regard to remove all ſuſpicions from 
& your. breaſt, I muſt puniſh my officers one and 


« all. Agreeableto the letter which you have written 


« and given to me, the affairs of my Government, | 
c and the Company's trade, will go on in a courſe 
eſs interrupted than heretofore, and no ſingle 

article of goods that has the Company's duſtuck 
« with it ſhall be impeded, nor ſhall there be in 
« any place the leaſt obſtacle, io your buying and 


e ſelling the Country commodities; but upon falt, 
<& tobacco, beetle - nut, and dried fiſh, I am to take 


«© g per cent. upon the colt, and give my own 
<« duſtuck: the Officers of my Government feign 


* orders of themſelves, and report abroad that the 


Engliſn Gomaſtahs are not to be allowed in the 
4 Coty, nor ſhould any one buy or ſel], or do 


4 any manner of buſineſs wich them. In this caſe 


ec the agreement concluded between you and me, 
« is totally broken, and chere will be another 

« treaty made, in which it will be particularly ex- 
<« preſſed how my Officers are to act, and how the 


« Engliſh Gomaſtabs: and fince jetters from me 
* to you, and you to me, with their anſwers, are 


« not leſs than a month in coming, and you cannot 


« allow that the Company's buſineſs and that of 


the English gentlemen ſhould remain in fſuſ- 
* N for my orders therefore I muſt write to 
89393 Mahomed 


6 
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t Mahomed Aly Beg at Dacca, that at this time 
& the making ready of a new treaty article by ar- 
© ticle, under the ſeals and ſigns manual of both 
s parties being in view, until it is made ready and 
<«<-ſent to them, they muſt cauſe the buſineſs of 
the Company and Gentlemen to go on in the 
«© manner it formerly was conducted; if my Of- 
<<- ficers in the Province act contrary thereto, you 
« will ſend the Company's men, and make your 
* buſineſs go on by all means that may be.” 
Sir, Although with reſpect to the cattle for car- 
rying your petre, I know there has been no ob- 
ſtruction at all, yet my letter has been ſent every 
| where in order to examine into the affair of the bul / 
locks for carrying the petre, and alſothe boats. Here - 
aſter I will write you the particulars, and fend them. 
And with regard to the boats laden with beetle- 
nut, which you write, Cootub Alum demands duties 
on; Sir, before the arrival of your friendly letter, 
Cootub Alum had repreſented in an Arzee to me; 
that there were ſome boats, all of which you had re- 
leaſed before his face, except four boats which re- 
mained, and which, becauſe of their not anſwering 
examination, you left in charge with him, and pro- 
ceeded on your way. Herewith I ijaclole the 
Arzee for your peruſal. + „„ 
Since you were pleaſed to obſerve in the agree- 
ment before alluded to, that my duſtuck was to be 
along with the purchaſe and ſale of beetle-nut, and 
other articles of inland-trade, beyond all doubt 
Cootub Alum, without being ſhewed my duſtack, 
would not let the boats paſs ; in which caſe my Of- 
Heer does not appear to have committed any fault. 
You are to be the judge in this affair. N 
What you write of the uproar of my Officers; 
it appears from thence that the agreement made 
between us, the Council has not aſſented to. To 
be ſure whatever your Gomaſtahs wrue is all exactly 
- Yor. II. I IO juſt 


$& ORIGINAL FAPERS: 
juſt and proper, and my people tell nothing but 
' lies and wr ＋ falkties.” 1. muſt have ll Joſſes 
in your trade made good to you; but who will in» 
demnify me for the loſs of revenues juſtly due to 
my Government? I muft cut off my Officer's heads, 
but yout Gomaſtahs, who are guilty of oppreſſion, 
you highly extol. You muſt know very well, Sir, 
that I never had in view ſuch. a treaty; it was 
merely to preſerve your pleafure that I aſſented to it. 
Now that the Council do not agree. to it, and want 
to have another treaty written, is an impoſition,” 
Three demands which I formerly put to. you, I 
now again repeat. The firſt is, From the begin- 
ning until now the Nazim of Bengal correſponded 
wirn the Governor of Calcutta, juſt as I have been 
acquainted with you my friend, and are now ac- 
 Guainted with you, not having a ſingle word of 
correſpondence with the reft of the Board. 
I he ſecond is, 1 former y repreſented to you that 
the Company's trade has been fixed time immemorial, 
At preſent, beſides the Company's trade, the Go- 
maſtahsof the Engliſh Gentlemen have ſet upthe trade 
of ſalt, tobacco, dried fiſh, timbers, &c. and pur- 
_ chaſe from the country people with force and ex- 
tortion, and are continually contriving unjuſt dil 
putes, and wrangling with my Officers, ſo that the 
poor, the ifthabitants, .merchants, and manufac 
turers of my Country are oppreſſed, and both you 
and myſcH are troubled: with unjuſt vexations, Now 
1 ſay alſo, that your Gomaſtahs are to trade as is cuſ- 
tomary inmerchandizes imported and exported, which 
has been the practice in this Country, and are to re- 
frain from thoſe articles of tr. de which perplex the 
revenues fue to my Government, and are a cauſe 
df diſpuies, and the ruin of the inhabitants and poor 


people. | TECC. 
The third is, Whether your will is, at all events, 
. ; * 


* 
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ment of the Country and his Majeſty's revenues to 


me, and your Gomaſtahs are to carry on theſe 
branches of trade, which were never practiſed in 


the Country, and my Country is to be opprefſed 


by the partiality and indulgence, under pretence of 


trade, and the Officers of my Government are to 


to have no concern in the affairs of the amn 
vom, nor be allowed to ſay-a word? - 

If this be the caſe, it is out of my power to *. 
on the buſineſs of this Subadary. I wiih not to be 
concerned in an affair of ſo much vexation; you 
may be pleaſed to find out ſome other that does. 

I myſelf am heartily tired with theſe diſputes and 
wranglings. Unneceſſarily you give your troops 
trouble in ſending: them againſt my Officers 3 and 
why do not you write to * all my Officers get out 
of their diſtricts and repair to me, ſince that my 
wretched Officers have no forces in their diſtrifts. 
But Chittagong Midnapoor, and Burdwan, which 
I, agreeable to n 
Agents, you yourſelf know that not ſo much as 4 
man of mine ſets a foot therein, and I abſtain from 
the cuſtomary proviſions. If you do not determine 


re: for me, — is ks her a ran 


45 
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x | Dated 26 February et 
0 "OUR inns ** nd inert ann 


Meer Abdulla, the Aumil of the Purgunnah 
* Sundeep, being ſent you, Mahomed Au Beg's 


e is, that not a — ck ſhall * 


„H 2 « be 


. me. Tou write that, ** Your copy of 
te letter which Mahomed Aly Beg wrote to 
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<< be ſuffered in the Country, moreover, meek lofs 
L having ariſen to the Company's © buſineſs, ac-- 
1 cordingly the treaty made between us is totally 
% broken by [Mahomed Aly Beg; I muſt bring 
et the aforeſaid perſon to puniſhment, or you can- 
not ſit by inactive, and let the Company's bu- 
©: ſineſs go to ruin. Alſo that the Chief of Lucky - 
« poor neither impriſoned my Teſſawal, or killed 
* Bercundaſſes, nor detained Golam Ahmud; 
whatever Mahomed Aly Beg may have here- 
* tofore written to me on this matter, is a miſtake.” 
In all affairs between us, you, Sir, are the beſt 
e of the perſon that occaſions hurt to our in - 
tereſt. Although puniſhing Mahomed Beg is a 
trifle with me; however, Gop willing, I ſhall ar- 
tive in your quarter, and if he ſhall have _— 
| mitted any fault, I will chaſtize him. | 
But you have no power to puniſh any — h in 
| pot, that occaſions hurt under — adminiſtration. 
our order is abſolute: with reſpect to my people, 
but you have not the leaſt command over your 
own. By all means take of ſuch perſons; it 
is almoſt in nrg o occaſion a 3 be- 
twixt you and me. pg ly 
From the firſt even dies any 1 2 had 2 
Word with a ſingle Gomaſtah or one of your 
people. But your Officer, who has 8 con- 
fined my Officers,- at this preſent alſo wants to ſend 
troops againſt them, and have them brought bound. 
No wonder if your writing this back to me, has 
greatly ſurprized me. As to 
The charge of all this on me: 1 have- not 
Py hand in theſe things, there is no need of the 
charge of your Gomaſtahs. Lou obſerve, that 
through the tumults of Mahomed Aly Bèg, the 
agreement between us is entirely broken. Sir, ex- 
preſſions of this kind ſignify Cabins different, 
Er I--have not * _ ſeen or heard, that 


3 1 through 
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through the tumults of ſervants, a treaty concluded 
between their ſuperiors may be broken. Without 
doubt you muſt know this perfectly well: you need 
not throw the blame upon any on. | 

What Jaſsarut Cawn and Mahomed Aly Beg 
formerly wrote on the affair of my Yeſſawals con- 
finement, I (traitway tranſmitted to you, and with 
relation of it made great impreſſion on your mind. 
But before now, when you in conſequence of a 
letter from the Chief of Luckypoor, were earneſt 
with me, that Mahomed Aly Beg had killed your 
Seapoys; what did you diſcover upon examining 
this affair, that you are at preſent ſo urgent about a 
little ſcrap of the aforeſaid writing? For at this 
time alſo my Yeffawal is arrived, and being inter- 
rogated before me, he made the following relation, 
viz. When he reached Luckypoor, he ſhewed 
* my duſtuck to Golam Ahmud. - Scarce an hour 
% had paſt, when the Chief of Luckypoor factory 
“ ſent 200 men, and ſurrounded him quite alone, 
c and not a ſoul with him, and ill-treated him, 
carried him off as faſt as they could, with many 
©« acts of violence. The Chief aforeſaid, and other of 
© the people employed under him, ſaid, They made 
« Taffier Aly Cawn Nabob, and afterwards turned 
* him out again, and I myſelf alſo am one of their 
* own ſetting up, and this duſtuck which be has 
brought ſhall have no influence with them. 
With ſuch rebukes they kept him three days in 
* confinement, but Hircarahs eſcaping, went with 
<« this news of him to Jaſsiraut Cawn, and Ma- 
© homed Aly Beg. After this other Hircarahs 
„having brought a letter from the Governor of 
Calcutta (that is you, my friend) to the Chief 
„there, he ſent him together with Golm Ah- 
* mud to me.“ %%% awd Canate 4 „ 4 

At the time the Chief aforeſaid had confined my 
 Yeſlwal with all this ignominy and ill treatment, 
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how. did Mahomed Aly Beg know that he would 
releaſe him after three days, and ſend him to me? 
And had not your letter arrived he never had re- 
leaſed my Yeſlawal, unleſs, agreeable to the account 
of their Hircarahs, Jeſſarut Cawn and Mahomed 
Aly Beg bad wrote me the OI of my Teſſa- 
wal's confinement. 

Seeing that you are a wite man, conſider theſe 
-- Injurious manners of the Engliſh and my officers, and 
on whoſe fide lies the hardſhip, and who are the 
perſons that act contrary to the agreement, and in 
ſecret make uſe of infamous and injurious expreſ- 

ſions, to the prejudice of men of — - 
Above all, how many fleets of boats are there in 
Patna, yet cannot I get ſo much as a fingle boat to 
croſs over the Ganges; nay, other boats that have 
been procured, the people of yout factory there re- 
_ and carry away with them. 


The Nabob's letters of the 26th of "7 
R been read in Council the 7th of March, it 
was reſolved that the following anſwer ſhould be 
wrote to him by me as Preſident. 5 


N 4. a—Tle Seen Latter to the Nabob. 


Have received your letter of the 26th of Fe- 

bruary, which having read to the gentlemen of 
the Council, they agree with me in opinion, that 
there appears throughout a general difinclination 
to give us any fatisfaQion for the interruptions and 
ill uſage which the buſineſs of the Engliſh Compa- 
ny and gentlemen has received from Mahomed Aly 
and other Officers cf your Government; and that 
both your letters ſeem, on the whole, rather an eva- 
fon than an anſwer to my repreſentations, Iam there- 
fore, now in my own name, and in the name of 
the gentlemen of the Council, to give you the follow- 
og account of EINE: been reſolved on by vs: 
9 5 The 
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The Firmaund and other public orders of the Court, 


ther with the ſubſequent treaties with the Su- 
bahs, having been referred to and ſtrictly examin- 


ed, we find that the Engliſh, having the Company's 
duſtuck, are thereby entitled to carry on their trade 


(as well foreign as inland) in the Provinces of Bengal, 
Baher, and Orixa, duty free, By the tenor of them 


therefore; the Council are determined to abide. We 


have, however, taken information of the cuſtom 


that has hitherto prevailed in the different parts of 
the country, with reſpect to the Engliſh paying du- 


ty on certain articles of inland trade; and from 
theſe we learn, that the articles of ſalt and tobacco 
are the only ones which have paid ſuch duty, and 


chat the latter article has paid it only at the facto- 
ries of Lucky poor and Dacca, This being the 


caſe, and as we do not mean to break entirely throꝰ 


this eſtabliſhed cuſtom, although the afure-men- 


tioned grants give us 2 full ſanction to trade, duty 


free, we have determined that a confideration ſhall 


continue to be paid to your Government on ſalt, af- 


ter the rate of 2 per cent. as will be explained to 


you by Mr. Amyatt, and the method of collecting 

it ſettled by him. 

With reſpect to our Gomaſtahs, we cannot ad- 
mit that they ſhould be under any actual controwl 


of the Officers of your Government; but we have 


laid down certain regulations, whereby to reſtrain 
them from committing injuries or abuſes on the 


Country people, as well as to direct them to make 


their complaint to the chief of the factory, in caſe 


i a 


of receiving any from your Officers or dependants, 


and the ſaid chief will take the neceſſary meaſures 
for putting a ſtop to them. „ 

Copy of the Firmaund, Huſbulhookums and 
_ ereaties, together with the rules for collecting the 

aforeſaid duty on ſalt, and guiding the conduct 
of our Gomaltahs and your Officers, will be ſent 


* 


H 4 to 
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to you by Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay, whom my- 
ſelf with the Council have thought proper to de- 
pute, to explain to you more fully the Juſtice: of 


thoſe rights and pretenſions. 


With reſpect to the complaints which have . 
ready been made, we do inſiſt on juſtice againſt 
all thoſe Officers of the Government who may be 
co guilty of the extortions and obſtructions 
laid to their charge, and that reparation ſhall be 
made for the loſſes occaſioned thereby. 
On the other hand, all the complaints made 
by your Officers in different parts of the coun · 
try, againſt Engliſh Agents and Gomaſtahs, have 
referred to the examination of the gentle- 
men of the factories neareſt to thoſe places from 
whence the complaints have come; and whatever 
injuſtice it may appear they have committed, we 


mall be particularly careful to cauſe — to make 


amends for. ä 


N 4- Era of Cnfultetion of the 9 Yf 
March 1763. 
Mr. Johnſtone' Opinion. 


Mr. Jonſtone moves, That a letter ſhould now 
be wrote by the Board to the Nabob, in anſwer to 
the firſt of his three demands, explaining to him 
the powers of the Council; that it is with them in 
fact he acts, although their opinion is tranſmitted 
through the channel of the Preſident, and that 
therefore he ſhould confider them-in the firſt de- 
gree. Further, that in it the Governor's letter, 
containing the regulations ſhould be re-demand- 
ed, and that the letters now ſent ſhould be ſigned 
7 by the Board, and ſealed with the Company's ſeal. 4 


The Secretary being directed ta collect the opi- | 
nions of the Board on this motion of Mr. John- 

ane s, the ſeveral ä 2 the ſame as 
| follows. 1 "ow 
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„ 


Wr. Watts“ Opinion. | 
Mr. Watts is of opinion, That a paragraph 
ſhould be inſerted in the letter to be wrote to the 
Nabob, explaining to him the powers of the Board; 
and that the letter ſent by Mr. Vanſittart to the 
Nabob ſhould be demanded back, as from the 
Board; but that the letter now ſent be forwarded 
under the Preſident's ſeal, e 


Mr. Marriott's Opinion. 


Mr. Marriott is of the fame opinion with Mr., 
Watts, 15 50 e 
48 Mr. Hay's Opinion. | 
Mr. Hay thinks, that the explanation regarding 
the powers of the Council ſhould be made to the 
Nabob in a public letter, agreeable to Mr. John- 
. ſtone's motion; but that the demand for the letter, 
containing the regulations, ſhould be made in a let» 
ter under the Preſident's ſeal, e 
| Mr. Haſtings's Opinion. ; 
The Company have plainly declared their inten- 
tion, that all correſpondences with the country 
powers ſhall be carried on through the channel of 
the Governor; and as an alteration of this cuſtom - 
vill ſubje& the Nabob (who has not been uſed to 
ſuch a method, nor can be a judge of the proprie- 
ty of it) to great perplexi:ies, and tend to create. 
a breach between us, I object to any letter being 
_ wrote to the Nabob but with the Preſident's ſeal, 
As to any explanation of the powers of the Board, 
the Nabob, to my knowledge, is well acquainted 
with them, nor is ſuch an information in any wiſr 


„„ clo a 


. * 
1 . 


* wv «% 
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It is alſo unneceſſary to demand back the Gover- 
nor*s letter to the Nabob, as it will of courſe be 
annulled by the new regulations. 


Meſs. Cartier and Billers ue of the ſame ent | 
nion with Mr. Watts. 


- Mr. Batſon's Opinion, _ 


with Mr. Johnſtone in i- 

nion, That the authority of the Board ſhould be 

aſſerted, and the Governor's written agreement be 

demanded back, and that it is the intereſt of the 

Fete that the correſpondence ſhould be carried on 
t 


he Board. 

Major Carnac* Opinion. 

Major Carnac is of opinion, That the Nabob ei- 
. ther does not, or will not underſtand the powers of 
the Board, and therefore they ought to be explain- 
ed to him as to admit of no diſpute z which cannot 
be done any ways ſo effeRually as by a letter under 
the public ſeal, as propoſed by Mr. Johnſtone in 
his minute; and that, in this ſame letter, the Go- 
vernor 8, e the regulations, ſhould be de- 


At. Apa Obs. . = 
Mr. Amyatt is of Mr. Watts's opinion. 


Mejor Adams's Opiniaz. 


Major Adams is of opinion, That the Nabob's 
leiter Thould be anſwered by the Preſident in the 

name of the Board, under his own ſeal, which, 
with the purport of the letter, will ſufficiently con- 
vince the Nabob that the power is lodged in the ma- 
Jority of the Council; and I he thinks the redemand- 
ing the letter will more properly become a part of 

che inſtructious to Meſſrs. * and od * 
e 
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Tue Prefident's Opinion. 


The Preſident obſerves, That he had already ex- 
plained to-the Nabob more than once the powers of 
the Board, when he wrote the letter in queſtion; 
but that as the Nabob now affects to be inſenſible 
of the powers of the Board, and inſtead of com- 
plying with his 2 endeavours to make 
the worſt uſe poſſible of the letter, he thinks he 
ſhould be wrote to in the terms propoſed by Mr. 
Johnſtone, but that it ſhould be wrote in. the uſual 
manner, through the channel of the Preſident, as 
any other method is contrary to the Company's 
ſtanding orders, as well as detrimental to their af- 
fairs, = SS 

The majority of the Board, being of Mr. Watts's 
opinion, ordered that two additional paragraphs, 
expreſſing the ſenſe thereof, be added to the letter 
which is above directed to be wrote to the Nabob 
by the Preſident. That the whole letter be drawn 
up by the Secretary from the reſolutions of Coun- 
cil, and when approved of by the members, be ſent 
to the tranſlator, with directions to render it into 
Perſian, applying to the Preſident for the Moon- 
: — who uſually writes the letters for that pur- 


Copy of the additional Paragraphs to the Letter to the 


Fou mention in your letter, That it has been 


_ © cuſtomary for the Subahs of theſe Provinces to ne- 


-  Sotiate only with the Governor, and that you alſo 
have done heretofore, according to that cuſtom, 


and that you will not negotiate with any of the 


-gentlemeo of Council. In anſwer to which I muſt 
acquaint you, that although it is very true, nego- 
_ _ tiations with the Subahs are carried on by the Go- 

| N vernor 
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vernor only, yet that and all other buſineſs depends 
upon the opihion and determination of the Gover- 
nor and Council together; and in this manner af- 
fairs deing conſidered and reſolved on, the Gover- 
nor is only the channel through which it is made 
known to the Subahs, of which alſo you cannot but 
be ſenſible, as I have often acquainted you before. 
Ir is very true, that the regulations of trade 
. d on between you and me are not approved 
of by the Council, and therefore cannot take place; 
and further, the il behaviour and violent oppref- 
ions committed by your officers in all parts, by 
20 abuſe of the authority granted them by that 
reement, are ſo notorious and infupportable, that 
they are not put an immediate ftop to, the friend- 
ſhip between us will be broken; and as it is to be 
ſeared they will continue to ac in the ſame manner 
vntil they are acquainted from you that the intend- 
ed agreement is annulled, I deſire you will ck 
back that letter to me, and acquaint your Offic 
in all parts that you have ſo returned it. $I 
The obvious tendency of this motion points out 
but too plainly the factious ſpirit which Kane it, 
ſince nothing could have fo effectually convinced the 
Nabob of the weakneſs of our Government, and 
the power of his enemies; befides, that by claim 
irg his acknowledgement of an authority to which 


be bad never hitherto been accuſtomed, and by 
_ throwing the correſpondence into a new channel, 


which he knew to be contrary to the rules of our 
Government, a ſnare was laid to aggravate the diſ- 
Putes by his diſowning that authority, or by the 
_ perplexity which it muſt of courſe lead wm ts 
09 he inclined to Wy "_ Wt 


 < 
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04. on of a Baar flows the Chief and 
Cauncil at Patna fo the Governor and Council. 
Dated 7 I I fig . | 


IHE Nabob bavinw 8 Gelege in his: at- 
tack on the firſt paſs leading to Napaul, we 

are now to adviſe you that he crolled the river yel- 
terday, and is at this time encamped with the re- 
n of his army at ** c 8 Garden. | 


of a a Letter Fa the Chief and Cu a af 
GH Patna to the Governor and Council © 


Dated 6th March 1763. 


IJ E now es os Sn of a letter 

from the Company's Gomaſtah at Mow, 

which will give you a pretty juſt idea of what lengths 

Nabob intended proceeding to, and how great- 

1 would have diſtreſſed our affairs, had he not 
n timely checked. 

Early this morning we detached three companies 
of Seapoys to Mow, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Downie, with orders to clear the Company's 
buſineſs in that diſtrict, and ſeize all thoſe who have 
Interrupted it, agreeable to your direftions. We beg 

your further orders with regard to puniſhing them, 
and cannot help obſerving how neceſſary it is that 
ſome examples ſhould be made, in order to put an - 
effectual ſtop to this growiog evil. 
The Nabob marched two days ago from Jafficr 
Cawn's gardens, and is now W near Fat - 


h 


\ 
W 


* 
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CEA Letter Hon the Nabob to 
tbe Governor. 
Dad the 5th March, 1963. 


Have. had the okeafore duly to receiye three of 
your favours, dated the 7th and 8ch of Sha: 
; 2 and underſtand the particulars mentioned i in 

em 

At a time when this Government was loaded 
with a balance of revenues due to the King, the ar- 
rears of the troops, and debts owing to the Eng- 
liſh, I marched out of Bengal, and repaired. to 
the extremity. of the Province of Bahar, in order 
to ſettle theſe matters. Upon that country's being 
left without a ruler, every village and diſtrict be- 
came ruined by the oppreſſion of the Engliſh 
2 and Gommaſtabs; a thorough ſtop was put 
to colleCting the revenues, and the merchants, lt 
: le, and all my Officers and Miniſters 
of the public, and private receipts of © cuſtom, 
were diſtreſſed, and deprived of their daily bread, 
and I am a ſufferer i in the revenues due to my ad- 
"mitiſtration near a crore of Rupees. 1 have in the 
mean while made continual complaints and repre- 
ſentarions of this injuſtice, and informed you parti- 
cularly and circumſtantially of all matters, neverthe- 
Teſs you Have been pleaſed to obſerve that my Offi- 
cers ate to blame. 
When you Favoured me with aviſitar Mongheer, 
1 hid before you all my concerns. You were very 
earneſt in fertlio all as between my Govera- 
ment and the Fog) iN cod company and A qu — 
und and” their Gente and you in ſome meaſu 
comforted me, and perſuaded me that from that 
time, bulineſs would be carried on in a proper 
< manner, and my Government neither inj 
| An. or — Afterwards, on your 
return 
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return to Calcutta, contrary to your agreement 
vwith me, you detached. forces to carry on the bu- 
ſineſs of the Company and Engliſh gentlemen by 
compulſion, and to beat and chaſtiſe my. officers if 
they offer to ſpeak a word. | te 
For theſe three years I have not got a fingle ru- 
pee, nor a.thouſand rupees, nor one piece, nor ten 
pieces of cloth, nor a bundle of broad cloth, bag + 
ten bundles, nor a pair of ſciſſars, nor ſo much as 
a claſp knife, from the Eng'iſh gentlemen or their 
Gomaſtahs ; however they have by violence levied 
_ fines, and penalties, and loſſes in their trade on my 
officers, and {till continue to levy them, and if any 
of my officers refuſe to ſubmit to this, they pour a 
ſtorm of complaints on his head. 
_ Lately you have repeatedly ordered me_** to let 
* the buſineſs. of the Company and Engliſh geatle- 
* men and their Gomaſtahs, go on as was cuſ- 
t tomary herctofore in the different parts of the 
s provinces of Bengal and Bahar; to ſuffer the 
„ money and bullion of your factories to be coined 
4 into ſiccas in my mints, and to have the wickes 
and entrenchment in the city of Patna opened.“ 
I not having it in my power to refuſe, have given 
you the free uſe of my mint, and di the 
wicket to be opened, and a ſtop to be put to col - 
 leQting of cuſtoms upon traffick in the commodities 
of my country, from all. merchants, pikars, and 
dilolls in the province of Bahar and Bengal, and I 
have had all gauts and chokys, both in the city and 
Country round about, entirely removed, . - 


3 — * 


All this my loſs is owing entirely to the favour 
and protection of the whole Board, becauſe that 
my being like the Nabob, Meer Jaffier, indebred 
to his Majeſty, and embarraſſed by my troops, 
and reduced to his ſituation, is what they approve 
of: my people and merchants being diſtreſſed, my 
Country being oppreſſed, myſelf deſpiſed and — 
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ject to daily inſults, and my Officers and ſervants 
being evil intreated; I have choſe therefore to give 
up all theſe points to you, Now I am in expec- 
1 of your anſwer,” to inform me if my life is 
„or if there i is any thing more to be done. 


45 | 04 b— From the Nabob to the Gojehoge: 
; 0 s March 1763. ; 


0 U R fend FF Gated he 8th, Shabaurt 
is arrived, and I am happy with the news of 
welfare, You write chat the opinion of the 
ouncil is as follows: 

They are all very deſirous of aſſiſting arid we- | 
4 porting me and my Government, but cannot 
* bear with patience that my officers ſhould im- 

«© pede or damage the buſineſs of their commerce, 
that the report of your ſerting up another Nabob, 
e js the weak inſinuation of deſigning men. That 
4 the regulation of the Board is to make ſuch an 
te agreement in purſuance of the royal F irmaund, 
* and the rules of equity, as may leave no en | 

4 for diſputes in future between my Officers and 
4 their Gomaſtahs.“ How can I bring myſelf 
firmly to credit this, ſince Mr. Ellis is 5 * the 

Council, ho for theſe two years paſt has been en- 

deavouring all in his power to hurt my affairs, and 

= make me appear” little in the eyes of the world; 
| nay, is at this time taking pains daily to involve 

me in trouble, drawing up his Company of Seas. 

2 $ to provoke me, and omitting no opportunity - | 

| of depreciating me, both in this my own Country 

= and with Shujah-ul-Dowla, and other great men at 

= Court, ſending all whatever he can deviſe to my 
| 

| 


diſcredit, by means of Shirabroy to Shyjah-ul-- 
2 &c. and he likewiſe ſays whatever comes 
n upperevt-. 


= =. 
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uppermoſt i in _ mind to my prejudicn i in abu | 
aſſemblies: & 000350 | 
In regard to * you write, adviſing me of the 
royal Firmaund, and your having in view the pre- 
paration of another treaty: when you favoured me 
with your company at Mongheer, I told you ſre- 
quently that, Your power was great, but I had 
< little to boaſt of; you ſhould. pleaſe to conſider, 
and not fall into the notion that any agreement 
* would be binding with bu people” 
Ils not this an inſtance of oppreſſion, that the 
alt- petre lands which I have rented unto you} 
Gentlemen, upon the produce af which you — 
to pay formerly 3 and 34 Rupees per Maund, 
this preſent you peremptorily hold at 14 Rab, 
plundering and injuring my people? So my Country 
is to go to ruin, and I am not to utter a word. 
Beſides all this you write, that it is my own Officers 
who create theſe diſturbances, make uſe of oppreſs 
fion, and lay: waſte the falt-petre lands. 
his beiog the caſe, how can any treaty ſtand 
1 between us? and how can it take effect, if 
ſuch oppreſſions continue? Moreover, as you have 
diſpatched the Company's troops to chaſtize my 
Officers, if they but murmur ori the occaſion, Why 
need * trouble yourſelves do make another 
treaty | 
In my ſervice there is not one that can nice 
- me againſt; you in any affair. Under you there 
is Me. Ellis, who: fails not to prejudice - you 
with evil. inſinuations againſt me, as you muſt! ſea 
and be ſenſible of, though you connive thereat, 


nan (ay nothing on the ſubject; but you are pleaſed 


to think (I do not know upon what grounds) that 
1 have evil Minded people in my ſer vice. 
I am at a loſs how to act under eſe cenſure 
and muſt own myſelf inſufficient, if regulations | 
Jon * * — to 6d 
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me ſtee from the uneaſineſſes of ſuch an admini- 
ſtration, and ſet up a perſon for ne 
whom the Couneil may bettet approve. 
Full well 1 — chat they will both anden 
me, — isfore good name, and do this bu- 
ſineſs. W eee againſt me? 
it nor the men to bring an unjuſt charge 
amy — with a view © ecimpals ocher de- 
Gigs: ie bert cha cu do de r this une. 


. 5 A © ay © FM # * 


"ow 
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Fe ati 


0.4 0-—i Gap of « Letter from the Chief and 
dualer Patody to the Governor and Council, 


nn iN N * 4 a FY 2 
. Bit bes 12 March 1769. 


J.. NY * nf * 18 2 
N . #2 i 4 Ns 


4 HE folloving-is-an exra@-of a-letter from 
Lieutenant Downie to the Chief, received 
lat — J have the 


ure to acquaint vou 
that I have juſt now ſeized Meer Acbur Aly, 
«whos — eret habe likewiſe taken 
* poſfeſſion of the ſalt - petre he ſeed from the 
We! ny, und that which he collected from his 
„ Porgündahg and ſhall have it carried to Mow As 


4 ſvon as poſſible.” I will now proceed to Durbungh 
be * cher oppor ofthe Cen: 


on re of + iter ut yp abies 
c ͤ ͤ K 
up ro ict as the Company s Gmaſt an 
We again repeat 3 
vor us with your orders, what we are td do wär 
this man; W other who may act in the like 
manner; 


* os: 1 2 K deen 
oil: . u Hasi tn you nc , 
ta eee ee date 2 11" "Cppy 

£7 11 


a 1 
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. of a Tatler from: the Cars — oo 
E r the ee Coumcil. 


— *y * 
. 4 8. 
vst 0 „„ e 
EZ * 4 wa 4 * A 4 $4 
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N _ 


x acquainted. you. "the. 22h, that. e 
nant Downie had made Meer Acbur Aly 
riſoner, and taken po of the Company's 
Pies: agjepoor,. where; he it in charge of a 
avilder, a. Naick, and twelve Seapoys, till it 
ſhould, be temoved to the factory at Mow. This 
y. was attacked by a body of 500 horſe, ſent 
that (purpoſe from the Nabob's camp, by whom 
255 of them have been killed, three wounded, 
and the, remainder, with the 2 8 Gomaltab, 
carried: * . to the Nabob. an | 
oh ae has halred, at, Pennarac, and res have 
1e e .propaſes returning here to at» 
| ould = carry his threats into execution, 
ma any" r poſſeſs ourſelves of the city. 
as the moſt effectual means * . e 
deſigns Sortive, +. Prone : 


% > 
„ 


be A | 


04.4=Cayof 4 n the Nabob 


"On or. 


= Pa. Og 1 n POW. Dated II i Mics 4763. 

7 uk. two 0 are arrived, and have, oe. 
J - joiced me. You write that Mr. Middleton, 
A ' who refides at Luckypoor, wrote, a letter to you 
« andthe reſt of the Cbuncil. You have fent me 
* trabſlation thereof; with copies of the letters 
„Which Aca Mahomed Nizam Syed Budde Cawn 
* wrote to the {aid gentlemen and others. That 
— „ Golabm Heſſein is Moonſhy at the Companys 
* fatory, and Mahomed Gizy, collector of che 


* "Comany' $ Taaluc, annexed to A That 
1 now 


1 . 


1 
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«now Mahomed Aly wants to plunder the o. 
4 ficers aforeſaid, and ſeize their perſons. 1 
it has been always an eſtabliſhed rule, that ſer- 
<« yants of the Company remain at the diſpoſal, 
„ aid under the protection of the Company, and 
* Mabomei Aly Beg wants to break through it, 
_ Tun. the faid Taaluc has been under the Com- 
any from the time of Meer Jaffier Cawn. 
at Moreover, that Cortub Aulum my Officer at 
n 122 wrote a letter to Mt. *y 0 e 


„ 


«ried on in a proper manner; but ic” is da of 
, tuined by the villainous proceedings of my ( 
<-*ficers, particularly Mahomed Aly |” Further, 
that Sey 'd Jelaul Bocaty ſtops your boats laden 
With Tale, and demands extraordinary * 1 
upon them.?“ — 
Ide copies of Mr. Mddleton's letters wall 
; lated are arrived, and Tully underſtand the port 
wa 9 
Since all this wrangling on the part of the 
Gentlemen has ariſen on account of duties, I have 
_ accordipgly_ put a ſtop to the collecting of duties 
_ and cuſtoms, in all diſtricts of the 5 ovinces ſyb- 
ject to me, as well as to _coining o ey in all 
my miots;, 1 have alſo had the wicket in 3 5 
opened, as I before 'wrote, for your information. 
Now that you are plea ed to write complaints 
againſt Mahomed AJy Beg, I have Ferry! him 
"from Dacca, and ſent for him hither, ſo you may 
FIVE, whom PM vill > WR the e 


1 * 
» 7 * 
7 8 N 9 c 4 E F US * 6 3 94 * i r 
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take the manage mentof Dacca! Although Mahomed 
| Aly: Beg has neither plundered any one, nor placed 
1 upon the houſe of one individual, yet tio 
Bes end to all the blame you —m_ woo? me, 1 
ve ſent for him hither. 

But Ellis is he, that has hats twice theſe dil. 
turbahdes, and not long ſince placed a guard upon 
my dwelling, I mean the fort of Mongheer, and 
at this very time has detached three companies of 
Seapoys, and two pieces of cannon, with intent of 
ſeizing my Officers, and has actually ſurrounded 
the fort of Taagepoor. I know not the reaſon 
of theſe inſults from the ſaid Ellis, nor will I put 

up with theſe his tumultuous proceedings, where- 
fore, I have wrote as much for your information. 


$20 ce e 1 1 58 241 Nee 
0 c, of a ' Letter Kum the Nabob 10 
n n Wr e 96 
98 — * bedie 4. F | 


10 


17 5 "Wi An 7 the Friendſhip and es 
1 I bear to you, that I * been ſtead- 
faſt in acknowledging your marks of favour, and 
Te aþe; friendſhip and regard you have ſhewn to 

I have put up with every thing, until now” 
þ my [patience is quite exhauſted. - 

Whatever is to be done, do you; Sie . it 
"yourſelf. Why ſhould you have me leſſened and 
degraded by your ſetvants, and people of no 
character? One man may by all means be a friend 
to one man, but to be dependent upon ten Ro 
is beyond the power of mortal man. 

From the beginning, I have in no wiſe been de- 
ficient | in the performance of the regulations you 
. made with me, n have 3 en __ 
"Fx FOR 


. * 3 * * | 1 
r . F 
. e eee Dated 4 March 76g 
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At this time, ans dy 5 been - pleaſed to 
write to me to keep apen the wi cket and entrench- 
ments in- the f of. Pai, and or trade 39 | 
on as. uſual, I paid all dug reſpect to your letter, a 
immediately complied with its contents. I had ſent for 
Mahomed Aly Beg from R I was en my 
way, from... Patna towards Rajemohul, and had 
reached, Barry; when, Aan, Ellis. had 4e iges 
anies of! s, With $90: etndzsis — 2 
other companies towards Durbunge Mom, I. eegra, 
Ircar. Sarum, Takary, and other diſtticts in dif- 
ferent parts of the province, by which my affairs 

baue been. ſo much hurt, that an a b ü 

put cn the collection of my revenues. * 

1 knew not in what light to conlider all theſe 
diſturbances, plunderings, and ravages z ſo upon 
information of this news, I diſpatched Mahomed 

Ameen Cawn, one of my 9. towards 

Tagepoor, that he might enquire particularly into 

the affairs, and bring me intelligence of the cauſe 
af ſo much diſorder. He had not reached the ſpot 

dee the {companies I have mentioned had taken 
hold, of Acbhur Aly Naib of Sheer Zaman, my 

— . a 2 and carried him away to 

My Jemmadar wrote me theſe parti- 

— in anſwer to which, I ſent him orders to 
bring your Gomaſtah reſicding at the factory of 
Ta gepoor to me, that particulars: might be en- 
quired of him, e oy Aural dad been ee 
af and carried Aways: It yd bobs A 

Wen a Aer er AY — 
8 your Seapoys there, by order of the 
omaſtab, fir him, without challenging him. 
My Jemmadar having no other reſource, uſed all 
the force that he had, ſeized your Gomaſtah, and 
brought him to me. I examined imo this affair 
in the beſt manner, = * diſmiſiad pon Go 
2 * 
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nisſtah. I found from him that my Aumil was 
by no means in fault; but Ellis having fixed the 
blame of all theſe tumults and diſorders upon my 
Aumils, | under pretence of the ſalt - petre, | mere] 

from his on hatred to me, and imperuofity o 

temper, has created theſe ane and ag 

Suekes in them. En 0: 

Tou wrote me heretofore, that by keeping the 
wicket in the city of Patna ſnhut, a report would 
in all probability prevail amongſt the people, wear 
the Company and I were-at variance. 

Ellis, for two years, has been making all der 
diſturbances, in order to demean me and my af - 
fairs. Ought I not to be informed how I am to 
confider theſe proceedings, and what is the reaſon 
of them ꝰ Tou are as a friend bound to free me 
from all theſe diſputes, which I never can bear 
with; Moreover, ſince the ſaid: Gentleman has 
committed violence on my Officers, ſhould my Of- 
ficers for the ſake of their ehaxacter ſtand upon the 
defence, you are pot to injure” my reputation; 
but, n ae die, Ulises c- 
tions, you had as good diſpoſe of my Country to 
him, that you and 1 may be freed from the vexd- 
tions of it, for Jam convinced, that the "Councif 
will not determine this-diſpute. - + > 7 000050) 

Lu have halted! here at Barritwo days, on derben 
Or this affair ; eee bs hall march towards 


3 ont . n d nor nos 
4 oy * N 2 1 e 2 12 1 Beis 2 n "*2 15% 4+ 15 
0 tn of Lader fu the Nobob Wt 


N , Fart: Governor. MGM 03 
5 zig s Saite Dated 15 March #3696 
btn *F 49 Pay 4 O00 444} $36 OT: {L303 3 
5 VE been favoured with your letter, pou 
ge cher pv" nag a Perwünab to Mahomed: 
and other 9 Write, that 

* 1 . 


E people; that Roy Mohunloll, Aumil of Bahar, 
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„% Mr. Senior paid the duties upon 4,000 Maunds 
of ſalt at the Shahbunder, took a paſs, and dif- 
\+ patched his ſalt, but Syed Jelaul Bocary ſte 
it, and required a further duty upon it. T 
t at Rungpoor a duty is demanded upon all 
* kinds of goods, upon which account the buſineſs 
* of the Engliſh gentlemen and their Gomaſtahs 
is entirely ſtopped. That at Sbewgunge, be- 
longing to Dinagepoor, . Reranaut, my Naib 
s there, has collected money, under the pretence 
* of a tax for the ſupport of poor and indigene 


e demands a duty upon opium. That, as your 
+. Gomaſtahs about - Rangarnatty are diſtreſſed 
thtough a ſcarcity of proviſions, you have ſent 
ſome Seapoys thitber 10 bring —— Jeleul3 Bos 
95 eee nn, b ot 
From the deakdting to ua: MI hive 
looked upon myſelf” obliged to you, and have 
aſſented to every thing you either . wrote, or 
gnegotiated with me, upon any affair whatever; 
baxing, for the ſake of your good pleaſure, put an 
entire ſtop to the collection of all kinds of duties 
and cuſtoms upon werchandize, as well country, 
g imports and exports from you, the reſt of the 
Gentlemen, and all other people, both great and 
ſmoll ; nay, though lit was plainly to the detri- 
ment of my affaifa, yet, to avoid all diſputes. be. 
tween your Government and mine, I have ſnut up 


all my mints, and I have likewiſe ſent for Ma- 


bomed Aly Beg from Dacca. Now, you - will, 
pleaſe to Wender if 3 you have ſpoken or written 
to me, upon any ther matter that I have not 


complied wich. Notwithſtanding all this that I 
have done to preſerve your eſleem, and although 
yaw hweexpreſſed the ſincereſt friendſhip and rev 
gard;oyet," your-fending Seapoys to ſeize my Of. 
fers . bring ** to 1 will convince all 

AT *? i mankind 
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mankind what ſolid foundation the friendſhip and 
ve between us is built upon. 
Theſe kind of reports may be very much to your 
mind, but they are by no means agreeable to mine. 
I told you face to face, and have written again 
and again to you, that on account of the differences 
of diſpoſition bet wixt me and the Engliſh gentle- 
men, I looked upon my ſelf inſufficient for this em- 
ployment; accordingly, it were better that in the 
lame Manner as they gave it once to me, they now 

denvet it over to Whomſoever they may think 
proper. | 7 _— . i le 0 1 i . 
It is very far from the character becoming you to 
write me letters brea: hing nothing but friendſhip, 
and at the ſame time to give eat to the unjuſt re. 
ports of your own people, and take ſteps towards a 
rupture. | | _ 
If you are willing to ſhew yourſelf a friend, im- 
mediately order back Syed Jelaul Bocary to his own 
diſtri, and break not up the foundation of our 
friendſhip, in doing which, by the by, you are not 

backward, ſince I think there is no l 


* * = 


4 


your ſending Seapoys againſt my Officers, and in 
writing to tne on ſuch” ſubjects.” If vou are ſtill 
refolveg to detach your people, do not write to me, 
fot I vill not return you an anſwer upon ſuch mat», | 
ters. n 1 N 14 „„ 3 | * 4 Ht A 
r r . . * 
HAIG 1 we Th the Nabob's on Hand.] ap 5 . 


” 


4 Such tumults as the Engliſn have ſet on foot, 
were never known in any Government till the time 
of Meer Mahomed. Jaffier Cawn : That they ſhould 
ſend Scapoys,.and ſeize the Officers of the Govern- 
ment and carry them away, at the ſame time the 
Nazim? was locking on without taking notice of 
it. All my remiſſneſs has been owing entirely to 
the friendſhip between you and me. If the Engliſh 


1 VP 
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Gomaſtahs will carry on their trade according to 
cuſtom practiſed by other merchants, well and 
z if not, — 9 no reſource but to make uſ of 
© ſame expreſſions, ſavouring of diſagreement, 
e do. My reputation and honour is dearer to 
me than life, | If you are inclined to let friendſhip 
ſubſiſt between us, it behoves you to lay aſide theſe 
diſturbances and altercations, i 4 which there appears | 
nothing but animoſity; and if you ate inclined to 
break. with me, let me know it immediately, chat 
I may have nathing further to do War » 


can confider no longer on them. 


The Nabob's letters of the f ith, 14th, To I '* 
of March, having been read in Council the 24th, 
it was reſolved that the following 3 anſwer Og be 


nnn. as Preſident. 
0 4. 8 Tera N rfter to He Nibeb. 
rp: Dated 24th March 1963. 
N 
"OD walked! our letters of the x1 b, 
15 and 1 5th g With r egard to e 
| ions of our trade, and the 7 which — 
berween the dependents of your Govern- 
ment and ours, our o 8 orders were to = y to 
you und ybur Officers for redreſs on any occafion of 
complaint on our part; but this was ſo often done 
without effe&,” that finding the interruptions nd 
diſtanbances deihy increaſe, inſomuch that our 
neſs was in moſt paris put an entire ſtop to, 

had n ready left to make uſe of, but that of force 
to ſice our buſineſa, and therefore, diſagteeable as it 
was to un, » Wei were obliged to give ſuch orders h 
all the factosies, of Sich 30. have before” born | 
1 * e e eee ee UA. . - 
Mr. Elli has done in cbe Patvs rovince 


ing the Company's bulineſs, Was — 
: „ pos” 
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to the faid orders ſent him by the Board; and I 
muſt here particularly obſerve, wich reſpect to that 
gentleman's not applying to you for redreſs on any 
occaſion, chat you have abſolutely: put it out of his 
power, by declaring that you would not anſwer 
any of his letters, and having really lee np rer 
| ed * which he actually wrote you. 1 
wal 4 not find that you r to 
wt 107 Officers to forbear from obſtructing our 
as they ſtill continue to do it to the utmoſt 
of their power, excepting! in thoſe places where our 
troops are actually ſtationed for it's protection. 
When yeu have given ſuch orders as ſhall put an end 
to thoſe > abftryCtions,' we, on our pact, Will not 
interfere with your Officers," ot the affairs of your 
Government. Wet 2 ine 
I have wrote you bafdev-ef our reſolutions and 
damen, and F now” again acquaint youꝗ thar we 
ſhall fd upon a compliance with them in- 
int. Myſelf as well as the Council ars heartily wm 
olved to ſupport you in your Government and all 
its rights; but if hu oppoſe gur people in the exe- 
cution of orders which we have authorized, and 
with v hieh you have been acquainted, we ſhalFlook 
upon ſuch conduct as an op declaration ef war; 
but to ſhew'you our earneſt Geſire to prevent ſuen 
an event, e continue” in our reſolution to ſend 40 
you Mr Amyatt, (who will be a 
Mr. Flay) for the purpoſes we have before wrote 
ou, as. ſoon 88 ve e Mets 0 bee 5 
ter 2101 No Tan SID en 
m in "its leer take notice of two parti 41- 
lar phraſes chat you male uſt of, ſervants, and 
men of low character Tam very unwilling to 
ſuppoſe you could by ſuch unbecoming expreſſions 
mean the gentlemen of Council; but they with me 


infiſt upon an explanation, a8 we-will 'by 10 mon 6 
ov" mmm ann th diſ 
8 5 | 


Pe 
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P. In the Preſident's letter to the Board from 
Mongheer, which contained the regulations made 
with the Nabob, he mentioned a reſolution expreſſ- 
ed by the Nabob to aboliſh. all duties whatever in 
his dominions, to avoid the daily diſputes between 
our people and his Officers who colleed them. This 
the Nabob now actually put in execution, and as ſoon 
as it was known, it became a freſh diſpute at the 
Board, which was opened by a minute of Mr. John- 
ſtond s, in the conſultation; of the 22d of March. 
As all che arguments on this ſubject are fully ſtat- 
ell in the minutes entered upon it by the members 
of the Board, thoſe minutes are entered at large. 
Upon the 'whole, it was reſolved by a great majo- 
- Raby: that this exemption was a breach of the Com- 
pany's privileges, and that the Nabob ſhould, be 
olitively required to recal it, and collect duties as 
fore — the country merchants, and all other 
perſons who had not Wa.” ain 8 
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; "£14k baghnod wm: by od aw dgile w1obaots: noi. 
No dee e been yet received from 
che Cb asd — Paton, and the inſtruc- 
tions for Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay being now ly- 
ing for conſideration, Mr. Johaſtone begs leave to 
deliver in copies of Sunauds iſſued at Patna, &c. 
by the Nabab. received 40 private letters, ordering 
an eemptian to all merchants from duties of every 
kind on their trade for two years. As this proceed- 
ing appears deſtructive to the Company's royal pri- 
vileges and rights, Mr. Jehnſtone thinks it merits 
the conſideration of the Board to concert meaſures 
to prevent this injuriĩous attempt of the Nabob, 
Which he conceines beyond his authority as a Su- 

hah, raided, and —— we 4 without any re- 


and 


1 
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that we neither can nor ought to admit of it, 
conſiſtently with the truſt repoſed in us by the 
Company, while they have placed the means Ni 
| Jupporeng their rights | in our hands. . 


Mr. Watts' 8 Opinion. 


Mr. Watts is of opinion, That the Nabob's tak- 
ing off duties on all goods, muſt be highly detti- 
mental to the Company's trade; that it is a ſtep he, 
as Subah of Bengal, has no authority to do, with- 
out permiſſion from the Mogul ; and as the Mogul 
has always deemed the Engliſh in a much ſuperior 
light to the Nabob, he thinks it is incumbent on 
them to infiſt that the duties be collected from other 
merchants as formerly, otherwiſe our privileges 

granted to us * the F irmaund, Te. will be "Oy 
overſet. r a 


Mr. Matthatr's „ BOY da Ren 


Mr. Mariott thinks, That the Nabob, in a iſſuing 
out the late Perwana to take off duties from all trade, 
has acted quite contrary: to the Company's intereſt, 
and muſt, if not put a ſtop to, prevent our pro- 
curing che uſual inveſtment, as the 85 in conſe · 
quence will be dearer, the quantity ſmaller, and the 
quality much inferior; that this order appears to 
have been done with a deſign to prejudice the Eng- 
liſh affairs in this country as much as; poſſible, as 
the rights and privileges we hold over other Euro: 
pean nations, and the natives of this country, are 
no become void, and what has .coſt the Com- 
pany ſo great an expence of blood and treaſure, is 
now rendered of no ſignification; that the making 
our Firmaund pi ivilege of no effect, which he has 
done by this order, is the ſame as if he had entirely 
prevented us trading with a Company's duſtuck, 


and demanded duties as he has lately done: That 
ve 


Þ 
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we ought at all rates to inſiſt on his recalling theſe 
orders; and ſhould” he refuſe, look upon it as a 


downright declaration againſt the Company's inte- 
reſt, and act with him as an infringer of our rights. 


Mr. 'Hay's s Opinion. 


r 


= appears to Mr. Hay, That the W ſewit· 
ting. che * on the whole trade of theſe provin- 
ces for two. gears, is done with no other deſign than 


8 to ptejudice the affairs of the Engliſh, and tender 


fs as lixtle uſe as poſſible the privileges the 0 
by the grants they are add a Ae ul 
ſtep has been pointed out to him by the 8 
or ſome others whole intereſt it is that the Engliſh 
ſhould. be loaded with that more than double cuſ- 
tom of 9 per cent. in hopes that the Company with- 
in the ſpace of two years, may, from an a ehen· 
fion of their own: trade being hurt, order that this 
extravagant duty ſhould be paid, or that the inland 
trade ſhould not be carried 4 by their ſervantz. 
The Nabob will be no loſer bo this meaſure, for 
be m or at the end of the two years, 
malte the merehants anſwerable to him for the du- 
65 tien en the oor” e was e Are _ 
m. 
This fi the begitining f a game, chat will no 
doube; if a ſtop is not put to it, be continually 
ayed to the diſadvantage of the Englith — 
bY.” Mr. Hay is therefore of opinion, that it 
ſhbull be made known to the Nabob, — 
on this meaſure as deſigned to prejudiee the Com- 
pany*s affairs, and that we will not quietly ſec him 
proceed in meaſures that can anſwer eee ya 
* the derten our A Ty 8 
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Mr. Johnſtone's Opinion. - ++ 
Minn ES de AE 0 
 Ventrety ge Widh fr. E coinage: f 


heard it. urged, that the Nabob is walter in his 
_ terriories, and may therefore remit to his ſubjects 
any advantage accruing to his revenues from duties 
collected in the country. To me it 7 uite 
otherwiſe; nor can 1 conceive that 1 Nabob, 
whom we have taiſed to the Subaſhip, and have 
hirfierto ſupported in it by force of arms, in oppoſi- 
tion to the King, can ever have thereby acquired 4 
right to undermine, and entirely ruin, the Act 
advantages the Company at an immenle expence ob- 
tained by grants from the Sovereign of the kings 
dom, or by treaties with the foregoing Subah, all 
which this man has bound himſelf to maintain 
confirm to us in the fulleſt extent. Had ſuch an 
attempt been made by Jaffier Aly Cawn, or Sera- 
jah Dowla, to render of no uſe and effect the ſin- 
gular advantage our nation enjoyed, by the privi- 
lege of catrying on their trade under the duſtuck, 
ſurely every one mult have conſidered ſuch proceed- 
ings as the plaineſt declaration of their enmity, ill 
will, and fixed reſolution to ruin our trade, ſuperio- 
rity, and influence through the coumry, by redu- 
cing us on a footing with all other European or 
foreigh traders, and even with the Bengal inhabi- 
tants. 1 imagine that no power we have been 
pleuſed to inveſt this Nabob with, can ever autho- 
rize him to take ſuch a ſtep to the prejudice of the 
Company, or juſtify us to our employers to permit 
it to take Tea Nothing leſs than an order from the 
King at Delly could claim our regard in this points 
and even that I believe the Company would expect 
we ſhould not comply with, till we had uſed every. 
method in our power for the preſer vation of their 
rights. and immunities. The Nabob, after repeated 
Sl EEE» | | attempts 


0 
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' 
1 
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trade, on finding the Boa 
and ſupport the duſtuck in its full extent, has now 
recourſe to an exemption from all duties to other 


8 


atrempts to burthen us with the exorbitant duty of 
per cent. on articles of cx as well as inland 
reſolved to oppoſe it, 


merchants, to invalidate our proceedings in oppo- 
firion to the late regulations; but he may with 
as great propriety, in regard to us, inſiſt on the one 
ag the other; and our time and arguments will ſeem 


to have been employed to very little purpoſe, in- 
_ Ueed, if we allow him to elude them, and baffle us 


by ſuch a proceeding. Nor can J imagine the ne- 
ceſlity of Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay now proceeding 
to explain our reſolutions, and the extent of our 


wg while they are thus rendered of no ef- 
fect: Till 


that demand therefore be revoked by a 


previous application of the Board, any depuration 


NC e 


* 


8 
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Mr. Cartier's Opini 
Mr. Carticr's Opinion. 


ry 
o 
* 


Mr. Cartier eſteems the copy of a Sunnud from 


Coffim Aly Cawn to the Naib of Patna, directing 


- him to lay open the trade of the country to the na- 
tives, &c. for the ſpace of two years, free of all duties 
and taxes, purpoſely done to render void and counter- 


act thoſe regulations we have been deliberating upon 
for theſe ſaſt two months, for the better eſtabliſh- 


ment of our particular privileges, and to ſet proper 
boundaries to our o] as well as the Nabob's pow- 


er. That this grant will very materially affect the 


Fonobrable Company's inveſtment in every branch, 


not only in point of price, but the amount of their 


_ order, that the former will be greatly inbanced, as 


the latter proportionably decreaſed, from the ſwarm 
of purchaſers this indulgence muſt neceſſarily pro- 


duce ; and that the Honourable Company's 2 
lar privileges and grants, derived to them from the 


+ 
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authority of the great Mogul, will be rendered in- 
valid, and of no conſequence by this ſtep. A | 
we are ſtrongly intereſted from every motive o 
good and wiſe policy, to prevent the ſame. from 
raking effect, more particularly as it's taking place 
would over-ſet our influence, and ruin that diſtin- 
ruſhing mark of favour received from the Court of 

lly, that if it be allowed a right inherent in the 
Nabob to do as he pleaſes with the revenues of his 
country, and to ſhew all manner of indulgence. to 
his ſubjects, it will as naturally follow, that it be- 
comes neceſſary in us, to prevent any innovation in 
his Government, that muſt evidentiy be attended 
with bad conſequences. to the Honourable,Compas . 
ny's affairs; he is therefore of opinion, that all poſs - 
ſible endeavours ſhould be tried to prevent this Suns . 
nud from raking effect, and that the methods. ge 
ceſſary to be applied to anſwer this purpoſe merits, 
the conſideration: of the Board. 


2 
4 


93 2 


oh . 8 1 25 1 40 £ 
Mr. Billers's Opinion. a 


Mr. Billers agrees entirely in opinion with Mr. 
Marriot. r .. wal ” 
BE ee 20047 age” 


The Nabob's giving up the duties on all trade in 
the country, is evidently deſigned to undermine and 
_ deftroy the privileges. which the Engliſh- enjoy by. 

the King's OT: and Mr. Batſon thinks that 
he has been encouraged in this and ſeveral other 
ſchemes prejudicial to the Engliſhy by a faction of: 
Armenians, and others, ſrom private and corrupt 
views z and that therefore we ſhould take the molt, 
effectual methods to prevent this ſcheme from tak- 
ing place. What has, been urged by ſome gentle- 
men, that the Nabob has a right to do what he 
N in his on country, won d bettet become his 
Vackeels than members. of this Board- 
Vor. 1 , K f Me, 
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Mr. Batſon thinks we ſhould oppoſe ta the ut- ' 


” * all his arrempts againſt the Engi intereſts. | 


Mr. Amyatt's Opinion. 


| Mr. . Amyatt coincides. in ones with Meſs | 
n and Hay. 


e Preſident? and Mr. Haſtings' s Oe 


In our letter to the Board of the 15th of Decem- 
ber from Mongheer, it is noticed, that the Nabob 
had declared his reſolution to take off all cuſtoms; 
and lay trade entirely open, in caſe the diſputes be · | 
tween us concerning the cuſtoms on the private in- 
land trade, could not be amicably ſettled, and we 
init on carrying it on, free of duties. The rea- 
fons he gave for this reſolution are theſe mentioned, 
viz. ©* That if we thought our privileges extended 
«© fo far, and would carry on our trade in all ar- 
«< ticles, free of cuſtom, of courſe the country 
« merchants could have but littk ſhare, and the 
duties proceeding therefrom would be ſo inconſi- 
« derable, that he thought it would be more for 
«the advantage of his revenues to encourage the 
* merchants in general, by an entire abolition of 

« alt cuſtoms, ' which would remove at once the 
. «principal cauſe of the diſputes between him and 

4 us“ We added in the ſame letter, that we had 
diſſuaded the Nabob from this meaſure; kf ir 
ould prejudice the Company's bufinefs, by en- 

| 3 the number of purchafers, and rendering 
the duſtucks uſeleſs; and — ou as an argu- 
ment why we ought to conſent to pay cuſtoms in 
our private inland trade, not to riſque hurting: the 
f intereſts for our own tent ad- 

ant 

1 Sofas, however, "I determined by the majo- 
| rity, of the Board, „* 


41 
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cuſtom free, as well from place to place in the coun- 
try, in commodities produced in the country, as in 
foreign imports and commodities for exportation, 
which reſolution being declared to the Nabob, he, 
on his part, had determined to take off cuſtoms i in 
general, and lay trade entirely open. 

We cannot think him to blame in this proceed- 
ing, nor do we fee how he could do otherwiſe: For 
although it may be for our intereſt to determine that 
we will have all the trade in our hands, that 

we will employ our on people to make ſalt, take 
every article of the produce of the country off the 
ground at the firſt hand, and afterwards ſend it 
where we pleaſe, free of cuſtoms 3 we ſay, though 
it may be for our intereſt to make this unlimited 

uſe of our force, yet it is not expected the Nabob 
will join with us in endeavouring to deprive every 
merchant of thę country of the means of carrying 
on their buline ld which muſt undoubtedly. ſoon be 
the caſe, if chey are obliged to pay heavy duties, 
and we trade in every article on the footing befofe 
mentioned. Neither in our opinion could the Na- 
bob in ſuch circumſtances collect enough to pay the 
expence of the chockeys, collectors, &c. ſo that 
trade would be liable to clogs and - interruptions 
without any benefit to the Goverament. 


As to the Nabob's right to lay trade open, it 5 


our opinion that the Nazim of every province has 
-a right to do any thing for the relief of the me- 
chants trading under his protection, withour walt- 
ing any order from the Court. Beſides, there is at 
this time no Court, nor King, nor has been for 
ſome years, and therefore the Nazims mult of ne- 
*ceſity manage their ſeveral Governments as AT 
mall judge beſt for the general good. 

Andi it either the Nabob, Serajah Dowie af. 
fer Aly Cawn, or Coffm Aly Cawn, have a 


2 to eu vp to os thoſe duties which their 
5 ö pre · 
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predeceſſors received, or permit us to trade in ar- 
ticles we were before excluded from, of courſe they - 
have a right alſo to make enen in favour of 
trade in general. 

We therefore think that all we have to doc on this | 
occaſion ie, to fake ſuch precautions as. may pre- 
vent this order from prejudicing the Company's in- 
veſtments, by ſeeing that the weavers employed in 
that ſervice are not engaged or taken away by other 
merchants, which is a right we have always txerciſ- 
ed, and this being done, we hope the preſent regu- 
lation, inſtead of being a prejudice to the Compa- 
ny's buſineſs, may be an advantage to it, as well as 
to the country in general, by rendering the neceſ- 
ſaries of life cheaper, and particularly thoſe of the 
5 wha ſort, as rice, ſalt, beetle nut, eee Ar. 


Opininis of the Mojority. 


It being the opinion of the Board, That the re- 
voking of the above mentioned Sunnuds be a Point 
inſiſted upon from the Nabob. 


| Reſolution i in EPR "Is 


ers. That an additional paragraph be added 
accordingly to the monary ene . Re 
and A | 
Q4 Extras of — of the 2 8th wy M arh 
| eee, ger, ho een 
"Me hs Johnſtone and Hay's Min le. N 


Mleſſrs. Johnſtone and Hay propoſe, That it 
ſhould * be made an article in the inſtructions to 
Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay, to enquire of the Nabob 
- what his meaning. is, when he ſays that Mr. Van- 
ſictart s own. ** Gomaſtah ſhall be excuſed 
be 
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the duty laid on the trade of the Company from one 
part of the country to the other, in caſe they pro- 
duce Mr. Vanſittart's public or private duſtuck ; 
for as this affair now ſtands repreſeated, it will ap- 
pear, that a private agreement has been entered in- 
to between Mr. Vanſittart and the Nabob, to put 
all that trade into Mr. Vanſittart's hands, which the 
reſt of the Engliſh were deprived of by the treaty 
laid before the! Board, and as the order of the Na- 
bob to Mahomed Aly appeared before the Board's 
diſapprobation was known to the Nabob, conſe- 
quently the Company will expect to have it enquir- 


ed Into. bs ” 
Qua. a — The Preſs dent's Ae, 


© The Preſident deſires it may be minuted, That 
he is the firſt to deſire ſuch an enquiry may be 
made, and in the mean time, that he can refer to 
the papers he delivered into Council the 1ſt of Fe- 
bruary laſt, to prove that he was the firſt to give 
orders to his Agents to pay the duties agreed on, 
and to that very letter of the Nabob's to Mahomed 
Aly, read in canſultation the 2d of March, (from 


which- thoſe gentlemen have taken their obſerva- 2 


tion) to prove : that his buſineſs was ſtopped as ſoon 
as others, after the regulations, not only in his pri- 
vate inland trade, on' which he agreed to pay nine 
r cent. duties, bur alſo in the cloth trade, provid- 
ed for him by a duſtuck, and it is in direct refe- 
rence to this laſt circumſtance, that the Nabob 
ſays, If the ſaid Gomaſtah has the Company's 
* or the Governor's own duſtuck, you are not to 
& impede him,” As a further proof that the Pre- 
ſident never deſired any ſuch order from the Nabob, 
he lays before the Board the following extract of a 
letter, which he wrote to the Nabob on the ſubject 
the 6th of March, 
* F * Your 
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tions, and likewiſe that notwi 
paper of regulations, there is no mention of 
Public and 5 yet becauſe I am your truſ- 


„ty friend, 


Four Excelſency's Perwina, which" was ſent” 


. 


to Mahomed Aly Beg, 1 received a copy of, be- 
ing delivered to me by the Chief of Dacca. In 


it there ate many. ipjunctions for his inſiſting. 
* upon duties agreeable to the paper of regula- 


ſtanding in the 


e is not to interrupt the Goma - 


dds of my private trade, who may haye either 


a 


my own, or the Company's duſtuck wong 
with them. My name is not once mentioned 
in the written ſecurity or in the paper of regu- 
lations ; that is to ſay, the letter which I ad- 
dreſſed ro you in anſwer to your Excellency's 


Perm ans, in order to put an end to the di- 
ſurbances between your Officers and the Eng- 


ich Gomaltahs. Since by the villany of Mz- 
homed Aly Beg, Syed Jelaul Bocary, and other 
Officers of your Government, greater diſturb- 
ances than the former have come to paſs, the 
regulations I addreſſed you can never be al- 


1 


lowed to take place, and this 1 repreſented to 


you in a former addreſs. 


&' You are plead to giye an order pot to inter. 


rupt my private trade, which may have either 


Neun of the Company's duſtuck along with 
it. All the validity that my duſtucks have is 


op. account of the Company, and they have 


been current as well for the bulineſs of the war 


gentlemen as for my own, from time out 


6 


wind. Ny addreſs to you was to this pur- 


pole, that you would by no means impede the 
trade of the Sg he bot for my own pri- 
vate trace, fince that my own traffick and the 


other gentlemens, is upon the {ame footing. By 


. p@ycularizing me uch ſuch favours in you 


* 1.7. 
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# letter, you give people an opportunity of hurt- 
ing my reputation.“ 

That as this is not the firſt inſtance of Meſſts. John- 
ſtone and Hay's endeavouring to ſcandalize his 
character, there is no room for his "—_ wands 
* e 


RA. —0n the goth of March, the Preſident te- 
ceived two letters from the Nabob, complaining 
of the injuries done bim by the Board, and the in- 
ſults to which he was daily expoſed, in very warm 
and expreflive terms; and the next day a letter 
arrived from the gentlemen at Patna, giving an 
account of a ſkirmiſh between fifty of our Seapoys 
and ſome of the Nabob's p near . a 
1 were as follows. 10 l 


er, f a — - from the Nabob fo the Go- 
: vernor. 


Dated 5 of March 1763. 


: 7 OUR agreeable letter in anſwer to whar-1 
1 ' wrote you is arrived, and I-underſtand the 
contents, viz. Tou laid my two letters before 
the reſt of the Council, from peruſal of which 
it appeared to you and the ks Board. that 
155-notwithſtanding all the injury Mahomed Aly 
„Beg and others had been the cauſe of, yet I am 
+ unwilling to examine into ĩt, and concern myſelf 
2 in the clearing it up: wherefore you write me the 
E particulars of your reſolves, as follows. 
Lou carefully peruſed the Royal Firmaund, 
EX. from which you underſtand that the Eng- 
* liſn are to trade — duſtuck, 
duty free, every where in ports, and alſo in in- 
land places, by land, and by water, 2 
46 9 ny of _ Bahar, and ur ; 
* K 4 . 


» 


* 1 
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tho approved and ſteady reſolution of the whole 
% Board, upon which it is to act, oe: to the 
. Firmaundſ of your Sunnuds. 
But in examining this matter you ob- | 
* ſerved, that upon ſome certain articles it was 
* cultomary in ſome certain places to give a cer- 
* tain conſideration ; upon tobacco in two places, 
% namely, Dacca, and Luckypoor; neither you 
nor the reſt of. the Council are deſirous of an- 
„ nulling an eſtabliſhed rule; and pon ſalt you 
will let me have 2+ per cent; © 
Should my Officers © injure the Engliſh 
“ Gomaſtahs, the Engliſh Gomaſtahs are to 
*< repreſent | their grievances to the Chief of a 
„ factory; which he is to e without fa- 
F vour or affection. 24 
All loſſes that have 280 to the Gentlemen, 
through the oppreflions of my Officers, upon 
* proof you lay me under the neceſſity of making 
good to you. But until my Officers receive or- 
gers that the agreement between you and me is 
not to take effect, they will not refrain from in- 
[<< Juſtice; I moſt therefore return you the letter 
of agreement betwixt you and me, and write to 
all my Officers that I have returned it.“ 
Before this, I ſent for Mahomed Aly Beg, in 
MW 5 to enquire” into particulars. All whatever 
vou may have paid him by way of cuſtom, either 
"in money or merchandize, and can fend me his 
con ſealed receipts for, I will make him repay in 
7. 4 to che Wy and will: ſeverely -punifh 
_ * TVOy 25 71! W 
Tou and wht reſt of os Board, In'confortaity to 
: -ahs Firmaund, idfbolrookmband Sunnuds, are 
* to giue me ſomet hing upon tobacco in to 
laces,. namely Dacca, and Luckypoor, and let me 
ve 24 per cent. upon ſalt. Why ſhould you · take 
| poo ref fre ä As I never got 
| any 
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any thing by collecting duties, and they are a cauſe 
of endleſs diſputes between us, I have 3 put 
a ſtop to collecting cuſtoms. 
I am not ignorant of the nature of your Fir- 
maunds and Huſbulhookums, I have been twenty 
or thirty years in Bengal, and am perfectly ac- 
quainted with every article in them. 

But not to go ſo far back. In the time of the 
Nabob Jaffier Cawn, when notwithſtanding I ſtood 
your friend, it was a difficulty to get ten or twenty 
timbers from Chittagong for building your houſes, 
then what was become of your Firmaunds and 

 Hulbulhookums ? And ar this preſent, that I am 

Nabob where are they come from ? | | 
I Yow'are reſolved, that the determination of all 

diſputes with my Officers ſhall reſt in the power of 
the Chiefs of your factories, | The juſtice of the 
Chiefs of your factories, is this; they abuſe; and 
ben my Officers, and carry them away bound. 
With reſpect to your writing me, to make wood 
in money the loſſes the Gentlemen have ſuſtained: 
In the provinces of my Government, half is land- 
rents, and half is in cuſtoms. Lou have taken 
half the country, and by your favour, I have not 
-reaped ſo much as a ſingle farthing on account of 
the cuſtoms, and the half of the land- rents which 
remains, goes to the payment of my Seapoys. 
Any other perſon, therefore, that you can pitch 
N vu will . with oor: n — good 
loss. 4-291. 03-63% 
You demanded ene to all my Officers. 
"A copy both of a Perwana, and a Sunnud for ex- 
_ _ermption of duties, which I wrote to every one of 
my Officers, is ſent incloſed to you. If any of my 
Officers ſnall act contrary to Fu d rd 8 
nified, he ſhall be puniſned. 
Lou write me to ſend you ack, os agreement 
7 "= between us. The only * made 


ener EEE 
: 


no uſe to me, and: I have not paſſed a ſing] 


$4. fri 
I muſt write to all my Officers, and Fougedars, 
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with me, is a letter you wrote to me, which Lſend | 


back, agreeable to your directions. 


If the former treaty on which I . is of 
e mo- 


ment free from trouble and diſpute, will a freſh 
treaty be of uſe to me? If you write to me for the 


fortner —_— it. ſhall alſo a on to 2 
W 775 Latte fron the Nabob to 
Ras {pats 7 bus 15 March . 


VOUR 8 dated 580 * Seba is ar- 
1 rived, and I am happy with the news of 
your welfare. The copy of Rajah Nobit Roy's 
letter which was incloſed, I have alſo received and 
read. Tou write me chat, It is plain from 


* Rajah Nobit Roy's letter, that I demand duties 


upon opium; that 8 to trade in this, 
is founded upon the royal Firmaund, Huſbul- 


„ hockums, and former Sunnuds, which with all 


other rights and privileges, the Engliſh are re- 
4 ſolved ſtedfaſtly to maintain, nor ſuffer any in- 
t ; that you will ſend me copies of the 


„% Firmaund and Sunnuds, by Mr. Amyatt. That 


s that trade may be carried on as uſual ; alſo in 
«© caſe of my delaying to do ſo, a n b 


happen between me and the Engliſh.” 
The affair of duties is as follows: on account 


"of the oppreſſion of the Engliſh Gomaſtahs, there 


has not as much as a ſingle farthing been collected 
way of duties. Nay; fo: far from it, you have 


142 with ſome of my people, and taken pe- 


nalties from others. And many merchante, who 
om” to pay cuitoms have carried - their - Grp 1 
: uty» 
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duty-free through your protection. Upon this 
account I have entirely iven up the collection of 
N duties, and removed all chockeys . 
to be rep roach 57 8 55 cauſe, on account 

duties ? Tf any one of my people mall infiſt upon 
duties, I will ſeverely puniſh him. 

As to what you write of your grounding your 
rights upon the Firmaund and former Sunnyds: 
I have been twenty or thirty years in this Country, 
and am perfectly well acquainted with the nature 
thereof. But you ought to remember that your 
Gomaſtahs, until the time of Meer Mahomed 
ig Cawn, traded only in ſome certain articles. 

ay, althoug h 1 ſtood your friend, you were un- 

able to provide ten or twenty timbers from Chit- 
1260" or 1 but now in my 1 


enumerate perm Jude e e 0 theſe cir- 
cumſtances, 
oppreſſed. - 
Lou write, thi 10 me" of my WL NP to "Goa 
orders to my Officers, © a rupture muſt happen be- 
tween us, It was needleſs for you to write this 
18 fince before your letter, Mr, Ellis neyer . 
ip any 0 Fa of bringing about a ruptu 
and 11 % his 1 10 to 1 broug ir che the 
h 


8 „ „ 


affairs tot leng oth. Nor has he ever Ai! any 
occaſion of perp Heringe affairs, and diſgraci 
my Officers. Why 6 heed Fx! continue to fepedt chele 


thing! $ to vou? 


tis Ra caſte of” Europeans to chang 
Faden Chief eyery three years. As 5 years 7 


| Nazim are almoſt expired, and von 
1 ie er bed 156 A on 7 of my 
ect a 


8 


theſe diſputes and alterations, and have written te 
your Gomaſtahs to commit diſturbances and ra- 
vages in my Country, and have ſent troops to beat, 
bind, and confine, and carry off my Officers, 
expecting that I would accordingly make ſome ſtir, 


and you might be furniſhed with a pretence againſt 


Council at Patna to the Board, © 
T4} $733 © %%% If 4 Þ & a, * F n 


: 4 4 S&< » 

: Sn 90005707 een re 1763. 
1 / 49 14 F — 114 1 474 E611 
ere, vie. a1 ome) yo: 
E have now to acquaint you with an affair, 


* Which will further explain the intentions 
of the Nabob, and ſhew that they are not merely 
confined to the collection of duties on our trade. 

A Subadar, about the beginning of this month, 
had permiſſion to go and worſhip at Gyah, and 
as furniſhed with a duſtuck from the Chief, ano- 
ther from Nobit Roy, and a letter from the 
Jatter to the Fougedar of that place, to prevent his 
meeting with any juſults; but notwithſtanding 
_ thele precautions, he was made a priſoner. The 
_ Chief, upon being informed of it, ſent fifty Sea- 


*poys to releaſe him, and ſcize the offender, which 
they effected, but were the next day ſurrounded in 
a houſe by about 4, ooo of the Nabab's troops 
from Tekarry. The Subadar aſked their intentions, 
and told them he had no orders to moleſt any 
perſon. The commander replied, it was the Na- 

b's orders to cut every Engliſh Seapoy to pieces, 
. wherever they were found; the Subadar told him, 
he would not ſubmit ſo tamely. After much al- 
tercation, the Nabob's officers. agreed to jet them 
£9. away, provided they would deliver up their 
arms and cloaths; but they being ablol . 


5 
* 5 14 
4 1 of au 


# 
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fuſed by the Subadar, the Nabob's people began 
to fire on them, and throw còmbuſtibles into the 
houſe, by which a Havildar was killed, and a 
ſew Seapoys wounded. Our people then, and not 
before, returned their fire and defended themſelves 
till evening, when they marched out of the houſe, 
bringing their wounded with them, and arrived 
here this morning, without any further loſs. 

The people who were the original inſtruments 
of this miſchief, by ſeizing the Subadar, eſcaped 
during the fray, and in the preſent ſituation of 
affairs, we cannot ſpare a force ſufficient to chaſtize 
their inſolence; but we doubt not you will reſent 
it in ſuch a manner as ſhall deter the Nabob and 
his officers from acting ſo in future. 

The city is ſtill in the ſame uproar and :cogſus 
ſion, and all buſineſs, but that of n at a rigs | 


T4——Exiro# of Confultat n 15 the 1 of 


. 1763. 


1 


TY Watts's Opinion. 


The N abob's letters appear to me to contain 
Iutle: elſe than evaſions and inſolences. His con- 
duct for many months paſt, has been ſuch, that 
there is little room left to doubt his intentions, 
which are to diſtreſs the Engliſh, and to depreciate 
their character, power, and intereſt in theſe Pro- 
vinces, and I am ſorry to ſay, he has almoſt ac- 
compliſnhed them. It is natural to conclude, that 


a man raiſed to the Subaſhip, and ſupported Dy... ----- 


them to the utmoſt, contrary. to the inclinations of 
the King, and great men of the Country, would 
have ſome regard for their intereſt, if not ſome 
triendſhip for the Engliſh ; but his conduct proves 
this witch and the ſtep he has purſued in —_ 
K O 


Mz ORIGINAL PAPERS : 


off all duties, is, and will be the greateſt det: 
ment to che Company, and the Eogliſh. His re- 
ſuſing to ſee Mr. Amyatt, I deem an inſult. His 
letter | bids us defiance; the preparation he is 
making evefy where, and the readineſs he ſhews to 
quarrel --wifh us, have produced an entire ſtoppage 
Mr. Watts is therefore of opinion; that à letter 
be wrote to the Nabob, infifting on his recalling 
the orders for not levying the duties, and that the 
trade of the Country be carried on as formerly 
that if he will comply with this, Mefirs. Amyatt and 
Fay ſhould proceed to him to ſettle any other points 

put if on the contrary, That we do ourſelves: juſ- 
tice, and take that ſatisfaction by force, for the 
many inſults he has put upon us, which he refuſed 
to give, and that orders be given to the army to 


hold in readineſs to march. 
I. Marriott Opinim. © 


Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that the Nabob's 
letters are wrote in a very improper and indecent 
ſtile, and that he ſhews throughout great diſtruſt 
and diffidence in us; that notwithſtanding he thinks, 
from the Nabob's actions, and letters, particularly 
theſe laſt; we ſhould be fully juſtified in coming 
to an oper war with him, yet à revolution is of 
ſuch a nature, and muſt be attended with ſuch bad 
cotiſequences to our character and reputation, if 
not to our intereſt, that it is the laſt thing to be 
wiſhed for ; he therefore thinks 2 letter ſhould be 
wrote to the Nabob, informing him that there are 
= number of articles to be communicated to him 
by Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay, beſides that of duties, 
for the welfare and intefeſt of the Company and 
his on Government. That if he has the thoughts 
of either at heart, he ſhould affent to Meſſrs. 
| - ä 


& ; 36 
_ . 
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Amyatt and Hay's coming upon this occaſion. 
That our troops have never acted but when his 
Officers had directly ſtopped our buſineſs. That 
we once more aſſure him of our willingneſs to pro- 
tect him on all occaſions in his juſt rights, and that 
we never had an intention of ſetting up a competitor. 
againſt him, that without he will allow us to re- 
move his ſuſpicions and jealouſies, by an inter- 
view of two members of the Board, it will be im- 
poſſible for us to act otherwiſe, than againſt a de- 
clared enemy, which we ſhall then unwillingly be 
obliged to, for the preſervation of our rights and 
JX... yd OE 
That in the meantime Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay 
might be requeſted to proceed up as far as Coſſim- 
buzar, and there wait till we received the Nabob's 
anſwer ; if that anſwer ſhould not defire an im- 
mediate interview with Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay, 
or be the leaſt evaſive, that the army ſhould maren 
up and att againſt him as an enemy. 3 


. Hay's Opinion. „„ 
The Nabob's conduct for near a twelve month 
paſt, and particularly the method of redreſſing our 
grievances when applied to for that purpoſe; and 
his letters throughout, which point out the ſituas 
tion in which he thinks we oughr to be kept, and 
his notions of the privileges which we enjoy by 
grant and treaty, fully declare his reſolution” to 
give us no ſatisfaction for the loſſes we have ſuf- 
tained by the unjuſt conduct of his Officers, or t 
treat with us about theſe affairs, or receive the de- 
putation propoſed by us, to be ſent him for the 
adjuſtment of them. Theſe together convince me, 
was the conſequence of a rupture with the Nabob 
ever” ſo doubtful, that it would be our intereſt; 
and the beſt meaſure that could be purſued, ims 
N e mediately 


mediately to march againſt him, before he could 
do the Country much harm, or be prepared to 
perpetrate our ruin, which, no doubt, he would, 
were it in his power, and [ imagine by his late 
conduct, he thinks it is. By comparing the con- 
dition of his army and ours, I think it can hardly 
be doubted but a war between us muſt end in his 
immediate tuin; although he ſhould employ his 
whole art for ſome months to ſtrengthen himſelf. 
It is reaſonable to think, that any other perſon. 
in the Nabob's ſituation would be jealous of us, 
as we continue to hold the poſſeſſions we have in 
the Country, and that nothing bur out having a 
ſufficient force or reputation in the Country can 
eep them to us. Theſe have, in my opinion, 
both been greatly leſſened by à very bad policy in 
making the Nabob too great, for. as his power in- 
creaſes, ſo in compariſon . ours does diminiſh. 
But, our reputation has ſuffered much more than 
our power by the means; for, by giving up to 
the Nabob thoſe that we had promiſed to protect, 
and ſeeing him, without ever making a remon- 
ſtrance, ruining almoſt every perſon in the Country 
that had ever any connection with the Engliſh, 
and making them promiſe never to have any, 
under ſevere penalties ; we have entirely loſt that 
reputation which we had, of being perſons of ho- 
nour, whoſe: words and promiſes might, in all 
caſes, be. depended, on, and which received ſuch 
| and irreparable hurt by the laſt revolution. 
This kiod of reputation, which we have ſo much 
ſuffered in, is not only very deſirable, but highly 
uſeful ; but that kind of reputation which we had 
of being maſters of the Country when we pleaſed, 
would be equally, if not more uſeful to us, in 
keeping us in poſſeſſion of our lands and rights, 
and preventing us from numberleſs broils, which 
a contrary opinion will bring on us, and this has 


/ 
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equally been hurt by our policy; for the people 
in the Country can never think that our conduct 
proceeded from any other cauſe, than an inability 
to help ourſelves, or act otherwiſe; ,  _ 5 
HFlaving conſidered this, and that it may be of 
ſervice to our reputation, and in ſome meaſure 
recover us from the imputation of being unfaithful 
to our engagements, to endeavour all in our power 
(even by delay, which might be of the moſt fatal 
conſequence, was it not for the ſuperiority that we 
have at preſent) to bring about an adjuſtment 
of affairs with the Nabob, on ſuch terms as Have 
been propoſed before, which I hope will ſufficiently 
prevent it's being thought in the country that we 
are altogether dependent on the Nabob. I there- 
fore agree with Mr. Marriot in what he propoſes 
to effect it. | 5 220 £3, 3261/8 203 2.7 1 42 
f | 1 


3 „ 1w4kh £8 _— * 5 3 e . 3 * 8 | 
| GO pie R : ” « ſt . C) | * 4 
Mr. Johnſtone's Opinion. 
; : ; 5 5 6 4 ad 8 


_ There is ſcarce a man in the province that ævet᷑ 
had any attachment to the Engliſh, or any con- 
nection or dependence on them, but has been 
marked out on that account, and ſacrificed by the 

Nabob, through his jealouſy and hatred to us, in 
ſo much, that it cannot be ſaid we have now left 
one friend in the country, nor any to give us the 
leaſt intelligence of what paſſes, relative to us, in 
theſe times of trouble; all we learn is through our 
Chief and Council at Patna. „ pe pin nh, 
The proceedings of the Nabob in turning off 
our troops, the ſtoppage and impediments thrown 
in the way of our trade ſince July laſt, without the 
removal or puniſhment of any of the authors of , 
theſe loſſes and diſturbances; the inſolent orders 
he every where iſſued, to turn every Engliſhman 
out of the country that refuſed obedience to the 
late regulations; the violences and oppreſſions to 


— 
» 
* * 
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which his Officers proceeded in conſequence, in 
which he both Juldgtes and ſupports them by Gee 
of arms; the order he has iſſued for collecting 
9 per cent. duty on opium, and on goods pur- 
chaſed, that are produced in the country, without 
7 5 70 diſtinction, whether for exports or inland 
z the contemptible light in which he conſiders 
pr ary s rights in virtue of their royal 
grants, and the late treaties; and the intentions he 
has ſhewn of reducing and confining our trade to 
2s narrow limits, and under as great difficulties, 
as thoſe we laboured under before the revolution; 
and the open attempt he has now made to injure 
| the Company's trade, by undermining their privi- 
leges, and rendering them of no effect, in pre- 
Fr of his unwarranted authority, to take 
off all duties; the attack he ordered to be made 
on our factory and Seapoys near Taagepoor, and 
his juſtifying the ſame, and declaring his reſolution 
of oppoſing force by force on the like occaſions ; 
-and the public threats he has made uſe of before 
the Gomaſtah, of extirpating the Engliſh, if ever 
they preſumed to act againſt his Aumils in future, 
though he had been previouſly informed from the 
Board, that our Chiefs would act by their au- 
- "thority, in f:ecing our trade where ſtopped, or in 
repelling any inſults or abuſes of his Officers; the 
ſtopping and impriſoning our Subadar, though 
. Furniſhed with the Company's duſtuck, and at- 
tacking and killing our people ſent to relieve him, 
| which agrees perfectly with his own declaration in 
his letter, that he confiders things already brought 
| to a rupture; the Nabob's diRodlination of en- 
Z tering into any new treaty, to adjuſt theſe diſputes ; 
i: the flight and diſdain he ſhows for that treaty, by 
| "which he holds his Subahſhip ; his expreſs decla- 
ration to Mr. Amyatt, that he had better keep 


1 than come to 1 upon bulineſs ; the pre- 
i parations 
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rations that we are informed from Patna, Moor- 
dabad, and Dacca, he is every where making 
for war, without having given us ſatisfaction, or 


any reaſons to hope that he will give us ſatisfac- 
tion, on any of the points we have laid down and 
inſiſted on: All theſe circumſtances, with the ſtile 


and pur port of his fix laſt letters, which bid us de- 
fiance in the moſt inſolent and ungrateful manner, 
make me entirely of opinion, that the Nabob 


looks upon us as his enemies, and waits his oppor- 


tunity of ruining us, that from his averſion to any 


advances to ſettle theſe quarrels, or credit any 
aſſurances we have given him of our peaceabſe in- 


tentions, the mutual confidence that ought to 
ſubſiſt between us (and without which we mu 
ever be in a ſtate of war, though it be not publicly 


declared) is now loſt, without any well- grounded 


hope of its being reſtored, which does, and muſt 
tend to the ruin of all commerce; and therefore I 
can neither rhink it ſafe nor honourable, or that, 
in the Nabob's preſent diſpoſition towards us, it 
can produce any good effect, that Meſſrs. Amyatt 
and Hay fhould proceed on the deputation, and 
till the Nabob by his behaviour ſhews as great 


deſire and willingneſs to prevent things coming to 
extremes, by condeſcenſions very different from 


any he has made, our own honour, and the intereſt 
and ſecurity of our Honourable mafters affairs, 
would diftate to us to adopt and purſue more vi- 
gorous meaſures, and order the _ to be held 


in readineſs to march. 


5 | Mr. Haſtings's Opinion. 


Though J do not approve of the e 
which have been reſolved upon by the majority of 
the Board, yet fince they are to rake place, and 
an Ciſputes with the Nabob upon the ſubjects which 

L 24 gave 
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gave occaſion to them, have been carried on to 
5 great a height, I think it neceſſary that they 
ſhould be delivered and explained to him by a 
deputation from the Board, and that Meſſrs. Amy- 
att and Hay ſhould therefore proceed as. before dir 
rected on that commiſſion. 
The Nabob has expreſſed a defire to "4 Mr. 
Amyatt, and makes no other objection to a confe- 
rence with him on the affairs which have been late- 
ly debated at the Board, than his deſire to avoid 
ey ſubje& of contention, having with that in- 
tent conſented to ſuch of the articles as he has been 
made acquainted with. But if he has exceeded the 
intention of the Board, or not ſufficiently anſwered 
their expectations, it is the more neceſſary that ſome 
gentlemen be deputed to confer with him in per- 
fon upon them; it being a known truth, that more 
may be effected by a perſonal negotiation in one 
day, than in a month by letters. 

As to the other part of the queſtion, which I 
ſhall take the liberty to underſtand in the terms in 
which it was firſt propoſed, viz. ** Whether the 
<* army ſhould march againſt the Nabob: I de- 
clare my entire diſſent to ſo violent a meaſure, 
which no pretence of neceſũty cn can ani, nor Ju 
tice allow of. 

It is unneceſſary. becauſe it ĩs not in the Nabob's 
power to oppoſe any laws which we may preſent 
to him, and the orders lately ſent to the ſubordi- 
pate factories are ſufficient to e them in full 
any 

The ſame reaſons might be urged i in proof of its 

injuſtice, were there no other againſt it; but when 
the Nabob has declared his ſubmiſſion to every term 

v hich you have impoſed upon him, and expoſtu- 
py [ates only for his life, whatever his mctive be, whe- 
ther cf choice or neceſſity, ſurely we may reſt ſatiſ- 
fied with och a condeſcenſion, nor attempt to reduce 
| | him 
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him to a lower ſtate of humiliation. I ſhall not (I 
hope I need not) remind you, gentlemen, of the 
earneſt injunctions of the Company, to abide by our 
engagements with the Nabob, and to avoid, to the 
laff extremity, every occaſion "that may cent to an- 
other change in the Government. But ſhould it be 
reſolved to break with the Nabob, I hope ſuch 
gentlemen as are of that ſentiment will declare it be- 
ore the laſt diſpatches are made to Europe, that our 
ref Maſters may have as early notice of it 
oſſible, and take the ſpeedieſt meaſures to re- 
99855 (if E the diſorders which may follow 
12 775 it. . p 


Mii Caniers. Opinion.” 


Mr. Cartier eſteems the Nabob's' letters as in- 
ſolent and equi vocating, and far from giving us that 
ſatisfaction which we have reaſon to expect from 
him. That they require clearneſs, and leave doubt- 
ful as to his feal intention towards us; that his 
compliance with our demands in thoſe points we 
have inſiſted upon him, of which he makes à mat - 
ter of much merit, is a contemptuous manner of 
proceeding, having effectually undone to us the 
advantages of this very compliance, and render - 
ed our valuable privileges void, by a general in- 
dulgence granted to his ſuhjects and others; of a free 
trade; that his letter to Mr. Amyatt nei her con- 
ſents to, nor abſolutely refuſes the viſit the Board 
have thought proper ſhould be made him; that it is 
neceſſary he be made fully acquainted with the pur- 
port of this viſit, * Thar the ſuſpicions harboured 
jn his mind may be baniſhed, and give place to 
* that hope and confidence he ought to hold of 
our particular attachment to him; to make him 
ſenſible the good of his country, and his own 
Fe 1 is in every reſpect intended by it; 

chat our intentions extend no further but to the 


L 1 <* ſupport 
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< ſupport of our rights and privileges, in which it 
oh weld be more dee ee join with us 
<* than to be offended at, and oppoſe thoſe ſte 
«which we are neceſſarily led to take to puni 
<*« thoſe that invade them; that Mr. Amyatt, for 
« all thoſe deſirable ends, intends to ſet out, and 
« will wait the reſult of theſe repreſentations at 
«« Coflimbuzar, and be governed by his anſwer :" 
That in caſe of meeting a. refuſal to this viſit, we 
ſhall be juſtified in the opinion of the world, if wa 
conſider him the declared enemy of our nation, and 
proceed immediately againſt him. | 

It is certainly becoming in the members of this 
Board to purſue every honourable method that may 
tend to effect a perfect reconciliation” with the Na- 
bob, and every one that would conduce to that end 
Qught not to be neglected or left untried. Our late 
revolution has done us, he believes, not much ho- 
nour in the eyes of the world; and another ſo quick- 
ly ſucceeding, would prove in ſame meaſure the in- 
conſtant wavering ſtate of our Councils, and mo- 
tives of action de imputed to the members of 
this Board, unbecoming gentlemen and honeſt men 
to be influenced by. He cherefore thinks it neceſ- 
ſary to acquaint the Nabob of our having force ſuf- 
ficient to take every ſatisfaction required, but with 
no delign to uſe it againſt his Government, till his 
e behaviour abſolutely. com * 5 


Kh 1 Mr. Billers's s Opinion... 
Having carefully examined the Nabob's letter, as. 
well as that to Mr. Amyatt, I think there are ma- 
ny expreſſions in the former injurious and impro- 
r, but they ſeem to be mentioned rather through 
t and paſſion than any intention of quarrelling 


with us. I therefore give it as my opinion, that 


bs h there is of Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay's 
= R 
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going to negotiate ought to be again repreſented to 
him. That at preſent his affairs ſuffer more than 


our's;, and that it is abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould. 
come to ſome determination; but ſhould he refuſe 
to treat with us; or hear any thing relative to buſi- 
neſs, then it may be deemed an open declaration of 
war. But without further cauſe, than we. have. at 
preſent, L ſee no need. of breaking with him; and 
as the Company have thought proper to confirm, 
him, we ought to be very cautious how we take 
ſuch a ſtep, and bring about another revolution, ; 

for we ſeem at preſent ſore what obnoxious in the 
eyes of the country people on having concluded 
the laſt. However, our rights and privileges have 
been lately ſo infringed, and things ſo circumſtan- 
ced, that it is highly, neceſſary ſome ſpeedy: remedy 
ſhould take place. I therefore think Meſſrs. Amy- 
att and Hay might proceed to. Coſſimbouzar, and 
there wait the Nabob's final reſolves; and in caſe 
he ſtill perſiſts. in refuling to ſee thoſe gentlemen, 
the army ſhould march; but all methods ought 
to be tried to bring affairs to an ee ue 25 
the reaſons before mentioned 4 brings vn 
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Phe Nabob . Hh * * 2 3 th 
againſt us, have long been manifeſt to the whole 
chuntry, but of late they have appeared more glar- 
ingly, both from his actions, and from his letters, 
which are filled with ſcorn and defiance. Not to: 
mention a multitude of inſtances which may be pro- 
duced, I ſhall only take notice of his endeavours 
to undermine, and utte ly deſtroy the privileges 
granted us by the King's Firmaund, by exempt- 
ing all other merchants of whatever nation from 
paying duties, in order to put them on a level with 


, His deſigns indeed are ſo evident, that the: 
es L 4 conſtant 
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conſtant artifice uſed by the Preſident and Mr. 
Haſtings to diſguiſe the truth, and miſrepreſent 
matters ; of fact, cannot conceal then.” The caſe at 

reſent ſeems to be this; either we-muſt ſubmit to 
e reduced to the ficaarion in which we were dur-' 
ing the time of Mohabut Jung and Serajah Dowla, 


or elſe we muſt oblige the Nabob to ſubmit to us. 


The latter, 1 apprehend, from his late behaviour, 
we ſhall not be able to effect, unleſs we can make 
him feel our power; and I will never be acceſſary or 


conſenting to any thing that may expoſe us to the 


danger of the former. It is my opinion therefore, 
that we ſhould neglect no means of putting our- 
ſelves in the beſt poſture of defence, that we may 
be ready to act in the moſt effectual manner; and 


that Major Adams be accordingly deſired to hold 


Himſelf in readineſs to march whenever it be neceſ- 
fary. I think alſo that Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay 
ſmould not proceed on their deputation, as the Nabob 
has abſolutely refuſed to treat with them, and there- 


fole their going will only expoſe us to further con- 


tempt and deriſion; a large ſhare of which we have 


already incurred. However, that the Nabob may 


ſtill have an opportunity given him of remaining on 
amicable terms with us, I propoſe that our de- 
mands be once more fully ſtated ro him by a let- 


ter, and that we inſiſt on a direct eee, there- 
with, without evaſion or ſubrerfuge:”- : 


If he ſtil] refuſes to comply, I thinle we ſhould 
take our meaſures for cruſhing him; for as it 
is known, that he is raifing troops, and —_ 
warlike preparations in all parts of _ Fg £4.47 
fOrtheF "ny may be very dangerous. OE 

4: 01 


N. Aman 5 Opinion, | 
ih think hs Nabob's lacters thaw: "le ae ſtate To 


| ind which he always a to Expreſs, and diſ- 


cover 
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cover by his actions ever ſince he has been in the 
Government; and no further than might well be 
expected from him, from having been fo long ſuf - 
fered to follow his own will, and his whims in- 
dulged to appeaſe his jealouſies, general complaints 
admitted againſt our ſervants, when the expreſ- 
ſions which we now experience have been on his 
part, our buſineſs ſtopped, and almoſt every where 
impeded without our exerting our influence and 
power to clear it, becauſe we would not give him 
offence or make him uneaſy. To moſt of theſe 
grievances and conceſſions, myſelf, with ſeveral 
members of the Board have often objected and re- 
monſtrated, foreſeeing that in the end it muſt create 
the animoſity and ill will which now is come to 
paſs; and that we ſhould be neceſſitated by force 

to aſſert our own rights, which he had been fo long 
endeavouring to ſubvert. _ oe ee; 
I am too ſenſible that the people of the Govern- 
ment are not to be ſo far truſted as to have any 
point given up to them. A compliance in the moſt 
trivial matters gives them a privilege, they think, 
to exerciſe their authority without controul in every 
thing, though of ever ſo much conſequence and 
detriment to the condeſcending party. Such be- 
ing the prepoſſeſſions of the Nabob's mind, our 
inſiſting on a free exertion of our rights and privi- 
leges, now appears to him as an encroachment on 
his liberties, and a loſs to him in his duties, from 
+ eu true being exrchgegy = TT a 
For this way of thinking, however, he has no 
Juſtice on his ſide, for the ſame trade in its different 
branches was carried on in his predeceſſor's time, 
though not to ſo great a degree, occafioned ſolely 
by the troubles and confufion the country was eve- 
ry where involved in. That the Nabob would 
gladly make himſelf independent of us, and always 
ſhewed ſuch an inclination, endeavoured as much 
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nent; they likewiſe contain invectives and defian 
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as poſſible to throw off all connection with us, and 
attempted to deſtroy our influence with the EP 


people, is very evident. 
But vain are all theſe efforts, and to be ſul pect-. 
ed the advice of bad and evil perſons about him 


for their own advantage, as moſt certainly he muſt 


be convincd his own ſtrength. cannot defend hint 
from any attempt of a foreign power, or reduce us 
to that ſtate of dependence he probably has been 

taught to believe. 1 am apt to believe that ſenti- 
ments have alſo been inſtilled into him, that he 
might ſafely interrupt our private trade, and that 


. we durſt not offer to check him therein, whilſt the. 


Company's remained unmokeſted ; whereas 
trade * ſhould be as ſacred as the Company 8, and 
no diſtinction ever known; for that once obſtruct - 
ed, the Company's cannot long remain free, Which 
phinly appears f rom what it has ſuffered. through 
the courſe of theſe diſputes, though I * no 


ſuch loſſes were intended by the Nabob. 


The Nabob's letters are petulant and i a 


hut not of ſuch nature as if he felt his own — 
ſofficient to break with us. I therefore think he 
ought to be wrote to once more, in the terms pro- 
poſed by Mr. Marriott, to convince him of his er- 
ror, in thinking that we have views. to a change, 


and to inſiſt on his receiving a. deputation, as the 


only means left of preventing ſuch an event. If 
he refuſcs ſo reaſonable a demand, I think we may 


juſtly interpret the ill intentions to be on his ſide, 
and that we ſhall be juſtified to the world in taking 


the moſt vigorous and immediate meaſures. for ſe- 
curing the trading intereſt of our ne K. 
ployers in theſe provinces. 

As it ſeems to be the ſentiment of the materi 
of the Board, I ſhall willingly proceed the length of 


: ** ar, and wait the Nabob's anſuer. 


Mejer 
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i © Majir Adams“: 5 Opinion," 


" Major Adams is of opinion, that the Nabob, by 
his lettets to the Board, ſeems ta have. entertain- 
ed jealouſies that muſt! be very prejudicial both to 
his own and the Company's affairs, and which can - 
not be removed but by ſecing Mr. Amyatt, and 
therefore he ſhould be wrote to by the Board to re- 
concile himſelf to the interview. In the mean time, 
he thinks it neceſſary that Mr. Amyact ſhould pro- 
ceed to Coſſimbuzar, and there wait the Nabob's 
anfwer 3 and if by it he ſtil} perſiſts in his refuſal 
of ſeeing Mr. Amyatt on buſineſs,” the Major can 
think of no other method to bring him to reaſon 
than marching up the troops. Yet thinks if any 
other meaſures can be thought af to put a ſtop to 
the preſent confufion, and prevent a future ſcene ON 
enables! ia the . they ſhould be firit tried. 
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gen the Nabob's letters of the 224 of 
March do not contain a chearful and candid aſſent 
to the demands made upon him by the Board, yet 
he does not contradict nor refuſe to comply with 
them. It is not to be wondered that he complains. 
and remonſtrates, and writes with ul humour, ſince 
it is certain that the privileges which the majo- 
rity of the Board have reſolved. now to inſiſt on, 
are greater than ever were before inſiſted on, or 
than we were ever admitted to by any former Na- 
bob, even Faffier Aly Cawn, who poſitively refuſ- 
ſed to let us have a factory at Chittagong, much 
jeſs would he permit us to carry on our trade, 


Wo cuſtom free, in all parts, and in all articles. 


Suppoſing therefore that the demanded. right be 
truly and really granted, and intended us 1 the 
Firmaund, which however 1s not ny opinion, yet 

; | with 
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with reſpect to the Nabob, the inſiſting on it is an 


innovation, which he may very naturally complain 
of, as it occaſions a wag loſs in that part of the 


revenues proceeding the cuſtoms; he ſays, 
indeed, an entire os; for which renſ6a; to avoid 
further diſputes on the ſubject, he has given or- 


ders for taking off all cuſtoms in general. 


Of this order the majority of the Board com- 
ins with equal vehemence, and have reſolved to 
inſiſt on his taking cuſtoms from other merchants 


in the uſual manner, though not from us. This 


is to form part of the commiſſion to Meſſrs. 


Amyatt and Hay, as well as N the privi- 


leges'of the Firmaunc. 
The ſecond reſolution of cls Board "0 not yet 


i bers made known to the Nabob, who, conceiving 


there is nothing more to be faid about cuſtoms 
after he hasentirely aboliſhed them, and having been 


_ adviſed from the Board that Meſſrs. Amyatt and 
Hay were deputed to regulate the affair of the cuſ- 


toms, therefore he anſwers, that their coming is 
unneceflary. In every other reſpect, his letter to 


Mr. Amy att is written in a bandſome and ſuitable 
| manner. 75 


With reſpect to the preſent ſituation of affairs 


between us and the Nabob, it is this: Wherever 


che Company's buſineſs or "that of their ſeryants 


_ ſuffered any en, our forces have been em- 


ployed to remove ſuch obſtructions, and ſeize thoſe 
Officers of the Government who occaſioned them. 


Me have cleared our buſineſs, and taken our own 
ſatisfaction, and left the Nabob on the ſuffering 


fide, and a very great ſuffcrer he will i — 1 
Iy be; for it is well known that the Zemindars, Col- 
lectors, and other Officers of the Country Govern- 
ment, when they ſee a likelihood of troubles, and. 
N — power. on the decline, never fail ks 

make 
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make uſe of the opportunity of men back 
their rents. 

The Nabob's letters are thoſe of a 'deſpairing 
man, who has imagined to himſelf that the Board, 
or the majority of them, have determined at all 
events to overthrow his Government, let him do 
what he will, and ſubmit never ſo patiently to their 
reſolutions. 

Io this ſtate of his mind many of the petulant 
expreſſions, and the anxiety which appears through- 
out his letters, ſhould be attributed, and proper 
allowances made. While we are left in quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of the countries aſſigned to the Company, 
and their trading buſineſs alſo is carried on in eve- 
ry part without interruption,-it would be as im- 
politic as unjuſt to begin a war without neceſlity, 
againſt an ally whom we are bound by treaty to 
ſupport,” and of which the conſequence. would pro- 
bably be a ſcene of freſh deſtruction in the coun- 
try, a general interruption of trade, and a wanton 
effuſion of blood. mw 

That the Nabob has not the deſi on ak . 
ing with us, I think is plainly proved from his con- 
duct, as well as from the expoſtulating ſtyle of his 
letters. It is not reaſonable to take for granted eve · 
ry report made to us by an Engliſn Gomaſtah, or a 
diſcontented Officer of the Government. If he had 
a mind to break with us, he would certainly have 
attacked thoſe three companies of Seapoys, with 
Lieutenant Downie, which were detached from 
Patna, and ſeized the Nabob's Officer at Mow, 
whilſt the Nabob and his whole army was with- 
in a ſhort march of the place; and if he had ſuc- 
ceeded againſt thoſe three companies, he would then 
have attacked our troops at Patna, to have endea- 
voured to have cut off ſo conſiderable a part of our 


force ; inſtead, of which, his retiring to Mongheec 
is 
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is a proof with me that he will ſubmit to any thing 
9 than come to hoſtilities with us, and I think 
we ought equally to deſire to preſerve the peace and 
tranquillity of the country, and amicably to ac- 
commodate the points in diſpute, for which pur- 
poſe I think no method ſo proper as the deputation 

to diſcuſs thoſe Points. The Nabob's 
ſaying, that if Mr. Amyatt's buſineſs is to diſpute 
upon the articles of cuſtoms, he had better not 
- Come, as it is a point already ſettled by the abo- 
liſhing of cuſtoms in general, is not, in my opinion, 
to be regarded as a refuſal to treat with Mr. Amy- 
att, upon the matters contained in the inſtructions 


to Mr. Hay and him from the Board, and which, 


having never yet been communicated to the Na- 
bob, it conſequently cannot be ſaid that he has re- 
fuſed to diſcols them. 

1 think therefore that it would be moſt expedi- 
ent to write to the Nabob, in anſwer to his laſt let- 
ter, to this effect: © That the alarms in all parts 
* of” the country muſt be attended with a very 
<< great loſs and detriment, both to his affairs and 
the Company's; and a breach of the friendſhip 
between us infallibly enſues, if the neceſſary re- 
«« gulations for the carrying on our buſineſs, and 
« ſeitling the points in diſpute be not immediately 
concluded. That, as a proof of our deſire to 
« avoid coming to extremities, we appointed 


* Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay to confer with him, as 


i the moſt effectual method of regulating affairs 
«© with diſpatch z that he ought to regard fuch our 
c -appointment of two gentlemen of the Board, as 


the ſtrongeſt mark of our friendſhip, and a com- 


« pliment paid him; and that if he ſhould refuſe 
« to treat with them, it can be regarded in no other 
light but as a declaration of his intention to come 

_ to a rupture with us.“ 


And 


Relative to the Diſturbances in BENGAL. 159 
And I think Mr. Amyatt might himſelf write 
to the Nabob to the ſame purpoſe, and. wait his an- 
ſwer either at Calcutta or Coſſimbuzar. 

But if the Board ſhould determine that Meſſrs. 
Amyatt and Hay ſhould not proceed according to 
their appointment, then I think that a letter ſhould 
be wrote to the Nabob, upon the plan of their in- 
ſtructions, demanding every thing thereby direct- 
| ed to be demanded, and requiring a plain, explicit, 
and final anſwer upon every article. It would be 
an unprecedented thing to employ force for the ob- 
raining any point, until a friendly application has 
been made and rejected. 5 
Opinion of the Majority. a 
The majority of the Board being of opinion, 
That the Nabob ſhould be again wrote to, to in- 
ſiſt on his receiving the intended deputation for 
treating upon buſineſs, and that Mefirs. Amyatt 
and Hay ſhould proceed to and wait his anſwer at 
Coſſimbuzar. = 


Hh Reſolution in conſequence. - 


Agreed, That the Preſident do addreſs him to 
the effect expreſſed in his own and Mr. Marriott's 
minutes, and plainly acquaint him, that a refuſal 
to comply with the demand therein contained can 
be regarded in no other light than a declaration 
on his fide, of his intention to come to a rupture 
with us, Si „ 
Mieſſrs. Amyatt and Hay took their leave of the 
Board the 4th of April 1763. The following is 
a copy of the inſtructions that were given them. 


U 4. 
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U — Copy of the 127 to 22 aa . 
Joie "ans Hay. & 259719 | 


Dated 28th March 1763 


uſt. (HE ; EP of our fore on behalf of i 
8 the Company, as well as the inland trade 
carried on by the Agents and Gomaſtahs of Engliſh 

merchants, having for ſome months paſt met with 
the greateſt interruptions in all parts of the coun- 
try, from the Officers of the Nabob's Govern- 
ment, and this having further proved the ſource of 
numerous diſputes and complaints on both ſides, 
we have had under our conſideration the ſettling of 
certain rules, agreeable to our reſpective rights and 
pretenſions whereby to carry on our trade, and be the 
means of preventing ſuch diſputes from happening 
in future: In theſe points we have already come to 
ſome reſolutions, and having the greateſt reliance 
on your abilities, prudence and zeal, as well for the 
intereſt of our Honourable Maſters as for the wel- 
fare and good of the community, we have thought 
proper to depute you to —_ known to the Nabob 
thoſe reſolutions. | 
- 2dly.. In the firſt place, you muſt again acquaint 
the Nabob, that the regulations made with him by 
the Preſident being diſapproved, are of courſe be- 
come void, and you are therefore to re-demand 
the letter which contained them. Lou are alſo to 
inſiſt, in caſe he has not before iſſued ſuch orders, 
that he do revoke all the orders which he ſent to 
his Officers in conſequence: of the ſaid regulations, 
and inform them that trade is in every reſpect to 
go on in its uſual, channel, until he (the Nabob) 
— ſettled wien you the buſineſs of your deputa- 
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za, Accompanying this you will receive Engliſh 
and. Perſian copies of the Firmaund, Huſbul- 
hookums, and treaties: on which we found our 
rights to a free trade. Theſe, we have concluded 
give us an indiſputable privilege to carry on our 
trade, as well forcign as inland, throughout the 
provinces of this Subah, free of any duties to the 
Country Government. You muſt therefore care- 
fully and clearly explain to the Nabob the tenor 
and ſubſtance of all theſe grants, and the juſtice 
that it follows we have on our ſide for abiding 
: thereby. EL £1633 

4th, When you 1 fully aſſerted and cons, 
vinced the Nabob of theſe our rights, and privi- 
leges, you will make known to him the reſolution 
of. the-Council the 2d inſtant, for allowing him a 
duty on ſalt, with, our motives thereto: iſt, Be- 
cauſe from general information taken, it appears 
that this firſt article has from cuſtom always paid 
a certain, though unſettled duty. 2dly, Becauſe it 
is not our intention through a too ſcrupulous aſſer- 
tion of our rights, to detriment or dimipiſh the 
revenues of the Government, or in any reſpect 
leſſen to him the advantages reaped. at our hands 
by his predeceſſors; that allowing theſe ſentiments 
to weigh as far with us as our regard for the in- 
tereſts of our employers, and the community. and 
for the tenor of our ſaid grants will poſſibly admit, 
we have reſolved to allow him (the Nabob) a fixed 
duty on the article of ſalt, after the rate of 24 
per cent. on the Rewina price; but as we have no 
grounds for extending this conſideration further, 
we cannot admit of duties being levied on * 
aden article of trade whatever... | 
Sch, To aſcertain the payment of chis duty, 

at the ſame time maintain in its full force the au- 
thority of the Engliſh duſtuck, the article of ſalt 
ſhall be circulated equally with other N by 
94 Vor, II. M the 
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\ the means of a duſtuck, and be liable to no further 
ſcrutiny or interroption, provided the Buckſhbunder 
or Shawbunder's receipt for the aforementioned 
duty; appears property 1 and entered on * 
back thereof. 

Sth, For reguliting in future ah chadea of our 

Agents and Gomaſtahs; and the Officers and de- 
:ndents of the Nabob's Government, with re- 

to injuries committed on either fide, and diſ- 
putes which may ariſe between them; we have 
agreed on the following rules, which you muſt in- 
timate to the Nabob, and as we think they will 
every way anſwer tlie ends propoſed, you mult ac- 
quaint him that they are cherefore to be nen 
obſer ved. 

- [Here were Seed the regulations. agreed on 
in the Conſultation of the gth March.] 
Ith, The Nabob having lately affected an igno- 

| hier of the nature of this Government and the 
powers of the Council, the Preſident in his anſwer 
endeavours to fer him right on that head; but it 
will be ſtill neceſſary that you again explain this 
matter perſonally to him by commiſſion from the 
Board, that a future pretenſion of the like igno- 
rance may not be wo "ge of "onde ou 
affairs. Pin“ 
sch, There further n in the courſe of his 
correſpondence, certain expreſſions which imply a 
diffidence of the friendſhip of ſeveral members of 
the Council towards him. This ill founded ſuſ- 
picion you muſt uſe your moſt ſtrenuous endeavours 
to remove; and on the contrary to convince him, 
that wwe hal always with one voice agree in every 
reſpect to aſſiſt and ſupport him and his Govern- 
ee provided no atteinpts are made towards the 
frins ement of our rights and privileges; but that 
juſt obſervation of them, and a ſtea 
nee to the repeated orders of our Tlonouftb 
2 $4 - employers, 
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employers, we can never tamely put up with at- 
tempts that have in as maileſt degree Haha 4 
1 001 3% 
gth, With ankjed to ado 0 for ada, 
ve think it will be the moſt proper method to have 
vur rights acknowledged, and the 2 agreed 
to by ſome public writings under the Nabob's'own 
1 Frog and ſeal; taking care that there are no ex- 
preſſions inſerted in it contrary to the ſenſe we 
entertain of our rights by our former grants or 
treaties, or that may tend to invalidate them. To 
ſuch a writing you may accede, reſerving to us the 
power of finally ratifying the ſame, - 
roth; As we think it abſolutely neceſſary, bork 
for the intereſt: of our affairs, and the Nabob's, 
to have a Gentleman in the fervice Reſident. ac 
the Court; we have appointed Mr. Thomas Am- 
phlett to accompany you on this deputation, and 
afterwards: remain with the Nabob in that ca- 
= ity. You will therefore introduce him to the 
abob accordingly, and acquaint him that all 
tranſactions between him and us, are after your 
departure to be carried on by this Reſidentʒ and 
that all orders which are to be iſſued through the 
country, relative to the Engliſh, mult be fiſt in- 
timated to, and approved by him. At your de- 
parture, you will leave in charge to Mr. Amphlett, 
any part of theſe inſtructions which you will not 
be able to finiſh, and give him ſuch further di- 
rections as you may think neceſſary. | 
_ '*'x23th, Having had repeated leltaners of the in 
diſpoſition and bad behaviour of Mahomed Aly. 
the collector of the Dacca diſtricts, we have in- 
cloſed you a particular proof of it, in copies of 
letters which we wrote to Syed Buddul Cawn; and 
we muſt deſire, that you will inſiſt on his being 
nne from his office, and obliged to make re- 
r N N 2 Paration- 
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paration for all the loſſes he has been the occaſion 
of, ſince the beginning of theſe diſturbances. 
. 12th, The orders by which we took poſſeſſion 
of the lands, being only Amulnamahs; we muſt 
deſire that you will apply to the Nabob fur proper 
Jagheery Sunnuds, to confirm the — 8 right 
to the<rhree Provinces s 4H 
-*>r4th,” Tou muſt likewiſe demand: x the 
Nabob, payment of a ſum of money which Ma- 
Homed Reza Cavn diſburſed out of the revenues 
of the Chittagong province, on account of the 
Tippra expedition; to inſtruct you in which, we 
have ordered particulars to be tranſmitted ow by 
Kor Accomprant of the committee of lands. 
+ "'x:4th, Since we began to draw up theſe en dens, 
E have received "intelligence of the Nabob's hav- 
ing publiſhed 2 Sunnud, containing an exemption 
of all duties on every kind of trade for the ſpace 
of two years. Copies of this Sunnud; and a Par- 
wana, which accompanied it to Nobit Roy the 
Naib of Patna; you u ill herewith receive. And 
as we are of opinion that this ſtep is taken with a 
deßen to prejudice the Company's [trading bu- 
ſineſs, and to counter- act the meaſures we have 
been Hitherto tak ing for the welfare of trade in ge- 
neral, we deſire that you will inſiſt on the Nabob's 
revoking that Sunnud, and en 92 duties as 
before. e, ; ne 
-2rgth, We further weft: e pp of a mi- 
nute entered on this day by Meſſrs. Johnſtone and 
Hay, and we deſire _ will 2 * 9 
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Aare neben nnd 10 D Es 
| Additional Zyſiructi ns to - Meſſrs. Amyatt 
1 mas a3 16212 and Hay. 0 ids T 6057 
SER mn WO. 5 G7 yg „ 
r J lh om rig 8 . Dated 5 April 1763. 
l i tr Hut uin dong diy 
INH E laſt letters received from the Nabob 
1 having been debated on at the Board, and 
it being determided, that you ſhall proceed to 
Coſſimbuzar, and there wait his anſwer to another 
letter the Preſident: has wrote him; we now addreſs 
you theſe further inſtructions on ſame points, which 
have occurred ſince we. concluded thoſe before 
drawn up. 5 e . ; . , 


a 


w+%Y — 
„ 


By letters from Patna, we are adviſed of the 
great want they are in of Siccas for carrying on the 
inveſtment, and of the inconvenience and loſs which 
ariſes from the exchange of money; we have like- 

viſe often received letters on this ſubject from 

Coſſimbuzar, and the other factories: we thete- 
fore deſire: that you will endeavour to prevail on 
the Nabob to ſtrike in his mints only ane ſpecies 
of Rupees, to be current throughout his Govern- 

- ment» without any Batta, ſo long as they do not 
diminiſh in weight; but if you cannot effectuate 
ſuch regulations, you muſt repreſent to the Nabob, 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, the great impediment which 

dur buſineſs ſuffers from the back wardneſs of the 
Shroffs, to exchange and circulate the Calcutta 
Siccas, and therefore get him to iſſue peremptory 
orders to the Shroffs and others, for effectuating 
the currency of Rupees coined in our mint, that 
our buſineſs may no longer ſuffer ſuch interruptions 
and. loſſes from this ſource; and alſo procure his 
order for coining. three lacks of Rupees annually 
in each of the mints of Dacca and Patna, for the 

ſer vice of the factories. | MY 
Fx" VP" -. 0 3 | We 
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We are informed of an attack made on a Subadar 
and fifty Seapoys, by à body of the Nabob's troops 
from Tekarry z for the particulars of the affair, 
we refer you to a copy of a Patna'letter, which 
you will herewith receive, and we defire that you 
will require ſatisfaction againſt the Officer, who 
commanded them, for declaring” he had the Na- 
bats orders to cur every Engliſh Seapoy to pieces 
wherever they were found, — for having the inſo- 
lente to propoſe” to our party, that he would ler 
them go, if they would deliver up their arms and 
eloathing; and on their refuſal for beginning an 
attack upon them, whereby an Havildar was 
killed, and four Seapoys wounded: you muſt 
further infiſt, that this ſatisfaction be à public and 
exemplary puniſhment before you, or elſe that he 
be delivered up to us, to be tried and puniſned. 

We like wiſe tranſmit you ſome accounts of loſſes 
which certain Gentlemen have ſuſtained in their 
trade, by the late diſturbances and interruptions, 
the amount of which you muſt require of the Na- 
bob to cauſe his Officers to make good, and 
hate ver accounts of the ſame nature may hereafter 
de rpceived, ſhall likewiſe be forwarded to you. 


S.. , 
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Tbe Preſident obſerves, that although he ſigns 
theſt inſtruments in conformity to the majority of 
tue Board, he diſſents to the zd and 14th para- 
graphs, * hich contains a claim of a right to a 
ree trade in all artictes, whether for foreign or 


Jn}abd trade, and orders for inſiſting on the Na- 


bob's revoking the Sunnud for an exemption of 
duties, for the reaſons more particularly mentioned 


in che conſultation the ift and 44th of March, = 


Py 
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W. — Some time before this, Syed Buddul 
Cawn, the Nabob's Officer at Luckypoor, having 
placed à guard upon the houſe of one Mahomed 
Gazy, who had formerly been in the ſervice. of 
che factory 5 Mr. Middleton, the proviſional Chic 
of the factory, wrote to him, deſiring him to rele, 
the man, which Syed Buddul Cawn refuſed, and 
ſent him 2 copy of an order, which he had ge- 
ceived for that purpoſe from Mahomed Aly, In this 
order, beſides the demands of the Governmen 
upon Mahomed: Gazy (againſt, which we could 
have had no. objections) this, extraordinary reaion 
WAS added, for calling him to an account, 195 he 
had been in the Engliſh employ, and was ahettor 
in their deſigus againſt che Government. Tl in- 
ſolence of theſe expreſſions, determined the Board 
to take the part of Mahomed. Gazy and Mr. 
Middleton Was accordingly directed tg ſeize qyed 
the ſame time a letter was wrote to the Nabob. 
inſiſting on his puniſhing, Mahomed Aly, „Mr. 
Middleton, in conſequence of theſe orders, im- 
mediately ſeized Syed Buddul Cawn, and ſent him 
à priſoner to Calcutta, where he arrived the latter 
end of the month of March „being brought | 


29 
* 
4 
&--Z. 4 
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the Board, he exculpated himſelf, by Seda 
ſeveral letters from Mahomed Aly; the moſt in- 
ſolent of which is here inſerted e. 


From Mabomed Aly 7o Syed Buddul Cawn. 
VOR agreeable letter is arrived. I fully 
1 - underſtand the particulars contained therein, 
and from the Hircatah likewiſe I learn the account 
of the villanies of che Engliſh in Lucky poor. 1 
have wrote preſſingly to Aga Mahomed Nazim, 
and Samadam, and Amur Sing, and Jaugaut 

e M 4 Sing, 
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Sing, to repair all of them with their people unto 
you; I have alſo ſent Perwänas with the utmoſt 
diſpatch unto the Zemindars of Bulwat, Baboo- 
e &c. and I have taken engagements from 
every Zemindar's Vackeel, about Lucky poor, that 
their maſters the Zemindars will attend upon you, 
and act as you ſhall direct them. It behoves you 
with the utmoſt difpatch, to repair thther im- 
mediate ly, and blockade the paſſages for going in, 
and coming out on all ſides of Luckypoor, and 
place ſtrong centinels, that no perſon whatever may 
"pals or repaſs, to and from Luckypoor; and that 
= foul does not eſcape of thoſe who claim the 
Engliſ protection, and make uſe of their name: 
take to or three and crucify them, and ſcize 
their ho ſes and effects; lay hold of their wives 
and children, and ſend them ſtraightway to me. 
Be ſore not to fail in this reſpect; his — 
Helſing honoured me with his orders to this purpoſe, 
as you muſt be informed from the copy of the 
Governor's engagement, and of his Excellency's 
Perwana in conſequence, which I heretofore ſent 
you, And do not entertain the leaſt diffidence: 
— 75 chis my ſhort letter, in the light of a thou- 
Land letters; and act accordingly. Moreover, let 
nards be placed to keep a good look · out about 
— — and the parts adjacent; until the Na- 
s orders arrive, when they will proceed to act, 
28 21 ſhall write to you: at preſent ſurround it on 
all ſides, and keep a conſtant wach. 
Tou will take extraordinary good care of the | 
Europeans at Luckypoor, that they get no intel- 
ligence from any of their dependents, either by 
land or water, and for ſecurity you. will ſend 200 
men, with a commander whom you can rely upon, 
and direct them above all things, to be "rey wr 
e both ns. and N 
bits — 5 Such 
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Such a declaration of his inveteracy to the Eng- 
Iſh as was expreſſed in theſe letters, and the many 
inſtances which he had given of it throughout his 
whole conduct from his firſt appointment, juſtly ex- 
cited the indignation of the whole Board againſt 
. Mahomed Aly. The moſt violent readily ſeiz- 
ed this occaſion to impute to'the Nabob a fixed 
reſolution of breaking with us; and that the ap- 
pointment of ſuch a man as Mahomed Aly with 
ſuch extraordinary powers, and his conduct in the 
execution of them, were only in conſequence of that 
reſolution. It was therefore warmly urged, to 
vent the Nabob's deſigns, by declaring — ate 
war againſt him. This ſentiment, however, was 
oppoſed by a majority of the Board, who Judged 1 it 
the moſt proper in the preſent circumſtances to re- 
gard the inſults as proceeding perſonally from Ma- 
homed Aly; and to chaſtize him for it ourſelves, 
ſince the Nabob, to whom we had repeatedly com- 
plained againſt him, had hitherto afforded us no 
redreſs. In this alternative the Preſident joined, as 


well in the hopes of yet preventing a ruinous and 


unjuſtifiable war, as from the conviction of the vio- 
lent and incendiary ſpirit of Mahomed Aly, who, if 
ſuffered to act longer with impunity, he ſaw would 
put it out of the power of every one to preſerve 
Peace between the Engliſh and the Nabob. It is 
true that the Nabob, in anſwer to the demand of 

the Board for his diſmiſſion, declared that he had 
removed him from his employment; and ſummon- 

ed him to his preſence; but as he ſtill continu- 
ed at Dacca, and the Nabob had always endea- 
voured to vindicate his conduct, it was much to 
be feared that he would not only eſcape the pu- 
niſhment which was his due, but perhaps be conti- 
nued in his authority, and have his hands ſtrength- 
ened with ſuch freſh powers as might make it dan- 
— to attempt afterwards to call him to an ac- 
count. 


count. The Nabob's behaviour upon this occaſion 
may be; calily accounted for, from the precarious 


ſituation in which he ſtood. with the Engliſh. . He 


aſſured the Preſident when at Mongheer, that if 


the complaints which were then alledged againſt 


Mahomed Aly, upon enquiry proved true, he 


would both diſmiſs him from his ſervice, and ſe- 
verely puniſh, him. The ſame promiſe he made 
nea) who had been guilty of the like enmity and 
miſbehaviour to the Engliſh dependents; and it is 
very probable that he was ſincere in his declaration, 
ſince his intereſt was moſt materially concerned in 


removing every cauſe of diſagreement from between 


us. But when he perceived the ſtrong oppoſition 
formed againſt him by the General Aſſembly of the 
Council, and the deſign of his enemies was levelled 
openly. againſt his perſon and Government, it is not 
10 be wondered at that he ſhould be cautious of de- 
priving himſelf of the aſſiſtance of perſons the moſt 


capable of ſerving him, and on whoſe zeal he had ſo 


much reaſon to depend, in caſe of a rupture with 
the Engliſh... In a word, it appears from the Na- 
bob's whole behaviour, from the time that the Ge- 


neral Council was aſſembled, that he believed his 
on ruin to be the object of that aſſembly; and 
every ſtep taken by the Board ſerved but to con- 


firm him the more ſtrongly in that fatal perſuaſion. 
Fatal it muſt be called, fince with ſuch a mutual 
Aiſtruſt every accident, however trifling, was ealily 


even the neceſſary precautions of ſelf-defence ſcemed 


but to make the breach irreparable. It will be 
needleſs to point out inſtances of the effects of theſe 
prepoſſeſſions, amongſt the many which occur in 


the minutes of the Council, and the Nabob's let- 
ters, which have been already inſerted. Of the 
latter, one need only be mentioned, as it ſhe ws hop 


eaſi 
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eaſily the Nabob was led away by every groundleſs 
report, and how naturally his apprehenſions diſpoſ- 
ed him to co- operate with the * N N 
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r Have to > this time 3 an entire confidence 
in your friendſhip, but I never ſuſpected that 

you would write me letters filled with profeſſions 

of friendſhip and attachment, and whilſt I remain- 
ed in ſecurity, truſting to your declarations, that 
you would diſpatch your forces in ſeveral di viſions, 
by land and e and chrough the hills and woods, 
with guns and artillery to theſe parts. This kind of 
proceeding: I do not underſtand. I before repeated - 

wrote to you that I was unequal to this buſineſs. . 

ou al not agree to it, and now, that ſuch 
meaſures are taken, what ſort of dealing is this? 

As to Mr, Amyatt's coming, vhich you wrote about 

before, I have no objection. Recal all your troops 

that you have diſpatched, by every road towards this 
way, and let Mr. Amyatt proceed hither in the 


ſame manner that you came to vilit me, and af- 


ter his arrival I will behave to him as becomes me. 
If you conſent not to this, and refuſe to recal 
your. forces, and are obſtinately bent upon my 
diſhonovr, I am without remedy. Let me have 
your anſwer to this letter, which I wait for, for 
je is * re 10 ike care wy his aur. 


The following a odcutting: in the fame or- 
der of time, aptly illuſtrates the truth of the above 
obſervation, and proves, that if the Nabob's fears 
fe d hich to believe . _ | 
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had no (exiſtence, | either in fact or probability; 
our faith was at leaſt as active as his, whether fear 
or the zeal of party- ſpirit impelled and gave life 
to it. It is ſcarcely conceivable, that any perſon. 
ſhould be ſo blindly prejudiced as to give entire 
credit to. a ſtory. of the Nabob's having ordered 
all the mulberry trees, and cotton ſhrubs im his 
country to be rooted up, from no other motive 
than a mere ſpite to the Engliſh; and to deprive 
them of the benefits which they enjoyed in com- 
mon with other merchants in the product of thoſe 
plants; yet ſo great was the eagerneſs of ſcveral 
members —— Board to catch: at every report 
that tended to the Nabob's prejudice, that- ſuch 
an abſurdity was readily believed, and the molt 
violent meaſures propoſed in eee ere as _ 
appear N N en e f Bal 
(> #0 inn (ne D820 e 
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wy e * Wat) ir 


eben Gin 37 ts-: 


2 
75 5 1 


ee e M. Barfor's Mute. n 
£0381 1116'S iis 15 I as | 

MI. Batſoo ys before 50. Board the raving 
k wie wag Mr. Chambers at Coffimburar. FO.” 
1 enn 


* $4 1 1 1221 


8d Vet £3 18 577112 217 . 


4 — 0 ; To. uptake Batſon, os 1 + 
: Ou «$4 282 * i 1010 2 April 2. 1763: 


35d Yoo: R344.32 OUR 1; BIN CHE; 

th £4 I 4 1 13 a 07 TIEN: $71, 4 
4 HE many daily occurrences here, and re- 
5 rts convince me, our trade and every 
„thing will ſpeedily be put a ſtop to, if ſome 
, meaſures are not taken to prevent it. There is 
ian order paſſing for deſtroying all the mulberry 
1 nn e and they have 9 com- 
b 1 * menced 
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te menced putting it in execution, ſo that we can 
e expect no ſilk or ſilk · piece goods for the enſuing 
<« year, if it is not put an immediate ſtop to. 
e bear there is the ſame order concerning all 
* the cotton plants, which will be as detrimental 
„to the white · cloth trade. It is publicly talked 
at the city, that the Nabob is determined to get 
rid of us one way or other; that he has monty 
e enough to pay his troops longer than we ſhall be 
&« able to ſtay in the country without trade, for 
„which reaſon he Il deſtroy all the produce of the 
country, which may furniſh trade; for its all 
% one to him whether we are in the country or 
ce * , ies. 4 
<, not, if we don't pay him any duties, and he'll 
either oblige. us to do that or quit the country. 
Several parties of horſe and foot have arrived 
at the city within theſe two or three days, and 
great preparations are making for defence in caſe 
* our army comes this way, as it is reported they 
are coming, and that they had marched a little 
% way and were recalled. I thought it proper to 
c acquaint you of the order concerning the mul- 
“ berry trees and cotton, as I think the Governor 
at and Council ſhould be acquainted therewith, by 
* which: they'll perceive. how our trade is likely 
to be deſtroyed. The tomtoms have actually 
been about with the orders, and ſeveral people 
ſent to deſtroy all the mulbercy fields. Should 
«you think with me, it's neceſſary to acquaint 
the Board with theſe things, I ſhall be obliged 
to you if you will acquaint me with the reſult. 
P. S. I think it would be highly neceſſary to 
have a few more Seapoys at this factory. Reports 
run very high and inſolent, and I believe was the 
army to march, we ſhould be ſurrounded at 
<* this factory, and therefore ſhould be glad to 
have a few ſeapoys to defend ourſelves. The 
1 | © arms 
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arms of the Hater here * 18171 10 


you would apply for ome.” 


He alſo acquaints the Board, what weiten 

on receipt of this letter, he wrote an anſwer agree- 

. able to the opinion of the members of Counci 

then in Calcutta, defiring Mr. Chambers, if the 

intelligence he had given him was certain, to con- 

firm the ſatne in a letter to the Board, "ey 
might take their reſolutions accordingly. ' 

Received a letter from Mr. Chambers, Raced 

: the gth, acquainting us, in conſequence” of Mr. 


Batſon's letter to him, that it was beyond all dif- 


ute that tomtoms have been beat in ſeveral places, 


orders the Zilladars pretend to have received 


from the. Nabob, to rake up all the mulberry trees 


on both fides of the Great River; but he cannot 


- habe they” have yet put it in exe- 
cution. 


e Prefients Opinion 7 in conſent 7 ge 


Letters. us 


e W cited! in the poblic t6 Water 
aiffers in ſome particulars from what Mr. Chambers 
before wrote to Mr. Batſon, the Preſident is of 
opinion, that Mr. Chambers ſhould be directed to 
acquaint the Board from whence he got his intel- 
ligence regarding the mulberry trees, and to en- 
quite, in the name of the Board, from Syed Ma- 
hotned Cawn, whether he has received letters from 


the Nabob to this effect; if he has, to require from 
him a copy of ſuch orders, of endeavour by any 
other eas. to armor a copy, and rr ic 
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Mf. Watts“! Wee tied =, 


Mr. Watts thinks that the certainty of what 117 
chamber informs the Board in his letter of the 
9th inſtant, ought not to be doubted, eſpecially 

as he had made an enquiry into the affair at the 
requeſt of the majority of the Board; that rhe 
ral behaviour of the Nabob has been, and con- 
tinues to be ſuch, that further application to him- 
ſelf or Officers on any points whatever, ought as 
much as poſſible to be avoided ; but eſpecially in 
this caſe,” as Syed Mahomed Cawn muſt know 
that this information muſt come from our Chief 
and Council at Coſſimbuzar, and conſequently our 
doubting the truth of it, muſt leſſen the credit of 
that Board in his eyes. Mr. Watts further thinks; 
that Mr. Chambers may be wrote to, directing 
him to endeavour to procure copies of the Sun- 
nuds or Perwanas that may have been ſent down 
from the Nabob on this ſubject, or 2 1 
N he may be able to get. 


Mr Marriott 5 pins, 


Mr. Marriott 225 in opinion with the Pre- | 
ſident. : 
_ My. Johnſtone s Opinion, a a 


Mr. Johnflone does not think it of any conſe⸗ 
r to make this further enquiry, as Mr. Cham 

rs having been wrote to at the deſire of the ma- 
jority of the members then in Calcutta, may be 
fuppoſed to have ſatisfied himſelf of the efvch 
what he now publicly informs the Board, nor woul, 
Syed Mahomed Cawn's denying to have received 
ſach an order. be any proof of the tomtoms not 
having been beat. F urther, becauſe he thinks the 
A other 
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ether pieces of intelligence which Mr. Chambers 
gave us in his letter may incline us more implicitly 
to the belief of this, and the certainty of the Na- 
bob's intentions againſt us, which we muſt hear 
from Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay before any anſwer 
could come from Mr. Chambers. | 


- 4 


* 8 - Ur. Cartier's Opinion. * 
M. Cartier thinks it would be proper to direct 
Mr. Chambers to enquire of Syed Mahomed Cawn 
whether he has received ſuch an order from the. 
Nabob, and to endeavour to get a copy of it. 


war Batſon's Opinion. 


Mr. Batſon. cannot doubt but the proclamation 
concerning cutting down the mulberry trees was ac- 
tually made, and he thinks the Preſident's ſeeming 
ſtill to doubt it, and deſiring a further enquiry to 
be made for the confirmation of it, is with a deſign 
to diſcourage Mr. Chambers from ſending us intel- 
| ligence. Agreeable to his practice in regard to the 

-intelligence which he (Mr. Batſon) formerly ſent 
down in ſeveral of the Nabob's and Petruce's 
letters Ff. Þ Opinion 


4 + 


1 2, * A 


be 9 


That the Nabob had ſent bodies of troops into different 
parts of the country, and was buſy in warlike preparations. 
As the reflection contained in the latter part of Mr. Batſon's 
minute will be judged to have required ſome reply, it may not 
de improper to Inſert an extract of the minute which followed, 
though foreign from the ſubject in hand. This may ſerve for 
one inſtance of the ſcandalous and indecent behaviour, which by 
the intemperance of {ome of the members, and the ready con- 
nivance of the reft, had taken place in our Councils. 


194241 5 Preſident's Bueftion to Mr. Baton. 
- The Prefident deſires Mr. Batſon may be aſked, Whether, by 
{everal of the /Nabod's and Petruce's letters, he means thoſe 
„ Perſian 8 


kau, ts the Dierbeutic . Bat Gun. $54 


MH Opinion of the aneh. | 
This majotity of the Board being of the Preſiden 


opinion, 1555 

| Ref, in conſequence. nn 
wad 128 chat Mr. Feen be wrote to WOT 
ingly. *. cc 


Perfian top Go ies IT TE) E to TY che Navy and Nn 

read in conſultation the Ath of March, 4nd which, after profes 

cating the enquiry for ſeveral months with the vemoſt enn 
e Boa Jadges 40 be not authentic. E” 

Mr. Batſon dnſever... 3 

a b. Batſon . It is thoſe letters he means, and that he 
ad not find; on putfoing the proceedings, that the Board did 

think them not aatheatic.” And as the Preſident has — 4 

declared,” that he knows nothing of aa na Gp $ comin 


Calcutta, as. related in that cor he deſires h 
confirm the ſame by oath, . e 15 k Bally mal 25 


wii th look oj his eee as f4 
2 The refident's 1 ob K 11 Ci iy 
1 . Preſilent thinks i i a very improper / 
proceeding, | that pecan member of the Board ſhould be put to is 


gdath on any excepting where the Pb quires it 
that the wo word d of oy ma 
3 an bath; ry 


ry member of the Boatd hduld be Foy 
ion of the 4 5 ig 4 mat- 
ter where their iutereſt is — much cogremet}; and in which” Mr. 
| Batſon has called his (the Preſident's) he 5) honour ſo much in -quel- 
tion, he deſires he may be put to 32 before the Board. 
1 The Preſident's Oath 


4 & lem — chat I never to m ' kidTed E Fog or 
td, of 1 eK at L never hy b a8 
. ever make tu me ſuch — ors nor did f ever 
Bear of ſuch à pfopoſah 48 he is ſaid to Have: been commiſſioned 
With, unit the e copies of of due Perfiai liner were r 1 . 
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eg. ee, 2 5 Gevernar ant 
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KA Your W of Ms 10 Amude 1 have duly received, = | 

2 anſwer to your. ꝗ eltioh of whence I had = Aiming — 
sean only (ay it came from the Vackeel, Kifſenindee, and ſe- 
ok , * rherctiants, who, on 3 the report, aequaiut- 
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Notwithſtanding the propoſed negotiation, the 
Board judged it expedient'to take early precautions 
in caſe it ſhould not be attended with ſucceſs, by 
forming a plan for the operations of the war. The 
reſolutions. upon the ſubject are here entered at 
large, and the debates which followed them. It is 
worth notice, that Mr. Johnſtone made a propoſal 
which was ſupported by Mr. Batſon, for authoriz- 
ing the gentlewen at Patna to begin the war upon 
the bare appearances of hoſtile intentions in the Na- 
bob. The ſentiments of Mr. Ellis were too well 
known to leave it a doubt, but he would (inſtantly 
avail himſelf of ſuch a power to declare an open 
rupture, which might have been juſtified even by 
tze report of a common hircara, or any pretence as 
looſe, which he might think ſufficient (ſince he was 
the Judge) to conſtrue into a hoſtile intention in the 
Nabob. It will be found, that when ſuch a power 
was afterwards lodged in his hands, ſuch was actu- 
ally che conſequence. 


Exiraz of Conſultation the 14th of April 1763 (pre- 
een «Meſſrs. Vanſittart, Adams, Batſon, Billers, 


bh The Board being met to concert the meaſures 
proper to be taken in caſe that a rupture ſhould 


c 


F 


<5, ed me of it, as did alſo a conſiderable dealer in that article, 
ho ſays he was told, that in five days. the mulberry trees 
% muſt be all taken up, but he has heard nothing fince; and 
% believe it was only a falſe report, occaſioned, as I have 
'«+ ſince learnt, from a coſtom'of tranſplanting. once in two ar 
« three years. I aſked Syed Mahomed Cawn — 


«-. order, he ſays he has received no ſuch, nor given any. 1 have 


'& requeſted of him to endeavour to find out the perſons who 
e ſpread the report. and to-puniſh them. The report was not 
„ only here, but on the other ſide the Great River. It will 
be impoſnible for me to trage it to the foundation, I have 
-« uſed already every method 


* 


in my power, but in un. 


1 


Ic ge 


Relative to the Diſturbances in Be we AE. 179 


happen between us and the Nabob, the ſeveral caſes 

vwere fully conſidered and debated on, and the fol- 

lowing ane were in conſequence N and 
tO. 

Aldhoonk. it is to be hoped, that the: diſputes 
with the Nabob will yet come to an amicable iſſue, 
it is thought neceſſary to be prepared with a plan 
of operations, which may be moſt expedient to in · 
ſure ſucceſs in caſe of a contrary event. 

It is therefore reſolved, _ .. 

Firſt, That in caſe of a rupture with the Nabob, 
and the Nabob ſhould march towards Patna, in or- 
der to attack our troops and factories there, they 
ſhall enJeavour to poſſeſs themſelves of the city, if 
they think they can accompliſh it without much 
loſs, and there remain until they ſhall receive fur- 
ther orders from us or Major Adams. But if they 
ſhould think that by attacking the city they run a 
riſk of failing in the attack, or loſing of many men, 
they muſt then take ſuch Poſt as they think they 
can beſt defend themſelves in, and if they can, co- 
ver the factory until they ſhall receive further or- 
ders, as above mentioned. That in either caſe they 
muſt be careful to ſecure all the proviſions they 
can of every kind, and alſo draught and Carriage 
bullocks. 

' | Secondly, That in caſe of a rupture with the 
| Nabob, and he ſhould remain at Mongheer, the 

Patna party ſhall act as in the firſt caſe. 

Thirdly, That in caſe of a rupture, and the Na- 
bob marches down this way, the Patna party' ſhall, 
after attacking, and poſſefling themſelves of the ci- 
ty, move down. as far as Ruioulla, to be in greater 
readineſs to join Major Adams, and there wait for 
orders from Major Adams, unleſs from an alteration 
of circumſtances, their own diſcretion ſhall cect 
them to act otherwiſe. | 

50 n! in any of the foregoing caſes, theſe are our 
N 2 preſent 
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preſent thoughts; hut that we do not mean by ſuch 
a plan to reſtrict them from taking any — 
that may offer, in caſe: of a rupture declared. 
This plan being ſettled for the Patna pany incaſe 


1e 


of a rupture, the queſtion is put. NA 
How they ſhalt be informed of a ropeure vr hat 
they n ae as fuch ? 80 


Au. Jaboſtone's Opinion. 


Mr. Johnſſone thinks the Nabob's OA! gur 
communication by letter, and moving in conſe- 
quence with his army and artillery towards Patna, 
when thee is no other enemy in the country adja- 
cent, againſt whom he may have cauſe to move, 

or ought in reaſon to be believed, that he directs 
his march, or the march of his army this way. at- 
tended by any correſpondent acts of hoſtility of his 
forces: Rationed at, or round Patna, ſuch as ſtop 
ping their proviſion and communication with t 

country, or oppoſing our people in the execution 

of their buſineſs, might, in the preſent circumſtan- 
ces, be conſtrued by them as a rupture, and that 
they mipht immediately proceed. to . as directe 

| in | the pk an. e , 

[| . '» The Pre. at's Opinion. 


= The Preſident thinks Mr. Johnſtone's ſa 
1 is —— vague, and leaves it in the power of 
5 the gentlemen at Patna, by an error in judgment, 
1 to involve us in a war which we would rather avoid; 
5 and therefore would propoſe, that the orders to the 

| _ gentlemen at Patna ſhould be after this manner. 
Fhat they will be inſtantly informed by us, if we 
| << ſhould be obliged ro declare a rupture with the 
| << Nabob, and that therefore they muſt wait for 
| * ſuch — before they act upon the plan 
2 6 laid down, k ps in the mean time well on 
* 9 guard, and _— themſelves and the 

FR 6 Com- 


++ 
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1 Company? s rights againſt all attacks. That he 
<« propoſes theſe limited orders the rather, becauſe 
<« he looks upon the party at Patna to be of ſuch a 
{+ ſtrength as to run no riſk from any attack of * 


„ che Nabob's.””  - 


The queſtion being put to the reſt of the Boa, 
which ot theſe opinions ſhould be adopted. 

The opinions of Meſſrs. Watts, Marriott, Haft- 
ings, TRE, ny e — pcs the nen 8. 


Me Babibn 5 57 Mr. Fry opinion, be: 
cauſe, after the Nabob has once commenced ho- 
ſtilities againſt us, the tying up our party at Patna 
from acting on the offenſive, as well as the defen- 
ſive, will give him an advantage, and ſubject us to 
A bs cone Hm in caſes of exigency that mar 

; ' Major Adams's Oftnins, 1 


© Majo or Adams tbicks the. gentlemen at Patna 
Fe not to commence hoſti:ities without the or- 
ders of the Board, but that, ſhould; the Nabob 
march a large force towards Patna, without any 
apparent reaſon, or otherwiſe commit any act of ho- 

ility. they ſhould take any ſtep for their own ſe- 
eurity,' even to the taking the city of Patna, if ic 
ſhould be deemed abſolutely neceſſary, and there 
defend themſelves without proceeding further, un- 

cit e receive the orders of the Board. 44 


© quence, 75 


The Majority of the Board being of the Pre- 
ſident's opinion. Agreed, that we write to Patna. 
and tranſmit theme a r on ae err er for 
das 3 | 
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Ar. Jobaftone*s s Ds oem.” 


Mr. Johnſtone begs-leave to diſſent from this re- 
ſolution of the majority, ordered to be tranſmitted 
to Patna, becauſe he thinks the reſtraining the gen- 

tlemen there from acting offenſively till they have 
notice from hence of our declaring a breach with 
the Nabob, although he may proceed to direct 
open acts of hoſtility againſt them, is giving the 
Nabob all the advantage he could deſire, ſhould his 
reſolution be to attack that detachment the firſt, in 
hopes of overpowering it before our army gan arrive 
wo its aſſiſtance. | 

The very intention Th our Council, Mr. John- 
ſtone underſtood was, to prevent the il conſequen- 
ces that might attend a ſtoppage of our correſpon- 
dente by letter, by the Patna party not having di- 
rections how to act in caſe the Nabob began hoſtili- 
ties, and prevented our intelligence, by removing 
the dauks, and ſtopping all letters. Should the 
Nabob march towards Patna, we can expect no no- 
tice of it but from the Chief there, which, as the 
dauks will of courſe be remoyed, may very proba- 
bly not reach us in lefs than ten or twelve days. As 
more may elapſe before they receive the Board's de- 
claration of a rupture, by which they are tied up 
at leaſt twenty days, not to attempt any thing 
againſt the Nabob or the city of Patna, tho their 
only hope of taking it depends on their attempting 
it before the Nabob can reach it, and their circum- 
ſtances in regard to proviſion, 'and many other re- 
ſecs, may be ſuch, as that their preſcrvation may 
g-eatly depend on their carrying it. In war, to 

revent and defeat the deſigns of an enemy, is al- 
Jowed to be juſt as well as prudent; but this li- 

berty, ſo eſſential to ſelſ preſervation, is denied to 
gur fellow: ſervants, though ever ſo fair occaſion 
Pay offer, Mr.] eine is not more for their de · 


3 claring 
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claring war and beginning hoſtilities the firſt, than 
any other gentleman at the Board, but he thinks it 
ought, and may be very reaſonably left to the pru- 
dence of the gentlemen at Patna to judge what are 
open acts of hoſtility on the part of the Nabob, who 
is already armed, and bids us defiance. _ | 
It is further reſol ved, | 
That if a rupture does happen, Major Adams 
ſhall march with the King's Regiment, and all the 
| Company” s troops at Ghyretty and Calcuita, Cap- 
rains Broadbrook's and Maclean's battalions of Sea- 
poys compleated, alſo Captain Champion's company 
of military from Jellaſore, together with the fol- 
lowing. artillery, viz. two twelve pounders, ſix 
ſix pounders, and two howitzers, The Major is 
therefore deſired to make the neceſſary liſts of 
ſtores accordingly. And it is further reſolved, that 
ſeven companies. of Seapoys from Jellaſore; and 
three from Burdwan, ſhall, in ſuch caſe, be order- 
| ed to Calcutta to compleat the two battalions, to 
with Major To and ſerve for the Sos of 


the Preſidency. 


On the 18th we received the following letter 
from Mr. Ellis and his Council, which will ſhew 
how near to a criſis the diſputes were approaching 
at Patna, and the fatal contempts and inveteracy 
in which they held the Nabob and his forces. 


71 4.— Teller from Patna. nl 


oO R favour of the 24th ultimo we received. 

the 2d inſtant, and immediately diſpatched 

the letter incloſed therein to the Nabob. As far as 
we can judge, he inclines not to pacific meaſures, 
for ſince the receipt of your letters of the 7th and 
oth ultimo, he has been conſtantly ſending troqps 
| into this city ; ; the commanders of his forces in dif- 
N 4 an; 8 ferent 
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ferent parts of the country hereabouts, are under 
orders to aſſemble at Pack. and ſome of them 
are actually in motion, by which it ſeems as if he” 
intended a blow at this party: on that head, how- 
ever, we are perfeQly eaſy ; but under the deepeſt 
concern for the fate of the city; which we are 
_ hourly. apprehenſive will de plundered by the li- 

centious undiſciphned able within IM walls: 
the ſuburbs are already entirely deſtroyed, and the 
wretched ſituation of people of all ranks, is more 
ealy to conceive than deſcribe. | 

Merr Mindy Cawn is the name of the perſon 
whom the Nabob has appointed. his Naib here, 
bur to this time he has nor Paid the Chief the uſual 
compliment of acquainting him with his arrival.— 
He carries on the preparations for attack or defence 
(for a+ yet we know not which to call them) with 
more vigour than his predeceflor, and thereby adds 
to the terror and alarm of the inhabitants. 

The night before laſt the whole of his rep | 
were under arms till the morning. Great part of 
yeſterday the gates were kept ſhut, and the relief 
of our hoſpital- guard refuſed admittance, upon 
which the Chief wrote him a letter, a copy of it we 
now incloſe, as likewiſe of his anſwer. he guard 
has been ſince admitted, but che Be bombe gte | 
ſtul remains ſnut. 5 
It is commonly hiked thar nb Nabob has ſent 
this Mindy Cawn to. drive out the Engliſh, but 
you will judge that thete is not much danger to be 
apprehended from a man whoſe talent ſeems chiefiy 
to lie in founding} his own praiſe ; his inſolenge 
may, however, e us to the  diſagreeable neceſſity 
of raking the city from him. 

With the greateſt Jifficulty we have collected 
money ſufficient to ay our Europeans for this 
month, and onr Seapoys for 0 and have not 5 
| at this time a FADE" Fa in cath , we therefore 

| requeſt 


» 
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requeſt you will take the moſt ſpeedy method of 
bs Us, T 
24. MI. Johnftone, who had already twice 
ioterrupted the 3 buſineſs by perſonal reflec- 
tions on the Prefident, for the diſtinction made by 
the Nabob in his letter to Mahomed Aly of the 
Company's duſtuck, and the Preſident's own, 
again reſumed the ſame ſubject in the following 
minute, in conſultation of the 18th, to which is 
ſubjoined the Preſident's reply. SEA 


Extradt of Canfultation of the 18th April 1763, 


Mr. Johnſtone's Minute. 


Me. Johnſtone begs leave to remark, in anſwer 
to the Preſident's Minute of the 28th March, 
that the true tranſlation of the paragraph of the 
Nabob's letter ta Mahomed Aly, n'. 29, hereto 
ſubjoined, done by Mr. Gulſton, is. very different 
from that which Mr. Vanlittart appeals to, and 
ſtands entered in the country correſpondence, and 
W Mis 3 * to eps time, 
thoug not then bein e to get the origi 
it could Fl be RE She re Ta. ; 
by the Preſident, which though wrote, after the 
appearance of this order of the Nabob's, he would 
refer to as a proof that vo agreement of this king - 
had ever been mentioned betwixt him and the Na- 
bob, plainly and expreſsly declares. the ſame ſenſt 
of the paragraph that we have followed, referring 
to the Gomaſtahs of Mr. Vanſittart's private bu. 
neſs, ho might have either the Company's or hia 
own private duſtuck, that they ſhould not be im- 
T e eos OY 

It does not 1. from apy, line in the Nabob's 
letter that the Governor's trade was ſtopt, nor any 

N inſtance 
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inſtance or place referred to, which would have 
been the caſe, and particularized ; it may be ſup- 
poſed, as well in regard to them as to his parti- 
cular Gomaſtah, Coja Warris. 

. By this and many other of the Nabobꝰs public 
letters and orders, it appears he conſidered, and 
directed 9 per cent. to be levied on whatever goods 
are purchaſed, being the produce of this country, 
without regard to their being for XP. or 
inland trade. 

The Governor writes to me that you in- 
«* terrupt his own Gomaſtah. Notwithſtanding 
e in the paper of regulations there is no diſtinction 
« of private and public, yet as the Governor is my 
friend, I accordingly write to you not to impede 
*< the Gomaſtah of his private trade, that may 
have with him either the Governor's or the 
= e s duſtuck.” 


e Preſident's Reply. 


ter ro Mr. Johnſtone's further minute I 
obſerve, that the only difference between Mr. 
Rogers's tranſlation of the. poſtſcript of the Nabob's 
letter to Mahomed Aly and Mr. Gulſton 8, is, that 
in the firſt it ſtands by Gomaſtah, in the other, the 
ſaid Gomaſtab; but whether the Nabob's intention 
was general or particular, all that I aſſert is, that 
I never defired, nor would accept of any privilege 
- for my Gomaſtahs, over thoſe of the eſt of the 
Gentlemen in the ſervice; and that I never ſealed 
duſtucks with any other than the Company's uſual 
duſtuck ſeal. My letter to the Nabob, n. 1. 
dated 24th January, contained the complaint I 
mentioned of two parcels of my own a being 
ſtopt, with the Company's duſtuck, under the 
_ charge of Ramnaut Holdar and Coja Aſkaſuk, be- 
Lias to * Warris ; and it Was in  conkquence 
| ol 
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of that complaint the Nabob ſent the orders in 
queſtion to Mahomed Aly, in which the complaint 
of Coja Aſkaſuk and Coja Warris, is particularly 
noticed. As ſoon as I got a fight of theſe orders, 
I wrote the Nabob (as by the extract entered in 
conſultation the 28th March) to let him ſee that 
1 did not mean to have any particular indulgence 
for my own Gomaſtahs, "one * _ _— 
with others. | g 


We” 35 — Melts. amyatt * Hay aw * 
time at Coſſimbuzar, waiting for the Nabob's ap- 
probation of their viſit to proceed. His firſt an- 
ſwer upon this ſubject contained an indirect refuſal; 
but as a letter had been wrote to him, which re- 
preſented in very ſtrong terms the neceſſity of ſuch 
a conference, and inſiſted on a poſitive anſwer; it 
was agreed to wait for his anſwer, which arrived 
on the 20th, and ſignified, though reluctantly, his 
conſent to receive the deputation. This letter be- 
ing laid before the Board, it was determined by 
the majority, after a long debate, that Meſſrs. 
Amyatt and Hay ſhould proceed. The Nabob's 
letters and debates upon this laſt, . ſhall enter, as 
Per | 


| cu „ 5 Letter From the "Nabob to the 
: >: Governor. | 


Dated 2 April. I 2 


1 Have been favoured with your letter of the 24th 
I of March: I did not expect that while I was go- 
ing to take another country, you would ſend troops 
into mine; you ſometime wrote me, while at 
Battea, that the buſineſs of the Company in the 
diſtricts was obſtructed, and that you ſhould _ 


= 
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to prevent it; but you did not write 


that you would ſeize and carry away my Aumils, 
and diſgrace them. I do not write anſwers to Mr. 


Fiss letters on this account, becauſe from: the 


beginning he had one meaning in his mouth, and 
another in his heart, and acted contrary to what he 
wrote; as in the affair of the opium, where he 
took à bond from all the merchants, by which he 
was to purchaſe it himſelf; and for this Mr. Ellis 
wrote to Nobit Roy; but concerning the ſalt- 
petre, which is the Company's own buſineſs, he 
vrote nothing, nor did he afl any ions re- 
lative to it, but at once ſent Seapoys, and ſeized 
the Aumil of Tacgepoor, whom he accuſed of im. 
peding the ſalt · petre, and carried him away bound. 
As the falt-perre- buſineſs is of the greateſt im- 
„it was proper that he ſhould write in the 
manner as he did about the opium. When 
Seapoys were ſent, Rajah Nobit Roy ſent bis 
Chubdas to him, to kn on what buſineſs they 
were into the Pergunnahs : Mr. Ellis an- 
da & ger when they returned from their buſineſs 
he wou know. A copy of Nobit Roy's letter 
F igcloſe. H any one had refuſed to liſten to him, 
then he might , — ſent people to prevent his 
buſineſs being obſtructed, not to bind and carry 
rag my Officers. . I befare wrote you that I was 
coming to Rajemoliulf, and would act according 
to your directions, but not regarding this, you ſent 


ple. to the diſtticts and created diſturbances. 
Eroable to * myſelf, I have deſiſted from all 


duties. 
F notwith g this, you ſend people v0 the 
Pergunmahs, 1 ſhall 5 Re" yur have 


another ally in vie w. | 
57 fending Mr. Ampstt, 1 


With regard to 
before wrote that of mereantile affairs, nothing is 


7 ſertled⸗ — 
| - 2 
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of 2 ſmall parcel of land. kr vou ſend him to re- 
late this, *kt me know. As to mercantile af- 
hh irs, 'I have relinquifhe every thing, and no- 
thing remains for bim to Hegdetew. In future 
ſhould you have any thing to do in reſpect to the 
revennes of land, do it with ſome other perfon.” 
Ia regard to the expreſſion” of /ervants and men 
of low tondifion, which is thought to reflect on 
the Gentlemen of Council; hitherto 1 Have had 
no knowledge of the Gentlemen of Counelf: The 
ſervant and mean-ſpirited; is whatever perſon makes 
a difference berween the reputation and boſinefs of 
the Company and mine, and endeavours to create 
diſturbance and diſputes between us, ald what 1 
de more plain and expreſs than ee 2 
de gel man or letter on ours would be fy 22 
to clear your bulineſs, and carry it on in à proper 
manner, there to fend Seapoys (fervants' 21 men 
of low condition) and companies of Seapoys, to 
rake my Officers and carry them away bound, and 
do their utmoſt to make diſturbancè between you 
and me; conſider, Sir, whether this is a proceeding 
of men” of low character, or of ten « IF rank and 
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A „ eee the Nabob | 
to the Governor, © 


| 8 58 #: 211EST Hh 

erf IM bas | Dared n April 1563. 

La mn & 00 vide : KI Yall BE 803 SOT SOT 
Have received, your gr W in which 
© you” Write me, tllat “ If you and the Geatle- 

men of Council were tocnned to bring on a ru 
<6 ture, the difputes and, hoſtile proce ings in . 
veral places would Have given ſufficient occaſion 
for declaring it immediately; but that a rupture, 
4 "and the” fertivg up another Nazim, is by no 
9 «© means 
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8 means Jour deſire, for which reaſon you had 
appointed Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay, to confer 
8 with me; that the diſturbances might be put 
« an end to, and our friendſhip. confirmed, and 
« that beſides the article of cuſtoms, they had 
«© Other articles in charge; therefore 1. ſhould 
«© write to theſe two Gentlemen, deſiring them in 
* a. friendly manner to come; for with reſpect to 
the cuſtoms, the orders lately ren by the 
ET Sircar _ were . not. .conliſteor with che Com ny's | 
* rights and intereſts; and that if I ſhould refuſe to 
t confer with thoſe two Gentlemen, it would oc- 
«© caſion 4 Tupture between us.” Sir, it is ſur- 
priſing 2 vou do not ſee the actions of your 
own people, and will not give credit to them. 
N Notwithſt ing the treaties between us and the 
country. and money I have given for the Com- 
pany ' army, the only favour ſhewn me on all ſides, 
is the ſending troops and ſcizing the Aumils of the 
diftrifts of Dacca, attacking. and beating the Tan- 
nadars of Jatirapoor, and on the P . taking 
my Aumils, and keeping them in priſon: What 
are greater hoſtilities on theſe? It is ſorprizing 
that you do not ſee the diſturbances of your own 
ople, and will derive every thing tending to 
| hoſtilities from my words and letters; and having 
_ Prepared. an army, the Gentlemen hold-themſelves 
ready to begin a war with me. 
I am really ſiruck with amazement ! 
WMith reſpect to Mr. Amyatc and Mr. Hay, I 
before CO OY ns OO * my 
Hhouſe was theirs. 
Now I Write again, that if they come ous 22 
one or two companies of neceſſary attendants, -[ 
have no objeQtion ; but I muſt. remark, that on the 
one fide you uſe only violent meaſures, while on the 
other, looking towards the treaties between us, 
* * to confer. A conference hs ck 
uc 
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ſuch unreaſonable violences never was heard of in 
any country, and certainly there will be nothing 
contrary to cuſtom. 

By what you write on other articles of buſineſs, 
befides the cuſtoms, I underſtand that for this re- 
 maining country, which is left to my lot, you have 

appointed me Aumil, or regard me as Wadadar, 
or Zemidar, or Gomaſtah, or Mutraſuddy ; that 
the other articles of buſi neſs, excluſive of the 
cuſtoms, you have given in charge to the ſaid 
Gentlemen. 

Write me fully and enpliciely * * that I 
may. be TORN and act ONS: 


| Extraf of Conſultation” of the 1035 April 1763, 


(preſent, Meſſrs. Vanſittart, Batſon, Cn 
. Haſtings, J ohnſtone, Marriott, and YER 3: 


The Nabob's letter of the 11th inſtant being 
read and debated on at the Board, as. alſo his an- 
ſwer to Mr. N s letter, wrote at the ſame 
- tiaws”. - 
T be queſtion was put, Whether Meſs. Arhyme D 
and Hay ſhould in conſequence. be recommended 
to proceed to Mongheer, and demand of the Na- 
| bob a definitive/ anſwer to the pon We 
in e nem | 


. 


Mr, Warts 5 1 a 06" 


"Mr: Watts is of opinion, That the preſent letters | 
2 Seed from the Nabob are as evaſive as thoſe 
read in conſultation of the 11th of April, and that 
they are not in the leaſt ſatisfactory, therefore thinks 
from the treachery the Moors are famous for, and 
- the Nabob's diſpoſition and character, that it is 
15 1 for Ren. Ampyace and * to d 
n 
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bur as every method ought to de tried to prevent 

à rupture, he propoſes th the letter be ſent to 

thoſe Gentlemen, and if They believe no riſque 

would a= wh chem, he ＋ 1 it would 

_ certainly pr or them to proceed to 
Mongheer, . e a ae, — oo e 

* 


5 ” "wa - 
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l. Marriott s Minit.” 


Mr. . Marriott | is of opinion, That cot y bar i 
Nabob's letters to the Prefident, and his jetter to 
Mr. Amyatt, ſhould be tranfitted to Welt: 
 Amyatt and Hay, and that they ſhould be recom- 
mended. to proceed to Mongheer, and require from 
the Nabob à definitive anſwer to every point of 
eheir inſtrüctions, as being the moſt ſpredy ond 
* method of * * to à conclu- 
P. 


. 1 


42 


* 


. „ Johiftan 's Opin, 


'T think the Nabob gives not Mette Arayate 
and Hay any greater encouragement to go on their 
tation by the letters now before us, than in 
thoſe he wrote of che ad inſtant. The Nabob only 
conſents to receive their viſit if they come as friends, 
but without ſatisfying us, he will treat with them 
on buſineſs, on which he had demanded a poſitive 
anſwer, and the exprefiions of his letters induce 
me to think he will make uſe of this pretext, of his 
Abt having confehted to enter on buſineſs, to de- 
eline treating on any of theſe points for hien theſe 
Gentlemen are deputed: 1 would leave it to theſe 
Gentlemen to judge and decide; whether they hawe 
[ulficient renſon to proceed hi hopes of ſueceſs 
froth ſuch an eqquivocal letter; and in the mean 
ene” would have all the” ſtores tranſported ts 
| Ghyretty, 


# 2 4. 
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Ghyretty, and all the other preparations made, 
agreeable to the intent of Major Adams; that 


whatever reſolution be taken hereafter, a day may 
not be loſt 3 in waiting after we have determined. 


. Haſtings" 5 8 | 


The Nabob i in my judgment plainly ladies, | 
That he is very willing to receive Mr. Amyati's 
viſit, and only expreſſes his fears, leſt he ſhould 
be going upon ſome hoſtile intention. For this 
reaſon, and to put a ſtop to the inſurrections which 

theſe diſputes have given riſe to in the province of 
Bahar, and the alarm ſpread through both pro- 
vinces; I think Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay ſhould 
proceed without loſs of time on cheir Seputa- 
8 ' i Za 1 3 
"Ie Cartier * Gp. 


* 


| Mr: Sema. is of the ng opinion wich Mr 
Marriott. = 


2 


Ax. Batfon”s. Opinion e 


10 the ſenſe I underſtand the Nabob's letter, ke 
till refuſes to treat with Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay 
on any matters of buſineſs, and ſtil] continues in 

the ſame evil diſpoſition towards us: I therefore 
think it improper for theſe Gentlemen to procetd 

on Wen mts. EY Ts 0 


| The Profident's opus, and that of the. Majority 


The Preſident agrees in opinion with Mr. 
Marriott; and that appearing alſo to be the 1 8 
of the majority. 


B 0 Vell 


*%, 
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- Reſolation. in- 2328 


N That we do write accordingly to Mcſirs, 
Amyatt and Hay. 


B g.——#bilft this Point was in debate, the 
, ng Letter. was. received from the 
_ 1 and 8 N at Patna, 0 the Beard. 


Dated 11 April 1763. 


1 is. pr CT that you. ſhould bring 

1 matters to a ſpeedy iſſue with the Nabob, 2 
the di ſaffected Zemindars, and other malecontents 
taking the advantage of his infamous and fooliſh 
behaviour, are riſing up in arms, and threaten de- 
ſtruction to the country. He has already loſt 
Battea, and we have intelligence that Comgar Cawn, 
Baboo Cawn, and fome other Chiefs are plundering 
the country about Daoudnagur: the Baugepoor 
Rajahs are alſo aſſembling forces on the other ſide 
of the river, and we daily expect to hear of their 
entering and poſſeſſing themſelves. of their ancient 


domains. 


Whatever was the deſign of thoſe Gentlemen in 
painting in ſuch ſtrong colours the troubled tate of 
the province of Bahar, it could not but have ſome 
weight with the Board, in ſhewing the neceſſity 
of putting an end as ſpeedily as poſſible to our diſ- 
putes with the Nabob, and muſt have afforded a 
convincing argument of the little inclination the 
Nabob could have to protract them, ſince the con- 
_ ſequences ſhewed themſelves ſo fatal to his country, 
and deſtructive to his Government, 

At the ſame time, for the ſake of truth, ir muſt 
be obſerved, that the wor ſtory was without foun- 
| dation, 
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dation, it being well known that the province ne- 
ver enjoyed a ſtate of more perfect tranquillity. 
Not a Zemindar in the country ever lifted up his 
hand againſt the Nabob from the beginning of our 
troubles, and Comgar Cawn in particular, upon 
the firſt call joined him with all his forces. 
Ihe averſion which the Nabob ſhewed to Meſſrs. 
Amyatt and Hay's viſit, is. very apparent through 
every one of his letters, and the reaſon is as ob- 
vious. He was now firmly perſuaded by: Mr. 
'Ellis's conduct, and the approbation it met from 
the Board, that they were reſolved to break with 
him, and he well knew Mr. Amyatt's connee- 
tions with that Gentleman, and his diſaffection 
to himſelf. Thefe circumſtances added to the 
report (which he readily believed) of our forces 
being actually on the march againſt him, made 
him conceive. that the propoſed negociation was 
only a blind to other deſigns, and that Meſſts. 
Amyatt and . were going to and bad opt 


Yon: 


On the oak of 4 a letter arrived from che Na- 
bob, addreſſed to the Cann of which the fol- 
loving} is a ane, | 


© 5. of a Letter from the Naboh e 
e Bl Fi Company. EY 


bt þ (208 ab | Dated 21 1 April 1764 


ra H E W of the ruinous ſtate of Ben- 
a gal, you will have been doubtleſs acquainted 

with, from the writings of Mr. Vanſittart your Go- 

vernor, and the other Gentlemen of the Council: 

| ws fame I will briefly. lay before you. | 


O 2 The 


=. 
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The 'Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, by 


the aſſiſtance of Colonel Clive, became Nazim of 
Bengal; but by reaſon of the infirmities of old 
"age, he was incapable of beſtowing that attention 

[which was neceſſary to the adminiſtration of affairs, 


eſpecially after the death of his ſon, by a ſtroxe 


— 


lightning; when an exceſs of grief and af- 


fiction deprived him of the exerciſe of his reaſon 
and underſtanding, and added to the infirmities of 


* 


At this time the Prince of the empire, whilſt 
his father was yet in poſſeſſion of the throne, by 
reaſon of the Omrah's coming down from Delly, 
arrived in the diſtricts of Patna, and cauſed great 

troubles there. eee 2%; : ann e 
Although Shah Aulumgheer his father wrote 
to Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, to ſend the Prince 
to his preſence; yet as the Prince had no fixed re- 
ſidence, the endeavours of the Nabob aforenamed, 


and of the Engliſh army, were productive of no 
profitable effect, whilſt the revenues of the country 


were entirely obſtructed, and the buſineſs alſo of 
the Company's commerce was much impeded. 
PDuriog this confuſion the Nabob aforementioned 
became indebted about two crore of Rupees to his 
army and the troops of the Company, beſides the 
debt owing to the Sircar of the Company, from the 
Nabob aforenamed, of which, from his extreme 
negligence and want of authority, he was unable to 
diſcharge the * ſmalleſt part; and he was reduced to 
ach, an extremity, that the army ſurrounded and 


_ . tumultuouſly gathered about him every day for 


their arrcars, whilſt the demands of the royal 
treaſury became more preſſing: beſides this, he 


Vas indebted to other merchants, and the Marattas 
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lay at the diſtance of five or, ſix coſs from Moor- 
ſhedabad, increaſing the general diſorder, ard poſ- 
ſeſſing themſelves of the whole country. Upon 
this occaſion, the honour and digniiy of the Nabob 
aforenamed, was openly attacked by the hands of the 
army and other people, who ſurrounded. his houſe, 
and crowded upon, and underneath his walls, loading 
him with opprobrious languages and, raining ſtones 
and bricks upon him. ; 
When 1 ſaw things come to . paſs, and the 
army, and the people, who, from. the proſpect of 
their impending. ruin, had applied themſelves . to 
me, were a little appeaſed; I offered. myſelf as Fl 
curity for the arrears of the army, and l ſatisfied, 
the people; then, by the means of Mr. Haſtings, 
I made known to the Governor, Mr. Vanſittart, 
the extremity to which my honour was reduced, 
the univerſal confuſion which reigned in the Ni- 
Zzamut, that all methods had proved ineffectual, 


93 and that the people and the army had applied them - 


ſelves to me, and therefore 1 defired him to come 
and aſſiſt / t FTTH. ; 
The Governor, Mr. Vaaſictart, ſeeing the diſ- 
orderly ſtate of the Nizamur, and of the currency. 
of the Company's affairs, judged it highly ad- 
viſeable that I ſhould be inveſted with the direction 
of the affairs of the country, and the command of 
the forces of the Nabob aforenamed: with this 
view he came with ſome of his Council to Moor- 
.ſhadabad, and adviſed the Nahob, in theſe terms, 
Do you remain at eaſe and in quiet in the place, 
and entruſt all your affairs to him, who will 
„ ſerve you with his heart and life, and e - 
4 reſtore good order to your country.” | 
The Nabob aforenamed not conſenting to re- 
main at Moorſhedabad, immoveably declared. that 
he would go to Mecca, and accordingly with this 
deſign departed to Calcutta, Where 1 have ever 
Tt | Tax ſince 


| 
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ſince remitted a monthly ſam for his Ges — 
For this cauſe, regarding the welfare of the people, 
and the preſervation of my own” honour and cha- 
racter, which were united with the Nabob afore- 
named, I ſtrenuouſly applied myſelf to the ma- 
nagement and rer of the e of ee 
provinces. 8 
_ "EW Governor, Mr. Vankieart, repreſented- to 
me that the ny ſuffered a great loſs by the 
expences mg” the Engliſh e and he de- 
ſired i" I would aſſign a er of land for their 
pay, and they ſhould attend me, and be of ſervice 
to me. I replied, that I would pay them ready 
money. When he conſented not to this, exclu- 
ſively'of the ready money, effects, lands, and the 
farm of ſalt · petre, given by the Nabob Meer 
Jaffier Cawn, I aſſigned three diſtricts, which pro- 
duced an income of fifty Lacks of Rupees, for the 


Charges of the forces of the Company; that they 


might collect the rents as they ' pleaſed, and apply 
them to the defraying of their expences, and when 
called upon, afford me aſſiſtance: beſides this, I 
furniſhed 'five Lacks of Rupees as an aſſiſtance, 
which was neceſſary for the charges of the Com- 
pany's forces in the ſiege of the fort of Pondicherry; 
alſo twenty Lacks of Rupees, the debt owing from 
the Nabob Meer Mhorhed' r eue; . iris, wr; 
diſcharged. Fe 

At that time, «the trbables caves by the: Prince 
increaſing, I "marched from Moorſhedabad to the 
55 ovince of Bahar, expecting to be aſſiſted by the 

ompany's forces; and as the father of Shah“ Au- 
lam was dead, I addreſſed the Shaw, requeſting, 
that whatever improper meaſures had been taken 
by” [oa Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, war! would e | 
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1 bo al by the Prince on the death of his father. 
: my 


Relative to tbe Diſturbances in BENGAL. 199 


my offences, and the ſums due to the imperial 
Sircar, I would pay: but ſeveral Gentlemen and 
Chiefs of the Company's forces [of whom there 
were at that time many diſmiſſions and changes] 
making certain agreements with the Prince, con- 

ducted him to Patna, and aſſociating with ſome of 
the Muttaſuddies + of the Nizamut, and having 
taken the fort of Patna into their own poſſeſſion, 
they laid me under a heavy expence to my. troops 
for fix months, and ſtrove to throw all my affairs 
into diſorder. By the bleſſing: of Goo, Mr. 
Vanſittart remaining firm to his treaty and agree- 
ment, - called ſeveral Gentlemen from Patna to 
Calcutta, ſo that their - deſigns proved abortive z _ 
and by paying and promiſing, I prevailed upon 
Shah Aulum to return toward the imperial city. 

What 1 have done theſe three years for the wel- 
fare of the people, the care of the country, the 
preſervation of your friendſhip, and the currency 
of your affairs, is as manifeſt as the ſun. There is 
no occaſion for me to write it, and without doubt 
you have been ſufficiently informed of it from the 
addreſſes of your Governor, Mr. Henry Vanfittart. 
The condition of theſe three years, how ſhall I 
write, and what J have ſuffered, and yet ſuffer, 
from the hands of ſeveral Gentlemen. - The flame 
of enmity every day riſes higher: Whatever they 
pleaſe they do, binding and carrying away my 
Officers; whatever comes in their mouths they 
ſpeak, and they. place guards pen. my bouſes and 

18 

On any 80 goods imported, I have. never 
troubled them for one Rupee; and ſuch of the 
moſt valuable commodities of the country as they 
have bought and carried to other ports, have 
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paſſed in like manner, without any demand from 
me for duties upon them: yet not contented with 
this extenſive trade in all articles free from duties, 
they carry on a trade in many things not cuſ- 
tomary; ſuch as dried fiſh, ſtraw, bamboos, beetle- 
nut, ſalt, tobacco, timbers, and other trifling ar- 
ticles, which uſed to afford the means of ſubſiſtence 
to the poor and indigent in the country, nor are 
fit for exportation, nor can produce any profit to 
the Company; and for their own trade and ad · 
vantage they raiſe diſputes. 

By ſuch means the poor, and the 11 of 
the country were reduced to, and ſtill continue in 
ruin and miſery. Of all theſe matters I wrote re- 
TR to the Governor, Mr. Vanfittart. Altho' 

did not conſider, nor do juſtice ro the poor, 
nor redreſs their oppreſſions, yet for my fake he 
came to me, and agreeing to a ſmall duty on goods 
bought and ſold in the country, he returned to Cal- 
cutta. But ſeveral gentlemen of the Council not 
regarding the words or acts of the Governor, pro- 
ceeded to improper and unbecoming meaſures, and 
fixed the root of enmity ſo deep, that there was no 
reſource left in Bengal, and the diſorders of the Ni- 
zamut are daily encreaſing. Whatever I ſay or write 
upon this occaſion theſe gentlemen will not conſi- 
der, nor do me juſtice. Diſregarding the treaty and 
good name of the Company, they deſire not to ab- 
ſtain from hurting their own character with the 
Company, nor to abide by our agreement. 

Bot I have one hope yet left in the juſtice of the 
Company, fince in the preſence of the Company 
the iniquity of any one, whether relation or ſtran- 
ger, ſervant or friend, meets not with countenance ; 
and ſuch practices as tend to the ſubverſion cf the 
country. and the ruin of the inhabitants, will, up- 
on no account, be N of of you. _ 

| e ly, 
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edly, on hearing theſe things, you will graciouſly 
befriend: me, and I, for my own part, ever atten- 
tive to the friendſhip, the confirmation of the uni- 
on, and the obſervance of the treaty and agreement 
with the Company, which I have in my hands un- 
der the ſeal of the Company, do remain and will 
continue in quiet and forbearance to the utmoſt of 
my power: I have that reliance on your friend- 
ſhip and benevolence, that you will, in the ſtrict- 
eſt manner, enjoin the Chiefs of the army, and 
the gentlemen that reſide in or may come into thoſe 
parts, to aſſiſt and befriend me according to the 
treaty and agreement, nor in contradiction thereto, 

to labour at introducing diſorders into the country, 


7 and amongſt the inhabitants. 


It is proper that you grant me an anſwer to this 
addreſs, that hereafter J may have a written pledge 
of your affection and kindneſs to ſhew to theſe gen- 
tlemen, that your affairs and mine may be con- 
ducted in a proper manner. In this view I ſhall 
uſe my endeavours, and labour with my heart and 
life in promoting the ſucceſs of your affairs. . 

If you refuſe me this, this province, on which 
your commerce and my Nizamut depend, will be 
one entire ſcene of ruin and miſery, without any re- 
ſource left; and with the payments to the Royal 
Treaſury, the charges of the army, and other ne- 
ceſſary expences, I ſhall be involved in inextricable 
diſtreſſes. For your information I have repreſented 
a this. What more ſhall I trouble you with) 

May the degree of "mY wealth and e be 
for ever ane 
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D gu — * the gth of May e e received the ale 


lowing Letter from tbe C and e at 


Patna. 
E. have received — Aden of the 1 ath in- 


ſtant, with the reſolutions of the — 


which, as far as we can comprehend them, will not 
allow us to conſtrue any act of the Nabob as hes 


ſtile, although ever ſo greatly tending to our ruin, 


but are to wait until we have notice from you of a 
rupture being declared. Who there may be to re- 


ceive your commands, is hard to ſay, but moſt _ 


neicher any of us, nor of the parry now 
here, as we ſhall clearly. evince. 


We have had-intelligence, (not from — 


chat if the army ſhould come from Calcutta, the 
Nabob intends "marching here to attack us, in 
which caſe he will certainly remove our dauks, and 
cut off all communication by that channel. It will 
be the third day of his march before we can receive 
certain advice of it, and a ſingle coſſid will be 
twelve days reaching Calcutta, provided he meets 
with no impediment; but it is more probable, that 
at ſuch a juncture he never gets there, and till 
more ſo; that _ anſwer never reaches us, How 
then are we to act? 

This factory, it is * . is not n 
if attacked from the city, and to abandon it will, 


amongſt many other evils, give ſuch a ſhock to. the 


ſpirit of our troops as may induce the greateſt part 
of our Seapoys (in whom our principal ſtrength con- 
fiſts) to deſert us and go to the Nabob, where they 


are better inſured of ſucceſs, and will meet with 


ample encouragement, which has not been ſpared 
even when there was no appearance of a rupture, 
to thoſe who — deſert with their arms. Ano- 
ther 


— 
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ther ſubſtantial reaſon why we cannot leave the fac- 
tory is, our having put our ammunition, for it's 
greater ſecurity, in the lower part of the houſe, The 
magazine, where it before lay, being liable to be 
* blown up by a common rocket. 
But let us ſuppoſe for a moment, that on the Na- 
bob's marching againſt us we quit the factory, and 
take poſt, Are we to ſacrifice our ſurgeons and 
ſick, who reſide in the city? For it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that they will be permitted to come out, or if 
they could, the ſituation of moſt of them is ſuch, 
that their being brought into the air will be attend- 
ed with certain death. When we have fortified our- 
ſelves in this poſt, our affairs are not at all mended, 
for the Nabob has only to ſurround and ftarve us, 
whilſt: we, dying by inches, ſit waiting for your 
orders, which can never arrive but with the army, 
which at ſooneſt will be forty days after his march 
from Mongheer. How are we to ſubſiſt all this 
time? The. Nabob ſeizes all proviſions coming 
from Bengal, and ſuch is the ſcarcity here, that had 
it not been for the gunge, which ſo much . pains 
was taken to aboliſh, we had long ere now been 
obliged to take up arms to procure our daily ſuſte- 
nance. But was there plenty, we have not a Ru- 
pee to purchaſe it; with the utmoſt difficulty we 
have ſcraped money together to pay our troops for 
theſe two months paſt, and at this time have not 
ſufficient to diſcharge a fourth part of the demands 
that will be upon us in a few days, although we oy 
acquainted you of the lowneſs of our caſh as long | 
ago as the 2d of February. So Dara, 
This part, 'tis true, runs no riſk from the Na- 
bob, provided we are allowed to act, and make 
the moſt of every advantage that may offer; but if 
our hands are tied, our deſtruction becomes inevi- 
table. Such a body as this muſt ever act ag 
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and vigorouſly,” and nip the defigns of the enemy 


in the bud. *Tis by ſuch conduct only that they 


can hope to preſerve themſelves, and ſurely it is juft 
and laudable to make uſe of every means Provi- 
dence has put in our power, to defeat the attacks of 
a cruel and faichleſs enemy. 

Our ſafety lies in maſtering the city by a coup de 
main before the Nabob gets into it, for afterwards 
it may be impracticable, and the conſequence of 
our acting on the defenſive any where but in the 
city, we have already pointed out. Our diſtance 
from Calcutta is very great, and whenever the Na- 
bob marches this way, our communication will be 
cut off, and moſt probably not n but by your 


If therefore we ſhould obey nature's firſt Jaw, we 
hope we ſhall not be found culpable, though it 
may-not perfectly coincide with your orders. 

We cannot conclude without obſerving to you, 
. we think we have no ways merited the diffi- 
dence you expreſs, nor given the leaſt reaſon even 
to ſuſpect that we would involve the Company in a 
war, by any raſh and unprecedented ſtep: we ra- 
ther think that we have given proof of a contra- 
ry diſpoſition, in bearing the many inſults we have 
received, particularly fince Mindy Aly Cawn has 
been appointed Naib here, whoſe people have even 
dared to abuſe, and call us opprobrious names 3 
from the walls. 

We ſhall be as far as any to whom the mnandge- 
ment of the "Company's affairs are entruſted, from 
bringing them into difficulties, but when it is real- 
ly ne-efary; ſhall endeavour to act with a ſpirit 
that becomes ſubjects of Britain, and ſervants of 
| the greateſt commercial body. 

Your letters are always one, and en two * 
* in date n any others * Calcuita, which 


2 gives 
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| gives the Nabob a great advantage in point of intel- 
ligence. We therefore requeſt you will order them - 
to be 2 11225 wich che We expedition. | 


E 5 cn 97 a Letter from the Nabob to the 


W 1 
Dated the 24 of May 1763. 


Lire received with pleaſure your friendly letter. 
You write that << in the ſame manner as the 
© writers of news and incendiary reports, had 
_ « falſely informed me forces were diſpatched by 
% land and water, and through woods and moun- 
« tains; they muſt have wrote upon the af- 
« fair of the Seets, that the Engliſh forces had been 
« difpatched through their inſtigations, and that 
e thoſe gentlemen were aſſociated with the Engliſh, 
4 for which cauſe they muſt have fallen under my 
C diſpleaſure. You write. alſo that you' underſtood 
« from Mr. Amyatr's letters that Mahomed Tucky 
Can having taken the ſame gentlemen from their 
„ houſe, had placed them in Herajeel. The news 
* of this procedure had greatly amazed you, be- 
« cauſe at the time that I fat in the Mufnud of the 
« Nizamut, I, yourſelf, and the Scets were join- 
by ed, and it was agreed that theſe being the princi- 
4 men of the country, it was proper to carry 
„ on the management of affairs thro? their means. 
And allo at the time you came to Mongheer, 
you ſaid all that was to be ſaid concerning them; 
and now to carry them away with ſuch indigni- 
ties is unbecoming ; this procedure is a diminu- 
<'tion of my character, and breach of faith be- 
e tween you * myſelf, and will give a public re- 
< proach to your good name and my own; ſuch 
. 4 diſgrace was never offered to them in the Go- 
<6) verament of any former Nazim; their buſineſs is 
3 | 65 wy 


206 ORIGINAL PAPERS: 


only commerce, nor have they ever aſſumed any 
* concern in the affairs of the Government; and 
«* you deſire that I will write to Meer Syed Maho- 
* med Cawn Bahadre to releaſe them, that they 
may return to their own houſe,” “. 


Sir, your forces have not marched to Lucky- 
poor, neither have they entered Dacca, nor have 
they gone to Rungamattey, or Rungpoor, and 
where have they not committed violence, and what 
place or what diſtricts are free from them? And 
what day paſſed that the dependents and compa- 
nies of the Engliſh at Ghyretty and Calcutta do not 
raiſe reports of war and tumults, and troops march- 
ing from every quarter to Mongheer and Patna? 

That you write that the Hircarahs and writers of 
news write falſehoods. The Hircarahs of neceſſity 
EEE then hear...” eg x 
And in the affair of the Scets, no. perſon has to 
this time ever wrote any thing, nor ſpoken to me 
Now that you write to me with all theſe ſpecious 
pretences, it is as manifeſt as the ſun, that under 
the Government of every Nazim of Bengal till 
now, Omichund (for inſtance) and every other de- 
pendent of the Engſiſh, and thoſe gentlemen too 
attended on the Nazim, and aſſiſted in the affairs 
of the Sircar, at the ſame time that they carried 
on their mercantile concerns. Gop be praiſed that 
vou yourſelf write that I ſaid, © Theſe gentlemen 
are of conſequence, it is proper to carry on my 
* affairs with their intervention. For theſe three 
years that I have borne this burthen, and have re- 
peatedly wrote to thoſe gentlemen to carry, on their 
own buſineſs, and aſſiſt in the affairs of the Niza- 
mut, they paid not the leaſt regard to my. ſum- 
mons, and have put a ſtop. to all their mercantile 
buſineſs, and have done all they could to * the 
play *a Pe affairs 
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affairs of the Nizamut into confuſion, and treating 
me as an enemy and outlaw, they refuſed to come. 
Now that I have ſent my people and brought 
them hither, it was not becauſe they were intrigue- 
ing with the Engliſh, &c. but for the management 
of ſuch of my affairs as indiſpenſibly required it. 
Since the beginning this was agreed upon between 
us, that theſe gentlemen, &c. ſhould always attend 
on the Nazim, and carry on both the buſineſs of 
the Nizamut and their own. 
As to your writing to me in this manner, and 
knitting your brows without reaſon, and treating 
the covenants and treaties which are between us 
like children's play, breaking entirely through 
them, if you have not any kind of connection with 
them, what other conſtruction can I deviſe for this ? 
Whilſt your people drag and carry away my au- 
mils, and keep them in confinement, in this unjuſ- 
tifiable inſolence of your people, which is overſet- 
ting the treaty between us, there is no diminution 
of character nor breach of faith, nor cauſe of re- 
proach between us, neither is any violation of the 


treaty in this. But when I ſummon a man who is 
my oven dependent, the treaty is broke, and my 


adminiſtration becomes weak, and my name ſuffers 
in the ſight of every one, but particularly in yours. 
O gracious Gop! This is a matter of aſtoniſhment 
Which my underſtanding cannot reach. 

In a word, that theſe gentlemen from the firſt 
922 Ay ſwore and agreed, That wherever my life 
was, their life was, and where my buſineſs was, 
: their buſineſs was.  Gop be praiſed that this 
is a fact known to all the world. Now I have 
brought them to this place, that they may always 
be with me, and attend to my nn and their 
on, according to cuſtom. 

I know not whether what you write in behalf of 
chele Gentlemen be by way: of interceſſion for them, 


„ .. or 


* 
| 

: 

| 

; 

{ 

; 


the ſame to his own 
tributed at this time to male him the leſs reliſh 
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or whether their names are included in out former - 


treaty, which you have recourſe to when you 


charge me with breach of faith, and violation of 
former agreements ;. and reproach me with weak- 


. neſs and a bad name. Goo be praiſed that I have 
ſent for them with no other deſign than for the 
currency of buſineſs, and for their continuance in 


one place, nor, as in the caſe of Fukkooruttojar, 


have ſeized any perſon unjuſtly, nor charged my 
conſcience with the unjuſt death of any man. If 


vou are reſolved to put miſconſtructions on every 


proper and rightful action, I am utterly without 


remedy; but if you regard equity, this matter is 


not of ſuch conſequence as to give un on ſo 


n contention and reproach. es 


un the Nabob's band writing. go 
cies choogh! it is agreed by the treaty e 


us, that I ſhould. never ſay any thing in behalf of 
the ſervants and dependants of the Company, nor 
vou Gentlemen interfere in behalf of the ſervants 
and dependants of the Nizamut, yet you, Gentle- 
men, have regarded all this as utterly obliterated, 
and in contradiction thereto, perſiſt in the viola- 
tion of the treaty, and deſire to raiſe 8 name 
and your: —— * am \Fentedileſs.." 4 


The Nabob bad — ene himſelf ich fo 

moch acrimony, nor betrayed the vehemence! of 
his reſentment ſo ſtrongly, as in this letter, which 
ſeems to have been dictated from a ſenſe, of the 
deepeſt: injuries. --1t: muſt be confeſſed, the pro- 
vocation was ſufficient. to draw ſuch: a recrimina- 
tion from the Nabob, upon the little account which 
we made of ſcizing and impriſoning his Officers, 


whilſt we were ſo ready. to reproach him for doing 
nts. - But what con- 


ws „ A = tw 8 ÞXX&Xm co. cc. aca 
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our remonſtrance, was the news that he had' juſt 
received of the ſeizure of Mahomed Aly, which 
in conſequence of our orders to the Chief and Coun- 
cil of Dacca they had effected, happily without op- 
poſition, and immediately ſent him priſoner to Cal - 
cutta, This treatment (however merited) of an 
Officer of ſuch conſequence, affected the Nabob 
more than all that had paſſed, nor could he men- 
tion it with temper in any of his. letters after this 


On the zoth of May we received the following 
letter from | Mefirs. Amyatt and Hay, containing 
an account of their firſt interview with the Nabob. 


Fg. Copy of a Letter from Meſſrs. Amyatt 
and Hay, to the Governor and Council. 


| Dated+18 May 1763. 
FTE waited on the Nabob "the 15th; to ac-! 


quaint him of our reſolutions. In con- 
verſing on the different articles, we found it im- 
poſſible to diſcourſe ſeparately on them, and he 
defired us to write down what we had to ſay to 
him; we delivered to him a Perſian tranſlate we had 
made of our inſtructions. The ſame being read, 
he defired we would leave it with him, as alſo the 
Firmaunds, &c. which we acquieſced to. The 
next evening he ſent his Moonſhy, Hafiz Iſſara 
Cawn to us, to defire we would ſign that Perſian 
tranſlate, or draw out a liſt of ſuch demands as we 

were commiſſioned to get complied wich; which 
we accordingly did, and ſent it to him ſigned and 
ſcaled, copy of which is here inſerted. . 
We again waited on him this morning, to deſire 
his anſwer if he would comply with theſe articles, 
and give us the ſatisfaction required. He replied, 
it would take up ſome time to conſider on them, 
. P EE: 
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and deſired two days to give his anſwer. We had 
a good deal of converſation with him on different 
ſabj-&s, in which it appeared he had conſidered 
| himſelf as in a ſtate of war with us for fome time 
| paſt, and had iſſued orders and made preparations 
accordingly, which has been the cauſe of ſome of 
the interruptions and inſults our people have met 
with lately, and moſt of the others he ſaid had been 
occaſioned by Mr. Vaoſittart's letter, which he hi- 
therto looked upon as a treaty the Governor had 
been authorized to enter into with him, which cau- 
ſed him to ſend thoſe: orders over the country to 
his Aumils, the executing of which we now ſo 
much complain of. We remarked to him many 
of thoſe interruptions we had laboured under be- 
fore that letter.. | ET + 
As far as we can judge from our laſt converſa- 
tion, he ſeems ſomewhat convinced that our inten- 
tions are not hoſtile, as long as he docs not at- 
tempt to infringe our rights (of which we have 
uſed our beſt endeavours to perſuade him,) and 
gives us ſatisfaction for the loſſes ſuſtained by in- 
fſults oſſered to the Engliſh by his Officers in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. This we are in hopes 
de will comply with, though he makes great uſe 
of the argument of his having acted by Mr. Van- 
Rttart's agreement. We cannot write you at pre- 
ſent with certainty of his intentions, but hope to 
"ade fb otzxxt 4 ooo on ani, 
We ſhall again wait on him ſor a further conver- 
fation on the many articles he is to. comply with, 
before the time appointed by him for giving his 
. anſwer, to endeavour further to convince. him of 
the reaſonableneſs of them, when we ſhall mention 
to him the moving our Troops to Patna, which 
bitherto we have declined on account of his ſul- 
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This letter afforded ſome hopes that the Nabob 
would ſubmit | to the demands, and thus our. diſ- 
putes be ended. But it appeared from his letters 
afterwards, that his diſpoſition. for peace was little 
aſſiſted by his converſation with Meſſrs. Amyatt 
and Hay, who inſtead of allowing room for ne go- 
tiation, or ſhewing an equal willingneſs to hear and 
redreſs his grievances, perſiſted only in requiring a, 
determinate anſwer to their own demands, Which 
might as well have been inſiſted on by letter from 
Calcutta, without putting them to the riſk, or 
trouble of ſo long a journey. The Nabob com- 
plained much of this proceeding,. and by ſome paſ- 
ſages in his letters, appears to have been as little 
pleaſed with the haughty ſtile in which they ad- 
dreſſed him. Whilſt they in their turn retorted the 
ſame complaint upon him. But what were the Na- 
bob's real intentions at this time, whether to ſub- 
mit to neceſſity and ſign the articles, or by reject - 
jag them refer our differences to the chance of war, 
Feen cw dods lf 57 0: at ogter 
G 5.—— Whilſt our affairs were in this critical 
ſuſpence, a very unlucky circumſtance happened, 
Which gave a tura to the ſcale, and threw. every 
thing back into confuſion, Some boats laden with 
arms for our troops at Patna, which had. been diſ- 
patched about two months before, paſſing by Mon- 
gheer, were ſtopt there by the guards. Meſſrs, 
Amyatt and Hay demanded their releaſe; but the 
Nabob looking upon this as a freſh proof of our 
defign to hreak with him, and natural y concluding 
that theſe arms were to be employed againſt him- 
ſelf, refuſed to part with them unleſs our forces 
were removed from Patna; declaring, that whilſt. 
they continued there, employed as they had always 
been to intimidate the Officers of the Government, 
and ſcreen the violences and oppreſſions of Mr. El- 
Is, he could put no e in our: profeſſions., 


ops 
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At the ſame time, as a proof that his view in the 
demand was only to prevent the ill uſe he knew 
Mr. Ellis would make of thoſe forces, he offered 
as an alternative, that they ſnould continue there, 
provided that Mr. Ellis was recalled, and either 
Mr. Amyatt, Mr. M*Gwire, or Mr. Haſtings ap- 
pointed Chief in his room ; otherwiſe he declared, 
that the detachment might be ordered down to 
Mongheer for his ſervice and aſſiſtance, according 
to the terms of our original treaty. In ſhort he 
pretended, that the only object he aimed at was to 
obviate the miſchievous deſigns of Mr. Ellis, by 
depriving him of the means of effeting them. 
The firit advice that we received of this affair, 
was in a letter from Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay, of 
the 26th of May, which incloſed at the ſamè time 
the Nabob's reply to the demands of the Board, 
and was confirmed by their letters of the 29th and 
3 iſt of the ſame month. _ 
Theſe letters, with cranſlations- of the deans 
preſented to the Nabob, with his reply a 
are here inſerted,” - - | 


Ears of a Latte 1. Me fs. PER ant 
1 to the Governor and Cauncil. 4 


Dated 26th May 176g. 


WE: E have not ſeen the Nabob theſe four days, 
he being indiſpoſed, which cauſed us to im- 
portune him by letters for an anſwer to the ſeveral 
demands you ordered us to inſiſt on his complying 
with. This morning he ſent it by Nobit Roy, 
which we now incloſe you. We had before flat- 
tered ourſelves he intended giving us a favourable 
one, though he all along continued to inſiſt on our 
people being the aggreſſors, (and complained of 
our . his Aumils, 2 he was always m— 
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to redreſs our grievances) without entering in- 
to juſt arguments, but confining it to occurrences 
lately happened ſince his orders iſſued in conſe- 
quence of Mr. Vanſittart's letters; but he ſeemed 
to agree by his converſation, that the method we 
now wanted our buſineſs to go on in, properly ob- 
ſerved, was juſt, and to appearance he was free from 
apprehenſions of our wanting to quarrel with him; 
but we now muſt conjecture this behaviour was 
only to delay time for ſome purpoſe or other. 

The boats with the arms for Patna arrived here 
yeſterday, and were ſtopt by the Nabob's Chokey. 
We immediately applied for. their releaſe by letter, 
and gave them a duſtuck mentioning they contain- 
ed arms, which they have kept, and the boats ſtill 
continue detained, The Nabob promiſed an an- 
ſwer by Nobit Roy this morning, who ſaid they 

were detained for having arms in them. | 

- The letter written him ro-day we have ſent, hop- 
ing it will have ſome effect on his mind, reflecting 

that our going away muſt neceſſarily bring on a 
rupture, to prevent which, it may make him bear- 
ken to reaſon, and he may till be brought to com- 
pliy with the articles required; therefore, if he de- 
fires us to ſtay, and releaſes the boats, we ſhall 
continue here till ſuch time as we receive your or- 
ders how we are to act in cafe of his non compli- 
ance with any or every article; but if he continues 
the hoſtile action of detaining the arms, we ſhall 
move from hence either toward Bengal or Patna, 
as moſt convenient, if we have reaſon to ſuſpect his 
Wege to ſtop us. | 


11 5: — Copy 75 the Dead 8 2 Me rs. 
| Amyatt and Hay 1 the Nabob. | 


We have already pointed out to your Excellen- 
£y's the We of our right to a free trade through- 
z : out 


2% ORIGINAL PAPERS 


out the provinces, and the independency of our 
people upon the Country Government, founded 
upon the Royal Firmaund, &c. atteſted copies of 
which we have laid before your Excellency, as well 
2as the hearty reſolution of the Board to 
you in your government with all its advantages, as 
long as you do not attempt to infringe the privi- 
leges of the Engliſh. We now proceed 
to your deſire, to draw out a writing of the de- 
mands we are com miſſioned to make from the whole 
| . 7 and under their hands and feals. - 
aft, That your Excellency do annul the treaty 
you made with Mr. Vanfircarr, and recal the ſe- 
veral artefted copies of it, which were oirculated 
together with your Parwana in conſequence there- 
-of, to the ſeveral aumils of your „ wg rg 
Forming them of its being void- ent 
224, That teparation be made for the loſſes ſuſ- 
_ *fained by the Engliſh, both before the ſaid treat 
was made, and after it, by the ſtoppage of chelt 
buſineſs, and the ni prin: of uw lere 4 
8. 111 
3a, That the nde due; by voor . 
— for the exemption of all duties for the ſpace 
of two years, be immediately annulled, and all du- 
ties collected as before, as it in a great meaſure de- 
-prives the | Engliſh of the advantages, which the 
tenor of the Royal Firmaund has ever entitled them 
to above other merchants, and is entirely repug- 
nant to their intereſt, and prejudicial to the good 
harmony which ought to ſubſiſt between Your _ 
cellency and the Engliſh. 8 | 
_ 4th, That diſputes between the Engliſh and the 
ndents of your: Government be adjuſted in 
the following manner, viz. At all thoſe Aurungs 
which are adjacent to, or under the management 
of the ſubordinate factories, the Gomaſtahs in caſe 
Menn injured any * dn of the Go- 


| vern 1 wh 
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vernment or their dependents, ſhall firſt make the 
application for redreſs in writing to the Officer of 
the Government reſiding on the ſpot, from whom 
if he does not receive immediate fatisfa&tion, he 
ſhall ſend his complaint to the Chief of the neareſt 
factory, who ſhall be empowered to take cogniz- 
ance of the ſame, and demand 'and exact (if neceſ- 
ſary) the ſatisfaction which the caſe may require. 

But that ir is to be underſtood in reſpect of weav- 
ers pykars, and all others who receive advances of 
money for goods to be provided, or are indebted 
for goods bought, the Gomaſtahs ſhall retain their 
power as uſual to call ſuch debtors to account. On 
the other hand, where the Government's people 
ſhall have reaſon ro complain againſt the Engiiſh 
Gomaſtah or Agent, they ſhall give the ſajd Agent 
or Gomaſtah notice of the complaint in writing, re- 
quiring and recommending it to him to ſettle it in 
an amicable and equitable manner; and in caſe the 
Agent or Gomaſtah refuſes or neglects to ſettſe it 
in ſuch manner as ſhall appear reaſonable to the Go- 
vernment's Officer, he ſhall then tranſmit” an ae- 
count of it to the Chief of the neareſt Engliſh fae- 
tory, and deliver a copy of the ſaid account to the 
Gomaſtah; and the Chief of the factory is hereby 
required to examine ſtrictly into the affair, and de- 
cide it according to juſtice, giving a copy of his de- 
termination to the Officer of the Government who 
made the complaint. That the gentlemen of the 
ſubordinates ſhall keep a regiſter of ſuch com- 
plaints, with the decifions paſt on them, a copy 
whereof ſhall be forwarded monthly to the Pre- 
With reſpe& to the diſtant places where trade is 
carried on, ſuch as Rungpoor, Purnea, Gualpara, 
and Rungamatty, there is at preſent no Reſidence 
on the part of the Company, but the ſituation of 
the former being fuch as will make it convenient 

4 ſor 
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for examining the complaints, and deciding the diſ- 


putes which may happen in moſt of theſe places, 
we have accordingly appointed a een to re- 
ſide there for that purpoſe. 

5th, That a gentleman on the part of the En- 
glith do always reſide at your Durbar, by whom all 
tranſaQtions between your Excellency and the En- 
gliſn will be carried on in future, and that he be 

uainied with, and approve all orders which are 
to be iſſued chrougb. the country relative to the 
Engliſh. 

6th, That Jagheery Sunnuds be granted to the 
Company for their lands of Burdwan, Midnapoor, 
and Chittagong. 
thb, That your Excellency do iſſue peremptory 


orders to the Shroffs and others, for effecting the 


* 


currency of the rupees coined in our mint, and for 


our coining three lacks of rupees annually in each 
of the min:s of Dacca and Patna. | 


- -$8th, That the money diſburſed by Mahomed 
Riza Cawn, in the expedition of Tippara, out of 
the revenues of Chittagong, after that 2 was 


made over to the Company, be reimburſed. 


. . gth, A public and exemplary puniſhment is re- 
quired ta be inflicted on Laulſhaw, the Comman- 
der of the troops from Tekarry, belonging to your 


Excellency, who attacked a Subadar and fifty Sea- 
Tor belonging to the Engliſh, declaring that he 


had the Nabob's orders to cut every. Engliſh Sea- 
_ pay to pieces, wherever they were —_— z and that 

the ſaid puniſhment. be inflicted befare our depar- 
ture from hence, f 
lioth, That the Seets be releaſed, and mittel 5 

to go where they pleaſe unmbleſtet. 

._ 11th, That your Excellency do give us an ex- 
Þ; anſwer to the above demands, and with all 
tog yenient expedition iſſue * orders agreeable 
, br derer, 
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thereto, ſo that the Engliſh buſineſs may be freed 


from the pie which it now labour under. 


] [6 c of the Nabob's Replies to Me 2 Amyatt' 
3 ant Flay” s Demands, 


As 1 have nothing to do with cuſtoms or r duties 
on any kind of goods, from any merchant what» 
ever, and have. wholly . exempted them for two 
years to come, ye may engage in whatever trade 
you pleaſe, nor will any one meddle or interfere 
therein. After the time of exemption is expired. 
every Officer will again interfete for dutics, then 
ye will prove your rights from em &c. ag | 
will anſwer; you. 


: ::4it6 The Governor's : agreement was never re 


garded by me; and an order is now going to 
my Officers, that copies of the writing he gave 
me, whereſcever they appear, are null and void. 

2d, What does it matter? The loſs that S 
„ in the revenues due to my Nizamut, on ac- 
count of you gentlemen, ſettle with me for that, 
and I am ready to ſettle the loſs that it can be prov- 
ed the Company ſuffered in their bulineſs Fwough 
my Officers. 

3 The profit and advantage that has ever uſed 
to acctue to the Company, now for my own part 
I covet none of it. The diſtinction of the Com- 
pany is what it has been; but do you examine my 
papers, and ſee that in the Chucla of Houghly, 
Dacca, and Patna, &c. thirty or forty lacks ef ru- 
pces is the annual amount of the taxation ariſing 
from theſe leſſer receipts. of cuſtoms for theſe two 
or three years paſt, what have I received? . Nay 
have I not paid the expences of thoſe three diſtricts 
and other offices out of my own pocket? Beſides 
all this, your folks have proceeded againſt. my Of- 
1 wich the utmoſt indigaity, and carried them 

away 


7 
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away into confinement. Although I have again 
und again wrote to you on this head, and adviſed 
you thereof, it availed not at all, nor did you con- 
cern yourſelves about it. As I perceived there. was 
no redreſs for me, and on the contrary I ſuffered 
the greateſt indignities and inſults from your hands, 
for the ſake of recovering your friendſhip, having 
no other remedy, I preferred my own loſs, and 
have taken off all cuſtoms whatever. 

4th, Whenever the Chiefs and Gomaſtahs of 
your factories interrupt not my people and the de- 
pendents on the Government, my Officers alſo will 
not interfere with the weavers, pykars, and others 
- uſually dependant on your factory. And when we 
ſhall agree on both ſides to act in this manner, for 
what will my Officers cauſeleſsly commit injuries 
againſt you? You write that the Chiefs of your 
factories will ſettle diſputes. You have never 
brought an Officer of this Government before a 
Chief of a factory for ſettling any matter in my ad- 
miniſtration until now. At preſent, if contrary to 
cuſtom you are purpoſed to overthrow my influ- 
ence and authority in the countries of Bengal, &c. 
it is a means of deſtroying our friendſhip. © There 
never has been a factory of yours at Rungpoor, 
and the power too, which ye have given to the 

Chief ye would have raiſed there, of hearing and 
determining all cauſes in the country round about, 
is altogether foreign to any agreement or grant you 
have. If ye are reſolved to act contrary to all 
agreement, how will authority and influence be 
kept there? and my Officers being there is altoge- 
ther needleſs. Wherefore thoſe places whither you 
are to ſend Chiefs, and to direct the admmiſtration 
of all cauſes, and the magiſtrature in ſuch a man- 
ner, you ought firſt to adviſe me of, for the re- 
moval of my Officers, that I may call them thence 
and deliver che buſineſs of the place into your 
WT 3 hands, 
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hands, becauſe from there being two rulers in the 
ſame diſtrict, the country and inhabitants are ruit- 
ed and oppreſſed.” 
_ "th, Whenever we have end dog ether to our 
money ſatisfaction, there will be no neceſſity for 
y dy 4 y remaining at my Court, as a fingle let- 
rp ele two of tikee years paſt has oem for 
every thing that has happened. © Oh 
Stb, In the treaty between us, Ait mal Mbe 
been mentioned, either for the expence'sf the Com- 
Ppiny*s'troops' or a a Ager, | vr perform ac- 
cordinglx. 4 
4th,” The Teuchser bag from all the provinces 
ate received in Sunnaut Rupees. The payment of 
my troops is alſo in the Tame” ſpecies,” : well as all 
other charges of the Nizamut, great or ſmall; ant 
I have never moleſted any one for the revenues in 
Sicca Rupees, coined either at Moorſhedabad, 
"Patna, or Calcutta. Moreover, fhroffs and met- 
chants are no one's ſervants, bur for the fake of a 
mall profit, deal one” with the other. Let 8 | 
man of his own fancy buy and fell whatever ; 
Pleaſes, I mall interrupt no one. 
-$th, All the money that Mahomed Net Cawn 
had collected from Chittagong ſince it had been 
made over to the Company, ĩs paid into cheir caſh, 
as I have your receipt for it. 
9th, In the diſtricts dependent on he Nizamut, 
be pleaſed to Tee an account of the very many of 
my people plundered and maſſacred by your folks. 
When ye ſhall have given ſatisfaction for the whole, 
and puniſhed your folks accordingly, T'will i imme 
diately ſend for Laul-Shaw whereſoe' ver he may 
although he is no ſervant of mine, and have him 
properly pynĩſhed before you two gentlemen. 
© Toth, It has ever been a cuſtom for the Seets to 
attend upon the Nazim. At this time, on account 
of the infinuations of evil ſpeakers, they were be- 
| come 
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come miſtruſtful of me, and afraid to come near 
me, therefore I ſent for them hither. Whereſoever 


I am to be, there alſo' will theſe gentlemen be, 
2 to cuſtom, and have their bulinels carried 


* ith, The Company 's ” nl to their 15 


was evident to all men. I alſo thought you do 
what you ſay, and do not go back from your 
word. At preſent it ſeems as though you keep 
neither promiſe nor treaty for a ſingle year, nay, a 

month or a day. Now that you have written and 
brought me theſe demands, what article of them 
reſts upon me, that you require a public writing of 


me? 1 have not by any means broken my word; 


ye receded from your promiſe, and fain woul 
again make a new treaty and agreement. It "a 
neceſſary too, that what, will make me eaſy, be 


conſidered i in the treaty. If you allow me the ma- 


nagement of the Nizamut, leave in Patna and other 
places the people neceſſary for conducting the buſi · 


neſs of your factory, as you formerly ke to do, and 
troops and Seapoys wherever ſta- 


remove all Engliſh 
tioned. I ſhall never be backward in promoting and 
PM the buſoeſs that ibn concerns * 


N and Hay to the Board. 
Dated May 29th, 1763 


boats with the arms, neither doth, he ſhew the leaſt 
confidence in what we ſay; and declares (at the 
ſame time hinting to us the former reſolution) he 
ſhall not place any in us till we remove the detach- 


ment from ** to Mongheer. 


K 5. HO ER of 2 Baro, At 2 


OTWEFASTANDIE NG: our repeated temon- 
ſtrances to his Excellency, ſetting forth: the 
2 of the action, he has not yet releaſed the 


We 


ä 
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We beg leave to offer it as our opinion, that the 

having troops intended to be quartered in this pro- 
vince, ſtationed here, agreeable to his requeſt, 

would be very adviſeable, but cannot be thought 

of itill ſuch time as he complies with our demands, 
as it is probably made by caprice, or with deſigns 


on 1 a Letter from Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay 
| | to the Board. 49 


Dated 31ſt May, 1763. 


AE edc is a e of our laſt, ade? 

the 29th inſtant,” on which day we ſent you 

a . — made out here, which we imagined might 

be uſeful in carrying on our correſpondence in caſe 

of a rupture; a copy of the ſame was likewiſe ſor- 
warded to Mr. Ellis at Patna. 

Whatever we urge to his Excelleney in regard to 
the releaſe of the boats with arms, or the neceſſity 
of his placing a proper confidence in us; his gene- 
ral reply is, that we have ſeized his aumils, that 
the words of the Engliſh are not to be truſted, and 
that he will not releaſe the boats till ſuch time as 
we remove our troops from Patna, either to this 
place or to Calcutta. Although he will take no 
ſtep towards a reconciliation, or to give us ſatisfac - 
tion, yet he, upon all occaſions. mentions his deſire 

peace; in ſhort, his aim ſeems t to be 9 
to gain dme. 


A560 the ſame time * e following teuer vere 
received from 2 Nabob. 
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L 5. — Gap of Letter from the Naob . 
a kr Governor. ae 


I this time Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay being 
arrived here, have delivered a liſt, containing 
ral demands which are unreaſonable, and foreign 
from former treaties and grants: I expected nor, 

whilſt you yet remained, that I ſhould be involved in 
this trouble, and ſo unjuſt a negotiation, that in 
one year new agreements were to be made, ſo often 
aſter the breach of the ancient treaty; that upon 
every oecaſion made uſe of to intimidate me, I ſhall 
be threatened with a breach of the treaty, and vex- 
ed and mortified without cauſe, and my affairs ob- 
ſtructed. At this time from the Arzee of Meer 
Mahdy Can Bahadre, 9. am. repeatedly. informed, 
that the troops under Mr. Ellis's charge create con · 
tinual diſturbances. and quarrels with my people, 
and daily leave a freſh root of diſcuſſion, From 
theſe appearances, all the tenauts, and the troops 
which are at Patna, are ever in alarms, and taking 
means for their ſecurity. This has given, and ſtill 
gives occaſion to the people to believe that there is 
no longer a friendſhip and union between us. It 
affords me a ſubject of continual anxiety and ap- 
prehenſion, leſt Aabech Gop forbid) theſe 4 
ſhould produce a difference between us, and you 
unjuſtly reproach me. To this purpoſe I have 
ken to Mr. Amyatt likewiſe, but the gentlemen 

o not hear me, nor regard what I fay... 

This day I received an arzee from Meer Nabdy 
Can, of which I ſend you a copy for your peruſal. 
If you, gentlemen, intend the Engliſh army for 
my defence, it is proper that you call it from Patna 
to * that it may be called upon in time. 7 
need, 
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need, or elſe keep it with me at Mongheer, which 
will put an end to diſputes, and reſtore the cur- 
rency of affairs between us, and ſhut up the 
mouths of the people from ſo many rumours. 
But, if it is not your deſign to remove the troops 
from Patna, and You ſeek only to diſturb my af- 
fairs, and to awe and intimidate me; let me know 
it, that when J have learnt your pleaſure I may clear 
my hands from every buſineſs, and all this vexa- 
tion. To this purpoſe I have expreſſed myſelf to 
Mr. Amyatt, both by ſpeech and wm 


M 5. —— Copy of a Letter . Meer Mahdy 
| Cawn (Naib of Patna) 70 the Nabob. 


Have Gegen and repeatedly adviſed your 
Excellency, that Mr. Ellis and the troops which 
are with him, creating troubles and diſputes with 
the people of the Sircar, ſeek for a rupture. And 
the tenauts and inhabitants of the city, and the Sea- 
poys of this place, ſeeing this ſtate of things, are fal- 
len into apprehenſions and alarms, and are provid- 
ing for their own ſecurity. The people judging 
from hence that there is no longer a friendſhip 
and good underſtanding between us, raiſe many 
reports of different kinds; and the Zemindars, ta- 
king the occaſion of their not being called upon, 
withhold their rents, ſo that the revenues are en- 
tirely obſtructed. I cannot. deſcribe to you how 
much the affairs of the Nizamut are fallen into 
confuſion. In whatever light you regard theſe af- 
fairs, you will graciouſly be pleaſed to ifſue your 
orders for the quieting theſe diſorders and troubles, 
"Otherwiſe the whole bufineſs of the Government is 
_ deſtroyed, and theſe mutual animoſities, which 
tend to ruin the intereſts of both parties, 11 5 ſuf⸗ 


Fan in * mind of the people. 10 


4 
if 
{4 
2 
_ - 
1 
4 
4 


— [ — x 
„eee nnn „ — 
4 a > — Te K r 
* — . 


AS we WP — „54 
. NN 


and the condition on which you received Burdwan, 
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N 5. — Cepy of a Letter from the Nabob to the | 


Dated May 26, 1763. 


| HEN Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay came to 
this place to treat, with a liſt of demands, 


I expected that thoſe Gentlemen would inform 
themſelves of every particular, and put an end to 
all affairs, and matters of contention between us. 


Accordingly,. I ſend the Aumils with Raja Nobit 
Roy, and Hafiz Arſar Cawn, that having heard: 


the particulars of the oppreſſions of the Engliſh 


' Gomaltahs, they might uſe ſuch means as might 
fertle every affair. Thoſe gentlemen at once plain- 
ly anfwered, that they wanted not to hear what 
they had to repreſent. And in the affair of the 


forces of Patna likewiſe, they replied, For what 


< ſhall we recal the forces from thence ? Nay, we 


will ſend other forces; if you have any deſign to 


« quarrel with us, we are ready.” Again, Mr. 
Ampyatt and yourſelf formerly wrote to me, that you 
had never ſent any muſkets or military ſtores to 
Patna. But the day before yeſterday, fix boats la- 
den with muſkets, &c. arrived here from Calcutta. 


Sir, openly to deny ſcnding any military ſtores, and 


ſecretly to ſend them in this manner, what can it 
mean? I have no objection to two or-thrze hun- 
dred Engliſhmen remaining at Patna, but to keep 


up ſuch a force with Mr. Ellis to ruin my affairs, 


is very improper; and that Gentleman every day 


keeps his force in readineſs, and creates troubles, and 
quarrels with my people. Therefore I write, that. 
I will not ſuffer a larger force than two or three 
hundred men to remain with Mr. Ellis. If you, 
gentlemen, regard. your words and engagements, 


&c. 
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&c. from me, for the expences of your army, it is 
fit that in conformity thereto you recal the ſaid 
forces, and place them with me, or remove them 
to Calcutta; if not, write me a plain anſwer. 

P. S. I am yet ready to comply with your word, 
but things are brought to the laſt extremity, and 
however deſirous I am of avoiding the worſt, yet I 

ſee no means of it, and my patience is near ex- 
hauſted; wherefore, I write this beforchand for 
your information. 

N. B. A copy of the 2 55 which I wrote to 
the liſt of demands preſented to me by Meſſrs. 
AT and Hay, I ſend incloſed for your peruſal. 


0 5. — Theſe letters being laid before the Board, 
a general Council was held upon them. on the gth of 
June, in which it was reſolved, that the troops ſhould 
not be removed from Patna, and that if the Nabob 
perſiſted to demand it, or to detain: the boats of 
arms, Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay ſhould be directed 
to leave Mongheer. At the ſame time the gentle- 
men at Patna were adviſed of theſe reſolutions, and 
ordered to act as might de directed bye * 
Amyatt and Hay. | 


The motives of theſe W 1 will be explain- 
ed by the following extract of the debates which 
produced them. 1 | 


Extract of. Conſultation of the 905 9 June, { preſent 
Meſſrs. Batſon, Adams, Billers, Cartier, Haſtings, 
Marriott, and Watts.) a 


| The Governor ſends to the Board the following 
letter, which he has juſt received from Mr. Amyatr. 
2 —— has received a Kallaat from the 

_ -« King, which the day before yeſterday he put on in 
form, and laſt night he made an entertainment m_ 
us an the on, Sf. ny 
Vor. II. r 20 The 
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« The arms ſti] continue ſtopt; they lie in 
te boats on the oppoſice fide of the river, ſurround- 
ed by his Seapoys. He ſtil} inſiſts on our forces 
« being withdrawn from Patna. and other places, 
to convince him and all the cauntry of our 
«« peaceful intentions, and then he is ready to iſſue 
« any Perwanahs we pleaſe for the forwarding our 
* buſineſs. He does not rightly declare which of 

«© the articles he will comply with, but, I perceive, 

« he will not give Sunnuds for the lands, nor con- 

e ſent-to & reſident being with him, nor eftabliſh 

% the other mints, but will endeavour to take 
ſome meaſure to prevent our being ſufferers by 
«© our Rupees. He will not agree to our puniſh- 
ing his ſervants, nor do I think we ought to in- 
ſilt upon it, but aher that article, to be puniſh- 

« e& by him, after our Chief has heard and repre- 

« ſented the caſe, and for us ro chaſtize them if he 

* delays or neglects to do it. The Seers, I am 

_5** perſuaded, he will keep here, nor ſuffer them 
to be of much conſequence in future; likely he 

„ will not uſe them ill, nor rake” their money at 
preſent. He denies the agreement with you, 
though ſays if he did, *tis not any where in 
| „ Writing. He requires ſatisfaction from us for 
| «any immediate damage done him by our people, 
4 when he is ready to make good our's, that may 
« be. proved againſt any of his Aumils and Cho- 
e kiss, excepting Mahomed Aly, wham you have 
| in your tian to do with as you pleaſe. He 
= | <<: objefts* to our working or cultivating bis lands 
= | «© any where, or purchaſipg any thing from them 
| : d at firſt hand, it deprives him of his duties and 
1 advantage therefrom. In ſhort, he obiects to 
every thing, and ſays it is our own private inte- 
d xeſt we want to benefit, the Company's being no 
.** where moleſted; nor dees he want to moſeſt it. 
We told him he muſt grant à free trade, which 


#4 - 
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* was our right, and if in any particular he was + 
* much ag rieved or ſuffered thereby,' to repreſent 
« ir.to the Council, and they could reſtrain them- 
&« ſelves and others, to ſerve him, but no reſtraints 
e from his people would be admitted of, as u ader 
e that pretence they would hurt and injure the 
« trade. I have done my utmoſt endeavours. to 
«« perſuade him to a thorough confidence, but 1 
« believe it is all in vain, I have alſo repreſented 
*« to him his danger to as little purpoſe. He ſeems 
« yery indifferent at preſent, and no ways anxious, 


He ſwears he does not want to quarrel with us, 


66 and will do every thing; at the ſame time he in 
« a manner refules every. thing. Thus matters 
« ſtand in the ſame ſituation as at the firſt day. 1 
e believe he does not ſtop or impede the buſineſs, 
but will not permit arms or men to go to Patna, 
« for which reaſon we have never mentioned our 


troops moving for that place. 


A Perwanah is gone to clear the petre. He 


+ ſaid he thought the hath of that YR; did 


ho not belong to us. 1 - 


The Preſident alſo tranſwitzt to che Hor his dine 
nion of the meaſures proper to be taken in the 
preſent ſituation of affairs with the N abo. 


905.2 — Te Governcr”s Opinion... 
If the Nabob detains the arms, it ean belooked 


| upon no other than as an open act of hoſtility, 


and | think Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay ſhould be 
directed to make ſuch. a final declaration to the 
Nabob, and if they are not then delivered up, to 


take their leave. 


But ſuppoſing che Nabob to make atisfa&tion 
for this ill-adviſed Rep, it ſhould be conſidered, 
whether his anſwers. to the ſeveral articles deliver - 


ed him by Mr. Amyatt are ſuch as ought, when 


_ <oolly and ſrpararely reflected on, to relolve us to 
„ „ engage 
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engage the Company in a war with the Nabob, Or 


if it is admitted, that every article is not of fo 
much conſequence, that it ſhou'd be conſidered 
which are, and which are not, and inſtructions ſent 
Mr. Amyatt accordingly. 

The placing our troops with the Nabob as he 
defires, would certainly be a means of eſtabliſhing 
a confidence in each other, and of making the 
confidence appear to the world, and at the ſame 


time anſwer ali the purpoſes of preſerving our in- 


fluence, and ſecuring the tranquillity of the coun- 
fry. Yet I am not for removing them upon the 


| Nabob's demand, but if he will comply with the 
articles delivered him by Mr. Amyatt, or the ma- 
terial ones, I think this requeſt might then be grant- 


ed, and that Mr. Amyatt ſhould be empowered to 
give him to underſtand as much. 

” Laſtly, If a rupture is unavoidable, the ſeaſon 
ſhould be conſidered, the ſtate of the treaſury, and 
the peace in Furope, *by which the F rench will be 
repoſt: ſſed of their factory. 

The troops from hence could not at this time 
march by land to join the detachment at Patna, 
therefore it may be adviſeable to defer publiſhing 
the reſolutions of the Board, whatever they may be. 


All the papers being read ind conf dered, themem- 


1280 likewiſe delivered their opinions as follows. 


O g. b Mr. Watts's Opinion, 
The Nabob's beheben ſince Meſſrs. Amyatt 


and Hay's arrival at Mongheer, leaves no room to 


expect he will ever enter into any terms with us; 
but on the contrary, it appears from it, that he only 
waits for a proper opportunity to break with us, 


and by his ſeveral replies to the demands, and 
Mieſſrs. Amyatt and Hay's letters, it is very evi- 
dent he places no „ wh. and as we have 


no 


ws 
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no reaſon. to place any in him, I therefore think 
that his demanding our troops at Patna to be re- 
called, ought not to be complied with; that as the 
rainy ſeaſon is ſo near advanced, a letter ſhould be 
wrote to Meſſrs. Amyatt and H ay to take their 
leave of the Nabob, and return to Calcutta or Patna, 
as they think proper; that they may demand the 
releaſe of the boats, but although complied with, 
not to remain there any longer, but to acquaint 
the Nabob, that if he has any propoſals to make 
he muſt ſend. them to the Preſident and Council, 
who will reply to them; that as ſoon as they think 
it will be out of the power of the Nabob to ſtop 
them, they ſhall write to Mr. Ellis and the Coun- 
cil at Patna to follow the regulations laid down 1 in 
caſe of a rupture. 

That as the Nabob is raiſing forces every where, | 
and it plainly appears that he only wants to gain 
time, a letter ſhould be wrote to Patna to ac- a 
quaint the gentlemen there that we judge a rupture 
unavoidable; and that as there is reaſon to expect 
the Nabob will take every advantage, they have our 
orders, in caſe they have certain intelligence of his 
marching towards Patna, to take any ſteps that 

will diſtreſs him, and look upon him as an 


That as he does ſuſpect the Nabob will attempt 
to detain Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay, he thinks 
they ought in ſuch caſe to have the power of 
declaring the rupture, and that a note from them 
to the Chief and Council at Patna ſhould be ſuf- 
ficient for their acting, as if received from the 


. | 
a Marriott s Opinion.” 
Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that a letter be im- 


ile hats wrote to Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay, di- 
n them, in caſe the Nabob has not releaſed 


. „ 
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the boats with arms, to quit Mongheer, and el. 
ther return to Calcutta or go to Patna, as they 
may judge moſt eligible for inſuring their own ſafe- 
ty; and that application to the Nabob on this oc- 


caſion ould be left to their diſcretion. That che 


troops at Patna ſhould not be removed, agreeable 
to his demands, as their remaining at that place 
will 'prevetit the Rijahs'on the borders of the Pro- 
vince from taking any advantage of the preſent 


appearance of a rupture happening between the Na- 
bob and us, by making in invaſien into his territo- 


Tics. That if the N:bob either does, or has re- 


lea ed the arms, and will comply with the moſt 


material demands, ſome of the others might be gi- 

ven up, particularly thoſe mentioned by Mr. Amy- 

— in his letter to the Preſident. Firſt, regard- 
g the Jogheery Sunnuds for the Provinces of 


BAT Gao! Midnapoor, and Chittagong, as poſſeſ. 
Non, and the force we maintain in the country will 


always fecure them to us. Secondly, That fe- 
WOE our puniſhing his Officers, this article he 
h 


inks might be altered, that application ſhould 


Fe firſt made to the Nabob on the occaſion, of 
any complaints againſt them; and that we ſhould 
only obſrrve the method already laid down, upon 
his refuſing io give us ſatisfaction for the ſame. 
Thirdly ; The article concerning the mints. 

That in cafe Meffrs. Amyatt and Hay ſhould be 
obliged to leave the Nabob, orders ſhould be ſent 
to the gentlemen at Patna to act agreeable to for- 


mer inſtructions, unless they receive ſome certain 


imrelligence that the Nabob is marching for Patna, 
in which caſe they ſhouid be ordered to act on 
the offenſive, and endeavour to feize the city by 
a coup de main. 

* Be further thinks Meſs. Amyatt and Hay 
mould hear what the Nabob has to alledge con- 


* 
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cerning the loſſes of che Sircar by our Aan or 
Gomaltahs. 0 


36. Haſtings Otinion. 48 


| Though 1. have from the beginning expreſſed. 


my diſapprobation of the meaſures taken in our 
late unhappy, diſputes with the Nabob, and which 
have given occatiog x the temper which he at 
this time ſhews towards us, yet after having gone 
ſuch lengths, I cannot but think it very unbecom- 
ing to ſubmit quietly to ſo open an aft of violence, 


as he has been guily of in che ſtoppage of the 


boats of arms. is therefore my opinion, that 
Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay be ordered to demand 
of the Nabob the immediate clearance of thoſe 
boats, in the name of the Prefident and Council; 


and in caſe of his refuſal to declare that it will be 
deemed equal, to a declaration of a rupture on his 


fide, and that they do accordingly take their leave 
of him and return to Calcutta; but if he conſcnts 
to releaſe the boats, and expreſſcs a willingneſs to 
yield to our, demands, I think wWe cannot in quſtice 
to him, or apical with the intereſts of che 
Company, refuſe to camply with the demand be 
has made, that the detachment. of our forces now 
3 Patna My be Gationed with him; the,alarms 

the people cannot. be ſo effectually appealed. as 


5 the Appearance of 3 2.confidence, ſuch as this will 


occafion between, the Nabob. and us. The Nabab 
will derive, more benefit from our influence vhilſt 
Our troops are with 110. and it will be leſs in his 

ower. to form any ill deſign againſt us, whilſt we 
hs ſuch a check contipually upon him. 1 


1 agree with the Preſident, chat in caſe. N 


Nabob's objecting to any of the. demands, ĩt ſhould 
be. aa by. the Board hat ſhould be inſiſted 
upon, and N be diſpenſed with, and Megs. 


diſtinction 


Amyatt and e accordingly; in which 
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diſtinction the Board will doubtleſs conſider the 
real intereſt and honour of the Company, and not 
involve them in a war, which muſt at all events 
prove of great detriment to them, for ends indiffe- 
rent, or inadequate to the expence and riſk which 
wey 'ucerue to them for itt. 
I am likewiſe of opinion, that if Meſſrs. Amyatt 
and Hay find the Nabob in a proper temper to 
yield to the propoſals offered him, they may pri- 
vately ſignify to him, that the Board will conſent to 
the removal of the Patna detachment, as he de- 
fires, provided he firſt complies with our demands. 


* 


Mr. Cartier's Opinion. 


Mr. Cartier judges it adviſeable, that Meſſrs. 
Amyatt and Hay ſhould be immediately recalled 
from Mongheer, as it appears to him from the 
advices received from thoſe gentlemen, that the 
Nabob has no other deſign by prevailing upon them 
to ſtay (after a flat refuſal almoſt of every demand 
they were empowered to make, and the hoſtile 
act of detaining the arms ſending to the Patna 
factory) than to gain time to anſwer ſome purpoſe 
that may be very prejudicial to our affairs; that it 
appears to him a very probable circumſtance, the 
Nabob's principal view is to engage us in a ſcene of 
negotiation, till ſuch time as the ſeaſon of the year 
will render any military operations nearly imprac- 
ticablez which, when the caſe, he will have it in 
huis power to bend his whole force to oppreſs our 
troops at Patna; that the party there ſnould by no 
means be removed from that place in compliance 
with the Nabob's requeſt at this preſent juncture; 
that if Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay are allowed to quit 
Mongheer without concluding the buſineſs they 
were ſent on, it is his opinion, the army (when 
thoſe gentlemen are ſo far advanced on their way 
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- as to be out of danger) ſhould be immediately or- 


dered to march to Coſſimbuzar, and take poſt there, 


which will be the means of preſerving the health of 


the people, and by ſuch a motion of the troops, the 


Nabob will be convinced that ſomething more is 


deſigned than mere negotiation. _ 
uur. Billers's Opinion. 


Mr. Billers is of opinion, That as the Nabob 
ſtill perſiſts in detaining the arms, it ſhould be 


looked upon as an act of hoſtility, that Meſirs. 


Amyatt and Hay ſhould therefore be immediately 
directed to leave Mongheer, and that our army 


ſhould march to Coſſimbuzar; for at preſent it 


ſeems as if the Nabob only. wanted. to gain time, 
and endeavour to embarraſs us as much as poſſible, 
by the rains coming on. He thinks the troops at 

Patna ought by no means to be removed at this 
| juncture, and that if Meſſrs. Amyatt and. Hay 


ſhould quit Mongheer, the Patna gentlemen ſhould 


be permitted to take ſuch meaſures. as they may 
judge beſt for their own ſafety, and the Company's 
intereſts, Is 6:4 n 
2 Major Adams's Opinion, : 0 

Major Adams is of opinion, That the troops 


ſhould by no means, for the preſent, be removed 


from Patna ; but that it ſhould be left to the plea- 
ſure of the Board to diſpoſe of them as they think 
proper, if ma'ters can be amicably accommodated. 
That any particular articles of the demands which 
the Nabob moſtly objects to, ſhould be tranſmitted 
to the Board, with his reaſons, that they may be 
re- conſidered, and it determined whether they ſhall 
ſtill be inſiſted on, or may not be moderated ; but 
before any regard is paid to either of theſe points, 
he thinks orders ſhoujd be ſent to Meſſrs. Amyatt 


'< ; and 
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and Hay to demand the releaſe of the arms, and at 
the ſame time acquaint the Nabob, that ſhould it 


not be immediately complied with, they have or- 


ders to leave his court; that they will make this 
demand, and intimation, if they think it conſiſtent 
with their own ſafety and that of the party, other- 
wile retire to Patna, or take fuch other rout as they 
may judge molt eligible and condycive to their own 


ſecurity; and when they find themſelves out of 


His power, to tranſmit him in writing the orders of 
the Board; and, laſtly, that if Meſſrs. Amyatt and 
Hay quit Mongheer, the gentlemen at Patna ſhould 
he left to act 85 chey judge molt proper for their 
own ſecurity, and the Company's intereſt. 


I am of opinion, That we can by no means 
conſent to withdraw our troops from Patna; that 
he Nabob's deſire of having them with bim at 
Mongheer is inſincere, his real deſign being on- 
ly to get them removed from Patna; that our 
withdrawing them will be a great ſtep towards 
ruining entirely our influence and power in the 
country, and therefore I efteem it highly detri- 
mental and diſhonourable to the Company and 
I am further of opinion, That the Nabob's evil 
diſpoſition tawards our nation is evident beyond diſ- 


pute; nay, that it is avowed, by his inſiſting on 


our withdrawing our troops from Patna, and by 
the act of hoſtility he has already committed in 
ſeizing our arms, that it will be weakneſs to think 
of treating any longer with him, as he has refuſed 
ſeveral times to comply with our demands, and all 
his anſwers are filled with ſneers, reproaches, and 
calumnies; that therefore Meſſrs. Ampyatt Fn 

LET. = Hay 


Relative io the Diſturbances in BE NAL. 235 
Hay ſhould be directed to endeavour by ſtratagem 
or other wiſe to get the arms releaſed if poſſible, 
and return to Calcutta as ſoon as they can, or go to 
Patna if they judge the former impracticable; that 
on their departure they ſhould adviſe the gentle- 
men at Patna, and di rect them fo, act as they OL 
Judge k * for the ſer vice. | 


a 444 0. 57 1 4 
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The Sh opinions being read, to render the 


reſolutions to be taken more clear, the following 
Un of iu were ſtate and 2 at the Board. 


1 „ester the Pie... 


Shell the Nabob's demand of removing the de- 
tachment from Patna be conſented bo, or r not? 


Anfewer. : * 
The Bonrd | unanimouſly think ir ug not. 


(13 


Queſtion the Shins Si 


In caſe of the Nabob%' compliance with our de- 
mands, ſhall the Patna detachment he erer god ü 


nnd at ents or not; 
1 FR 85 4 — SES *: 2 2 
OWED us 120 Anſwer. 5 2 


The majority, viz. Meſſrs. Watts, Cartier, Bil- 
rh, and Batſon, think it ought . banks 


' be ITY en le Third. 


"$a Meſſrs. Amyatt and 1557 U be diretted to 
| leave Mongheer immediately on the receipt of the 
letter we now ſend them, or remain ty'rreat fur- 
ther yuh the Nabob? 

Anſwer, 


„ 4 
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Anſwer. 

The majority, viz. Meſſrs. Marriott, Haſtings, 
Billers, and Major Adams, are of opinion, That 
if the arms are not releaſed they ſhould come away; 
if they are, that they ſhould flay to treat further, 
and that it ſhould reſt in their option to make a 
freſh demand of their releaſe, or not. 

Meſſrs. Watts, Cartier and Batſon, think they 
ought to return 1 on the e 4 or- 
on now to o be ſent them. 


* Queſtion the Fourth. 


If the Nabob continues to inſiſt on the removal 


of the troops, as a preliminary to his entering u 
any treaty, although he releaſes the arms, al 
Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay remain to treat further 


with him, or not ? 


Anſwer. 


All tha: members. (except. Mr. Haſtings) think 
that they ought in ſuch At OO to Jeave 


| be 


- Mr. Haſtings Gilden denen ne * n his 
opinion that the troops might be removed from 
Patna, and does not think that the Nabob's refuſal 


to any one of the demands ent to e our 
eng with him. 


Reſolution of the Aero. 


Agreed that Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay | be wrote 
to in the following terms: That we cannot conſent 
to the Nabob's demand of removing the troops 
from Patna, and therefore if he perſiſts in making 
that a preliminary, and refuſes to treat on other 


ferms, or to releaſe the boats of arms, they are in 
| W 
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either caſe immediately to leave Mongheer, and 
return to Calcutta, if they think it practicable, or 
otherwiſe take ſuch other rout as 2 may judge 
moſt eligible for their ſafety. That if they think it 
unſafe to notify theſe reſolutions to the Nabob, and 
that it may induce him to detain them at Mong- 
heer, we permit them to come away without men- 
tioning our reſolution any further to him. That 
on their departure from Mongheer, they are to ad- 
viſe us and the gentlemen at Patna, directing them 
to be upon their guard, and to act in the manner 
they judge moſt proper for their own ſecurity, in 
caſe the Nabob marches or ſends any troops to at- 
tack them. : ets 
| Agreed that we write likewiſe to Patna, and in- 
cloſe them a copy of theſe orders to Meſſrs. Amy- 
att and Hay, and deſire them to act as they may 
be directed by thoſe gentlemen. | 
Mr. Haſtings's Diſſent. _ og 
enter my diſſent to the two laſt paragraphs of 
the letter ordered to be wrote to Meſſrs. Amy- 
att and Hay, for the following reaſons. 
Though I do not believe that Meſſrs. Amyatt 
and Hay deſire ſuch a permiſſion as is here given 
them, to leave the Nabob without informing him 
of the reſolutions of the Board, in caſe of his per- 
liſting to detain the arms, or to demand as a pre- 
liminary the removal of our troops from Patna; 
yet I think it very unbecoming in the Board to 
grant them ſuch permiſſion, after having entered 
ingo a treaty with the Nabob, and flattered him 
with repeated aſſurances of our deſire of an ac- 
commodation, abruptly to break ir off and declare 
war againſt him; ſince one is made a conſequence 
of the other, without letting him know the terms 
on which our friendſhip depends: what is this but 
to inſnare the Nabob into a rupture, which he might 
7 | avoid, 


another meeting of the Council the next day: and 
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avoid, if he was certain that his inſiſting on thoſe 
points would be the cauſe of one, and which t am 
convinced he would wifh to avoid by every conceſ- 
ſion that ſhould be required of him as the means of 
* ſince he has no force to oppoſe us, and it 

well known he has no dependence, and can have 
none but on our friendſhip. . 

I cannot for my own part, fee how Meſſrs. 


Amyatt and Hay fhould run a greater riſk now 


than hitherto, from a free declaration of the ſen- 
timents of the Board to the Nabob ; nor can I ſee 
any reaſon to ſuſpect him of forming any treach- 
erous defigns agaioſt the perfons of thoſe gentle- 
men, as I know of no act of his that can juſtify 
that opinion of him; and ſuch an attempt if made, 
could anſwer no end. 7 
The order given to the Chief and Council at 


Patna, to take ſuch meaſures as they think proper 


for their ſecurity in caſe of the Nabob's marching 
or ſending any forces to attack them, is authoriz- 
ing thoſe gentlemen to commit open hoſtilities 


na againſt the Nabob, on the firſt pretence offered 


them by the march of a few men from Mongheer 
to Patna, or the falſe reports of their H ircarahs, 
who may tell them that the Nabob or his forces 
are on the road to attack them. Till, therefore, 


they are openly attacked, or the Board have declar- 
ed war againſt the Nabob, I object to any power 


put into their hands to commence à war them- 
ſelves. n 


P 5.—It ſhould be remarked, that the Governor 
was not preſent himſelf at this conſultation, having 
been for ſome days confined by fickneſs, and there- 


fore knew not of the reſolutions of the Board *cill 
acquainted with them afterwards by the Secretary; 


when appriſed of them, hie defired there might be 
he 
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he detained the diſpatches, that this matter might 
be reconſidered, as he judged the orders ſent to 


Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay precipitate. 
The Council being met, the Preſident's opinion 
was delivered by the Secretary, being contained in 
a letter, which when read, effected an alteration in 
the orders to Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay. | 


The following is an extract (from the conſulta- 
tions) on his letter to the Secretary, and the reſolu- 


tions taken in conſequence of it. 
Extra of Conſultation of the 10th June (preſent 
Mezſjrs. B.llers, Adams, Cartier, and Marriott). 


The Secretary lays before the Board the follow- 
ing letter, which he this morning received from 
the Governor. wh 3 


TT | 
«* A my late indiſpoſition prevents my attend- 
00 ing the Board, I muſt take this method 


« of delivering my opinion upon the inſtructions 
„ which ſhould be ſent to Meſf s. Amyatt and 
Hay, in anſwer to the laſt advices received from 
1 3 1 | 

elf the Nabob refuſes to treat further with thoſe 
« gentlemen, wichout our removing our troops 
from Patna by way of preliminary, I think in 
« that caſe they ſhould # their leave, as I am 

« ation of our troops upon ſuch a demand. 

But ſuppoſing the arms to be releaſed, and 
« that Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay find the Nabob 


in a diſpoſition to treat, without infifting on the 


© removal of our. Troops from Pa: na as a prelimi- 
«© nary, then I think thoſe gentlemen ſhould. be 
& furniſhed with inſtructions What further to ſay 
"ul $4 oft _ [0 


not for conſenting to make a change in the ſitu- 


—— —— — 
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to the Nabob; and thoſe inſtructions, I think, 


«<< ſhould be with reſpe& to the troops at Patna, 


<< to repreſent to the Nabob that they were ſta- 
_ «« tioned there with a view of being in readineſs 
to aſſiſt him wherever his affairs might require. 
« it, and that they ſhould be ready to act in con- 


«« formity to that view, as ſoon as the preſent dif- 
« ferences between us were accommodated. They 
*< ſhould be further directed to call upon the Na- 


* bob for his particular objections to the ſeveral. 


« articles or demands delivered him; and having 
& tranſmitted the ſame to the Board, it ſhould be 
«* conſidered which are material to be inſiſted on. 


„ Some anſwer ſhould likewiſe be ſent ro Meſſts. 


% Amyatt and Hay, regarding Mahomed Aly, and 
* the other Officers of the Government at preſent 
« kept here priſoners. The Nabob ſays as we have 
« ſeized them, and have them in our hands, we 
«<< may take our own ſatisfaction for the loſſes ſome 
<« have ſuffered in their private trade. We ſhould 


either tell Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay that we will 
do fo, or elſe we ſhould ſend thoſe Officers up to 
« them, with inſtructions to deliver them to the 


« Nabob, deſiring him to oblige them to make 


« good ſuch loſſes; at the ſame time, receiving 
from the Government's Officers the accounts of 
<« loſſes they have ſuffered by the violence of En- 
« gliſh Agents, and Gomaſtahs ; and this ſecond 
* method I think the moſt proper. 3 
Neither the Company's nor private trade meet 

at preſent with any interruptions. This is an 


<< eſſential reaſon why we ought to avoid, if poſ- 
** ſible, engaging our Employers in an expenſive 
« war, and involving the country in troubles, to 


* their great loſs, as well as that of the ſettlement 


% in general. | 


The low ſtate of our Treaſury, and the peace 
in Europe, by which the French will be repoſ- 


&« felled 
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“ ſeſſed of their ſettlements in this country, are in 
« my opinion, other ſtrong reaſons why we ſho ld, 
if poſſible, keep on good terms with the Nabob. 

« Finally, I think that further inſtructions ſhould 
<« be ſent to the gentlemen at Patna, concerning 


their manner of acting, in caſe a rupture with the 


“ Nabob ſhould be unavoidable; with reference, I 


e mean, to the reaſon which would prevent the 


<« troops from hence marching by land to join 


* thoſe at Patna; and going up by boats would 
« take a long time. Upon this article I ſubmit 
* myſclf to the judgement of Major Adams.” 


The ſame being read and conſidered, 


Agreed that we write in conſequence, a further- 


letter ro Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay, acquainting 


them, that ſuppoſing the arms to be releaſed, and 


they ſhould find the Nabob inclinable till to treat, 
without inſiſting on the removal of the troops from 


Patna as a preliminary, they may aſſure him, that 


thoſe troops have been always ſtationed there for 
the ſecurity of his Government, and to maintain 


the tranquillity of the country; and that they ſhall: 
ſtill continue to act in conformity to this view. 
That they ſhall then call upon the Nabob for his 


particular objections to the ſeveral articles or de- 
mands delivered him, and tranſmit them to us; 
when we ſhall conſider, and determine which of 
them are ſo material as to require being flill inſiſt- 


ed on, and which may be moderated: that if the 


Nabob ſhould again make mention of Mihomed 
Aly, an] the other priſoners here, we leave it to 
him to judge, whether we had beſt proſecute the 
enquiry againſt them ourſelves, or ſend them up to 
them to have it finiſhed in preſence of the Nabob, 
and to give him their anſwers accordingly: that 


they may receive from the Government's Officers 


the amounts of any loſſes they ſay they have ſuſ- 
R 


A, trained 
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tained by the violences of the Engliſh agents and 
Gomaſtahs, upon their being properly authenticat- 
ed; and again aſſure the Naboh, that for whatever 
appears to be juſt he ſhall receive full ſatisfaction. 

On the 4 ſubject of the Governor's letter, 
the Board are of opinion, that their utmoſt endea- 
vours have been already uſed to prevent the coun- 

try's being involved in troubles, or their employ- 
ers engaged in an expenſive war; and that they can 
now leave it only to time to ſatisfy them, whether 
theſe endeavours will prove inetiectual. That the 
circumſtance of a peace in Europe, and the ſup- 
| poſition drawn from thence, that the French will 
obtain a re-eftabliſhment here, is rather a ſtrong 
reaſon why we ſhould employ the maſt ſpirited 
methods to become immediately aſſured of. the Na- 
bob's intentions and diſpoſition towards us, and 
not delay time in a fruitleſs negatiation: that with 
regard to the laſt paragraph of the Governor's I|-t- 
ter referred to the judgment of Major Adams, the 
Major, with the reſt of the members, think it un- 
neceſſary to ſend further inſtructions to Patna than 
thoſe contained in the letter yeſterday to Mefirs. 
Amyatt and Hay, and e a oP: was traul- 
- ues to that 8 


2 —0s che 13th we raediyetd- a letter from 
Mcfi's. Ampatt and Hay, adviſing us that the 
arms ſtill continued under ſeiſure; that all conver- 
lation with the Nabob upon buſineſs was at a ſtand; 
that the Nabob, buoyed up with the notion of his 
own ſtrength, ſhewed by all his actions, that he 
was reſolved on a rupture, which they now look 
upon as unavoidable, and therefore wiſhed us to 
remove them out of his power as ſoon as poſſible. 
In anſwer, we recommended to them to temporize 
in any manner they could, to get themſelves out 

of op ae * in caſe they fill Judged 3 
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ropture unavoidable, and that he deſigns to detain 
tm.” 
On the 17th we received a letter from the ſame 
gentlemen, which confirmed their former fenti- 

ments; and the ſame day the following letters were 

received from Mr. Ellis, which brought the prof- 

of war but | nearer to our view, and left the 
Board nothing now to do but approve of his mea- 
W and wit che P 


Guy 7 5 Tatts "Boa Mr. Ellis 70 the 
Governor and Council. 


Dated 5th June 196g. 


HE Nabgb, whoſe brain is ever teeming with 
inventions to diſtreſs and render us ſubſervi- 
ent to his tyranny, has now hit upon a method of 
doing it very effectually, by inveighling away our 
Seapoys. His emiſſaries employed on this ſervice, 
promiſe to the private men double the pay we give, 
advancing them one month, and to the Officers a 
promotion in rank; and ſo well hath his ſcheme 
ſucceeded, that we have loſt 200 men ſince the firſt 
inftant, amongſt whom are many Officers, and the 
remainder old Seapoys perfectly verſed i in our dif- 
cipline. os 
Ic is now near four months that we have been in 
a moſt perplexing ſtate of ſuſpence, juſt between 
the bounds of peace and war, with the Government 
here, and during that time have patiently born the 
many inſults daily offered us, inſomuch that our 
people begin to think, and with ſome appearance of 
reaſon, that we cannot do ourſelves juſtice, which 
is another motive for their going over to the 
Nabob. 
This, Gentlemen, merits your moſt ſerious and 
een conſideration; for I do aſſure you, if 
| AS: we 
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ve remain much longer in the ſituation we have 
been in for ſome time paſt, there will not be 00 
old Seapoys left in the two battalions here, (which 
F can ſafely ſay were inferior to none in ſervice) 
and the unhappy conſequences that may attend our 
acting with a parcel of raw undiſciplined people, 
againſt thoſe whom we have Nr to be ſoldiers, | 
are ſufficiently obvious. 5 ü 
The Nabob, in order to bring every . B's againſt 
us which it is poſſible to collect, has made up mat- 
ters with Comgar Cawn, and put him in poſſeſſion 
of the country he before held. The Seapoys who 
were ftationed there, to the number of about one 
thouſand; arrived here this day. 


R 5 Re OY of a Letter from My. Ellis to te 
| Governor and Council. 


Dated 6th your 1763. | 


U R Seapoys Nil continuing to AE in great 
numbers, I have judged it moſt expedient, 
and for the good of the Fl rvice, to order the whole 
party to hold themſelves in readineſs to march at a 
moment's warning, and have thereby entitled them 
ra Bama; - i 
This is the only means of putting a top to the 
deſcrtion, and if it has the dclireyl- - 20h e 
wel worch the ahn. 


bs —The next day we received two more ſetters 
. Meſſrs. Amyatc and Hay, containing an ac- 
count of an affront offered to ſome of he gentlemen 
of their Company by the Nabob's Chokies, and men- 
tioning that the Napob ſtill inſiſted on the removal 
of our troops from Patna, and ſatisfaction for the 
grievances; that parties of horſe were ſtationed all 


das them to prevent _ elcape, and that 5000 
TR men 
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men were detached to Bengal, with other circum- - 
ſtances, confirming: their opinion that the Nabob 
would not treat. 

To this opinion the Board forcnatly entered their 
aſſent, and proceeded to form a plan for the con- 
duct of the war, whenever it ſhould break out. 

The following diſpoſition was reſolved upon ac- 
cordingly, with which Meſſrs. Amyatt and Hay 
were acquainted, and again directed to leave Mong- 

heer as they could. | 


F 5.—Extra?? of Conſultation df the ti th June 1 76 3. 
(preſent Meſſrs. Vanſittart, Adams, Billers, Car- 
tier, Haſtings, Marriott, and Watts.) 


It is agreed therefore, in order to form a frame: 
for the protection of the Company's aurungs and 
lands, to ſecure their inveſtment and revenues in 
the beſt manner poſſible, and to endeavour to col- 
lect what we ean from the other provinces, to 
anſwer the expence of the war, that our troops be 
immediately prepared for taking poſt inn to 
the following diſpoſition. 

Captain Knox with his detachment in the pro: 
vince of Beerboom. . 

A detachment of 200 of the DENSE s troops 
and 300 Seapoys, in the e of Nuddea or 
Kiſnagur. _ | 
The body of the army From Chyretiy at Coſ- 
ſmbuar, to poſſeſs themſelves of the city of Moor- 
ſhedabad. 

Thar in this diſpoſition the troops ſhall march 
as nearly as poſſible in a line, ſo as to be able to 
ſupport each other, and the whole to act under 
the orders of Major Adams. 


The diſtance of Captain Knez's preſent ſtarion 


at * being conliderable, 
R - wh | | Agree}, 


r — WAS _ 
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. -Agreed, That whilſt the other preparations are 
making, -he be directed to march to Midnapoor, 
and there wait with his party in readineſs for mov- 
ing, until be ſhall receive our further orders, leav- 
ing behind him one company of Seapoys and two 
or three Gunners, to defend the poſt at Jellaſore. 


- U 5.—As there was now fo great an appearance 
of an approaching rupture, it was judged neceſſary to 
come to ſome certain reſolution with reſpect to the 
Government of the country on ſuch an event, ſup- 
poſing the removal of Meer Coflim from the Suba- 
dary ſhou!d be the iſſue; likewiſe with reſpect to 


the precautions which ſhould. be taken for reim- 


burſing to the Company the expence of the im- 
pending war, and to private merchants the loſſes 
which they might ſuſtain in their concerns in the 
eountry. On theſe points the ſeveral members were 
to come prepared with their opinions to the next 
meeting, which was held accordingly en the 20th ;. 
and the following are the opinions delivered in by 


Extract of Conſultation of the 20th June 1763, 
(preſent Meſſrs. Vanſittart, Adams, Billers, 
Cartier, Haſtings, Marriott, and Warts.) 


Mr. Watts's Opinion. 


/q< Mr. Watts is of opinion, that ſhould a rupture 
be unavoidable, the beſt method would be the 
taking of the Government into our own hands,. on 
account of the Company; but as the keeping of 


it and ſettling it properly will require a large force, 


he thinks it at preſent impracticable, and that the 
attempting it would be running a riſk of involving 
the country in a ſcene of war, which, with our pre- 
ſent force, we could not ſoon put a ſtop to. | 

| . 5 ö He | 
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He therefore judges, that the moſt adviſeable 
method will be, the fixing upon a perſon who has 
ſome influence in the country; but that before we 
declare him, a treaty ought to be made, and every 
precaution taken, to prevent any diſputes hereafter, 
which will be unavoidable, if the limits of each 
party's power are not fixed; as alſo the liberties of 
our trade ſettled. Theſe two points require much 
conſideration, and as each party muſt give up ſome- 
thing to the orher, he begs leave to defer giving 
his further ſentiments at preſent. 1 
The perſon who ſhall be appointed ſhould pay 
to the Company the charges that may artend the 
war; but as it cannot be expected he will, or it 
may ſo happen that he will not, have ready money to 
anſwer this, and the many other demands he will have 
on him, at his ariſing to the Government, and the 
preſſing him for the payment might give unea- 
ſineſs; he thinks a grant of certain lands might be 
given the Company for ever, and he would prefer 
the following, as they may be maintained with a 
very little expence, are almoſt ſecured againſt any 
invaſion, and are thoſe in which the greateſt part 
of the Company's goods are manufactured. N 
All the lands bounded on the Weſt by the 
Houghly-river, on the North by the Jelinghury- 
en on the Eaſt by the Pudda, and South by the 
ea | | 


All lands and cities which lie between the Sourh- 
bank of the Magna [or any other great river to 
the northward of the city of Pact) and the ſea, 

and as far Eaſt as that river may runn. 
He alſo thinks that the perſon fixed upon ſhou!d 

make reſtitution for all private loſſes. | 


_ 4 5 * 
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Mr - Marriott's Opinion. 
In regard to the ſettling the country in caſe of a 
rupture with the Nabob, and the removal of him 
from the Subaſhip, which now appears unavoidable; 
the firſt diſpoſition that occurs, is the taking tlie 
country. into our own hands, calling ourſelves 
Dewan for the King, and applying to him accord- 
ingly for Sunnuds, promiſing and paying him his 
annual revenues for the provinces of Bengal, Ba- 
har, and Orixa, as former Nabobs uſed to do, and 
which latter ones have never done. This diſpo- 
ſition, however, is liable to many objections, and 
at preſent impracticable, as our whole force is very 
_ inſufficient to keep poſſeſſion of ſuch a tract of 
country. | | | _ 
The next method that occurs, is the fixing on 
another man as Nabob, who may be more under 
our direction than the preſent ; for there appears 
no medium that can be obſerved : we muſt either 
govern him, or he will us, and we muſt ſubmit to 
yo affairs on the footing they were in Seraja 
Dowla's time, if ſuch a ſtep is not followed. 
I putting another Subah in the Government is 
approved, the next thing to be conſidered is the 
| perſon proper for the purpoſe; and being unac- 
| 


quainted with any of the preſent Nabob's Jemmadars, 
or other men of family in the country, I can think 
of no one but the late Nabob, whoſe chief cauſe 
for reſigning the Subaſhip being then removed, 
would take the weight of the Government again 
on himſelf, and agree to what we might propoſe; 
which, I ſhall think, need only be the demands 
now made upon Coſſim Aly Cawn, with a ſtipu- 
lation of the number of troops he ſhould keep up, 
and alſo of the number of ours he ſhould have 
about his perſon. | „„ 
CE # | With 
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With regard to the reimburſing the Company 
for the expences of the war, a calculation ſhould 
be made of them as near as poſſible; and ſuch a 
' ſum required for the payment, either in money, 
or in the revenues of a tract of lands, called and 
collected by the Company, till ſuch ſum was dif- 
| Charged. ——1Ir ſhould likewiſe be ſtipulated, that 
the perſon promoted ſhould make good the loſſes 
private perſons may ſuſtain on this occaſion, but 
the neceſſary amount cannot be determined on at 
preſent; and that he ſhould make a gratuity in 

money to the military, for their ſervices. 

Many objections I am ſenſible may be ſtarted 
againſt reinſtating the old Nabob, one, our Ho- 
nourable maſters approved of the late change; but 
yet, if their noble ee are continued to them, 
and tranquillity reſtored in the country, I flatter 
myſelf, they will not object to the name of Meer 
Jaffier Aly, whoſe natural reſentment. againſt us 
may be changed, and if it ſhould not, it may be 
curbed, by keeping always ſome of our troops with 
him. 

The late Nabob's weak capacity, that was made 
an argument againſt him, I think would, c6nfiſtenc 
with good politics, rather plead in his- favour, 
as it certainly can never be the Company's intereſt 
to have an enterpriſing Nabob for the Subah of 
theſe provinces; it being ſo natural for a man in 
that ſtation to endeavour at all rates to render him- 
ſelf independent, un TTY, 


Mr. Haſtings's Opinion. 


Whatever be the event of a war with the Nabob, 
which I yet hope may be avoided, as, I have ever 
declared againſt all the meaſures which have led to 
it, I might well decline giving my opinion with 
reſpect to the fitteſt eſtabliſhment to take place 


* 
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upon the ſubverſion of the preſent ; but I muſt con: 


muſt of neceſſity leave it to abilities ſuperior to 
my own, to point out ſuch a proviſion, as may 
ſerve both to remedy the diviſions and bloodſhed, 


which ſuch a change will introduce in the country, | 
and to preſerve the Engliſh name from reproach, 


aud the Company from ſinking with the weight of 
their own acquiſitions. —Theſe conſequences | think 
unavydidable, though there is little likelihood that 


dur diſpute with the Nabob will be of long dura- 


tion or give us much trouble. 
For reimburſing the Company's expences, and 


the loſs which their trade, as well as that of private 
merchants may ſuſtain in the courſe of the war, 


care ſhould be taken to aſſign a proper and limited 
fund for that purpoſe, which may be determined 


upon whenever the re 18 fired for the 6 | 


4 the a 5 
. Canter' Opinion 


The keeping of this immenſe tract of 'covititry, 

7 the uſe and ſervice of the Honourable Com- 
pany, would lead us into ſuch a ſcene of difficulties, 
that we ſhould not eaſily get above, nor do I think 
'the civil or military body on this eſtabliſhment 
ſufficiently. large for the management and protec- 

tion of the ſame, which would be the means of 


giving birth to endleſs wars and oppreſſions, and 


produce diſaffections among the natives. Theſe, 
among other reaſons that might be urged, are ſuf- 
ficient with me to diſapprove a ſtep of this nature; 
but as a war being in my opinion now unavoidable, 
it becomes neceſſary to conſider what meaſures are 
moſt likely to bring it to a ſpeedy conclulion, as 


well as thoſe which may tend to, ſupport us in its 


duration ; it is therefore in my opinion abſolutely 
— 


feſs, that this is a point of ſuch difficulty, that 1 
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neceſſary we aim to form and fix an alliance, with 
fuch Officers that may be in, or out of employ 
under the preſent Government, whoſe influence or 
credit might be of real ſervice ; and that we im- 
mediately declare in favour of ſome. perſon ay 


Subah of this province, whoſe intereſt in it might 


facilitate the method of gaining over thoſe Officers. 
— The reſtoring of Meer Jaffier Aly Cawn to his 
former dignity, would be the moſt likely means of 
effecting thoſe ends, and in all human probability 
moſt agreeable to the country: It would further- 
more be doing an act of Juſtice to a man, who, in 
my opinion, never injured us: though I declared 
in favour of Meer Jaffier Aly Cawn, I think we 
ought to regulate certam matters with him, as 
might tend to a ſolid eſtabliſhment of his Govern- 
ment, and preſerve our own influence, which, if 
not abuſed, the reſtrictions we may ſubject him to, 


will, 1 hope, be conſidered as a method beſt 


adapted to continue a laſting peace to the country. 
The reſtrictions are, as follows: ; 


vit, That his ſtanding force ſhould not exceed. 


5000 effective horſe, and 10, ooo gun- men, and 
this body to be diſtributed on the different frontiers 
of his iy. That his conſtant reſidenee be at 
Moorſhedabad, and that no more than 300 horſe 

and 2000 gun men do take poſt there; Mongheer 
to be evacuated by the Court of his Excellency, 

and to be garriſoned as a fort: that a corps of 
250 Europeans, and a battalion of 1 be al- 

ways in cantonments at Coſſimbuzar, for the pro- 

tection of his nan s perſon, in caſe of ne- 
eeſſity. 

2d, That a treaty, previous to the operations of 
our army ſhould be ſettled with the Nabob on the 
above points; likewiſe as to the grants of Jagheery 
Sunnuds for the three provinces of Burdwan, Mid- 

8 or, and Chittagong, the ſettlement of our 

trade, 
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trade, on the footing we demand it to be on, until 
the pleaſure of the Company is known, and a ra- 
tification of the reſt of the ſeveral, demands made 
on Coſſim Aly Cawn, which we may think indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary to ſtick to. | 
That the expences of the war be defrayed by the 


Nabob, and indemnification for all real loſſes, that 


may be ſuſtained by private perſons of this ſettle- 
ment in the courſe of the war, and ſince the com- 
mencement of theſe diſputes, if owing to them: 
The capture of whatever treaſure may be mace 
from the preſent Nabob, to belong to Meer Jaffier, 
to enable him to anſwer the above diſburſements, 
and to make a gratification to the troops of his 
Majeſty, and thoſe of the Company. 


Mr. Billers“; Opinion. 


. 


from the Subaſhip, a perſon of influence ſhould 
de put in poſſeſſion of the Government, for on a 
declaration of ſuch our intention, it is to be ima- 
gined many of the Zemindars that are diſaffected to 
the preſent Subah, would declare themſelves in 
our favour. He would have ſuch perſons put 
under proper rellrictions; likewiſe thoſe Sunnuds 
for the lands now called Tuncaws, changed into 
Jagheery Sunnuds, and confirmed by him as ſuch, 
and the ſeveral remaining articles inſiſted on from 
the preſent Nabob, ratified by him: that he ſhould 
be obliged to hold his Court at Moorſhedabad, 
and evacuate Mongheer, and only look on it as a 
frontier town, and guard it as ſuch : he ſhould be al- 
lowed a proper number of troops to guard the three 
provinces and collect his revenues, which number 
ſhould be ſettled by the Governor and Council, 
and limited ſo as to put it out of his power to * 


© Mr. Billers gives it as his opinion, that if the 
preſent Nabob is in conſequence of a war removed 
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but that no ſtep ſhould be taken in the affair until 
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the Engliſh : he ſhould. be put in poſſeſſion of all 
the treaſure that may be found in Mongheer, and 
ſuch riches as may belong to the preſent Nabob. _ 
For reimburſing the expences of the Company,” 
and loſſes ſuſtained. by private people, he ſhould be 
obliged to allow a certain ſum which may hereafter 
be ſtipulated, VVV 17 
If he (Mr. Billers) is called upon to nominate 
a man, he thinks the former Nabob, Meer Jaffier 
Aly Cawn, in every reſpect a proper perſon. 

He is further of opinion, that a proper recom- 
peace ſhould be made both to the King's and Com- 
pany's troops, for putting the perſon fixed upon 


in full poſſeſſion of the Government. 


Major Adams's Opinion. : 


In caſe it ſhould be deemed neceſſary to remove 
the Nabob, in conſequence of a war, I think it 
will be requiſite to ſer ſome perſon up in oppoſition 
to him, whoſe influence in the country may draw 
to his and our aſſiſtance many of the Nabob's 
Officers, „ 

As I am not acquainted with either the influence 
or abilities of che principal men of the country, I 
beg l-ave to refer to the ſentiments, of the other 
Gentlemen at the Board, whoſe perſonal acquaint- 


ance with them, and knowledge of their characters, 


enables them to judge who would be the propereſt 
perſon to treat with on an affair of ſuch importance. 


The perfon nominated ſhould, I think, be laid 
under ſuch reſtrictions, as to render him incapable 
of diſturbing the trade and tranquillity of the 


country, and oblige himſelf to reimburſe the Com-' 
pany the whole expence of the war, and ſatisfy the 
private merchants for the loſſes they may ſuſtain; 


the 
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the Board have received anſwers to their letters 
written to Meſirs. Amyatt and Hay, on the gth 


and ioth inſtant. 


Although ſome of the demands made on the 


| Nabob, and which have occafioned his preſent ill 
diſpoſition, are ſuch as I have always diſapproved, 
and thought unjuſt, and ſuch as the Company's 
intereſts are no way concerned in, yet 1 

and believed the Nabob would have acquieſced 
therein, and waited with patience until an anſwer 


could be received from the Court of Directors. But 


as he is ſo raſh and ill adviſed, as to commit acts 
of violence againſt us of ſuch a nature, as 

a total rupture, I ſhall uſe all diligence in 

rwarding the neceſſary preparations for ſuch an 
event ; and notwithſtanding my diſapprobation of 
the ſteps by which this war is likely to be brought 
on, at a time when the Company's buſineſs meets 
with no interruption, yet, when hoſtilities do una- 
voidably : commence, no one will be more forward 


in promoting ſuch vigorous meaſures, as ſeem moſt 


conducive to bring it to a ſpeedy iflue. , | 
While fuch meaſures are purſuing, and we are 
here; as but war, I ſhall chink it my duty to remain 
in a ſtate of ſoon as I ſee our Honourable maſters 
affairs reſtored to a ſtate of ſecurity and tranquil- 
Ety, I am determined to quit the chair, as I will 
never be concerned in a ſecond regulation of the 
Goveroment af the provinces, after the depoſing 
of Coſſim Aly Cawu, which I ſuppoſe to be the 
intent of the war, and in all human probability, 
will be ſpeedily accompliſhed. ee 
I was one of the Board of ſelect committee, who 
in the month of September 1760, determined 
| : ON 
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on the treaty with Coſſim Aly Cawn, which ſoon 
after brought him to the Nizamur. Although our 
reſolutions were unanimous, ſome members, Who 
were at that time not in Bengal, raifed afterwards 
abundance of objections, were not ſparing of te- 
proaches againſt the members who were preſent, 
and ſome even declated they thought that treaty 
not binding upon them: a ſtrong oppoſition was 
formed thereon, and every opportunity. has ſince: 
been taken of aggravating diſputes with the Nabob, 
by which means jealouſies and ſuſpicions have been 
nouriſhed, until they are grown to the ſtate in 
which we now ſee them. Ok rs os . 
Thus experienced, it is not ſurpriſing that I 
ſhould be unwilling to give my vote for any par- 
ticular perſon to ſucceed Coſſim Aly Cawn, or to 
enter into a diſcuſſion of the Company's right to 
nominate to ſuch ſucceſſion, upon which ſore doubta 
may ariſe, for although they may contra& with 
the neareſt heir to ſupport his pretenſions, which 
was the nature of our engagement with Coffim Aly. 
Cawn, it may not follow that they have a right 
to proceed to a new appointment, in cafe there be 
no heir to the ſame family: but as it is my defign 
that my Government ſhall expire as ſoon as Coſſim 
Aly Cawn is depoſed, and the tranquillity of the 
country reſtored ; it is more for our Honourable 
maſters benefit, and the welfare of the province, 
that all queſtions relative to the ſucceſſion, be de- 
cided by thoſe who will remain here to ſupport the 
perſon in whoſe favour they may turn. 
Whatever may be the reſolutions of the Board, 
J ſhall do my utmoſt to promote their ſucceſsful 
execution, as long as IJ remain in the chair; and 
the perſon who may be treated with, I think ſhould 
engage to pay the Company ſuch a fum as may 
be ſtipulated for the expences of the war; as like- 
Vile ſuch further ſum as ſhall be agreed on for'in- 
J | gemnification 
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demnification of the loſſes which the merchants, 
hying under our protection, will nee, ſuffer ; 
in eit concerns in the en ; 
ig DSI © | 

0 After theſe opinions had been read and much 
debate paſſed on the ſubject at the Board, it was 
3 that the members ſhould take time, till 
the next meeting, to termine on A matter of ſuch 


importance. 


en ms 23d er che following letter. 


+. < K 


W 3 5 5 * a Dre from Meſſrs. Amyatt | 
[ gur Hay to the Board. 


«3:7 | | 


5 Dated June I4, 105 

Ir appears to us 3 the Nabob's difoobtion of 
his forces,. both by his ſtrengthening the detach- 
nts towards Beerboom and Moorſhedabad, and 


His ordering to be aſſembled at Patna his troops 


from the high country and other places to the weſt- 
ward, and from what he has dropt in converſation, 
that he deſigns to attack at the fame time both Burd- 
wan and our forces at Patna, in hopes of ſubduing 
them. before they can be ſuccoured. He conti- 
nues to treat us with the greateſt flight, and we 
almoſt daily meet with inſults from his people. 
We have thought it neceſſary to write you the 


above, and to forward you a duplicate of the cy - 


pher, the receipt of which you have not yet acknowv- 
ledged; as we are doubtful what the event may be 
on our delivering the Governor's letter to his Ex- 
cellency to-morrow, eſpecially as we have receiv- 


eld ſo little protection from him for our people 


ſince we have been here, and he ſeems to have ſo 
high an opinion of his own force; which: we ima - 
GA is led to by the Armenian, who is his ſole 

1935 Miniſter, 
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Miniſter, and we believe the only perſon that in- 
fluences him to a rupture. The laſt time we were 
with the Nabob he told us that peace or war de- 

nded on the removing our troops from Patna, 
which if we complied with; he would then talk 
on buſineſs. „ 

Our Gentlemen were again ſtopped this morning 
at the ſame Chokey, and carried priſoners to the 
Nabob through. his army. The Nabob has been 
pleaſed to ſay, he has confined the people, and will 
give us fatisfaction for this. 

A Note in cypher. 

We delivered the Govern6?'s letter to the Nabob 
this morning; on reading which, he immediately 
declared there was war; but told us we might wait 
until we received | the Governor and CounciFs 
orders, and ſend: him under our hands and ſeals the 
amount of them; when in caſe they did not order 
down our troops from Patna, he would ſend us 
paſſports to go to Calcutta, but that he would de- 
tain Mr. Hay for ſecurity, that his Aumils and 
people in our Hands be delivered up. We conclude 
that the  Nabob's view in this, is principally the 
ſafety of Petruce. We therefore recommend the 
immediate ſecuring of that man, as Mr. Hay's 
only e who has ann to remain with an 
Nabob. | 2 

W. a. I * precaution which they recoms 
mended with reſpect to Coja-Petruce;/ was accords 
ingly obſerved, though there was ſufficient reaſon 
to think their fornjiſe groundleſs, ſince the Nabob's 
declared pretence for detaining Mr. Hay, was the 
moſt natural conſtruction that could be put 
upon that action; and had he ſtopped here, the 
ſtricteſt juſtice could hardly have condemned him 
for it, after the provocation which we had given: 
_ hd the example which we had allerded him. a 
ieee 2d ee een vB 


— 


» In 


ss ORIGINAL PAPERS 


The next letter contained a ſhort glimpſe of hope, 
afviog juſt reaſon to think, that the Nabob, having 
tried the effects of a long oppoſition, and; dreaded 
the conſequences of a war, was now reſolved to 
conſent to peace upon any C — or ther 
was as follows. 


| * * . - Copy Va Letter fr Mops Amt 
"and Hay 70 the Board. 


| Dated 19 Indo 1763 | 


Ta 18 evening - Rajah Nobit Roy has been 
5 with us, to 1 us, that his Excellency 
Conſents to releaſe the boats with arms immediately, 
and will treat without perfiſting/in his preliminary 
demand, of removing the troops from Patna; and 
we have accordingly aged to wait on _ to- 
morrow. 1 


be flattering proſpect which this ; dk hat 
opened, vaniſhed almoft in the inſtant of its firſt 
exiſtence, and was ſucceeded by flying reports of 
troubles already commenced at Patna, which, 
though impoſſible to be traced to any credible au- 
Morey: and told with improbable and contradic- 
tory circumſtances, yet left no doubt that ſome 
extraordinary and calamitous event had ING rife 
to them. What added to the credit of theſe ru- 
mours was, that we had not heard from Patna for 
fome days, and on the goth of the month we were 
informed by -a letter from the Gentlemen at Col- 
fimbuzar, that our Dauks had been made priſoners 
by the Faugedar of Rajemohull, and the letters 
ſeized, by which our communication with Faun 
and Mongheer was entirely ſtopped. 

In the mean time were received, tus letters in 

2 very different ſtyle from the Nabob, one on the 
3 | 26th, 


& 


. 4 


$6 between us.“ 
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£6th, and the other on the 29th of June 3 both of 
them are here inſerted, and the reader is left to 
make the obvious comments on the pacific diſpo- 
fition, which the Nabob plainly ſhewed to the laſt, 
until he was driven to the neceſſity of ſtanding on 


his defence, by the actual hoſtilities begun by the 
#60 at re 


As 6. — o . 4 | Letter Ao the Nabob 5 to the 
WRAY £90, een | 
5 40 22 15 RY N Dated 19 June 176. 


1 AVE — ohm kind letter Sik 1 
vou write, that You have read the liſt of 


1 demands preſented by Mr. Amyatt, with my 
d anſwer to each article, that it is ſurprizing that 


e not one of them has been conſented to. That 
* F repeatedly: write for the removal of the troops 
from Patna ; and that you and Mr. Amyatt 
* never wrote to me that arms were not diſpatched 
to that place; but that the forces which are al- 


* ready there want muſkets, that I had ſtopped ſix 
& boats loaded with muſkets, and taken from the 


Company's Gomaſtah at Babar 2000 maunds 


of ſalt.petre ; that 4 or oO muſkets, or 2000 


4 maundò of ſalt · petre, were no great matter to 


* either of us, but by ſuch unprofitable actions I 


a rendered entirely uſeleſs and ineffectual, all your 
„ endeavours and ſtudy to preſerve peace and union 


| < between us. That from all theſe circumſtances 
« you ſuppoſed, that I was reſolved upon a rup- 


, ture ; if ſo, that I ſhould write it plainly: that 


might be aſſured, that unleſs. I releaſed the 


% boats and arms, there would be an end to all 
4 9 and peace, and to all mutual concerns 


8 2 5 a Sir, 
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Sir, in my reply to each article of the demandes 
what have I anſwered contrary to the treaty, 
or not conformable to juſtice, or what buſineſs of 
yours have I put a ſtop to? Write me an inſtance, 
that I may know it. From the profeſſions of you, 
Gentlemen, and my own confidence in you, I af- 
ſured myſelf that the troops at Patna were for my 
ſervice, and for that reaſon I ſent for them. I now 
underſtand that they are kept at Patna for the de- 
fence and buſineſs of the factory, and for my 
grievance and detriment. Had I known as much 
before, I ſhould not have ſent for them, nor had 
I any cther reaſon for deſiring their removal from 
Patna ; but that Mr. Ellis is my profeſſed enemy, 
and for theſe two years: has created: diſturbances, 
 Jeaving unattempted no means to ruin my afalg. 
For this reaſon, if you think it proper to keep up 
forces at Patna, and that the boats of arms ſhould 
be releaſed, it is fit that you appoint Mr. Amyatr, 
or Mr. MGwire, or Mr. Haſtings, which ſoe ver 
of theſe Gentlemen you approve of, to the Chief- 
ſnip of Patna, and remove Mr. Ellis from, that 
place. 5 By this means good order will be intro- 
duced into both our affairs; but if you, Gentlemen, 
are reſolved at all events upon a rupture, write me 
JJ 45d 360560059 enagmol). 12 
Whoever wrote you, Gentlemen, that I had 
feized your ſalt - petre, wrote an abſolute falſe- 
hood, and with a wicked deßgn. It is true that 
4 or 500 muſkets are of no great matter to you. 
Nevertheleſs, they would be of uſe tome in the 
appearance which they would have with the Ze- 
mindars, and the common people of this country. If 
you will oblige me, by granting me this flight fa- 
-vour, I may at length reap this benefit (he it great 
ore ſmall) in three years, from the inſſuenee of the 
Company, and the kindneſs of you, Gentlemen. 
The amount of their price, I will pay; if you will 
3 22 not 
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not give them, you are the maſters of your own 
goods. Vou ought to conſider: well from what 
quarter war and diſcord ſhew themſelves : for in- 
ſtance, the Engliſh Couneil has ſent ſtrict orders 
to all the Gomaſtahs of their factories, that upon 
any fault being committed by any of the Officers 
of the Sircar, they ſhall, without acquainting me, 
or my Naibs, or Aumils, chaſtize them, and carry 
them away priſoners. And though I had diſmiſſed 
Mahomed: Aly from my ſervice, and ſent for 
him, when he had waited a few days to p:epare 
his accounts, and was upon the point of ſerting out 
for this place, your people ſeized him, and carried 
him to Calcutta; and beſides this, they have im- 
priſoned ſeveral others of the Officers of the Sircar. 
It is needleſs to write what diſgrace they have 
thrown upon my affairs. Had 1 refuſed to puniſh 
them upon conviction of their faults, yet, in that 
cafe, it would not have been juſt to quarrel with 
my Officers. Whatever claims, or ſeiſures, or war, 
or force were to be made, ought to have fallen 
upon me. After fo opprobrious an act, ſo oppoſite 
to the rules of friendſhip, what room was there 
left for mutual confidence? | 

To your demand, that I ſhould write plainly, 
whether my deſigns are for war, I declare to you 
plainly, that I, upon no account, deſire a war with 
ou, Gentlemen, nor do I interrupt either the 
Company's trade, or your foreign commerce. But 
you, Geatlemen, ſetting on foot once or twice every 
year a new treaty, enter into negotiations, and 
inſt on an anſwer to your own liking: by this 
you leave me without remedy: whatever is to be 
done, delay not: if ] have done any thing contrary 
to the old treaty, acquaint me with it. Tou have 
taken Burdwan and the other countries, for de- 
fraying the expences of the Engliſh army, and in 
the old treaty you have written, that your army 


5 hall 
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ſhall attend me, and now when I deſire you to 
remove the forces from Patna, and ſuffer them to 
attend me, you make excuſes and denials : this is 
foreign from juſtice. With reſpect to Mr, Ellis, 
how ſhall I ſpeak, or how ſhall I write? What 
quarrels he has made with my people from the 
beginning, and how he has injured my affairs : now 
he is every. day making preparations againſt Meer 
Mahomed Mahdy Cawn, and making a ſhew of 
his forces before him, and is ready to attack him. 
In this caſe, I and my people are without remedy. It 
is the duty of every man to defend his own honour. 
P. S. Sir, Concerning what you write of Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn's monthly allowance; you 


know that I have not at this time an Aumil in my 


place, and that the revenues of the Sircar are at a 
ftand ; as ſoon as the Aumils are gone into their 


ſtations, I will without fail diſcharge it. ; 


Ab. n « Letter fron the Nabob i 


the Governor, 


1 AVE already acquainted you fully and re- 


peatedly with the affairs of this place, and you 
will have underſtood the whole. At this time, 
upon the receipt of your letter, in which you inſiſt 
on the releaſe of the boats laden with -muſkets; I 
have complied with your deſire, and releaſed the 
boats with the muſkets: but Meſſrs. Amyatt 
and Hay have given me this plain anſwer, that 


they received an order of the Council, which is, 


that the troops at Patna ſhall never be removed, 


as Jou will obſerve by the letter written to me by 


thoſe Gentlemen, of which I ſend you a copy. 


| Dated 22 June 1763. 
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4s to the particulars: of Mr. Ellis, what-ſhall I 
write ?. Daily is he ſecking an occaſion to quarrel 
with Meer Mahonied Mahdy Cawn Bahadre, and 
now by what I can learn, that gentleman is bent 
upon the deſign bf aſſiulting the fort of Patna. 

Jo this purpole I have juſt received an arzee from 

Meer Mahomed Mahdy Cawn Bahadre, with a 
paper of news of that quarter. TI opened them in 

the preſence of Meſſts. Amyatt and Hay. A copy 
of each I ſend you incloſed in this letter for your 
peruſal, and from them you will have a clear view 
of all particulars. And in the fame manner the 
Engliſſi Seapoys are committing all manner of vio- 
lence and hoſtilicies, A letter upon this ſubject, - 
which [I received from Maſhing, the Aumil of that 
quarter, I have ſhewn to the ſaid gentleman, and 
now ſend you a copy of it likewiſe for your infor- 
mation. 
By your friendſhip and kindneſs my affairs bie 
been brooght to this paſs. The meaneſt perſon 
that exiſts could never have iubmitced to ule ſo 
great a forbearance. And that I have forborne ſo 
long was owing to this only, that your reputation 
might not ſuffer with your matters. I now leave 
you to your own concerns, ſince Mr. Ellis has pro- 
ceeded to ſuch lengths as to prepare ladders and 
platforms, in order to take the ſort of Patna; now 
you may take whatever meaſures you think beſt for 
the intereſt of the Company and your own. I re- 
peatedly wrote to you to releaſe me from this buſi- 
neſs, and appoint another, but you did not ever 
reply to me on this ſubject. Since the Chiefs of the 
factories are ſtretching out their hands againſt my 
honour and reputation, I and my people are in 
every reſpect without remedy, nor is it in my 8 
to uſe any longer forbearance. 

P. S. Sir, ſince the receipt of the former arzee 


from Meer Mahomed Cawn Bahadre; another arzee - 
9 5 with 


| 
| 


in my azdaſht. 
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with a paper of news is arrived. The ſubſtance 
of it is, that the Engliſh are throwing down the 
houſes of Baukypoor, and.expelling the tenants, in 
order to make intrenchments. When the Zemin- 
dar of that place went to Mr. Carſtairs to repre- 
ſent this affair to him, that gentleman paid no re- 
gard to him. I fend you incloſed a copy of the ar- 
ace, and the per of news. 


Copy of a Letter from Meer Mahomed Mahdy 
Can Bahadre, 0 the Nabob. 


Have eontinually repreſented to your Excel- 
lency, that the Chief of the factory at Patna is 


| bent upon a rupture, and your Excelſency, in an- 


ſwer to my arzees, continually informs me, that a 


peace will ſhortly be concluded, and the Engliſh 
troops withdrawn from Patna. I have ſent repeat- 


ed repreſentations of the ſtate of this place, that 
#hat gentleman was reſolved on a rupture, inſomuch 
that he has even made platforms and high ladders 
for ſcaling the walls of the fort. One day he made 
them ready with this defign, and was near the 
walls, when a ſtorm of wind and rain came on and 
cauſed bim to defer it. This is our ſtate; But 


your Excellency neither ſends reinforcements, nor 


gives me any orders to fight. What then am I to 
Jo, ſitting here inactive? Since the Seapoys of 
Bengal have gained an ill name for their treachery 
to the former Nazims, it is not in my power to 
bring myſelf to ſo much forbearance and want of 
ſpiric. If that Chief is determined on a quarrel, I 
will put up with no more inſults, but will _ 
4 bim. 


P. S. On the == of the Moon, this: Sata 


of the Sircar delivered me a paper of news, which 


J ſend for your Excellency" $ Nen W -l 


| Cop) 
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6 Copy of the Paper of News. 


I have repeatedly informed your Excellency of 
the diſturbances committed by Mr. Ellis. This is 
the preſent ſtate, The diſturbances created by the 
ſaid gentleman daily increaſe, his Seapoys come 
cloſe to the fort, and give ill language to the peo- 
ple of the fort, and ſay to them, What do you 
ſitting in the fort? Why do you not come out 
«© into the plain that we may cut your heads off?” 
In this manner they uſe inſulting expreſſions. And 
that gentleman has alſo made platforms and high 
Jadders for ſcaling the walls. One day with this 
deſign he approached the fort, when a ſlorm of 
wind and rain came on and cauſed him to defer it. 
I daily write to you what paſſes, but your Excel- 
lency takes no meaſures for redreſſing theſe matters, 

and Meer Mahomed Mahdy Cawn Bahadre will nor 

fight without your orders. WY rt 

Second Paper of News. | 

Io the weſt of Moorlidar's garden dwelt many 
«tenants. Mr. M*Leod turned them out, pulled 
their houſes down, and threw them upon the in- 
trenchments, where builders are at work. The 
Zemindar of the place taking the tenants with him, 
carried them before Captain Carſtairs,” and com- 
palained, but receiving no anſwer, was forced to re- 
turn with the tenants to his own houſe. 


Copy of a Letter from Maſhing to the Nabob. 


I Have before - repreſented the particulars of the 
LJ œaſſault made by Diaram, the Engliſh Gomaſtah, 
with a body of 500 Seapoys, &c. at the laſt pahr 
of the night, on the Cutcherry of the Pergunnah of 
 Babrbund, At this time about 700 men, Euro- 

Toft peans 


r : — 
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peans and Seapoys, arrived at Cheelmary in the 
ſaid Pergunuah, have plundered the merchants and 
2 and making their way to the Cutcherry 


early in the morning, they attacked my peſhcar in 


Ranny Gunge. They killed and wounded about 
fifteen of my peons, &c. and committed great ra- 
vages ; though they are now returned to Dacca, 


. hey wil not deſiſt from their hoſtile intentions. 
heſe di 


ifturbances repeatedly cauſed by the Engliſh 


have entirely ruined the Pergunnah. The tenants 


are fled, the revenues are entirely at a ſtand, and 
the lands are waſte, Added to theſe damages the 


Tuncaw of the Rungamatty Fougedar has ſuffered, 


and your Excellency can well judge in what manner 
the balances are to be recovered, and the new col - 
lectons made amidſt theſe diſorders. Alſo the paſt 
diſturbances have made it neceſſary to entertain a 
few horſe and foot for the protection of my honour, 
and 1 have. been obliged to borrow money to pay 
them two months pay. I requeſt that a Perwana 
may be granted m me for a Tuncaw. | 


3636. We were now upon he brink of a war, | 
and no time was to be loſt, wherefore, on the 2d 


of July orders were given for the army to march, 


and on the 4th arrived the following note in cy- 


„from Mr. Amyatt, directed to Mr. Ellis, but 


rought by miſtake to Calcutta, inſtead of another 
of the lame tenor addreſſed to the Board. 


We are made priſoners, as far as ſeizing our 


boats and ſurrounding of us can make us; the boats 


with arms were ſtopped a few miles from hence, 


TY „ee June 21, 1763. 


Tbe Hircarah who brought the news, 1 . 
That being fiopped and detained a little on this 
bde of — by the n — he learnt 


83 7 that 
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that Mr. Amyatt was gone to Patna, and that our 
forces there had attacked and taken the city. 

Though we could not depend upon this news, 
yet there was too ſufficient reaſon to look upon the 
breach between the Nabob and us as irreparable; 
nor was the Preſident at a loſs — part to act in 
the ſcenes which were preſented to him. 

Hirherto he had regarded the Nabob as the in- 
jured party, whoſe conduct from the beginning of 
his Government to the opening of our laſt diſputes, 
and even to the preſent period, had been irre- 
proachable, except in a very few inſtances which 
may be juſtly placed to the diſtreſs and deſpair 
to which he was driven. The Preſident confidered 
himſelf as the inſtrument of the Nabob's advance» 

ment, and therefore, in honour bound to ſupport 
him, whilſt he obſerved the conditions to which 
he had engaged himſelf with the Company, and 
from his ftation as Preſident, he was more eſpe- 
cially concerned to preſerve the ſecurity of the Com- 

s intereſts, and the tranquillity of the country 
upon the: eſtabliſhment, which he had ſo principal 
a ſhare in forming. Therefore, in all the diſputes, 
he had placed himſelf between the Nabob and the 
rage of his opponents, till the flame grew too vio- 
lent to be extinguiſhed, and threatened our own 
poſſeſſions. The ſame principle. which had before 
engaged him in defence of the Nabob, now oblig- 
ed him to Join with his aggreſſors in repelling the 
evils'to which the Company and the nation were ex- 
poſed. An object which ought to en. every 
other conſideration. 

Theſe motives had hidueed him to form the reſo- 
lution which he had before publicly declared in a 

minute already noticed of the 2oth of June, to re- 
main in the chair, and aſſiſt in all the operations of 
the war, till it ſhould be brought to a final iſſue; 
N ® co * other members of the 11 to 
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form a new plan of Government, in which he was 
determined to have no concern. This reſolution he 
now repeated to the Board in the following minute, 
believing, from the Hircarah's report, that Mr. 
Ampyatt, who was the next in ſucceſſion to che 


chair, was now at Fatns. 8 


Cc 8 Copy of the Govinies Minute in Conſulate 
| of the 4th of July 1763- 


54 1 think it certain, from the e of our 7405 

ters, the intelligence of the Hircara, and other re- 
ports, that hoſtilities have begun at Patna, and that 
the breach with the Nabob is irreparable; that the 
army under the command of Major Adams ſhould 
therefore march on towards Mongheer with all ex- 
. to ſecure the Company's poſſeſſions, and 

ng the war to a ſpeedy iſſue, although 1 am quite 
of opinion, as I always have been, that it would 
be begun, continued, and ended by our. force at 
Patna. For the reſt, as it is my reœſolution, for 
the reaſons mentioned in my minute of the 20th of 
June, to quit the Government as ſoon as the war 
is ſo far determined, as that the Company's ſettle- 
ments and poſſeſſions run no riſk, and which, I 
doubt not, will be the caſe before the month of 
September, I ſhall be glad that Mr. Amyatt, who 
we have reaſons to hope is ſafe at Patna, was direct- 
ed to return to Calcutta by that time, to receive 
ſrom me the charge of the Government, with the 
papers and inſtructions thereunto belonging. 

The minutes entered in conſultation of the 26th 
of June, regarding the plan for ſettling the Govern- 
ment, in caſe of the removal of Coſſim Aly Cawa 
from the Subaſhip, were now read again at the 
Board, in order to come to ſome concluſion upon 
the point; and the opinions of Major Carnac and 
Mr. Batſon, which had not been taken with the 


reſt, were now delivered in the following terms. 
Major 


Bas Lg 2 


be cougtry will flock to his ſtandard. 3 
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% tset Major Carnac's Opinion. 8 


| g Tbough Major Carnac intirely diſapproves of the 
revolution in favour of Coſſim Aly Cawn, and did 
not deem the authority by which it was effected as 


ſufficient,” from a conviction if the whole Council 


had been conſulted, the majority would have been 


againſt it; yet from the moment we had che ad- 


vice of our employers having acquieſced therein, it 
became our common duty to ſupport to the utmoſt 


the new Nazim, ſo long as our rights and privi- 


jeges were not infringed by him, and the Major 
can ſafely aver, no perſon at the Board is more 
truely concerned than himſelf, at the meaſures we 
are under the neceſſity of taking. The Nabob 


Coſſim Aly Cawn has for ſome time paſt ſnewn ſuch 


an indiſpoſition towards us, as would render it the 
height of folly to place any confidence in him; and 
however inclined the Board have ſhewn themſelves 


by their, long forbearance, and ſending deputies to 
the eſtabliſhment of a mutual friendſhip, he has 


by his late acts abſolutely put it out of our power 
conſiſtently with honour, to come to an accommo- 


dation with him. We ſhall therefore be juſtified 


to the Company and the world, in exerting our 
endeavours for the reſtoration, of Meer Jaffier, an 
attonement which Major Carnac looks upon as due 
ochim, for the injuſtice, which he thinks was done 
im in depoſing him. And as he is of opinion he 


ſhould be proclaimed at Calcutta, and taken up 
with Major Adams to Moorſhedabad, and there 


placed upon the Maſnud, that a manifeſto ſhould 
he puhliſhed, ſetting forth the reaſons for the change 


of Government; and there is no doubt but as Meer 


Jaffier, from the conſideration in which he has for 


many years been held, muſt have a number of 


friends, ſeveral of the moſt conſiderable perſons in 
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Purnea Petre to be given to the Company. 
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D 6.——Major Carnac begs leave to ſubmit to 
the Board the — which in his opinion ſhould be 
made the ground-work of a treaty to be concluded 
between us and Meer Jaffier. 

The confirmation of the ceſſion of the three pro- 
vinces of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, 
with this alteration, that they be now made over to 
us in property, inſtead of their revenues only being 

to us, as is the caſe at preſent. — 

An univerſal] freedom of trade to be ed us, 
and the other privileges which the deputies were 
commiſſioned to demand of Coflim Aly Cawn. 

The defraying the expences of the war, and a full 


- Indemnification to be made to the private ſufferers, 


as well as to the public, for all loſſes ſuſtained; To 
enable Meer Jaffier to do ſo immediately, the trea- 


| fare-of Com Aly Cawn, if laid hold of, to be put 


into his hands; but in cafe ef failure herein, the re- 
venues of the Nuddea province to be mortgaged to 
us, till every body is reimburſed. The farm of the 


The ill conſequence of fuffering an overgrowth 
of power in a Nabob, being but too apparent, he 


ſhould in fable de fo Rin ert in the Mun der of his 


forces, as to be obliged to have his main depen- 
dance upon thoſe of the Engliſh. The principal of 
our troops ſhould therefore be ſtationed at Burrum- 
(where there is a piece of ground already 
E our, and given to us) where proper canton- 
ments may be erected, wherever he has occaſion for 
their ſervices, and this e will preſerve our 
military, it being a very healthy ſpot, whereas they 
have fatally experienced — yike two laſt net = 
— the-unhealrhuneſs of ee 


G. .. Batfon's „ 


Tbe Nabob Coſſim Aly Cawn has plainly mani- 


ſeſted, by his — conduct, ſince 1 has been 
raiſed 


* "1 
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raiſed to the Subadary, and more particulacly by 
the ſeveral acts of hoſtility, to which he has lately 


proceeded, that he has the moſt inveterate enmity 
againſt us, and that his deſign is to extirpate us en- 


_ tirely out of his country, if ever it ſhould be in his 


power; the delays already procured by the gentle- 
men, who have ſo ſtrenuouſly ſupported his cauſe, 
have ſubjected our affairs to great dangers and i in- 
cotvreniences; and brought on us ſome: diſgraces. 2 

Tam of opinion therefore, that to keep terms 


57 with Meer Coſſim any longer, or attempt any ac- 


commodation with him, is highly detrimental to 


the” intereſts of the Company - and Nation; and 1 


ropoſe that we reinſtate the old Nabob in his ge- 


vernment, of which he has been unjuſtly deprived; 
hereby I think we ſhall attain the deſirable end of 
eſtabliſhing the Company's affairs on a ſolid foun- 


dation, and clear ourfelves of the imputation of 4 
breach of faith, which though really due to a faction 


among us, has through this eie deen caſt on | 
W nation in n $53 e 3 F 120 


The majority of opinions oqrcring in makes appoint- 


ment of another:perion-to the Subaſhip, this point 
came the next under conſideration, and the choice 
of the Board fell of courſe upon Jaffier Aly Cawn, 


Mr. Haſtings and the Preſident remaining neuter 


upon the occaſion; and it was accordingly reſolved 
that he ſhould be reſtofed to the Nizamut. The 
next day we received two letters from Mr. Amyatt; 
the firſt dated from Seapunge, the 28th of June, 


adviſing us, that from all the Nabob's actions he 


and Mr. Hay both judged that he intended War, 


and that he would attack our trodps at Patna; that 
four days before an Armenian Commander, with 
a ſtrong remforcement of horſe, foot, and cannon, 


went to Patna, and that the Armenians ſolely ma- 
7 him, and urged the diſputes. The laſt dated 


from 
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from Lootee, the goth of June, and adviſed us; 
that the Nabob had given him a paſſport, and pur 
a man with him to conduct him and his party fafe 


to Calcutta. That night we received a letter from 


Coſſim Buzar, which gave us the firſt melancholy. 
news of the treacherous attack of Mr. Amyatt and 
his party, whilſt they were paſſing the city of Moor- 
ſhedabad, by which Mr. Amyatt and fome other 


gentlemen were flain, and the reſt made priſoners: 


This ſhocking. intelligence being the next day con- 


firmed: by. ſome. of the gentlemen's ſervants, and 
one or — ſoldiers of the party who had eſcaped 
the fate of the reſt, determined the Board imme- 


diately to declare war againſt Coſſim Aly Cawn; 


and the Nabob Jaffier Aly Cawa having conſented 


to take upon him the Government, the following 
declaration of war againſt Coſſim Aly Cawn, and 


of the reſtoration of Jaffier Aly Cawn was drawn 
up. _ by the members of the Council, and 


Publickly read through the town, copies thereof 
being diſperſed amongſt the Zemindars and other. 


n rende of 10 . 


E 6. . bf the- Proclamation of the Nitob 
Meer Jaffier. 


The Nabob Meer Mabomed Colin Aly Cawn; 


having entered upon and committed acts of open 
hoſtility againſt the Engliſn nation, and the inter- 
eſt of the Engliſh United Eaſt India Company, we 
on their behalf, are reduced to the neceſſity of de- 
claring war 2vinſt. him; and having come to a 
reſolution of placing the Nabob Meer Mahomed 
Jaffier Cawn Bahadre again in the Government; 
we now proclaim and acknowledge him as Subadar 
of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa: and 
further, as the ſaid Coſſim Aly Cawn has likewiſe 


exerciſed acts of violence and oppreſſions over 20 
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of the principal merchants and inhabitants of the 
country, to their entire ruin; we do hereby require 
all manner of perſons under our juriſdiction, ad 
alſo invite all other Officers, and inhabitants of the 
country, to repair to the ſtandard of the Nabob 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Bahadre, to aſſiſt him 
in defeating the deſigns of the faid Coſſim Aly 
m and e eſtabliſing himſelf i in the Su- 


* Countil a Fort William the 5h day 
of July 1563; under our hands and the ſeal 


of the laid United Eaſt Iodia Company. an 


Wilk the Bund were ring; the following let 
ter atrived from Meer Coſſim; and confirmed what 
we had for ſome days apprehended, the news of FOE 


defeat of our mr en at 1 


The . ſurprized 420 edn Abet TY 

dance; by our troops in the night of the 24th of 
June; and by the diſorderly behaviour of the troops 
engaged in the plunder of the place, was retakert 
by à handful of the Nabob's people the next morn- 
ing, after which loſs the cds remains of the 
army retired acroſs the river, and were then all 9 


i or . . 2; oo” * 
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Dated the 28th Ju une 1165 


Feng ene! belicve Me. Ellis to be my invei 
terate enemy, but from his actions I now find 
was inwardly my friend, as appears by this ftep; 
which be bas added to the others. Like a night. 
robber, he aſſaulted the Kella of Patna; robbed 
and plundered the Bazar, and all the merch- 
Vol. II. T ants 


ants and inhabitants of the city, ravaging, ſlaying 
from the morning till: the third pahr (afternoon); 
When I requeſted of you 2 or 300 muſkets laden 
on boats, you would not conſent to it; this unhappy 
man, in conſequence of his inward 1 fa 
voured me in this fray and ſlaughter with all the 
muſkeis and cannon of his army, and is himfelf re- 


lieved and eaſed from his burden. Since it never 


was my deſire to injure the affairs of the Company, 
whatever loſs may have been occafioned by this un- 
happy man to myſelf in this tumult, I paſs over; 
but you, Gentlemen, muſt anſwer for any injury 
which the Company's affairs have ſuffered z and 
ſince you have unjuſtly and cruelly ravaged the 
city and deſtroyed-the people, and plundered ef. 
fects to the value of lacks of rupees, it becomes the 
juſtice of the Company to make reparation to the 
poor, as formerly was done for Calcutta. You, 
Gentlemen, were wonderful friends, having made a 
treaty to which you pledged the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt. You took from me a country to pay the 
"expences of yout army, with the condition that 
your troops ſhould always attend me, and promote 
my affairs. In effect you keep up a force for my 
deftruftion, fince from their hand ſuch events have 
proceeded. I am entirely of opinion that the Com- 
pany favour me, in cauling to be delivered ro me 
the rents for three years of my country; beſides 
this, for the violences and oppreſſions exereiſed by 
the Engliſh Gomaſtahs for ſeveral years paſt in the 
| territories of the Nizamut, and the large ſums ex- 
. torted, and the loſſes occalioned by them, it is 
proper and juſt that the Company make reſtitution 

at this time. This is all the trouble you need to 
take. In the ſame manner as you took Burdwan 
and the other lands, you muſt favour me in re- 
1 ROUT ORE — 
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This was followed by a note from the gentlemen 
at Coſſimbuzar, dated the night of che 4th of July, 
informing us, that the factory was ſurrounded by 
a numerous force, and that they expected an attack 
the next morning. The Nabob's letter putting it 
out of all doubt that our troops at Patna, which 
conſiſted of a * great part of our force, were en- 
tirely defeated, and the war becoming thereby more 
ſerious than had been expected; that no appearance 
of diſunion amongſt the Council might hurt the 
pdblic ſervice, the Preſident now reſolved to ſet his 
name to the declaration of war, and the treaties 
with Meer Jaffier, in which he had before declared 


his intention to have no ſhare. This he accord - 


ingly did, having firſt explained the motives for 


this change in his conduct, in the following mi- 
nute, delivered in the conſultation of the $th of 


July. de Op I eee 
i Profident's Minute. 


: -The Preſident, ſenſible that it will be ** for 
the public ſervice that we ſhould appear unanimous in 


every meaſure now. entered upon, for profecuting 


the war againſt Coſſim Aly Cawn with the utmoſt 
_ vigor, and ſupporting the alliance with Jaffier Aly 
Can, to re-eſtabliſh him in his governmeat, and 

particularly that it will be a ſatisfaction to the Na- 
bob Jaffier Aly Cawn, conſents. to ſign the pro- 

clamation, and all other public deeds which ſhall 

be made in conſequence. Now recording once for 
all, that he does not mean hereby to prejudice his 
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2 By a return from the commanding Officer dated the zoth 
April, the force under his command conſiſted of 220 Europe- 
an-lafantry, 57 of the Artillery, and 2709 Seapoys, of which 


very, few, were fick. The number of Officers not included in 
the foregoing was 27. The only dedudtion that we know of 
from this force was about 200 Seapoys, which Mr. Ellis ad- 


| viſed us had delerted the beginning of June. 
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former declarations and opinions entered on the 
F 6. a. A., Haſtings Mique. 
It is long ſince that I forehoded that our diſputes 
with the Nabob would terminate in an open rupture; 
but as from the ill opinion which 1 had! of his 
ſtcengih, I expected that our contention with bim 
would be of very ſhort duration, nor atherwiſe 
affect the intereſt of the Company, than in the 
future ill canſequences ef a broken and diſordered 
ſtate; and as I have not the ſame tie upon me 
with the Preſident, in reſpect to any military charge, 
it was my reſalution, as ſoon as a war ſhould be 
declared, to reſign the Company's ſervice; being 
unwilling on the one hand to join io giving autho- 
rity to paſt meaſures, of which 1 diſapproved, and 
to a new eſtabliſhment, which I judged detrimen- 
tal to the honour and intereft of the Company; 
and apprehenfive on the other, that my continu- 
ance at the Board might ſerve only to prejudice, 
rather than advance the good of the ſervice, in 
keeping alive by my preſence, the diſputes which 
have ſo long diſturbed our Councils. and retarded 
the public buſineſs, by contigual diſſents and pro- 
teſts. But ſince our late melamcholy advices. give 
us reaſon to apprehend a dangerous and trouble- 
ſome war, and from the unparallelled acts of bar- 
barity and treachery, with which it has opened on 
the part of the Nabob, it becomes the duty of every 
Rritiſn ſubject to unite in the ſupport of the com- 
mon cauſe; it is my intention to join my endea- 
vours for the good of the ſervice, not only as long 
as, the war ſhall laſt; but as long as the troubles 
conſequent from it may endanger either the Com- 
pany's affairs or the ſafety of this Colony; on the 
fame principle, and to remove evety appearance of 
difunion amongſt ourſelves, 1, wilt freely EY 


_— 
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hand to the declaration publiſhed. by the Boatd, 
though [ ſtill abide by the ſentiments which I have 
all pong 5 of the meaſures taken in the 
courſe of all our diſputes with the Nabob, hereby 
confirming all oy have declared in my former 
proteſts and minutes, which ſtand on record in gue) 
ngen, 5 


. 
* 


0 6 Ext of Confeltation of the 6 61h 7 I as 
(preſents Meſſrs. Vanſittart, Adams, Carnac, Bil. 
lers, Cartier, Haſtings, Marriott, and Was) F 


8 The committee appointed the 4th iaſtant, ſend 
in à letter accompanying the proceedings of two. 
committees held by them, and containing the ar- 
ticles which they thinł it neceſſary 1 the Nabob Meer 
Jaffier ſhould agree to before he is reſtored to 5h 
vernment. 5 
- The proceedings of their committee being read, 


and after ſome amendments approved of, 70 
Fe 758 be 880 entered as they now ſand, 
i ers e et v1 Calcutta, "oth. Tall 1763. 
At x committee blut Meſſrs * mm 
and Cartier. n e | $011 
This — beim moch 1 to the e 
1 Counts) Daus 2 


Read the treaty entered into with Sbrajali Dowla? 
Read do. do. with Meer Mahomed Jaitley: oy 
Cawn. rin tet: vi ts 
-: Read 10. do. nch Coſfim Aly nba 9k 3 ub 
Read me r No eee eme 


dof ab 


"The coma ittee- — ps Ip dered the ſak- 
ſtance of theſe ſeveral papers, are 'unanimouſly by 
opinion, that the following articles, with any 1 
which may hereafter occur, or be deemed neceſſary, 

2.3 ought 
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ought to be digeſted into the form of a treaty, and 
acceded to by Meer Mahomed Jaffier Aly Cawn, 
before he is reſtored to the Government, 
That we do engage to reinſtate the Nabob Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Aly Cawn Bahadre, in the Su- 
badary of the province of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orixa, on his agreeing to the following conditions. 
iſt, To confirm to the Company the ceſſion of 
the provinces of Burdwdn, Midnapoor, and Chirta- 
gong, made by Meer Coſſim, either by Jagheery 
Sunnuds, or ſuch deeds as may ſecure the property 
of them in the ſtrongeſt manner to the Company 
for ever. PE | 2 
à2d, To ratify and confirm to the Engliſh the 
| . granted by their Phirmaund and ſeveral 
[uſbulhookums of carrying on their trade, by 
means of their own duſtuck, free from all duties, 
taxes, and impoſitions, in all parts of the country, 
. excepting the article of ſalt, on which according to 
a reſolution already taken, we agree to pay a duty 
5 24 per cent. on the Rewana or Houghly mar- 
30. That he do grant to the Company the 
excluſive right of purchaſing the ſalt- petre of the 
ovince of Purnea ; that he do alſo grant to them 
* the ſpace of five years, the ſole privilege of 
making Chunam in the province of Sillet. Half 
whereof fhall be delivered to the Fougedar there, 
for the Nabob's uſe, at the rate which the prime 
colt and charges may amount to. 
* qthly, That as the troops of the Engliſh army 
ſhall always be ready to be employed in. the ſervice 
ef the Nabob, for the ſupport of his Government, 
and the defence of his country; the Nabob on his 
part ſhall agree, that he will maintain in his pay no 
greater number of trogps than ſix thoufand horſe, 
and twelve thouſand foot, for the protection of bis 


frontiers, and collecting of his revenues, ' © 
2 e. 


/ 
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„ Sthly, That wherever he ſhall think proper to 
fix his Cons, he ſhall agree to a body of our forces 
being always cantoned near his perſon, for the 
ſecurity. thereof and proteftiog of his Government; 
and that a Company's ſervant ſhall reſide at his 
Court to tranſact. any affairs between the W | 
and the Government. 

Sthly, That the late e iſſued out by 
Colm. Aly. Cawn, granting to all merchants the 
n of all duties for the ſpace. of two years, 
Kb everſed and called in, as they are a detri- 
des to the revenues of the Government, and 
kighly deſtructive of the immunities ene by the 
Company from their Firmaund. 3 
Ithly, That the Nabob ſhall engage to cauſe the 
Rupees coined in Calcutta, to paſs in every reſpect 
throughout his Government, without any deduction, 
equally the ſame with the nen in his own 
mints. 

a Thot be ſhall defray al the expences wa 
loſ $: accruing to the Company from the war, and 
ſtoppage of their inveſtment, and reimburſe to all 
= perſons the amount of the authenticated 

8 they, may ſuſtain i in their trade in the 


— 4 That for che former purpoſe he ſhall * 
0 5 ſum of thirty lacks of Ropers, for the latter 
ten lacks of rupetrs. 

1 W 5 = That the -moſt 8 accounts * 

as loſſes. {hall be laid before a committee of the 
Board, and that all ſums of money which may exceed 
the: loſſes ſuſtained by the Company and private 

perilous, ſhall be faithfully reſtored to the Nabob. 

- 11ithly, That whatever treaſure or effects may 
be ſeized at Mongheer or elſewhere, belonging to 
Coſſim Aly Cawn, the Nabob ſhall be put in poſ- 
_ {ſeſſion of, to enable him to make good the ſtipu- 
ions of the 5,0 article. 


, of  12thly, 
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-12thly; That if we ſhauld not be ſo fortubate ag 
to- ſeize Coſſim Aly Cawu's treuſute and effects, 
the Nabob. ſhalt aſſign over the revenues of vertan 
lands. for making the ſums above ſtipulated. 
Iigthly, That the entered inte between 
the Nahab and the Dutch in che — 1760, to 
which we by the deſire of both s figned as 
bo ud Mall after his raſtoogtiod: to the Go- 
vurnment be renewed; and wick regard to the 
French he ſhall engage that, when they come to 
re: eſtabliſn themſelves in Bengal, they ſhall not be 
— 4 —— forts, or keep up any e E 
Id any territories hate ver, exolulive of — 
trading factories. 1011 O 49264; 
The focegoing articles, the committee ere = 
opinion, may = included in a public treaty ta be 
ratified between us and the Nabob, Meer Mahomed 
Jaffier Aly Cawn Bahadre; and would further re- 
commend, that a method be ſettled with him for 
deterwining ſoch diſputes in trade, as may ariſe 
between the Engliſh Agents and Gomaſtahs in 
the different parts of een a che affairs 
df che Government. i 
Agreed, that Major Ads, Mofor Carnie, 
and Meſs. Batſon and Cartier, be appointed 4 
deputation to wait on the Nabob Meer Jather, ta 
acquaint him with our reſolutiom in his favour; 
and the ſubſtance of theſe articks;/and r his 
anſwer to the Board; and iſ he ſhould accept of the 
Government on che terms therein contained, 
recommend: to him to uſe his inteteſt in gaininy 
+ ſuch * the 2 Token! as may den 
to his cauſe, and particularly to appoint. 
Officers ſor collecting the revenues of — 5 . 
which lie at Ned 's * os o take inet 


N 


_ 
453301 


runter. Bi 4 is BI Nl. 2fE 


19 Dos as 
EE Le Project's Minute . 


"The. Preſident. on this oecaſion minutes, That 
having already declared he ſhould not he 2 party, * 
to this ur any other tteaty which: might be made 
with the country powers; he remained neuter to 
the queſtion with: reſpect to the propriety. of the 
— propoſed; Let, as his opinion has been 
aſked upon them, he declares that he can ſee nd 
objections to any of the articles; excepting the ſe- 
cond,; which, he has already given his opinion, en- 
tends: the privilege of our private trade, beyond 
the true intent and meaning of our Firmaund, be- 
yond what is conſiſtent with: the Engliſn reputation 
in the country, and with the good underſtanding 
with the Nabob, and this without any benefit te 
tdbe Company: further, that he does not at preſent 
recolſett any thing to be added to the articles, 
which is material A ſer vice. 
. x > SHI 51-36 „ 

Mr. Haſtings? ln being likewiſe required 
eu the ene ” ee it in ee * r 


- 14 cl n r., Hades Qpinian.... 


* ebe ig git om the "_ ſed" to. 
Meer Jaffer; and think; that if His 7 rem | 
hisJult rights be the point aimed at in it, there id 
manifeſt injuſtice and inconſiſtency in e : 
is s, compliance” with” new terms, ndt mentioned in 
the original agteemeft with him, -Notwithiſtand- 
. my opition upon the ſeveral articles now 
e che Board is 7&quired, 1 hall freely give ir, 
hut as a neutral member "only, for the good of the 
vein.” 25 intereſts! pay de eſſentialſy acl 
k m. r : 
ages materially. with the firſt article, bor thx 
the lands male be fully made over to the 
E by treaty, and not by Jagheery a 
9 C 


the firſt conveying them a. certain y, an 
the latter leaving them til] n h 
I di of the ad article, for the reaſons 
given by the Preſid enn. 
I think the monopoly of the Purnea Petre an 
acquiſition very trifling for the Company, and 
likely to diſtreſs the Nabob greatly, by depriving 
3 of the principal neceſſaries of 
To make the Nabob an uſeful ally, and not a 
mere inſtrument in the hands of the Company for 
the exerciſe of their own power; it is my opinion, 
that a larger body of horſe might be maintained by 
him, than the number to which it is propoſed to 
limit him, though that may ſerve him when he is 
at peace, and in no apprehenſion from an enemy; 
but that the foot (an uſeleſs expenſive rabble) be 
entirely excluded from his army, and only à few 
kept up, to be employed in the collection of the 
revenues, where only they can be of ſervice : for 
the real purpoſe of war, he can need no other in- 
fantry than ours, and his own army conſiſting only 
of horſe, and unincumbered by the diſorderly 
crowd of Peofis, _ e A with their in- 
creaſed baggages and train following them, will be 
more under. the command. of their leaders, and 


may act with great advantage in conjunction wit 
* F i bits . 4 55 2 
Bel J. oppoſed the demand made on tt 
| * Jabob, to reverſe the decrep paſſed by 121 
for a free trade, as an encroachment on his 
e eee 
r may with propriety be made an article in the 
new treaty, though the ſtrict intention of ſuch an 
order muſt of neceſſity be left to the Nabob's-own 


pleaſure... in foi een oaks 
I judge the Nabob's order inſufficient to enforce 
the currency of the Calcutta Siccas, but it ma 


* 
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_ with propriety be inſiſted on, as ic may ſerve as 
a 11 5 for 2 . the coin of the cun- 


$40 - 


3 . pike to me * 
nor do any other occur to me that 2 to be 
added to them. E a 


H 6. Ln a . the E vening of phe 675 

July 1763 (preſent, Meſſrs.” Vanſittart, Adams, 

_ Carnac, Billers, Haſtings, er and Wars.) 

The Gentlemen who waited as deputies on che 
Nabob, report to the Board, that they made known 
to him the reſolution of the Council! in his favour, and 
endeavoured to give him a general knowledge of 
the articles, which is thought requiſite he ſnould 
agree to; as alſo of the other cireumſlances Which 
were recommended by the Board. 

To the whole he in general terms replied, that 
he aſſented to reſume the Government, bur that 


6 Ic 


284 ORIGINAL PAPERS 
It being neceſſary therefore, that the Board 


ſhould determine immediately on theſe requeſts, for 
the de of forwarding the buſineſs "with the. 


Nabob : 
Their o nions with a to Nuncòomar were 
2 follows. | 


firſt col | 
15. Profle Op i * 0 l 


' With — to the appointment of Nutiedbih#, 5 
for the Nabob's Murtafuddy'; the Prefiderit de- 
ſires his opinion may be minuted, that' from the 
knowledge he has had of Nuncoomar finice ke came 
to Bengal, he thinks him a dangerous man, and 
not ſit to be truſted: but that he does not think 
that it js in his power, to diſſent from the Nabob's 
taking whom he pleaſes, or indeed that · it is ne- 
ceſſary, as uh. wal not be a 7494 in on LT, 


* 
+ * es ad < \ p f 
on 5 4 " . 9 oy s 13 


1. Wares ere, 75 


MM. Watte be a ede Nabob's 
HY an. o upd ts N er 1 
2 3:bs 1 


© 25. Martione's o 


"Mr: Marriott is of, opinion with the FN 
that Nuncoomar is not a fit man to be truſted ; bet 
that if the Nabob inſiſts on it, he muſt be allowed 
to appoint him. That he looks upon Roydoolub,- 


in many reſpects, as a more proper perſan, if, 
through the perſuaſion of the Gentlemen in the 


e the Nabob * be ee . or 
an . „„ 1 89 ; 5 


. n e Tae eee 


Me. Tang is of the ſame opinion With the 
9 in — to Nuncoomar's * 3 
ut 
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but leaves it to the other Gentlemen, to take what. 
meaſure they pleaſe * che _ of the . 
eſtabliſamenz. 


Mr. 9 Opinion: reg: 19 

Mir. Cartier is of Mr. Watts's opinion. 

" Au. Billers $ Opinien. | | | 
Mfr « Bills is of Mr. Marriott > opinion. 


en C arnac's Opinion. | 


Maler Cargac is of opinion, that Roydoolub 
would be a more proper perſon, as having more 
influence in the country, and therefore thinks the 
Gentlemen in the deputation ſhould. mention him 
to the Nabob; but as he apprehends he (the Na- 
bob) will till inſiſt on appointing Nuncoomats 
that he cannot be refuſed him. 1 3 


$i 


Major Adams's Opinzon... mn 1 = *# 


Mow Adams has no knowledge of the i tegen 
of Nuncoomar, but from his general character 
given him by Gentlemen who know him better, he 
thinks if — Nobob would diſpenſe with him, i 
would be more proper; yet, if the neceſſity of 
the times may make his ſervice requiſite to the 
Nabob, and he inſiſts on appointing him, he thinks 
that we cannot refuſe. + 

- Agreed, that Nuncoomar be in ſuch caſe releaſed 
an his confinement. 

Next in reſpect to the Nabod's Weg regarding 


P etruce. 
n b be Preſident's 4 98 . 3 


The erden ig uf opinie Mud complied 
with ſo far as to | fend him up; with the army; but 
1 | that 
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that he ſhould be under no reſtrzint, becauſe he 


thinks the appearance of Petruce's being employed 
by us, would be a means of ſowing a jealouſy 


1 between the Nabob and Petruce's brother; and 


on the contrary; apprehends that confinement or 
4 other ſeverity exerciſed towards Petruce, from 
deing reported to the Nabob with exaggerations, 
a8 it is always the caſe, might be the cauſe of 
worſe treatment to our Gentlemen who are in the 


Nabob's hands. He thinks further, that Petroce 


before he goes, ſhould take the oath of all 
to the King of Great Britain, and an oath 22 

lity to the Company, in order to ſubject bim more 
regularly to our laws, in caſe of his failing in his 


duty. That we ſhall have in our hands al} the ſe- 
curity which it is in a man's power to give: namely, 


wife and family, houſes and effects to a great 
amount, if- he ſhould reſolve to forfeit all theſe, 
and perjure himſelf by leaving the army, and 
going over to the Nabob; 

The Preſident, laſtly, thinks that it is not in 
his power to do any prejudice; and therefore by 
this method of treating him. ſome good my uns, 
but no harm can. | 

_ Agreed to by the five j junior members. . | 

"  Meſirs. Watts, Marriott, Haſtings, Cartier, 
and ets are of the ſame ns. 144 


© ay 


Myjer Cartac's Options + 


Major Carnac is very indifferent whether Pe- 
truce go with the army or remain in Calcutta, but 
thinks, in either caſe, as he is ſo near a relation as 
that of a brother to the perſon who has the chief 
direction of the Nabob's affairs, and therefore juſtly 
to be ſuſpected of being a well-wiſher to him, his 
perſon ought to be ſecured, to prevent his giving 


* . of our operations and — 


5 ; 
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the Major believes his detention may be a means 
of engaging Coja Gregory to uſe his influence 
with his maſter, for the preſervation of our Gentle- 
men now in his power, for fear we ſhould retaliate 
upon his brother. He does not think any ſecurity 
can be given by Petruce, ſufficient to juſtify us in 
giving him his liberty; as to his family, though 
left with us, he is well convinced we will not hurt 
them, and with regard to whatever effects he may 
have at Calcutta, the Nabob can more * com- 
e for the loſs of them. 


| Major Adams s Opinion, » 


bs Adams thinks Petruce ſhould go with the : 
a but that he ſhould be put under proper re- 
Itraint. | Wy 


. The Reſolution of the. Board. 


It is 5 reſolved, that Coja petruce ſhould 
be ſent with the army, and that he ſhall be under 


no immediate reſtraint; 2806 it being W | 
ing thought proper, 


Agreed, that a alavſe; be inſerted- in Maj or 


Adams's inſtructions, directing him to keep — 
an eye over his actions, and make ſuch uſe of him 


r b nr. pot onrn ad 


ſervice. | 

The articles of the treaty having bred ſent to the 
Nabob, were returned with the following altera- 
tions, which were agreed to by che —_— for the 


| Nr rpg 


3 | F . * 
# * 4 4 J 3 1 
4 ; 
5 . . 
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* 
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16. — — of the cath of 7 1 
1763, (preſent, — Vanſittart, Carna 
* Cartivy, Ha _—_ Mariiot, and Warts.) | 


the Nabob, were laid before the Board, vith the 
following alterations made by him, l 

In article the 2d, he objects to the words, + That 
<< the three Provinces ſhall be inveſted in the Com- 


< pany for ever.“ Alledging, that in fact it was not 


material to the Company; as any future Nabob, 


wii was inclined and able to diſpute the Company's 
ſeſſions might infiſt it was a ceſſion which he 
bet to make, and that the ſame might be 


d no ri 
objected 8 his prejudice by the King, if he comes 


to be eſtabliſhed at Delly, and therefore deſires the 


article may — for deffaying _ Eng: | 


iſh 


the ptoſit of the Pornea ſalt· petre, for che ule; of 
his own. Sicar. 


In article the 6th, ke che avakes effi; 1 
forces to i 2,000 horſe, and 12,000 foot, on ac- 


count of the addition of territory, by the reduRion. 
of the and Betta countties; and adds, 
that in caſe of troubles, he may take more into his 
ſervice, with the conſent of the Governor and 
IT In article the 2th, he refuſed to \ſtipulatd, that 2 
body of Engliſh troops ſhould always attend hims 


alledging, that it implied a ſuſpicion of his friend- 


ſhip and good intentions towards us, would be ex- 
tremely prejudicial to his as well as our bufineſs; 
and therefore inſiſted that it ſhould ftand, that ſuch 
a number of troops as he at any time ſhould ve; | 
ſhould be ſent to attend 2 2 : 


1 


The atticles of the treaty to beende into with- | 


army. 
Mentale ae 4h; he deſites he may Fahy half 


# 
"I. * 
=> 4 
- 
- 
1 he 
» * * 
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The ſame, with his reaſons aſſigned, were ma- 
turely conſidered and debated on. 


' Reſolutions of the Board. 


The Board are unanimouſly of opinion, That 
they ſhould be agreed to, becauſe they think that 
the three firſt alterations which the Nabob has 
made, for the reaſons given, are very juſt; Tie] 
the other being an alteration which he pol rively re- 
fuſed to reverſe, it is thought better not to inſiſt 


for fear of giving him diſtruſt, eſ; ecially as 
. een ſituation of affairs, which renders the 
Nabob's preſence at the city, as ſoon as poſſible, 
abſolutely nęceſſary, will not admit of time's being V 
waſted in diſcuſſing 1 them further. wy 


K 56. — On the 1th the treaty was ane 
and interchanged with the Nabob, Jaffier Aly 


Cawn, who at the ſame time preſented a paper of 
demands to be engaged to on the part of the Com- 
pany, and it was ſubſcribed to n "OUS 


following are copies of both. 


Articles of a Treaty and Agreement concluded Auge 
tbe Governor and Council of Fort William, on tbe 

Part of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, and the 
Nabob Shuja-ul-moolk Heſſam - ul- dowla Meer 

_ Mahomed Jafffer 2 Cawn Bahadre Miohabur 


Jung. 


On the Part of the Company. 


We eng gage to reinſtate the Nabob, Shuja- of- 
moolk Heſſ am- ul-dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Aly Cawn Bahadre Mohabur Jung in the Subadar- 
rey of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, 
by the depoſal of Meer Mahomed Coſſim Aly 
Cawn, and the effects, treaſure, and jewels, &c. - 
which ſhall fall into our hands, ſhall be delivered up 
to the Nabob aforeſaid, 

Vor. II. U | On 
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On ib Pari of the Nabu. 


iſt, The treaty Which 1 formerly Wohcluded witli 
the Company, upon my acceſſion to the Nizamut, 
engaging to regard the honour and reputation. of 
the Company, the Governor and Council as my 
own, granting perwanahs for the currency of the 
Company's trade; che far ſame tteary I now confirm 
and ratify. * 
-”2dly, 1 do grant and cool to the Company, 


for defraying the expences of their troops, the 
Chuchlehs of Burdwan, Midnapoor,” and Chitta- 


gong, which were before ceded for the ſame purpoſe, 

'2dly, I do ratify and confirm to the Engliſh the 
lens granted them 90 their Firmaund, and ſe- 
veral Huſbullhookums, of carrying on their trade, 
by means of their own duſtucks, free from all du- 
ties, taxes, and impoſitions in all parts of the coun- 

try exceptivg the article of ſalt, on which a duty 

of 2 ++ per cent. is to be levied. on the Regans: or 
Hovghly market: price. 

4thly, I give to the Company, half the Cale: petre 
whick is produced in the country of Purnea, which 
their Gomaſtahs ſhall ſen1 to Calcutta; the other 
half ſhall be collected by my Phouſdar, for the uſe 
of my Omcers z and I will ſuffer no other perſons 
to make purchaſes of this article in that country. 

:. zthly, In the Chucklch of Siler, for the ſpace of 


2 SL. years, commencing with the Bengal year 2170, 


my Phouſdar- and the Company's Gomaſtah ſhall 
jointly. prepare chunam, of which each ſhall defray 
half che expences; and half the chunam ſo made 
ſhall be given to the Company, and the other balf 
thall be for my.uſe. 

öthly, I will maintain twelve thouſand potſeh Fer 
twelve thouſand foot in the three Provinces; if 
1 775 ſhould . be- occaſion for more, the number 

all be encreaſed by the conſent of the Wee 

| | an 
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and Council, 1 to the emergency; be⸗ 


ſides theſe, the forces of the Engliſh Company ſhall | 


always attend. me when they are wanted. 

7thly, Wherever I ſhall fix my Court, either at 
Moorſhedabad or elſewhere, I will adviſe the Go- 
vernor and Council; and whatever number of Eng- 
| liſh forces 1 may have occafion for in the manage- 
ment of my affairs, I will demand them, and they 
ſhall be allowed me. And an Engliſh gentleman 
ſhall reſide with me, to tranſact all affairs between 
me and the Company, and 4 perſon ſhall alſo 
reſide on my part at Calcutta, to negotiate! with 
the Governor and Council. 

Sthly, The late Perwinahs iſſued by Coſſim Aly 
Cin, granting to all merchants the exemptiion of 
all duties for the ſpace of two years, ſhall be reverſ- 
be and called in, and the duties collecteg as 

. 


Hchly, 1 will catiſe the Wer coibed in Calcurts 


to paſs reſre& equal to the Siccas of Morſhedabad, 
without uy deduction of batta; and whoeyer ſhall 
demand batta ſhall be puniſhed. 


. 10thly, 1 will give thirty lack of Rupees tb de. 


| fray all the expeices and loſs accruing to the Com- 
pany from the war and TOPPAge of their inveſtment. 
And I will reimburſe to alt privare perſons the 
amount of ſuch loſſes, (proved before the Governor 
and Council) as they may ſuſtain in theit trade in the 


country. If I ſhall not be able to diſcharge this in 


ready money, I will give aſſignments of and for 
the amount. 

Itithly, I will confirm and renew the freaty 

which I formerly made with the Dutch. 

_ 12thly, If the French come into this country; 
1 will not allow them to erect any fortifications, 

maintain forces, or hold lands, Zemmdarries, &c: 


but they ſhall pay tribute, and carry on their trade 


as in former times. 
| U 2 : | 13 -thiy, 
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4 13thly, Some regulations ſhall be hereafter ſet-, 


tied between us, for deciding all diſputes which may. 
ariſe. between the Engliſh Agents and Gomaſtahs, in 


| the different Parts of the country, and my Officers. 


In teſtimony whereof, we the ſaid Governor and 
Council have ſet our hands, and affixed the ſeal of 


the Company to one part hereof ; and the Nabob 


aforenamed hath ſet his hand and ſeal to another 
Part hereof, which was mutually done, and inter- 


changed at Fort * the 5 "OY of FOE 


1763. FR: 


Lt j — Demands made on the Part of the TY 
t. Mahomed. Jather Cawn, 10 the " 


_— — at the — of: ſigning the Treaty, _ 
th } formerly acquainted the Company with its 


ulars of my own affairs, and received from 


them repeated letters of encouragement and kind- 


nels, wich prefents ; I now make this regyeld that 


you will write in a proper manner to the Company, 
and alſo to te King of England, the particulars of 
our friendſhip and union, and procure for me Mt: 
ings of encouragement, that my mind may be 
fuxed from that quarter, that no breach may ever 
happen between me and the Engliſh; and that ever 
Governor, Councellor, and Chiefs of TE 
that are here, or may hereafter come,. may. be well 
diſpoſed and attached to me. 

- 2dly, Since all Engliſh gentlemen, aſſured of r my 
friendly diſpoſition, to the Company, confirm me in 
the Nizamut, I requeſt, that to whatever L may a 
any time write, they will give their credit and 


ſent,. nor. read the ſtories of deſigning men to my 


prejudice; chat all my affzirs may go on with ſuc- 
cels, and no occaſion may, ariſe for Land or ill 
will between us. bs 


" *s L 


3 


5 
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Let no protection be given by any of the 
| EL gentlemen, to any of my dependents, who 
may fly for ſhelter to Calcutta, or other of your 
diſtricts; but let them be delivered up to me on 
demand. I ſhall ftrialy enjoin all my Phouſdars 
and Aumils, on all accounts, to afford aſſiſtance 

and countenance to ſuch of the Gomaſtahs of the 
Company as attend to the lawſul trade of their 
factories; and if any ef che ſaid Gomaſtahi ſhall 
ag otherwiſe, let them be checked in ſuch a an 
ner as may be an example to others. 

4thly, From the neighbourhood of Calcutts to 
Houghly, and many of their Pergunnahs, border- 
ing upon each other, it happens that on complaint's 
being made, people go againſt the Taalukdars, 
Riots, and Tenants of my towns, to the prejudice of 
the buſineſs of the Sircar. Wherefore, let ſtrict or- 
ders be given, that no peons be ſent from Calcutra 
on the complaint of any one upon my Taaluck- 
dars or Tenants; but on ſuch occaſions, let applica- 
tion be made to me, or the Naib of the Phouſ: 
darree of Houghly, that the country may be ſub- 
ject to no loſs or devaſtations, and if any of the 
merchants, traders, which belonged to the Buckſh⸗ 
bunder, and Azimgunge, and have ſettled in Cal- 
cutta, ſhould be defirous of returning to Houghly, 
and carry on their buſineſs as formerly, let no one 

moleſt them. Chandenagore and the French fac- 
tory was preſented to me by Colonel Clive, and 
given by me in charge to Ameer Beg Cawn; for this 
reaſon, let ſtrict orders be given, that no Engliſh 

5 entlemen exerciſe any authority therein, but that 
ir remain as formerly, under the juriſdicton of my 


ople. 
. Whenever I may gegn any et from 
the Governor and Council for my aſſiſtance, let 
them be immediately ſent to me, and no demand 


made on me for their expences. 8 as 
Wy Tbe 
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"The demands of the Nabob, Shuja- ul: molle 
Heſſam- ul-Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier Aly 
Can Bahadre Mohabut Jung, written in five 
articles, we the Preſident and Council of the 
Engliſb Company do agree, and ſer our hands 
ws in Fart en the 1oth of July 1763. 
M 6 By — ſuperior courage and diſci- 
te pline of our troops, and the "admirable conduct 
* and activity of Major Adams, their-command:r, 
= the war was brought to a concluſion, by the ex - 
% pulſion of Meer Coſſim beyond the Carrumnaſſ: 
4 in little more than five months from its com- 
«+: mencement; with little loſs beſides that of the 
_ «unhappy priſoners, who fell into Meer Coſſim's 
„ hands at the beginning. of the . troubles, and 
were inhumanly maſſacred by his orders on the 
5 g th of October. 
& The firſt intimation of ſuch a deſign was re- 
ceived in a letter from Meer Coſſim to Major 
* Adams, a few days after the attack of the in- 
t trenchments at Oodwa Nulla. The nn. is 
b an 1 . tho 


en i a 1 fromthe Nabob b cdi Aly 
Caen 7 Major Adams. 7 


Dated the 91h of — 1 763. 


H AT for theſe three months you have been 

1 - kying-waſle the King's country with your 
forces: har authority have, you? If you are in 
poſſeſſion of any real Sunnud for my diſmiſſion, 
you ought to ſend me either the original or a copy 
pl it, chat having ſent it, and ſhewn it to my army. 
J may quit the country, and repair to the . 
of his Majeſty. Although I have in no reſpect 
wrnded any breach of public faith, yet Mr. Ellis, 


8 regarding 
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egarding not treaties or engagements, in violation 
of public faith, proceeded againſt me with trea- 
chery, and night aſſaults; all my people then be- 
lieved that no peace or terms nom remained with the 
Engliſh, and that wherever they could be found, it 
was their duty to kill them. With this opinion it 


was, that the Aumils of Moorſhedabad killed Mr. 


Amyatt, but it was by no means agreeable to me 
that that gentleman ſnould be killed. On this ac» 
count I write; iFyou are reſolved on your own au- 
— to proeeed in this buſineſs, know of a cer - 
„ that I will cut off the heads of Mr. Ellis 

bees the reſt of your Chiefs, and ſend them to you. 
Exult not upon the ſucceſs which you have gained 

merely by treachery and night aſſaults in two or 
three places, over a few Jemaldars ſent by me. By 
the will of Gop; you ſhall ſee in what manner this 


= be os m * M eee ee 


** 


NE .— = vol a Letter . Bier the Pro 
* 4 | > #0; e Aly. Cawn.. n 21d 
„ ee Dated che vych of Sept. 1763 


n 463 

HAVE tebetees fin Niese; Adams the'copy 
2 of your letter, dated the laſt of Suffer. 
Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay were ſent to you as 
Ambaſſadors,” a title ſacred among all nations; 
yet, in violation of that title, you cauſed Mr. Amy- 
att to be attacked and killed on his return, after 
having given hitn your paſſports, and Mr; Hay 
you unjuſtly kept as a priſoner with you. You 
ſurrounded and attacked our factory at Coſſimbuzar, 
and carried away our gentlemen from thence pri- 
ſoners, in a moſt diſgraceful manner, to Mongheer, 
although they had no concern in the war, nor re- 


ſiſted your people. In like manner, in all other 


parts — the Engliſn Agents, who were 
© "of = carrying 


e 
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carrying on their trade quietly ; ſome. you killed, 
and ſome were carried away - priſoners, and their 
effects were every where plundered. After theſe 
proceedings, do you aſk for what reaſon Major 


Adams was ſent with an army? Tou know the 


laws of Gov and man; as you declared you would 


turn the Engliſh out of the country, and had pro- 


ceeded as far as you could towards it, it became ne- 
eeſſary for us to take meaſures for our own defence, 
and for the care of our own reputation. Thanks 
be to Gop that ſucceſs has attended our army 
thus far, and they will continue their, march in the 
ſame manner as far as the Caramnaſſa, that the 
country may be freed from: diſturbances, and the 
inhabitants relieved from the horrors of war; and 
although we are ſnocked, as muſt all people of all 
religious, and all nations, at the revenge which you 
threaten to take upon the lives of our Chiefs, who 
have been unfortunately and unjuſtly taken pri- 

ſoners by you; yet the honour of our nation and 
the intereſts of the Company will not be ſacrificed 


to this conſideraijon, nor the operations of our army 


be ſtopped. To put priſoners of war to death is 
an act which will appear ſhocking and unlawful, 
got only to r and Muſſulmen, but to 
| 7 „Such ſentiments are 
| j among the beaſts of 
the foreſt. Aſter the, battle of Oudah Nullah, 
above a thouſand of your Officers and men were 
priſoners in the bands of Major Adams, who re- 
leaſed them without the leaſt hurt or injury. Re- 
flect on this, and on your own character, both in 
this world and in the next; and remember alſo, that 
if you had followed my advice N war would not 
Bens - 5 | | 


10 the mean time, Major FRG. on his Oe 


Judging — moſt effectua mae would be to act 


upon 
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W the Nees fears. had already returned an 


NG. a — Cy of Letter from Major Adams 
to Coſſim Aly Cawn, ..., 


| l 3 x 
Dated about the 14th of Sept. 1763. 


I Received your letter, and underſtand the con- 
1] tents. The Engliſh having always had in view 
the articles of the treaty, endeavoured, by pacific 
meaſures; to reconcile all differences with you, till 


the perfidious maſſacre of Mr. Amyatt compelled 


them, contrary to their inclination, to declare war 
againſt you.” You ſay it was not your intention to 
murder Mr. Amyatt; why then did not you puniſh 
the aggreſſors with the utmoſt ſeverity? There are 
three months elapſed and nothing done.. We have 
now, by the aſſiſtance of Providence, brought your 


Ellis and many other gentlemen in your power; if 
a hair of their heads is hurt you can have no title to 
merey from the Engliſh, and you may depend on 
the utmoſt fury of their reſentment, and that they 


will-purſue you to the utmoſt extremity of the earth 


and ſhould we unfortunately not lay hold of you, the 
vengeance of the Almighty cannot fail overtaking 
you, 'if you ate ſo horrid an act as the mur- 
der of the gentlemen in your cuſtody, /. 


| bo. But both threats and expoſtulations proved inef- 
ſectual, and our unhappy countrymen, to the num- 
ber of about fifty, Company's ſervants, civil and 


military, and other gentlemen, and a hundred pri- 


vate men, were ſacrificed to a boundleſs revenge. 
Mr. Fullerton, the ſurgeon of the Patna factory, 
the only perſon who eſcaped this wretched fate, ſaw 
Meer Coſſim immediately after the execution. of this 
horrid tragedy 3 and it is from him only we cao 


1 of 


affairs to a very low ebb. It is true, you have Mr. 


dave 
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have A certain account of the ſtate of mind he was 
in at that time; a ſtate little different from mad- 
neſs, ſince he could have a thought of treating with 
us after having wantonly ſhed the blood of ſo many 
W our er e er og 1 4 


This vill be ſeen in cada — extract of a 
letter which . 1 
N EEE. LEES 


Extra o Mr. F ee — Proced 
n 1 0 charge. mn 2 | 


— ihe roth, By was ſent from Mongheer | 

0 Patna,” and confined alone in the Killa. 

N 6. b - October the 5th, Mr. Ellis, with 
he reſt of the gentlemen, were inhumanly butcher- 
ed by Shumroo, who came that evening to the place 
with two companies of Seapoys,. (he had the; day 
before ſent for all the knives and forks of the gen- 
clemen;) he ſurrounded the houſe with his people, 
and went into a little outer ſquare, and ſent for 
Mefirs. Ellis, Hay, and Luſhington, and with them 
_ ſix other gentlemen, who were all terribly 

ngled and cut to pieces, and their bodies thrown 
5 a well in the ſquare, and it filled up; then the 
Seapoys were ſent into the large ſquare, and fired 
on the gentlemen there, and ruſhing upon them, 
cut them into pieces, in the moſt inhuman man- 
ner, and they were thrown into another well, which 
was likewiſe' filled up. 

The 7th the Nabob ſent for me, and told me to 
get myſelf in readineſs to go to Calcutta, for that as 
he had been unlucky in the war, which he aſſerted 
with great warmth' had not been of his ſeeking; nor 
had he been the aggreſſor, reproaching the Engliſh 
with want of fidelity and breach of treaty ; but he 
faid, ne ſill hopes of an actomimodation. He 
9 | aſked 
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aſked me what I thought of it? I told him I made 
no doubt of it. When ſome of his people then 

reſent mentioned the affair of Mr. Amyatr's death, 
he declared that he had never given any orders of 
killing Mr. Amyatt; but after receiving advice of 
Mr. Ellis's having attacked Patna, he had ordered 
all his ſervants to rake and impriſon all the Engliſh 
in the provinces wherever they could find them; 
he likewiſe added, that if a treaty was not on foot, 
he would bring the King, the Morattoes, and the 
Abdall hs againſt us, and fo ruin our trade, &c. 
— He had finiſhed his letters, and ordered boats 
and a guard to conduct me, when, upon the advice 
of ſome of his people, he ſtopped me, and ſaid 
there was no occaſion for me to go; after his ſend - 
ing for me at firſt, he ordered the Seapoys, in 
whoſe charge I was, to go to their quarters, two Mo- 
guls and twelve Hircarahs to attend me, but to let 
me go about the city where I pleaſed. I then applied 
for liberty to ſtay at the Dutch factory, which was 
granted. I applied to Mindy Aly Cawn for his in- 
' tereſt in behalf of the gentlemen in the Chalſetoon, 
who were ſeven in number, and were not killed till 
the 11th of October; but when he was petitioned 
about them he gave no anſwer, but ſtill ſent or- 
ders to Shumroo to eut them off. I likewiſe ap- 
74 Aly Ibrahim Cawn to intercede for them, 
ut he gave him no anſwer either, though I was 
preſent when Ibrahim Cawn petitioned for them. 
The 14th, on the approach of our army, Coſſim 
Aly decamped with his troops in great confuſion, 
and marched as far as Fulwary, five coſs to the 
weſtward of the city. The Hircarahs' that were 
with me, having no orders about me, I gave them 
ſome money, which made them pretty eaſy. 
The 15th, after giving money to a Jemadar, 
that had the guard to the weſt ward of the Dutch 
factory by the river ſide, I {et out in a ſmall pulvar, 
"| ne 5 and 
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and got ſafe to the boats under the command of 
Captain Wedderburn, that were lying oppoſite to 
the city on the other ſide of the river; and, ac 
eleven o'clock that night, arrived at the army 
under the command of Major Adams, lying at 
Jutiy. 
O A guilt * ſo cruel and deteſtable a 
maſſacre, and the infamy which Meer Coſſim has 
brought upon himſelf by this laſt action, pl put it 
ia a manner out of the power of hiſtory to juflice 
to the former part of his conduct; ſince, how ede 
ſoever he may have adhered to his engagements 
with the Engliſh, this will always recur as an 
argument to vindicate every former injury done 
him, and the repeated violations of the treaty, on 
our part, while we were,on terms of friendſhip with 
him. However, as on the one hand there is no 
deſign to become an advocate for his actions, ſo on 
the other. the ſtricteſt candour will allow ſome few 

obſervations to be made upon the evidences laid 
before the public; who will doubtleſs diſcern many 
more arguments in the courſe of this work, by 
which the Preſident's conduct will be juſtified, | in 
- oppoſition. to that of the other members of the 

Council towards Meer Coſſim, in which no in- 
cidents, ſince paſt, could poſſibly have ſerved as a 
motive: We- ſhall therefore proceed to a ſhort ex- 
amination of Meer Coſſim's behaviour, and that 
of the party which endeavoured to counteract all 
his meaſures, from his firſt advancement to the 
Subaſhip, till the flames of war were kindled. We 
ſha'l then add ſome remarks upon the Preſident's 
own conduct in the difficult part he had to act be- 
Tween both. 

Since the Nabob Meer Jaffier could not bear an 
aſſiſtant in his Government upon the footing pro- 
poſed to him, but rather choſe to quit it, it was 


fortuna. e that the next right fell upon a man ſo well 
qualified, 
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qualified, as Meer Coſſim was, for reſtoring oeco- 
nomy and good order to the diſtracted affairs of 
the country. This was the character univerſally 
given of him by all the Gentlemen of the ſelect 
committee, when the Preſident firſt arrived in Ben- 
gal, and the truth of this opinion of him was fully 

proved by his uniform conduct from the begin- 
ning till the war broke out. He diſcharged the 


Company's debt, and the heavy arrears of his army, 


retrenched the expences of his Court, which had 
before conſumed the income of his predeceffors ; 
ſecured his own authority over the country, by 
_ aboliſhing the power of the Zemindars, and intro- 
duced ſuch a ſhare of diſcipline and order into his 
army, that by their means he ſecured the frontiers 


of Bahar, which he had reduced to his obedience, 


with a ſmall aſſiſtance from our detachment at 
Patna; an advantage which no former Nabob could 
ever attain. All this could not but afford us fatiſ- 
faction, as it was evident to common ſenſe” that the 
leſs need he had of our aſſiſtance, the leſs would be 


the Company's expences; and the better able ny 


would be to attend to the care of their own poſſeſ 
ſions, at the ſame time that we might depend upon 
him as a ſure and uſeful ally againſt any common 
enemy. 4 + 5 e f 433 + 
And ſuch was his opinion of our ſtrength and the 
utility of his connections with us, that it was next 
to a certainty, that whilſt we did not encroach upon 
his rights, or diſtur> his government, he would 
never wiſh to quarrel with us; and in effect ſo cau- 
tious was he of giving occaſion for diſpute, that 
no one inſtance can be produced of his ſending a 
man into any of the lands ceded to us, or moleſt- 
ing us in a fingle article of our commerce, till the 
contention which he was drawn into by the uſur- 
pation of our Gomaſtahs, and our new claims with 
reſpect to our private trade; and even to the break- 
| | ing 
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ing out of the war, during the ,height of our dif” 
putes, the Company's buſineſs in every part went on 
without the leaſt interruption, excepting one or two 
aggravated complaints of his mortal enemy, Mr. 
Ellis, with reſpect to the falt-petre bufineſs. 

How different was the conduct of the men 
who had formed themſelves into a party. againſt 
bim! From the time of his advancement. to the 
Subaſhip, ſcarce a day paſſed, but occaſion was 
taken, = the moſt trifling pretences, to trample 
upon his Government, to ſeize his. officers, and 
inſult him with perſonal. threats and invectives. It 
is needleſs to point out particular inſtances of this; 
they will be ſeen in every page of this work, and 
any ohe of them, in the Nabob, would have been 
pronounced. a ſufficient reaſon, by thoſe very Gen- 
tlemep, for declaring war againſt him. It is not 
to be wondered at, i 17 irritated and tired out with 
theſe continual attacks, he ſhould grow ſuſpicious 
of our friendſhip, which only manifeſted itſelf in 
merely negative profeſſions ; or that his reſentment 
ſhould, upon ſome occaſions, have urged hitn to re- 
taliate the injuries which he received; yet, for a 
Jong time, he ubmitted to all his grievances,” con- 
tenting himſelf with remonſtrating againſt them, 
in the hopes that the Company would ſome time 
or other give orders, or the Preſident find * 
to reſtore him to his authority. 

The firſt inſtance of his uſing force to repel the 
violence offered him, was in the attack of the re- 
mainder of the patty at Mow, which had juſt be- 
F.re ſeized, and carried off one of his principal | 
Officers. Such an indignity, offered before his eyes, 
and inthe preſence of his whole army, was ſufficient 
to provoke him to ſome. deſperate act; and an ab- 
ſolute forbearance mult have rendered him con- 
.temptible to the laſt degree in the eyes of his on 
Joſe: yet, after he had brovght away the Sea- 

s 
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poys and- the Gomaſtahs, he gave a freſn inſtance 
of his deſire to preſerve peace with us, in diſmiſſing 
them without any further notice than that of a re- 
proof to the Gomaſtah, for having drawn this un- 
provoked injury upon him; although the Nabob's 
De was at this time cloſe priſoner at Patna. _ 

The great paips taken by Meer Coſſim, in his 
letter to Major Adams, and in the converſation 
which he had afterwards: with Mr. Fullerton, to 
clear himſelf from the charge of Mr. Amyatt's 
death, muſt have ſtruck the reader with the ap- 
pearance of gteat inconſiſtency. „In the firſt, he 
threatens to put to death all the Engliſh that 
were in his hands; and at the time that he, ſaw 
Mr. Fullerton, this borrid deed had been actually 
committed but the day before; yet with the re- 

cent and complicated guilt of o many lives ſacri- 
ficed by him to a deliberate and undiſtinguiſhing 
Hee yin he could appear unaffected with all that 
n excepting the death of à ſingle. perſon, 
was occaſioned, as he ſaid, by the violence 
of his Officers, who had exceeded hig orders. This 
unbappy affair, even ſuppoſing him as guilty as he 
then appeared to be, had many cicumſtances to 
leſſen the horror of it, when Bao in e 
With the laſt effects f his harbarit. 

Ihe ſuſpicion which: he had from che firſt enters 
OT Mr. Ampyatt's deputation, the date of 
that Gentleman's departure compared with the 
attaclè of Patna, and the natural concluſion which 
he could not help drawing from it, that Mr. 
Amyatt had adviſed, it, might, in, the ſudden 
impulſe of his fury, have hurried him to re- 
venge himſelf in this manner on Mr. Amyatt for 
an action, which he put to the account of a treachery 
on Mr. Amyatt's part, deſigned to be put in exe- 
cution, as ſoon; as he ſhould be out of the Nabob's 
reach. 2 this was the caſe or not, or wy 
£: : , ar 
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far the Nabob was to be juſtified in ordering him, 
as he pretended, only to be detained, on whatever 
provocation, after the ſaſeguard given him, and 
dis faith implicitly pledged for Mr. Amyatt's ſafety, 

we ſhall not oo OY =? he conſi- 
dered.this as the principal cauſe, icly aſſigned, 
for our deelaring war againſt him, and — thing 
which happened afterwards,” but as a conſequence 
of rhe war. Deteſtable as this diſtinction will ap- 
it will ſhow at leaſt that the point, which 
Com had continually in view, and to which 
Me naw alludes} was, that he had refolved not to be 
the aggreſſor in any of the diſputes between us, nor 
commit any act of hoſtility, till we had forced him 


to ſtand . dis ence, 5270 our firft Wy, e 


the war. 
2 will nar de'ifpited! bon were the imme- 


rate aggreffors in the war by the aſſault of the city 
f Nang „ Nene 
how far Mr. Ellis, ia takiag this ill-fated ſtep, or 
the Board in authorizing him to do it, were to 
blame: of this every one will judge from the l 
in which it may differently appear to him. he 
Preſident's on opinion was, that Mr. Ellis's in- 
tention was, from the beginning; to break with the 
Nabob, and that the diſeretionary powers he fo 
earneſtly ſolicited, and fo paſſionately» complained 
abour wha with-held, were wanted only - as a 
fanction for executing what he had already reſolved 
on. Of this the Prelident repeatedly declared his 
prehenſions, and for that reaſon always refuſed 
to give his conſent to any orders that put it in the 
power of Mr. Ellis to begin the war when he ſhould 
think proper; and in effect, no ſooner was he in 
ion of fuch an authority than he immediately 
made the uſe of it which had been dreaded, 
© It will be argued by many that the war with the 


Nabob was unavoidable; and therefore that = 
2 | | is 
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Ellis was in the right to ftrike the firſt blow, if 
by ſo doing he could ſecure an advantage; bur 
there are ſtrong reaſons to think (and many ſuch 
appear in the courſe of theſe authentic papers) that 
we were not at that time ſo near to a rupture, but 
that jt was in our own power to have avoided it, 
and upon our own terms, had we been earneſtly 
inclined to peace. 

Mr. Amyatt's negotiation had been broke off 
P the Nabob ſaw that whatever conceſſions 
he” might make, would be rendered of no effect 
by the preparations which Mr. Ellis was making 
to Lacs the city of Patna, and would appear only 
as the effects of a conſciouſneſs of his own'weak- 
neſs. He therefore diſmiſſed Mr. Amyatr, and, as 
far as we can learn, with an appearance of friend- 
ſhip. No war was declared by him, bur the laſt 
determination, upon the ſubject of our differences, 

was left to the Governor and Council; and Mr, 
Hay remained with the Nabob as a pledge for the 
reteaſe of ſuch-of his Officers as were prifoners 


wich _ 
It is moſt probable, chat had Mr. Ellis kept 


himſelf quiet, and left the Nabob any hope of an 
accommodation, he would have conſented to the 
terms which were demanded of him, and ſubmitted 
to all the inconveniencies they would have laid him 
under, until juſtice could be done him by the 
Company. There cannot be a ſtronger proof of this 
than his letter of the 22d of June, written a few 
days before Mr. Amyatt's departure, (ſee A 6. a.) 
in which he gives up the preliminary articles, and 
offers to renew the treaty with Mr. Amyatt; and 
at the ſame time, as a proof of his ſincerity, he 
releaſed the boats with arms, which had been till 
then detained. - 

>PoMbly the advices from Patna had given him 
hopes that Mr. Ellis might refrain from hoſtilities, 

Vor. II. wv 1 


| 
| 
| 
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till 'war or peace ſhould be concluded on between 
him and Mr. Amyatt, or the Board. If ſuch was 


- his expectation, he was ſoon undeceived by Min- 


dee Aly Cawn's letter, (before entered A 6.) which 
informed him that Mr. Ellis was preparing to at- 
tack the city. He then ordered the boats with 
arms again to be ſtopped, but ſtill conſented that 
Mr. Amyatt ſhould" take his leave, and tranſmit 


him the final de termination of the Board from 


1 


Calcutta. _ 3 

They who are fond of ſearching for refined and 
deep deſigns in the moſt natural actions, may at- 
tribute theſe quick changes in the Nabob's behavi- 
our to a policy, formed to blind Mr. Amyatt and 
gain time; which however will not appear very 


probable, if we reflect that the whole of this tranſ- 


2 happened in the ſhort ſpace of two or three 
ays. 5 5 

In this fituation- Mr. Amyatt left the Nabob; 
Mr. Ellis heard of it the evening of the 24th of 
June, and the ſame night ſurprized and took the 


city. N 


Let any impartial perſon now put himſelf in the 
* of Meer Coſſim, and ſay whether he could 
ve regarded this aſſault on the city of Patna, 
without any declaration of war, in any other light 
than as an act of treachery, and the ſtrongeſt ar- 
ument that all the pacific declarations and prof- 
tered treaties, were only artifices to make him a 


dupe to our deſigns, and the inſtrument of his 


* 


own ruin. „„ * 31 3 
Although very little can be ſaid for the princi · 
ple of attacking the Nabob firſt, upon the ſuppo- 
ſition that it was probable he might attack us, (an 
argument which would equally juſtify every act of 
enmity to thoſe whom we have at any time in- 
jured) yet we will ſuppoſe it allowable to ſeize ſuch 
ASH E „ RT 11) af 
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an advantage, if the ſafety of our forces at Patna 
abſolutely depended upon it. 

Joo form a judgment of this VT, it will be 
Proper to conſider the force which, we had at that 
time at Patna, compared with that which Major 
Adams had under his command during the war. 

The former, as has been already mentioned, 
conſiſted of 220 Europeans Infantry rank and file, 
27 Officers, 57 Artillery, and two battalions and a 
half, or 2,700 Scapoys; theſe laſt, excepting half 
a a battalion, were the oldeſt, and conſequently the 
beſt diſciplined of any in the ſervice. 

Major Adams had, before the battle of Ghe- 
reah, about 800 Europeans, including Artillery 
and Cavalry, and about 2,000 Seapoys, many of 
which were new recruits, raijed in Calcutta. and 
the neighbourhood. 

The diſproportion between a» two bodies will | 
by no means appear ſo great as that of the ſervi- 
ces which they were to perform: Major Adams 
had to encounter the Nabob's whole force, already 
fluſhed with ſucceſs; whereas the detachment at 
Patna, which was chen generally eſteemed, and 
confeſſed by Mr. Ellis himſclf, ſuperior to any 
force that the Nabob could fend againſt it, had 
nothing to fear but from a part of the Nabob's 
troops, ſince it is not likely that he would have 
left the whole province of Bengal expoſed to our 
army, to go and attack them at Patna; and as 4 
proof of this, it appears from Mr. Amyatt's letters 
before he left Mongheer, that the N abob had actu- 
ally ſent forces down to Bengal. Neither, ſup- 
poſing it neceſſary to attack the city of Patna, 
would the place have been made more defenſible 
by any reinforcements that the Nabob might have 
ſent, into it, lance, their numbers were already ſo 
great, as Mr. Ellis repeatedly. mentions in his let- 


daft that any we to them would but have in- 
X 2 creaſed 
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Ereaſed their confuſion; yet the city was carried 
without the leaſt difficulty; and the reader need 
not be told that it was not the want of numbers, 
bur of order, that afterwards occaſioned our de- 
feat, and the Joſs of the detachment. p 

The Nabob, in many of his letters, complained 
of a correſpondence carried on by Mr. Ellis and 
. other geatlemen of that party, with Shuja Dowla, 
and of a concerted deſign to procure the King's 
nomination of another perſon to the Subahſhip. 
This charge was conſtamly denied by thoſe gentle- 
men, nor, however aſſured the Nabob might be, 
could he ever produce fufficient proofs to ſatisfy 
the Board of the truth of it. What foundation there 
was for ſuch a ſuſpicion, will be beſt ſeen in the 
following extracts of two letters which were re- 
ceived from Shetabroy and Momtaz o Dowla ſince 
the concluſion of the war, when they might think 
there was no longer any occafion to conceal their 
fervices, but rather choſe ro make a merit of them 
to both parties now united againſt Meer Coſſim. 


P '6.——Extra# of a Letter from Rajah Shetabroy 
LE IS oIoas Alm... . 1. 5 


Lou ate acquainted with the attachment I have 
long ſhewr to the Engliſh gentlemen; accordingly 
you have ſen with your own eyes the favours be- 
ſtowed' on me by Colonel Coote, and you may re- 
member that he introduced me to you at Ghy- 
retty; moreover you muſt have heard from Co- 
tonel Coote and Major Carnac, of my ſervices in 
treating with the king. Afterwards, when I re- 
tired out of the Patna province, on account of the 
enmity of Meer Mahomed Coffim, I went to the 
Royal army, where I remained eight months with 
the King and the Vizir; and then the Mharajah 
ent me along with Mharajah Beny Bahadre, who 
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is Naib of the Provinces, .and has authority over 
all the affairs of the Empire. As I was always ex- 
tremely deſirous of obtaining the good will of the 
Engliſh gentlemen, I forwarded all the letters which 
Mr. Ellis and Mr. Luſhington ſent to the Court, 
and treated for them in a proper manner; and ac- 
cordingly it is reported that all the buſineſs of the 
Engliſh Chiefs at the Imperial Court is 8 on 
dee See, 


Q6.— Extraf of a Letter from Moanaz 0 Dowla 
_ ©. to Majo Carnac. 


Meer Coſſim, notwithſtanding the ſmallneſs of 
his charge and the ſhort duration of his Govern- 
ment, is yet greatly in debt to the Royal Sircar, 
His Majeſty has long been diſpleaſed with him. 
You ſeveral times repreſented to the Royal Pre- 
| ſence the behaviour of Meer Coflim, and your 

earneſt deſire, nor was it unadviſeable or diſap- 

proved ; and his Majeſty's inclinations and endea- 
vours are now likewiſe entirely ſuitable. | 


Re 6.—It is not to be doubted that Meer Coſ- 
ſim had, in his diſpoſition, the ſeeds of that cruelty 
and revenge which burſt out with ſuch vehemence, 
when his moderation and forbearance could no 
longer ſerve him in any ſtead. | 

Jo his own ſubjets he had behaved with great 
lenity, of which ſome inſtances have been pro- 
duced. He had ſenſe enough ro know that the 
friendſkip of the Engliſh would be his greateſt ſe- 
curity, and to dread their power if ever they ſhould 
become his enemies; and as he knew that ſome of 
the members of the Council were diſſatisfied with 
his appointment, it made him uſe the greater cay- 
tion to avoid any diſputes with them, or to give 


chem occaſion from thence to tax him with diſaf- 
X 3 fection 
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fection to the Engliſh, or a diftruſt of our faith. 
In the firſt period of his Government, while he ſaw 
himſelf in no great danger of coming to a rupture 
with us, he ſteadily adhered to this principle ; but 
when the diſputes became more ſerious, and ſeemed 
to portend a breach between us, ſenſible of the in- 
creaſed power of his enemies, and diſappointed of 
the ſupport he had been made to expect from the 
Company, he found himſelf neceſſitated to act a dif- 
ferent part; and, at the ſame time that he ſtrove to 
evade the impending ſtorm, to provide againſt the ef- 
fects of it. This will be eaſily ſeen in the change of 
his behaviour after the ſummoning of the General 
Council; and to this cauſe may be aſcribed the 
too great attention which, in the decline of his ad- 
miniſtration, he paid to the complaints of his Ofi- 
cers, and his connivance at their oppreſſions, which, 
whilſt his complaints againſt our own agents yet 
remained unredrefſed, he could not puniſh without 


| perhaps expoſing his own weakneſs, and forſeiting 


the attachment of the moſt- uſeful of his ſubjects. 

Thus far his conduct may bear the ſevereſt exa- 
mination but how dreacful. the reverſe of his cha - 
racter, when the war broke out, and his temper, no 
onger under teſtraint, gave a looſe to all his paſ- 


ſions and to the ſpirit. of revenge ſo common to his 


countrymen, and ſo deeply rooted by their religion 
and education! The hoarded reſentment of all the 
injuries, which he had ſuſtained in a continued ex- 


_ ertion of patience during the three years of his Go- * 


vernment, now aggravated by his natural timidity, 


and the proſpect of an almoſt inevitable ruin before 


his eyes, from this time took intire poſſeſſion! of his 
mind, and drove from thence every F of 
humanity, till it had glutted itſelf with the blood 


of every perſon within his reach, who had either 
Contributed to his misfortunes, or even by real of 


fancietl 
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fancied connections with his enemies, became the 
objects of his revenge. 

Such was the aelanetioly en of the meaſures 
which a violent party purſued, with immoveable 
perſeverance, from the beginning of Meer Coſ- 
ſim's government, although no pains had been 
ſpared to "perſuade them of the neceſſity of the 
meaſures which had been taken, and to induce 
them to a temper leſs liable to produce thoſe ef- 
feas,. which ſince have fallen with fach"ſevericy 
upon us all! 

The Preſident has deen cenſured by his enemies 
for eſpouſing too partially the cauſe of the Nabob, 
and his friends have blamed him as much for ex- 
erciſing too great a lenity to the faction vhich op- 
poſed him. It may not be improper to ſhew the 

finciples on inen he n himſelf towards 

oth. 

The Nabob was ſearcely varices to the Subah- 
ir when the party formed itſelf againſt him; 
and as they made no ſecret of their ſentiments, 
but rather induſtriouſly publiſhed / them, he had 
notice of it almoſt as ſoon as they wers formed, and 
_ of the meaſures which were taken to ſupport that 
party, and to effect his ruin. He was told that 
dolonel Coote, Major Carnac, Mr. Amyatt, and 
Mr. Ellis, had written to the Company againſt 
him, that they had ſworn together to reſtore Jaf- 
fer Aly Cawii, and that a communication was 
opened with England, and pet ſons ſent thither to 
forward the ſame deſign. It was therefore the Pre- 
fident's buſineſa to endeavour by every means to 
convince him that their friendſhip would continue 
unchanged, and that it was the Preſident's reſolu- 

tion to ſupport him in all his juſt rights; and this 
plan ſo far ſucceeded, as to gain and preſerve an 
influence over him, as long as he ſaw that the Pre- 
| ſident had it in his power to befriend him, and he 
X 4 placed 
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placed intire confidence in the Preſident's ck | 
ment to him. In ſupporting him; the Preſident 
knew he ſupported the eſtabliſhment, with which 
the intereſts of the Company were ſo connected, 

that they could not be ſeparated without danger of 
involving both in ruin: —. he knew alſo that the 
Nabob could never raiſe his power to an equality 
with ours, nor ſhake off his dependency on us, 
without running a riſque too diſproportionate to the 
advantages which he might gain by it: nor could 
he ever propoſe to himſelf any advantages by break 
ing with us, ſo long as we continued to act within 
the terms of our treaty, and to lend him the aſſiſt - 
ance of our forces in his juſt and neceſſary con- 
cerns. But even allowing the probability of ſuch 
a deſign, nothing could be ſo unjuſt or abſurd, as 
to deny him the uſe of the authority in which we 
had ſworn to maintain him, and without which the 
ſecurity of the country muſt have been continually 
expoſed to danger; and that for no other reaſon 
but becauſe it was poſſible, that in ſome period of 
time, he might make an ill uſe of his power, * 
employ it againſt us. 

Ihe eſtabliſhing him, therefore in the full au- 
thority over his own people, and allowing him the 
juſt rights of his Government, was the ſure means 
of making him an uſeful ally, inſtead of a burden 
to us; and by ſhewing a ſteady zeal and attach- 


ment to his intereſts, we ſhould inſure the ſame "oY 


tachment in him to ours, and be certain to op 
the fruits of his fidelity. 

This rule the Preſident Fr) 4 fo his 3 
conduct, and as far as it conſiſted with the inter- 
eſts of the Company, to which it was ſubſervient, 
he invariably purſued it, excepting where the vio- 
lence of faction forced him into meaſures which he 
could not prevent; and even then he kept the 
— f principle i in view, and e it where he mou 
* Wit 
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with ſafety to the cauſe which he was' defending. 
And it muſt ever give him a conſcious ſatisfaction 
to reflect, that had the reſt of the gentlemen at 
the head of our affairs conducted themſelves by his 
example, we ſhould at this time enjoy the acquiſi- 
tions derived to us from Meer Coſſim's advance- 
ment to the Subahſhip, improved by all the be- 
nefits that a ſettled tranquillity, and a flouriſhin 
commerce could add to them; and we ſhould have 
every reaſon to be ſatisfied with our friendſhip and 
connections with a man, whom we now regard 48 
a vagabond, a murderer, and the worſt of ty- 
' rants, rendered ſuch by the deſpair to which our 
injuſtice has driven him. 5 

It was a great object to keep the Nabob firm to 
his engagements, and the Preſident was no leſs ſo- 
licitous to introduce a good underſtanding among 
_ ourſelves, It is true he neither attempted this by 
unbecoming ſolicitations, nor by conſulting the 
_ perſonal intereſts of thoſe whom he wiſhed to ſee 
of the ſame opinion with himſelf; but reſting on 
the integrity of his own heart, he withſtood every 
attack on the eſtabliſhment which he had been an 
zoſtroment in raiſing, and bore every aſſault upon 
his own character with temper and forbearance ; 
| knowing that to oppoſe their violence with equal 
violence, would but accelerate the ruin of the Com- 

any's affairs, which it was his aim to prevent. 
And perhaps nature had as much ſhare in this his 
diſpoſition as policy; for the truth is, an early 
1 8 8 and humanity diſcovered themſelves in 
his temper, and diſinclined him ever from acts of 
ſeverity 3 and experience of men and buſineſs had 
habituated him to look upon the errors and paſ- 
ſions of others with the indulgence which he would 
expect to his own; and, upon this occaſion, he 
yielded the more readily to this prevailing inclina- 
tion, becauſe he knew that nothing tended fo ſurely 
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to the deſtruction of a ſtate, even in the moſt flou- 
riſhing circumſtances, as diviſions among thoſe who 
rule it; and he hoped that whilſt he kept ſuch aguard 
upon his own conduct, as to obviate every pretence 
af cenſure againſt himſelf, and avoided all diſagree- 
able and perſonal altercations, the flame of conten- 
tion would go out of itſelf for want of fuel to keep 
it alive. 1 3 

Such were his hopes; but he knew not the ſpi- 
_ Fits that he had to deal with, and he found too 

late, that the gentleſt uſage loſt all its effects with 
prejudices ſo deeply rooted, and with minds com- 
pelled, by mutual ties, to perſevere in the cauſe in 
which they. were once engaged. 5 8 
If it be aſked what precautions are neceſſary to 
prevent freſh troubles in theſe provinces, and a re- 
newal of our diſputes with the Country Govern- 
ment, the anſwer is eaſy; That either the regula- 
tions agreed on with Meer Coſſim muſt be adopted, 
or an entire ſtop muſt be put to the innovarions 
Which have taken place ſince the capture of Cal- 
cutta, and the private trade be reſtrained within 
its ancient bounds. _ april wg a Re 
The reaſon is plain: Great advantages acctued 

from theſe articles of trade, both to the country 
merchants who uſed to carry it on, and to the Go- 
vernment by the cuſtoms drawn from it. Both 
theſe are now cut off, and the whole, in a manner, 
engroſſed by the Engliſh, who ſay they will pay 
no cuſtoms; and to ſupport this uſurpation, our 
Agents and Gomaſtahs are armed with an authority 
independent of the Officers of the Government. 

If we reſtrain the power of our Agents and Go- 
maſtahs, and acquieſce in the Nabob's Officers ex- 
erciſing their proper authority in deciding diſputes, 
where ſuch dependents of ours are concerned, they 
will, for the moſt part, abuſe their authority, and 
totally obſtruct our trade, impelled not only by the 
4 jealouſy 
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jealouſy with which they regard this innovation 
of ours, and by their own intereſts, but by the com- 


plaints of the countty merchants, who" find them- 


ſelves excluded, and the oppreſſions to which this 
trade is more peculiarly liable, when under no con- 
ttoul. It is true, that in this caſe, as in every 
other, our dependents have a right to appeal to the 
Prefidency ; but what is that in fact but an appeal 
to the point of the ſword, which it will always be 
doubrful whether we can lawfully uſe, when the 
complaints are merely private, and the diſtance of 
place, and the difficulty of producing proof, will. 
put it out of our power to do any juſtice, or if 
any, it muſt be very tedious, expenſive and un- 
AT ß ᷣͤ RS, 
The Nabob's right to this authority in his own. 
Government, cannot in juſtice be diſputed, and the 
leſs fo, becauſe our own juriſdiction does not extend 


_ thither; nor have we either judges to determine dif- 


putes in thoſe diſtant parts, or laws to determine 
them by. Let this right of the Country Govern- 
ment is ſuperſeded, and muſt be totally annihilated, 
if it be reſolved that the privileges of our private 
trade ſhould extend ſo far. And it may not be im- 

proper to remark here, that it was upon this reaſon- 
ing the Preſident agreed in, the conſultation of the 
firſt of March, that our Agents and Gomaſtahs 
ſhould not be ſubject to the actual controul of the 
Country Government, after having aſſured the Na- 

bob, in the regulations, that they h,; for the 

Council having reſolved that they would inſiſt on a 
free trade in all articles and to all places, there was 

no way of preſerving it but by ſuperſeding the 

right of the Nabob's Government. The violence 

with which the Nabob's Officers exerciſed their au- 

thority the inſtant it was put into their hands by 

the Nabob, made the Preſident the leſs attentive to 

the Hatural rights of juſtice in this caſe, 2 
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ſaw plainly that on either ſide there would be great 
oppteſſions; and he leſs dreaded the effects of any 
complaints which the Nabob might make, than the 
dangerous conſequences which they would produce 
I we ourſelves were the ſuffererers. | 
The preſent Nabob, Meer Jaffier, is no leſs cla- 
morous upon theſe ſubjects than Meer Coſſim was; 
and it is very plain, that upon the preſent ſyſtem 
no friendſhip can be preſerved with any Nabob. 
The two Governments claſh too frequently to ſtand 
upon a friendly footing z and therefore, if it is not 
thought right to eſtabliſn the regulations and reſtric- 
tions before mentioned, it is. the higheſt degree of 
abſurdity to pledge the national faith to a treaty 
which it is not poſſible ſhould ſubſiſt, and to bind 
ourſelves to ſupport the Nabob in the authority over 
his country, when we deny him the exerciſe of that 
authority for the protection of his own ſubjects, at 
the ſame time too that we confeſſedly want the 
power of protecting them ourſelves. 


It has been aſſerted by ſeveral members of the 
Board, in their minutes before entered, that the 
oppreſſions of the Gomaſtahs, ſo frequently com- 

plained of, had no exiſtence. As an inconteſtible 
proof that ſuch oppreſſions did, and actually do 
exiſt, it may not be amiſs to ſubjoin the following 
extracts of two letters which have been received 
fince the troubles, upon this very ſubject; and a 
copy of a paper of regulations which were propoſ- 
2 the Nabob, and ſent to the Board by Major 
A ams. 5 6 N * Fn | | 4 R a 
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S6. Extra of a Letter from Mr. George 
Gray, Rejident at Maulda, to the Governor. 
Dated the 7th of January 1764, at Purnea, 


OlINCE my arrival here, I have had an oppor- 
8 tunity of ſeeing the villainous practice uſed by 
the Calcutta Gomaſtahs, in carrying on their buſi- 
neſs. The Government have certainly too much 
reaſon to complain of their want of influence in 
their country, which is torn to pieces by a ſet of 
raſcals, who in Calcutta walk about with a clour, 
but when they are ſent out on Gomaſtahſhips, 
lord it over the country, impriſoning the ryots and 
merchants, and writing and talking in the moſt in- 
ſolent domineering manner to the Fouzedars and 
Officers; ſo that as they tell me, it is not the real 
Engliſh, but the Engliſh Gomaſtahs, who harraſs the 
country. I ſhall ſome day give you a more parti- 
cular account of them. | - 


| Extract of a Letter from Mr. Senior, Chief 
TEE _ of Coffimbuzar. 2998 


Dated the 23d of March 1764. 


ce TT would amaze. you, the number of com- 
„ plaints that daily come before me, of the ex- 
* travagances committed by our Agents and Go- 
«© maſtahs all over the country. But, by puniſh- 
< ing ſome of the immediate ſervants of the facto- 
« ry, and diſmiſſing others, I hope in time to bring 
6+ things on a proper footing.” 


S 6. 
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$6. a= Extra? from a Paper of Repreſentations, 
delivered by the Nabob J Aer Aly Cawn 70 Major 
Adams, 1 be laid before the Boarg. 


Article iſt. As chere are 88 of the Engliſh 
Company at Coflimbuzar, Dacca, Patna, and other 
places, and Chiefs and Counſellors are there, what- 
ever duſtucks there may be for trade, let them be 
eſtabliſhed under the ſeal of the Engliſh Company, 
and Jet them nat interfere nor grant recommenda- 
tions in the affairs of the revenues and the country, 
as it is a means of weakening the authority of Dy 
Officers. 
Article 2d. Seapoys and Hircarahs, i in the name 


of the Engliſh Company, go into the country and 


oppreſs the ryots. If they are ſent into the country 
for the Company's buſineſs, let them have with them 
a certificate, under the ſeal of the Engliſh Counſel» 

lors; and if they go into the country without a cer- 


2 and make a diſturbance, let them be pu- 


niſhed. 
Article 3d. Let not the Engliſh Gomaſtahs take 


poſleſſion of, and ſet up their authority in any of 


the Zemindaries or * Milky Lands, nor receive mo- 
ney for protection, nor hold any farms; and who- 
ever has taken poſſeſſion of any lands, let him re- 
linquiſn them, and let not protechod be granted to 
the dependents of the Sircar. . 

Article 4th. Let there be 3 rider * 
Company's ſeal, with boats loaded with ſilver and 
goods, and let them paſs and repaſs, giving copies 
to the Chokeydar. according to cuſtom. 

Article ↄth. With regard to the Gomaſtahs: of 
the Engliſh Company and Counſellors, let them not, 
for their own affairs and concerns, ſend ene 


Lands granted by the Ring, rent free, or for mint 
conſderation. 
upon 


Relative to the Diſturbances in BE NGHAL. 319 


upon the ryots, nor oppreſs them, nor force them 
to purchaſe their goods; and if any diſpute ſhould 
ariſe, let them make it known to the Officer of the 


Sircar, and have it ſettled by him. 


Many other proofs, if neceſſary, might be pro- 
| duced, of diſturbances having been committed by 
our Gomaſtahs in all parts of the country. The 
moſt particular account is that, tranſmitted by Ser- 
Jeant Brego, and already inſerted, (M 3.) To 
theſe quotations it will not be improper to add ano- 
ther, from a letter received from Mr. Cartier long 
before the troubles, not only for the ſake of the 
proof implied in it, of the countenance which thoſe 
oppreſſions met with from us, but as an argument 
of the impoſſibility of carrying on the trade, ſo 
much conteſted for, without ſuch oppreſſions. 


S 6. b— Extract of a Letter from Mr. Cartier, 
Chief” Dacca. _ 
Dated the 8th of November 1767. 


Freedom of trade is too defirable not to be 
wiſhed for, but difficult to be eſtabliſhed. 
While the Country Government are intereſted to aſ- 
ſiſt thoſe that pay a duty on importation, they will 
ſecretly uſe methods to prevent the ſale of our 
goods, if left at their full liberty; or was I to un- 
dertake to ſell below the common run of the market, 
the picars and merchants would be intimidated 
from trading with me, unleſs permitted to do ſo; 
or is it probable they would, when it is ſo oppoſite 
to the intereſt of the people in the Government? 
So that an undue and ruinous influence muſt be ex- 
erted on one ſide, and nothing left to oppoſe it. 
As ſoon as the war with Meer Coſſim was ended, 
and the Nabob Meer Jaffier was in full poſſeſ- 


- 
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ſion of his Government, the Preſident thought Rim 
ſelf at liberty to leave the country, which he had 
before declared his reſolution of doing, when there 
ſhould be no longer any public call upon him for 
his ſtay. He accordingly acquainted the Board 
with his Wee in the i letter. "26h 


F 6. —5 the Gamen of Council, up + Fort 
mot William. 5 = 


Fort William I dot December r 1763 3 


Svrizues, 


HE unexpected and unfortunate events with 
which the war with. the Nabob began, and 
EN ſpread an alarm, that in ſome meaſure affect 
ed the ſettlement itſelf, occaſioned my altering my 
intention of going to Europe laſt September; but 
our army being now maſters of the whole province, 
and hoſtilitjes at an end, I think my employers 
cannot diſapprove of my proſecuting that intention 
this ſeaſon and that my friends and family might 
blame me if I remained" longer without urgent rea- 
ſons, in a climate which has been found to affe ct me 
ſo frequently with dangerous diſorders. It is my 
nntention therefore to take my leave of you the be- 
ginnirg of next month, and to proceed with Com- 
modote Tinker to Madraſs, where I -ſhall embark 
immediately in his Majeſty s ſhip. Fiber for 
England. 
m—_— Cthink it my duty at the ſame time to acquaint 
you with v hat obſervations occur to me on the 
. preſent ſtate of the country. Meer Jaffier being 
ain in poſſeſſion! of the Government, it is my 
viſh be ſhould be ſupported in it as long as he lives. 
bis was alſo my wiſh Zefore, but I found it 


ampoſſible; and now again, if ſome. timely pre- 
3 © Cautions 
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cautions. are not taken, I am apprehenſive that you 
may ſoon find yourſelves under the ſame difficulties. 
— The Nabob's incapacity: for buſineſs is univer- 
ſally. acknowledged ; he ſhould-endeayour to make 
up for that deficiency, by appointing men of ex- 
perience and character to manage the different 


branches; but he ſeems- rather inclined to throw 


himſelf into the hands of thoſe who flatter his 
Vveskneſs and take advantage of it. We are aſ⸗ 
ſured that Nuncoomar has at this time the entire 
diſpoſal of the Nabob's will, and of all the affairs 


of the provinces; of which the conſequence will 


be, that we ſhall be continually amuſed and per- 
plexed with his arts and intrigues, We ſhall be 
told of the ſchemes of the King, and the Morattas, 
and all the Chiefs of the empire, and what weight 
and intereſt he has with them; we ſhail be obliged: 
to keep a large army conſtantly in the field, to 


d the province againſt deſigns which never 


exiſted; by which our military expences will abſorb; 


the moſt part of our revenues, and the Nabob will 


be led into an extravagant diſſipation. of his money 
to foreign powers to indulge the pride of his 
Miniſters, and at length, being unable to fulfil 
his engagements and pay his own troops, will fall 
nnn eee 
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There is before the Board a ſtriking inſtance of Nun- 
coomar's intriguing diſpoſition, — The very firit letters, which 
came from the Vizir and his principal Officers, are filled with 
nothing but the praiſes. of Nuncoomar. — His titles and ſeals 


O® %..- 4 


are received before the Nabob's own; and before any affurances 


are given the Nabob that he will have the Sunnuds for the 


ſuch particular employments, the moſt honourable and valuable 
belonging to the Government; and which the Nabob at his 
departure from Calcutta had promiſed to Roy-doulub. 


222 he is told that he muſt give Nuncoomar ſuch and 
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This danger ſhould be provided againſt as ſoon 
as an opportunity offers of adviſing with the Nabob, 
in ſuch a manner as not to excite his jealouſy or 
fear; and the ſame opportunity ſhould alſo be 
raken of ſettling the ſucceſſion, that there may be 
no confuſion in caſe of his demiſe, as from his ad- 
vanced age ſuch an event may always be appre- 
hended. Senſible as I am of the neceſſity of guard- 
ing againſt theſe dangers, it is with reluctance I 
mention them, left it ſhould be ſuggeſted that I 
would promote any meaſures diſagreeable to the 
Nabob; but as my duty to the Company has al- 
ways had more weight with me than any other con- 
fideration, fo it is that only which on this occaſion 
dictates to me. | is 
By ſome of the Nabob's letters you have ſeen al- 
ready with how much uneaſineſs he expreſſes himſelf, 
upon the leaſt complaint of our ſubordinate factories, 
Agents, or Gomaſtahs, interfering with his Officers 
in any part of the country. — Our influence is ſuch 
that it will for the moſt part over-rule the Nabob's, 
ſo that any dependent of ours may abuſe that in- 
- Avence with impunity, if the greateſt care is not 
taken; and on all ſuch occaſions, the complaints 
that are made are attended with invidious exag- 
gerations, in order to excite as much as poſſible the 
jealouſy of the Government. In ſhort, our autho- 
rity has extended itſelf ſo very near the Nabob's, 
that they are frequently claſhing 3 and without a 
very ſteady and moderate conduct on both ſides, 
the cannot ſubſiſt upon their preſent footing, nor 
a. friendſhip be maintained with this Nabob or any 
other. To put an end to this precarious and 
fluctuating ſtate, it is likely the Company will 
reſolve on an-entire change of ſyſtem, and either 
' draw their on connections with the Country Go- 
vernment into narrower limits, and reduce the 

. | | | pi ivate 
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private trade to the footing it was on before the 
capture of Calcutta, or elſe extend them further, 
and render the Country Government fully and con- 
feſſedly dependent on theirs. But it will require 
your greateſt care, Gentlemen, to keep the ſcale 
eyen, till the orders of the Company can arrive, 
and to prevent a repetition of theſe tragi-al events 
of which we have been lately the unhappy Witneſſes. 


4 5 1 Am, &c. 


In anſwer to os. the following addreſs was ſent 
by the Board, dated the ſame day. 


The letter, which you laid before us at the Board 
this morning, having met with our ſerious conſide- 
ration, we beg leave to offer you our ſentiments 
thereon. | | | 
Though the war againſt Coſſim Aly Cawn is 
near brought to a concluſion, and we have a pro- 
ſpect of the country being ſhortly reſtored to its 
former tranquillity, yet it will be a work of great 
difficulty to eſtabliſh meaſures for the rendering 
that tranquillity perfect and ſecure ; and many 
reſolutions will be found neceſſary to be taken, to 
prevent, if poſſible, the country and the Company's 
trade from being again expoſed to the hazard and 
deſolation of war; theſe which you have your- 
ſelf inſtanced are ſuch as tend very eſſentially to 
this purpoſe, and will require the greateſt ſteadineſs 
and attention to bring them to an happy iſſue. 
From a conviction therefore, Sir, of the material 
ſervice you can be of in forwarding fo ſ:lutary a 
work, and wherein the BIN of the Company 

He | . 3 2 is 
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is ſo immediately concerned, we cannot but unani- 

moully join in requeſting that you will poſtpone your 
intention of returning to Europe this feaſon, and 
that you will continue in the preſidency of this 
ſettlement, until we ſhall have the honour to re- 
ceive the Company's orders in regard to the future 
management of their affairs in theſe provinces. | 


F We are, with much eſteem, 
SIR, 
Your moſt obedient 


Humble ſervants, 


WILLIAM BIL LES, 
Jon CaRN AC, 
Warren HasTinGs,. 
RanpoLren MARRIOTT, 
Hvucn WarTs, | 
A. W. Sznior, 
Jonn BurDETT. 


Todo" this repreſentation of the Council, the 
Prefident could not refuſe to defer his departure, 
and accordingly pe. to their letter in the fol- 
lowing terms. 1 


T 6. b— To the 7 Fa the . 
| „ vo 8f a6 ort William. 


Fon William, 22d December 4425 
GrenTLEMEN, 


1 HAVE received the honour of your letter 
of the 19th, in which you are pleaſed to expreſs 
your opinion, that my remaining in the Govern- 

ment 
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ment at this time is eſſential to the Company's 
ſervice. | | 

As I think it my duty to prefer that conſidera- 
tion before all others, I have, in conſequence of 
your repreſentation, determined to ſtay till next 
ſeaſon. I ſhall hope from your aſſiſtance ſuch 
relief, as my uncertain ſtate of health may require; 
and am happy in the conviction that we ſhall carry 
on all our buſineſs with perfect unanimity. = 


I am, 


Gentlemen, &c. 
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An ExrIlANATION of moſt of the Perſian and 
Mooriſh Terms in the preceding Volumes. 


A. 
Arzee, or Arzdaſht, a petition. 
Aſſama, or Aſſamees, dealers in different branches of 
trade. 
Annaes, a coin. 
Aumaen, an officer of the Government. 
Aurungs, or Arungs, works, manufactories. 
| 9 officers of the Government. | 
B. 
Bang, an intoxicating juice of a vegetable. 


Batta, an extraordinary allowance to the army when 


abroad in the field, or in any country * where 
proviſions are ſcarce. 

Betel, a leaf not unlike that of a kidney-bean, it grows 
on a vine exactly in the ſame manner, and is in great 
uſe, from the Prince to the beggar. They conſtantly 
chew it, mixed with chinam and betel-nut ; for the 
betel-leaf and the betel-nut are from different plants: 
The farmers of Madras pay the Company from fix to 
ſeven thouſand pounds a year. for the excluitfs privi- 
lege of vending it. 

Banyan, India merchant. 

Buxſhbunder, treaſurer of the cuſtoms to > the « Mogul, 

Burcundaſſees, ſoldiers. 

Bazar, market. 


5 
Caouns, a meaſure of quantity 

Chunam, or Chinam, lime. 

Chokey, or Chokiers, quarts at the ſtairs or landing 
places. ; 

Cowry, fiſh ſhells. 

Cootba, or Cutba, proclamation, acknowledgment of 
the King's title. 

Coffrees, negroes brought to India from the Cape. 


Chucla, the juriſdiction of a Phouſdar, who receives the 


rents from the Zemindars. . 
Cutwauls, magiſtrates who puniſh for inferior crimes. 
Cols, or Corſe, a meaſure from two miles to two miles 
and a half, | | 
_ Crore 


1 
Crore, of Rupees, an hundred lack. 
Coſſid, a foot - meſſenger, or poft. 
| char, or Sircar, Government, number of towns Ander 
one head or governor, 
Duſtuck, an order. 
Duſtore, cuſtoms. 
Daroga, mayor, 
Dadney, pitch. | 
Dewan, King's treaſurer. 
Dewanny, fuperintendancy over the royal revenues. 
Durbar, court or council, and ſometimes a levee only. 
Dauks, meſſengers, polls, advanced parties. 
Dilolls, mechanics, weavers. 
. 5 0 

Faugedar, or F ouzdar, a 2 officer. | 
Firmaun, or Phirmaund, a patent or paper bees by the 

Mogp! ; a royal mandate or grant. 8 


8 or Zentoos, Lndians, natives of un, 
idolaters. 

. factor or agent. 

Gunge, grain market. 

Gauts, wharfs. 

Golahs, warehouſes to keep 

Guzerburns, they who colle — on the bigh-roads 
Gurris, fixtieth part of a day. 21 

H. 


Hackeries, carts or coaches drawn by oxen, 
Favildar, military officer. 
Hircarahs, ſpies. 
Husbulhookum, a patent Gal by the Vizier. TOY 
Hauts, markets. 


* 


- 


7 Jemmidar, Jematdar, the commander of a troop. : 

Jageer, or Jaghire, a territory or domain granted for a 
particular uſe, either to maintain a number of troops, 
or keep a fort in repair. 

Jagheerdar, the holder of a fief from the Crown, for 

- which the poſſeſſor pays no rents, but is obliged by his 
tenure, to do perſonal ſervice to the King when 
called on. 5 


K. 
Kelladar, or Killedar, a Governor of a fort, who muſt 
not ſtir out of his fort, unleſs by order. | 
55 . „5 | b Kella, | 


- 


J 


Muſnid, a particular place in the Divan- 


| . 
Kella, Caſtle, Citadel. 


| Kiſtbundee, a contract for the Segen of a debt by 


tated payments. 
Kellaar, Khaleat, whatever ſuperiors give to inen 
robes, arms, horſes.—Sirrapah, a complete dreſs; Sirr, 
the head; Pah, the foot. 
Khotbah, or Cutba, Cootba, is the harangue read by 


the Prieits (Mullahs) on Fridays in the Moſques, in 


which the Prince who then govern is prayed for. 


Lack of rupees, about twelve thouſand five hundred 
pound. 3 | 


 Maund, a groſs weight between 70 oy 80 0" 


Moomthe. or Moonthee, a Perſian ſecreta 
Muahulcha, or Muckulka, an ge cans with a penalty 
annexed, 


Munſub, a dignity. 5 


Morattas, warriors, horſemep, attended excl with two 
men on foot. 


: —ths high- 
eſt ſeat. | 


Moſque, a Mooriſh church. 


Muttaſuddy, or Muttaſuddie, os, 8 ofcer, the Nabob's 
accountant. | 4 


N. 
Nabob, a Governor of a Porigce, "yy King) s Vice- 


gerent. 


© - Naib, a Deputy. 


Peons, infantry, n | 
Perwannah, an order or command, Gractimes a grant. 


Nazim, Governor of A Province under the Nabob- or 
Nawob. g 
Nezaranna Subadarree, the fees of he Nazim. | 
Naick, officer. | | 
O. 


Onmrahs, Nr ne men of f che fiſt rack Jp the 
empire, they are under the Vizier, but are moſtly . 


concerned in all the revolutions of the ſtate. 


1 


Pykars, or Pykes, or Picars, officers relative to the ſervice 
of the lands. 2 
Phouſdar, a renter. | . 


_- Peſhcuſh, a 7 from an e a ſuperior. 55 
| Pergunna, 


W 
ES 
T's} TY 


8 a diſtrict containing any number of Mikezas or 
. pariſhes, the rents of which are collected at one place 
* called a On Fo 7 | 


8 or Ranks. ſtatement, 3 or FEE 

Raja, the higheſt title of the Gentoo Princes. 

Ryots, tenants, weavers, who ſell to the Picars, who again 
ſupply the merchants. 

Rahdars, who have the vr of the highways. | 


Seapoys, Indian ſoldiers, who are odtertainad; and an 
ciplined by the Europeans. 

Sicca rupees, coin of the pureſt gold. 

Shah, King, Shahzada royally born, King's eldeſt ſon. 

Subadar, Lord Lieutenant of a Province. 

Shahbunder, Chief of the port, — e. 

Sunnud, charter, grant, patent. 

Shroff, a money - changer, or banker. 

n. 8 of one of * two great rie 


Telingasy' Seapoys. 
. Tuncaws, aſfignments upon lands, | 
Tolingas, the people who afiſt the Shahbunder, 


Tomtom, a drum. 1 
Taalucdar, next in office to a Jemmadar. 4 
Totals, * LE * 


V , agent, or reſid ent fator, 
Wadadar, ColleQor of the reyeques. : 
Year. The year is divided into two es, the one 


called _— The other called Rebbee. 
Which comprehenddss Which contains 
September Cheie March 
October I Byſaace April 
November | } Jeet May 
December f J Aſſar June 
anuary Sawun July | 
' February -\ { Bhadun Auguſt, 2 
2. | 5 


. nd; 1 landholders——Princes 
Zunana, the tent of the wenn. 


